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School Articles Raise Big Questions

EPORTER Lucien Agniel's articles

on this page last week, objective
though they were, raised serious ques-
tions about the public schools of North
Carolina

From professors at the University of
North Carolina. Mr. Agniel learned that
graduates of high schools in this state
are sadly deficient in such basic subjects
as English and math.

He found that the teacher shortage is
serious and growing worse, despite sal-
ary increases since World War II

He heard sharp criticism of the rigid

authoritative certification system as
on why talented young people
are turning to other fields.

And he was told that a relatively
small group of people “call the tunes™
in education in North Carolina, and that
they keep a tight contrel over the phil-
osophy, the system and the mechanics
of education.

From officials of the State Department
of Public Education, he received an
equally strong defense of the system of
producing trained teachers, and of the
sociological function” of modern edu-
cation

In sum,

he discovered that public

Recreation Survey Is

OUNTY Commissioner John White's

4 proposal for a countywide recreation
commission underscores the need for
more adequate information on the sub-
ject.

On the face of it. the proposal looks
good. The rapid urbanization of Meck-
lenburg County makes it imperative that
recreational facilities for the future be
planned now, so that sites may be re-
served. And it would be foolish indeed
to create a separate park and recreation
commission for the county area alone.

Yet how would the financing be han-
dled if Mr. White's plan were suddenly
adopted” What . allowance would be
made for the city's heavy investment,
from bond funds and tax levies, in its
extensive, though inadequate, recreation
system? And how would the mnew coli-
seum and auditorium, which will cost
some four million dollars, fit into the
scheme?

What kind of facilities would be de-
sirable? And. where? What type of a
program does Mecklenburg really need?

school officials and university authorities
are poles apart in their estimate of pube
lic education. And in his final article,
he listed some of the many points of
divergence of opinion

Public education is the biggest, and
the most important function of govern-
ment in North Carolina. Yet many of its
philosophical assumptions, its techniques
and its methods have been permitted to
develop “in a vacuum of public disin
terest”. as The Professor put it.

This newspaper doesn't profess to have
the answers to,the questions raised by
Mr. Agniel. It is acutely aware, however,
that these and other questions are being
asked with greater frequency and with
greater persistence by thoughtful pér-
sons all over the countr i

From time to time, T News will ex-
amine, in closer detail, the problems
that a fast-growing and fast-changing
society has saddled upon the public
schools, in the hope that there will be
a new awakening of public interest in
free and democratic education.

Meanwhile, if there are parents and
teachers in this area who have ideas and
opinions on the subject, we'd like to
hear from them.

The First Step

What are the leadership requirements?
What administrative setup would funce
tion most smoothly? How much training
and what kind of training should rec.
reation personnel have? And what about
the inter-relationship of the private
agencies and public functions?

These are just some of the questions
that the people of Charlotte and Meck-
lenburg County would want answered
before they could be expected to sup-
port the abolition of the city Park &
Recreation Commission and the estab-
lishment of a countywide program.

And those are precisely the questions
that the County Recreation Committee
of United Community Services had in
mind when it decided to ask the city
and county governments for $5,000 each,
plus $2,000 from United Appeal, to pay
for an adeauate survey done by experts
in the field

At their meeting last week, the coun.
ty commissioners delayed action on the
request. They should act upon it today,
and favorably.

Logic -- The Georgia Wool Hat Variety

NE REASON the state of Georgia is
sometimes credited with a “wool
hat” mentality is, as we've noted before,
its official sponsorship of THE GEoRciA
Farmer’s Marker BurLerin. About a
quarter of a million copies are distrib-
uted free, weekly. The front-page edi-
torials, written by Comnmissioner of Agri-
culture Tom Linder, usually deal with
the race question, communism, interna-
tional affairs. They are frequently in-
flammatory and often based on untruths.
Now we would not tell the citizens of
the sovereign state of Georgia what to do
with their official agriculture depart-
ment publication. But we do have a sug-
gestion, for which no charge is made,
as to how Tue BULLETIN can serve a
useful purpose. The suggestion: Use it
in college logic classes.

The Feb. 17 issue would be a logician's
delight. 1t leads off with the banner
headline: “A Communist Is An Interna.
tionalist—An Internationalist Is A Com-

From The Christian Science Monitor

munist” Why? Because, as the lead
says: “Basically, the Communists work
for one world controlled from Moscow.
Basically, the internationalists work for
one world, controlled from the traitors’
headquarters of the United Nations.”
That argument, provided you accept
the faulty second premise, is like saying
a Democrat is a Republican, and a Re-
publican is a Democrat, because Demo-
crats and Republicans are both against
communism, or for mother and the
home, or what have you.
_ There's another dilly in the March 10
1ssue:

“The Jews are opoosed fo racial prej-
udice, and the Gentiles are opposed to
racial prejudice.

The Catholies . ,
blacks

Republicans are against
th is against it and the
nst it.”
everyone is against
prejudice, how can there be any?™
Oh, come now, commissioner.

racial

TICKET TO TEACH

“' £ WOULD NOT condone, of course,
' the methods by which the New
Hampshire University “bogus professor”
secured his appointment. And we could
do no other than express sympathy for
that university, four other colleges. and
the American l‘hmm'{ Society, all of
whom were “t ' by his cleverly
prepared m-ummls' But the whole
affair raises a question for American
higher education which will be recog-
nized by many sincere educators as
disturbing.

Is it not true that Marvin
alias “Dr. Kenneth P. Yates” had he
not employed subterfuge, would have
found no post open to him on the fac-
ulty of any respectable college or high
school, for that matter—although his
associates at New Hampshire and the
president of the University of Chicago
are quoted as calling him a brilliant
physicist?

Why? Reason one, because he could
claim no college degrees. Second, as one
able economist (who himself owns a
well-earned doctorate) once put it, he
carries no “union card”"—no letters, Ph
D. And, third, because he could offer no
evidence of “productive scholarship—
to be concrete, he hasn't written a book
Whether he still might be a sound
scholar, colleges generally would have
no eother way of discovering. Whether
or not he was a gifted teacher. we regret
to observe, few would trouble to ask.

Hewitt,

There isn't the slightest doubt that
American colleges and universities want
on their faculties ‘men and women who
at once are sound scholars, productive
scholars, and able teachers. And there
is no denying that under the mass-pro-
duction conditions which the American
drive for “college” has forced upon the
institutions of higher learning some
nationally accepted standard for faculty
as well as student
long been essential

accreditation” has

But a system, a formula, once it be-
comes established, can so easily begin
to function as a self-enforcing substi-
tute for selective judgments. Mr. Hew-
itt, on ethical grounds, should have
been dismissed. But it would be well to
reflect that on grounds of current aca-
demic specifications alone a good many
notables from Socrates and Pythagorras
down through Franklin and Edison
would find it hard to qualify.

If the new GOP tax bill makes as
many changes in tax law as the news
stories indicate, it ought to be called
the FEFTA bill—Full Employment For
Tax Attorneys.

We're not quite sure Drew Pearson
is on solid ground in hinting that Repub-
licans are responsible for the increase
in liquor consumption in Washington
last year. Maybe the Democrats are still
trying to drown their sorrows.

"Anything ‘Definite Yet?'

People’s Platform

Letters should be brief. The writer's name and address must be given, but may be withheld from
publication in the discretion of the Editors, The News reserves the right to condense.

Ritch Will Get
His Support

Editocs, The News:

IKE The News, I am happys

- that Recorder Sedberry is in
the race. Congress to me is a
high and honored place and
should be handed to no man.on
8 silver platter.

However, the kingmakers who
pushed Judge Sedberry into the
race at the last minute did not
reckon on the filing of Marvin
Ritch for this high office. It lit-
erally infuriated them that he
should muddy the congressional
waters, and they have almost
hanged him in effigy for doing
this unpardonable \thing.

Mr. Ritch only filed after the
kingmakers had descended in
vain on a number of likely pros-
peets. I am going to support
him. Also supporting him are
literally thousands of people
who know him as a kind, con-
siderate and helpful person to
his less fmuna!a fellow beings.

Should Mr. Sedberry win the
nomination \hllh the powerful
support tendered him, I will
gladly do all that I can to help
him redeem the district.

But, Mr. Editor, in the inter.
est of fair play, if nothing else,
please don't degr-de one candi-
date and praise another on the
editorial pages of your paper.

~MERCER J. HL{\‘“{E\SHIP

Stories Will Help
Handicapped Kids

Charlotte

Charlotte

Editors, The News:

N behalf of the parents of

the exceptional children, I
would like to express apprecia-
tion for the articles in your pa-
per concerning Charlotte’s hand-
icapped children and what is
being done for them.

Ve are especially grateful
that you see fit to protect their
identity. The articles may help
the plight of these children. So
it is beneficial to pu'ﬂllih them.
Thanks and keep it uj

=A ﬁRll'EFbL PARENT

Critic Has His
Day In Court

Editors, The News:

EN your C. A. McKnight
spoke to the Mooresville Rot-
ary Club on the subject of ‘fraud-
ulent’ charges, he voiced the opin-
fon that the treatment of contro-
versial topies calls for ‘'sane,
well rounded, mature judgment

Monroe

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON
erisis inside the armed services mot
unlike that when Adm, Louis Den- tary ans

feld walked out as chief of naval op-
erations s now taking place in connec-
tion with the so-called ‘new look'.

Gen. Matthew B. Ridgway, Army chief
of staff, and one of the most respected
has balked at
going along further with drastic nuuun(
cuts. He has argued that the Army is a
ready reduced too drastically and that

men in the Pentagon,

on the editorial page." However
he failed to say why these much
desired qualities are often absent
from his own newspaper.

For example, the editorials on
film censorship, our foreign serv-
ice, and “Pressuring Our Allies,”
as well as the reprint of Ralph
McGill's ‘Commies Greatest As-
set’ all show a lack of editorial
insight, objectivity, reasonable-
ness or fair play.

First, in noting that a major-
ity of the Supreme Court “‘sound-
ly spanked the censors,” the ed-
itor declared that film censor-
ship violated a fundamental free-
dom. He failed to show that film
censorship, which is designed to
protect the spiritual life of a com-
munity (particularly the young),
is mo more reprefiensible than
food censorship which is designed
1o protect the physical life ‘of a
community, Would anyone, except
the purveyors of rotten and
adulterated food, condone the
scrapping of the Pure Food Acts?

He also declared that “The
court's action is not to be con-
strued as an invitation to the
showing of immoral pictures.” He
missed the court's opinion that
‘immoral’ is too vague when ap-
plied to movies.

Next, in the matter of our for-
eign service, the editor quoted
four conditions that former Am-
bassador  Kennan ¢laims ' have
weakened the service, namely,
security precautions, irregularity
of entrance arrangements, admis-
sion at higher levels of officers
who have not come up the lad-
der, and the status of the service
with relation to the draft. Then
instead of analyzing these condi-
tions, the editor blandly ignores
them and launches into his own
estimation of the trouble (dem-
agogues, witchhunters, and super-
patriots), Is this what Mr, Hn-
Knight meant when he told the
Rotarians it was important for
the editor “to interpret, explain
and correct the impressions left
by headlines?"

‘Then with respect to pressuring
our allies, although the 'same
basic ecriticism was. uveled ll

Secretary Dulles for
pressure France into rul{ym u\e
Furopean Army Pac, as given
Sen. McCarthy for suggesting we
pressure ofir allies o discontinue
trade with the Communists in or-
der to force the release of the
900 Americans still POW’s, yet
the personal treatment of both
men was different. No personal
abuse was given Mr. Dulles, but
your editor poured a torrent of
invective on Sen. McCarthy, He
called him gross, selfish, ambi-
tious, wily, irresponsible, a wild
and inflommatory demagogue. a

mad jingoist, and a bellicose war-
monger. Is “'sane well-
rounded mature judgment” Mr.
Knight - {vocates for the editor-
ial page? *

Finally, your editor reprinted
Ralph McGill's editorial whieh
contains a_deliberate falsehood—
“Sén. McCarthy has spread su-
spicion, and to some degree de-
moralized the Protestant clergy.”
There is absolutely no record any-
where of any mention whatsoever
made of the Protestant clergy by
Sen. McCarthy. Your editor with
the facilities for obtaining news
knows this

Al in all, the L.ased, provin-
cial, and sophomoric treatment of
controversial topics on your edi-
torial page clearly illustrates the
basic reason why Weimar Jones
was able to tell the N. C. Press
vnlh the definiteness of certainty,

We havle lost the confidence of

the ' people.
~PETER J. KING

Stevenson New
GOP Defender?

Columbus, Ga.

Editors, The News:
DLAI STEVENSON would
have the people believe
that he, Stevenson, fears M-

‘arthy is wrecking the Repub-
n Party. Since when has
Adlai become defense counsel
for the Republican Party?

I suspect Adlai is disturbed
because McCarthy has been rip-
ping up a lot of publicity unfa-
vorable to the Stevenson-Tru-
man-Acheson wing of the Demo-
cratic Party.

~C. E. WALKER

Little Taxpayers

Deserve A Break
Cheraw, 8, C.

Editors, The News:

are hearing quite a bit

bout tax cuts from our

capital in Washington. But I
hnpc by now that people are
wise to all the promises made
in_election years.

I read that taxes are going
to be cut on movie tickets, cos-
metics and jewelry, and fur
coats. We all could get along
without those things. And' there
is also a cut in taxes on divi-
dends. T don't know anyone who
gets dividends. Working people
don't. We got a little tax eut in
January, but an increase in So-
cial Security took it all away
from us,

If we are going to cut taxes,
let's give some relief to the
little taxpayers.

=J. A, GRAHAM

Dulles Charts Own Course
Despite GOP Back-Biting

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

SECRETARY of State John Fos-
ter Dulles has now completed
some 90,000 miles of air travel in
the interests of American forelgn
polley. Before he takes off for
Geneva and what may be the
make-or-break point in his career
as secretary of state, it may be
worth taking a look at his pvlmtnl
‘base at home.

American forelgn policy, as
Dean Acheson learned to his sor-
10w, is not made in @ political
vacuum, No matter how brilliant
his diplomacy may be, a secre-
tary of state is doomed to frus-
tration and paralysis if he lacks
a secure home base, Dulles real«
ized this from the first, and im-
mediately set out to strengthen
lis domestic position. He has
scored, at best, only a partial
succes

How incomplete his success has
been is suggested by the rather
sad story of Dulles's home-coming
from the Berlin conference. Dulles
veturned from Berlin convinced
that he had scored a historic dip-
lomatie success.

HIS ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Had he not exposed the real
nature of Soviet policy to all Eu-
rope and the world? Had he not
strengthened the Western Alli-
ance? Had he not forced Molotov
to agree to the conference on the
Far East essentially on American
terms? On the plane, Dulles even
speculated that the Republicans
might make the success of his for-
eign policy a major claim in the
fall political campaign.

He returned to find that the
Republican Senate majority lead-
er, William Knowland, had
ready written and released .
speech full of implied criticism of
his conduct. When he briefed the
Senate leaders on the Berlin
meeting, only Sen. Alexander
Wiley among the Republicans
congratulated him. The others
clearly suspected that he intend-
nl to recognize Communist China

n the sly at Geneva.

Dulles was genuinely hurt and
dismayed by this reception
“They can't seem to get it out
of their heads,” he is reported to
have remarked, “that I'm really

an Acheson in disguise.” But
the fact is that, {from the very
first, a large and powerful group
within his own party has viewed
Dulles with acid suspicion.

This group is largely found
among the ““Taft men” who iden-
tify Dulles with the “Dewey
wing,”" despite the fact that he
was friendly with the late Sen.
Robert A. Taft. Republican sus-
picion of Dulles was fed initial-
Iy by his backing for Charles E.
Bohlen, and even more by his
failure to put a “Republican
team” in the State Department.

This last complaint has beer
strongly ecl by Republican
Chalrman Len Hall. Hall appar.
ently shared the view that Dulles
should fire all those who ever
worked for a Democratie ad.
ministration, including the pro.

foreign service officers,
and replace them with certified
Republicans.
APPEASEMENT FAILED

In trying to deal with Republi
can suspicion and complaints,
Dulles has gone through twc
phases. The first was the ap
peasement phase, marked, for ex.
ample, by the appointment of W.
Scott McLeod as security chief,
and by repeated backdowns be-
fare Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy,

ulles soon became aware
appeasement, while having an -h
solutely - disastrous effect within
the State Department, weakened
rather than strengthened his posi-
tion on Capitol Hill.

The second phase began with
Dulles's eloquent reply to MeCar-
thy's “perfumed notes™ speech.
Since then, Dulles has done every-
thing possible to restore confi-
dence within the State Department
—he has elipped McLeod's wings,
for example, and the odds ap
parently are heavy that he will
also invite the wrath of McCarthy
& Company by clearing John
Paton Davies,

Dulles has no intention of pick-
ing a fight with the right-wing
Republicans. But especially since
his return from Berlin he has
clearly'made up his mind to go
his own way and let the chips
fall where they may. In this
course, he has one main source
of political strength.

This is, of course, the backing
of President Eisenhower, Acheson,
to be sure, had the full backing of
President Truman, but Truman
coviously had nothing like the po-
litical power and popularity of
Lisenhower.

Moreover, the President Is
clearly determined to use this
power and popularity to shore up
the Dulles home base. The Presi-
dent has repeatedly gone out of
his way to praise Dulles, and the
glowing tribute to Dulles in Vice-
President Nixon's recent televis-
ion speech was reportedly inserted
at the President’s suggestion,

The fact is that Dulles has
learned that it is no use trying to
appease a certain kind of Repub-
lican. For to this kind of Repub-
lican, any secretary of state is
suspect, since secretaries of stale
make foreign polurv. and foreign
policy is a bad thin

Since he learned thla lesson, re-
spect for Dulles in Washington —
and even his popularity in the na-
tion, according to the State De-
partment’s private polls = has
grown steadily.

z

Psychology Test For Kids
Wouldn't Have Helped Ruark

By ROBERT C. RUARK

Y TELL me there is a new
set of p&ycholnzlcal zuu
which whil tip the on
kids of early age, to Ind(c:le
whether they'll be juvenile delin-
quents. A kind of candidate-for-
extinction rule of thumb. It has
been running for nearly two years
in a couple of Bronx, N. Y.,
schools.

The searching idea’s sound. The
candidates for reform school are
spotted in terms of family back-
ground. One group is assisted psy-
chiatrically. The other is more
or less left alone, A few years

and a few electrocutions later,
we'll probably know how to tell a

bad boy from a good boy in terms
of whether his old man drinks

r or doesn't.

What the tests are really de-
termining, in background re-
search, is whether parents are
fit to have children, and the cura-
tive process is to try to reform
the children in terms of scruti-
nizing their folks. If Pop's a bum
or Ma's a slattern, the kids get
extra counsel. What they prob-
ably need is new parents, a new
neighborhood, and a mew set of
inheritance,

CASE HISTORY

In a case study, I can't help
but wonder what the personality-
molders might have done with
yuurx truly in his “formative

Yyeal
.nm for instance, I rememb!r
gold-star sty

Miss Ruth Cummings’ kmdernr-
ten, in Wilmington, N. C., jump-
ing off the kindergarten roof right
smack into the teeth of a Mas-
ter Meares Harriss, who dared
me to jump. This caused a tre-
mendous furor with young Mas-
ter Harriss' parents, grandpar-
ents, and other relatives.

1 beliéve there were fist fights
in the classroom later, involving
an oaf named Herman King—gad,
what a memory the boy's got—
and numerous stayings - after -
school, ‘There was some cheating
on mathematics, which I never
understood, and a couple of pas-
sionate rendezvous with young
ladies whom 1 shall not list by
name, not being a laler-day Jim-
my Roosevelt. I lied some and
stole some and was altogether
what the British call a bad hat.

The point of this confessional is
just this: if the sociologists had
prowled around, they would have
found that my parents were quite
nice folk, despite my ruffianly
behavior. Pa was the business
manager of a big firm. We be-
longed to the country club and had
a big house and two cars and a
couple of servants. (This was
well before the depression.)

In terms of personal poverty, 1
had a hgat and a billy goat and
a pony 3nd a fleet of bird dogs
and a series of caves and all the
room in the world to move around
in. T had wonderful grandparents,
My mother mever beat me: for
punishment she put me to bed and
deprived me of my reading. I had
read all the classics before 1 was
10, because the old lady wouldn't
let me read trash. .

But T was still a young bum. T
got uugm by the cops syphoning
gas oul r people’s cars. [
rammllted a lnk of the sins a kid
can commit. ‘That I reformed
mildly later has nothing to do with
the matter at hand.

All I'm saying is that, if you
scrutinized the young thug, Ruark,
in terms of his family unbringing,
you would have smacked right in-
to a wall

Ridgway Opposes Further Cuts In Army

prisoner of its

progrim and

week that the “new look” and push-but-
ton warfare might not be the only mili-

itary
Radford testified. “A! ﬂ had no capability
olher than one to deliver a massive at-

Rad ford, who has argued against too
drastic curtailment of the big carrier
doesn’t favor putting too

in mothballs, personally sym-

ture,”

more concli

greed fo the cuts, and his colleagues
lhe Joint Chiefs of Staff now plead
lhnl. since he once
“1 believe Lhu munn could be a thr with the agreement. However,
he is sticking to his guns.
Meanwhile the economizers in the Ei-
senhower Cabinet point out that the mid-
Pacific hydrogen explosion has proved

agreed, he must go

. A hydrogen bomb

as an officer entrusted with the safety
of the United States he cannot consei-
entiously go along with any further re.
duction.

The arguments so far have been con-
ducted with dignity and deference. There
have been no heated exchanges. But the

will either have to yield or resign.

It was to give diplomatic support to
Gen. Ridgway that Adm. Arthur lhtl-
ford, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of

Staff, gave his Senate ftestimony last *

,

)

shi
mum 'n!h Ridgway. However, he had
n long talk with him week, after
will answer

It first became known hm- vigorously
Ridgway opposed Army cutswhen he ex-
cused himself from z!l!ndlnz the Na
tional Security Council meeting at \vhk‘l
the cuts were finally to be decided.
vious enpgelnml" was Ridgway's n!
cuse. In the en tary Defense
Wilson ordered him to attend.

At this meeting Ridgway reluctantly

N

city of New York, plus Newark lnd‘Ellu-
J., Bridgeport, Conn,, and up
the Hudson to Poughkeepsie.

Filibuster Defined

Newsmen called Mississippi Sen. Jim
Eastland's office the other day for an
advance copy of a Senate speech, attack-
ing_Hawaiian statehood

“There won't be any copies,”

cooed &

German Overtures

Alfred Von Krupp, whose huge mu
nitions works supplied arms to Hitler
even before he took over Germany, and
who was sentenced to 12 years imprison
ment as a Nazi war_criminal. hu I!!I
FEssen, Germany, for Nassau and M

ively than ever that ground City.
forces are outmoded.
that can affect fishermen 75 miles away,

In the latter etmnm he is slated to
they point out, could contaminate the g

confer with Ruiz-Cortines and
Mexican officials lbvu‘l the llnlm:lni of
the new factories, mines or power
vlants under rundillonl caleulated w cut
the ground out from under the

These conditions are:

1. A price paid of 20 per cent down,
and the balance to be paid four yun
after the completion of the factory, dam
or project.

2, I(nlpp will do Ihi.l without seeking

in the rpris

secretary, then explained sweetly: “This
Im‘lnlumbea:peech It's to be a




