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Supports, Like Tariffs, Need Flexibility

§ N. C. commissioner of agriculture,
A L. Y. Ballentine can be expected to
stick up for the farmer. This he did, in
a speech before Charlotte Kiwanians last
week, He based his case on these facts:

Average farm ineome per agriculture
worker in 1052 was $1,903, while the
average wage for industrial workers was
$3,501,

The farmers' share of the consumers'
food dollar has dropped from 54 to 44
cents since 1951.

Government losses under the farm
price support programs from 1833 to
1953 were slightly more than one billion
dollars. But “business reconversion pay-
ments (including tax amortizations
have totaled an estimated 41 billion dol-
lars since 1943,

The annual post office deficit, he ob-
served, amounts to an annual subsidy for
some individual publications running
into many millions of dollars.

“Let the industrialists consider their
unsllmn without the benefit of protective
tariffs", hg said, “Let labor surmise its
slllllllnn without luhlmou establishing
minimum wages and maximum hours, or
without the right to organize and strike
for higher wages. Can the airlines give up
their mail subsidies? Will certain mine
and oil well owners forego their depletion
privileges? . . .

We should ask curselves whether it is
feasible for one segment of our economy
to sell its goods and services on a so-
called open market subject only to supply

and demand, while other groups are en-
juyin( various forms of protection and
support.”

The commissioner here sets up a straw
man. The issue is not open market vs.
subsidy for the farmers. The issue is be-
tween “high rigid price supports . . . .
with production adjustments required to
keep supply in line with demand”, which
he advocates, and flexible price supports,
which he says would “give speculators
the whiphand over farmers . . . fall far
short of (their) purpose of balancing
supply and demand . . . and have the
effect of increasing surpluses instead of
diminishing them, by forcing farmers to
grow more and more acreage to make
up for declining prices.”

It is hard to follow the commissioner's
reasoning against flexible price supports,
There is no reason why production curbs
can't be applied to crops under flexible
supports as easily as they can be applied
to crops under rigid support. If both
production curbs and flexible supports
are applied then production of surplus
commodities will surely decrease.

The high price support program is
actually driving many farmers into the
open market today, for the simple rea-
son that in some parts of the country
storage facilities are glutted, thus the
farmer can't get any loan on his crop
and has to dump it where and for what
he ‘can. Furthermore, the high cost of
American farm products is reducing
overseas markets. The value of farm
commodities shipped overseas in 1952
was 15 per cent less than in 1951, and
among them cotton exports were down
24 per cent, leaf tobacco 25 per cent.
And while, as the commissioner said, the
price support program cost only a bil-
lion or so from 1933 to 1953 the final
figure will be much larger unless some
means is found of disposing of billions
of dollars worth of agricultural products
now on hand.

Certainly, as the pointed
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out, various segments of the economy
are subsidized—he could have added to
the list. Subsidies are frequently advan-
tageous to the nation and its citizens.
But it does not follow that one segment
of the economy, agriculture, should be
specially favored with high and rigid
subsidies. The President and the Tariff
Commission can and do reduce tariffs
when they are found to be so high that
they are ruining the domestic trade be-
cause a product’s market is diminishing.
Why not apply this simple businesslike
rule to agriculture, and reduce its
“tariff”, i. e, support price, when a
commodity is in oversupply and at a
price too high to sell in the world market.

The reason this is not done, we fear, is
simply because too many people grasp
the politically-popular idea of high and
rigid price supports, without stopping
to analyze the dangers of this concept,
or the benefits to farmers of a flexible
price support program.

Faith And The Search For Truth

'N THAT PART of his talk to the Men's
Club of the Myers Park Presbyterian
Church reprinted elsewhere on this page
today, President Gordon Gray of the
University of North Carolina gave an
eloquent statement of the university
administrator’s collective responsibilities.

Merely to list them is to be appalled
by the weight of responsibility pressing
down upon those charged with the duty
of keeping “a trust with the past and a
tryst with the future.

In meeting these responsibilities, the
healthy skepticism of the purely intel-
lectual search for truth is not enough.
As President Gray said, an individual
can be two things at once—an adminis-
trator in the field of higher education,
and an active churchman and true be-
liever. And there is no conflict between
the search for truth and faith.

President Gray quoted Dr. William G,
Pollard, the executive director of the
0ak Ridge Institute of Nuclear Studies
who, after 20 years as a physicist with
objective and skeptical views, has been
ordained a deacon of the Episcopal
Church. Says Dr. Pollard:

“I no longer believe that the approach

of :lzeuwnd solve will produce a for-
mula ining all natural

origin of the universe will forever re-
main a mystery to us.

“I decided that a person could, with.
out violating his intellectual integrity,
both think within the framework of a
Judaie-Christian view and believe all
scientific knowledge of the structure of
the world. I decided that science was
a way of investigating the wonders of
God's creativeness, such as the marvel-
ous unity of a living cell and the intri-
cate combinations of particles that make
up matter. That heing so, it seemed to
me firreligious to oppose the work of
science,”

So it is, President Gray reminded his
audience, that a university is essentially
a “place of mind and spirit” and that a
university as such adonts mo point of
view “in religion, politics, or even dis-
puted items of scholarship.” No one
firecLs faculty thinking or student think-

ing.

Yet the right kind of leadership can
‘helo create the right kind of atmosphere.
And to judge from the figures Gray
cited showing the number of administra-
tive officers, faculty members and stu-
dents at the three branches of the
university who regulahly participate in
organized religious activity, the accusa-
tion that universities are hotbeds of

If this sounds like heresy to any of my
seientifie colleagues, I can only say that
the more 1 have learned of science, the
more I have become convinced that the

cannot be fairly made aainst
the Consolidated University of North
Carolina.

For that, North Carolinians can be well
content.

Flanders Lays It On The Line

RALPH E. FLANDERS is a quiet,
friendly 73.year-old New Englander
who spent almost 50 years in the ma-
chine-tool industry before aceepting
appointment to the U, S. Senate in 1846,
He seldom speaks on the Senate floor—
during the first six weeks of this session
he took the floor on only three occasions.
When he does speak he usually is worth
listening to. Never was this so true as it
was yesterday. For the Vermont senator
drove home the great and urgent truth
which Sen. McCarthy obscures. It is that
“the dangerous attack is from without,
not from within". Abroad there is con-
tinued Communist aggression, spreading
infections of communism. An agelong
battle is shaping up. And what part is
the junior senator from play-
ing in this battle? As Flanders said:
“He dons his war- He into
his war-dance. = ”—wbwn

lentist.”

Properly, Flanders wondered what
party McCarthy belongs to, for he “is
doing his best to shatter that party whose
label he wears”.

The thxnle’l remarks are all the

more forceful because he leaned over
backwards to give McCarthy credit for
the ‘“vigorous and effective house clean-
ing which (McCarthyism) displays”.

Sen. Flanders said what other Republi-
can congressmen and administration
spokesmen should have been saying all
along. It remains to be seen whether
other Republicans will have the moral
courage to stand with Flanders against
this smokescreen artist.

The height of effrontery was reached
the other day when a propaganda outfit
sent us some “releases” promoting a set
of opinions we oppose and we had to pay
“postage due” on the letter. —GreesviLe
(8. C.) ProsonT.

Home from Korea, the pilot of a jet
bomber showed friends the pictures of a
beautiful native lass. “Take a look,” he
suggested, “at one of my near Mrs."—
Fort Myems (Fra) News-Prsss.

“The time will come when girls will
fake the initiative in making marriage
proposals,” asserts a psychologist. And
some of these days birds may learn to

fly. ,—-B-u-m‘ (Texn.) HeraroCovnizn

Meet Doris Fleeson

ORIS FLEESON, well known
Washington correspon-
ent whose column appears in many
of the leading newspapers through-
out the country, joins the editorial
page columnists of The Charlotte
News today. Miss Fleeson's col-
umn will bring to®readers of The
News une of the most informative
accounts of

in the nmann capital.
Miss Fleeson does not call her-
. She says that
1

activities

Georgetown, a Washington sub-
urb, for hersell and her daugh-
ter, now a Vassar graduate.
TIME'S ESTIMATE

Time Magazine in list 13
Washington writers as the “Core
of the Corps,” said of Miss Flee-
son

“Her ‘interpretive articles,' as
she calls them, make informative
reading, thanks to her well-u
pipelines to Congressional of-
fices. . .She attends no off-the-
record conferences, yet frequent.
ly knows what the Administra-
tion is up to before many of its
brass hats.”

Regarded as the top ‘“new-
shen” in Washington and one of
the capital's best political re-
porters, Miss Fleeson gets her
share of scroops. However, her
reputation (to again quote Time
“depends more on her backstairs
reporting of political plots and

est ibes ezl

Miss Fleeson: Miss Fleeson
regard Doris Fleeson as a

M(hly capable reporter-column-

ist,” says Mr. McKelway, d 1

know her obstnatmm are widely

read in Washington.”

NATIVE OF KANSAS

Politically, she considers herself
a “non-partisan liberal.” She got
her first taste of politics in Ster-
ling, Kansas, a town of about 2,500,
where she was born. Her father
had a clothing store and just about
“ran the town from the back
room,”

Miss Fldeson learned newspaper
work the “hard way.” After be-
ing graduated from the University
of Kansas, she went East in search
ot a job on a newspaper — any
newspaper. She found one on a
small Long Island daily and
stayed there just long enough to
learn the rudiments of the profes-
sion. In 1927, she moved to the
New York Daily News. *

e

in eye.

In 1830, she m-rrle( Newl m]
umnist John O'Donnel
they wrote a Clnﬂol S(ul( col
umn for eight years. Then, in ti
early '40s the pair to pan‘
Miss Fleeson a divorce,
quit the column and Washington,
and during 194344 she served as a
war correspondent for the Wom-
an's Home Com
Back in the c-plul in 1045,
Miss Fleeson became a Washing-
ton correspondent for a number
of leading papers in the U. .
She established a home in

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

r pipelines into
the (Truman) administration are
so well placed that her columns
on what the Fair Dealers are
thinking

they are ready to announce it or
are quite sure themselves.” Nat.
urally, new pipelines have
“laid" since the Republicans took
over the nation's business, and
Miss Fleeson's column still is
usually a jump ahead of the
competition.

Reporter - columnist Fleeson
gets so much fun out of her job
that friends who see her gadding
sbout sometimes wonder when
she works. The answer is: all
the time. With a combination of
ladylike charm and burning in-
dignation, she manages to like
and be liked by almost every-
body in the eapital,

Honors have piled up on Miss
Fleeson over the years. She has
twice been awarded the New
York Newspaperwoman's Club
prize for distmguished reporting.
The Independent Editorial Serv-
jces, Ltd, a privately Issued
Washington report for editors
and other newspaper executives,
said: “Miss Fleeson is a great
success here because lea:
the cardinal principles of report-
ing as a profession and never
tried to atiract attention by ec-
centricities.

Just last year Miss Fleeson re-
ceived the Missouri Honor Award
for Distinguished Service in Jour-
nalism, at the University of Mis-
souri; honorary degree of Doctor
of Literature, Culver-Stockton Col-

lege, Canton, Mo.; Distinguished
Alumni Citation from the Univer-
sity of Kansas, and at the Uni-
versity of Colorado, Miss Flee-
son became the first woman ever
to deliver the principal address
cduring Newspaper Week at that

001,

Miss Fleeson has recently be-
come a member of the Unit
Feature Syndicate staff and her
work Is being distributed national-
Iy by that organization. In joining
UFS, she said, *The tremendous
range. of world events makes this
interpretive type of reporting im-
perative."”

Because Miss Fleeson crowds
many facts into her concisely
‘written stories, other correspond-
ents have called her “the colum-
nists’ columnist.” Whether readers

y Of The News prefer “reporter” or

“columnist” or both we are hap-
py lo add her column to our list
of features.

People’s Platform
Backs Eisenhower

been Against McCarthy

Mt. Airy, N. C.

AM VERY much gratified

that President Eisenhower has
taken a firm stand against “Mc-
Carthyism,” and am in complete
accord with everything he said in
his fine statement

I am especially pleased that he
is insisting that members of the
executive department called to
testify before Congressional com-
mittees shall be lren(eﬂ with “re-
spect and courtesy.”

But what about private citi-
zens? It would seem they
are entitled to the same protec-
tion as members of the execu-
tive department. 'm Pmidnnl-
stalement seemed to infer {hat
they will continue to be helpless
until Congress sees fit to take
corrective action.

The American people are with
President Eisenhower now and his
support will continue to grow as
long as he stands up for progress
and “fair play" regardless of po-
litical expediency. Party loyalty,

a fetish with professional politi-
ciuu, is of slight importance to
the vast majority of the public.
In fact, it is definitely objection
able when it compromise
of high principle.
. K. MERRITT

Democrats Not At All Sure
They Want To Win Congress

By DORIS FLEESON

WASHINGTON
DFMO(‘M‘H at this point are
confident they will regain
control of Congress in the fall
loctions bt many of them be-
ligve that result would only serve
to strengthen President Eisenhow-
er as a candidate for re-election
in 1058,

They reason that a victory in
November will give them respon-
sibility without power. They exe
pect that the President would of-
fer them a moderate program
they would necessarily support.
He would then appear, it Is ar-

ued, a stronger and more stable
gruldent then he looks right
now.

Fresh in their memory, too, is
what Harry Truman accomplished

ﬁ!mx boy. Nobody thinks Ei
ower will turn into that type of
campaigner but, of course, a
Congress controlled by the oppo-
sition would be a made-toorder
scapegoat for his shortcomings.
M'CARTHY AN ASSET

Rather surprisingly some Dem-

list of their party's present as-
sets
They argue that by continuing

to challenge and humiliate mem-
bers of the Eisenhower Adminis-
tration, he is dividing his party
and tarnishing the Eisenhower
glamour. They are convinced that
the issue of Communists in gov-
ernment has ceased to appeal to
all but a vocal minority, most of
whom were not for Democratic
aims in the first place.
Senators in this group pmlul
to believe that McCarthy, the
son, is not as formidable as
once was, that he is increasingl;
reckless and unreliable. All a

policy is to let Republicans h
dle the issue; they would have

preferred that Adial Steyenson
not mention him in  his Miami

"(‘nhamlm Miami fs reported a
great success by Senators in st
tendance, possibly because no one
mentioned the division of
segregation. It is being argued
hoth North and South, that since
the Supreme Court will shortly
rule on this issue, there is 10 need
to quarrel over it 4

‘The Miami conversations put
economic conditions at the top of
1945 campaign issues, including,
of course, the drop in farm ip.
eame Some senators share Stev.
reservations about the
Ei wnhnwnr « Dulles policy of

“massive _retaliation” which is
supposed to replace containment
of communism but generally
speaking the downward economic
trend is lhe Iusue the candidates
expect (0

There ln hnwcver. fn" prospect
a concrete follow-up to Steven-
son's concern about the new de-
fense. Sen. Mike Mansfield (D,
Mont.) has secured a promise
from Chairman Wiley of the Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Committee
that both Mr. Dulles and Defense
Secretary Wilson will appear this
month before the committee to an-
swer questions about it.

The hearing will take place be-
fore the Secretary of State leaves
for conferences in Europe ‘on
NATO and Indochina. Efforts will
be made to throw it open to the

mewmn is filled with gloomy
ench intentions
with usrcl to Indochina; many
Delieve that France will insist up-
en a truee in the Korean pattern
Any such developments wonld
thrust foreign policy into the fall
campaign for such use as the can.
didates could square with their
consciences and their knowledge
of the awful difficulties of \h‘
post-war world.

‘A Trust With The Past---
A Tryst With The Future’

(This is an excerpt from a
talk by President Gordon Gray
of the Consolidated Univer-
sity of North Carolina before
the Men's Club of the Myers
Park Presbyterian Church on
Monday evening—Eds, The
News.)

..

ND what about the univer-

sity administrator? To whom
is the administrator responsible?
First, he is responsible to God
and his own conseience. Some
would argue that this s the
limit—the be-all and end-all of
responsibility. It is an inescap-

responsiblity, but it is too
simple. 1t would result in a
personal universitv

Then, to whom else? 1 would
suggest that it is to be meas-
ured in terms of millions of
people and centuries of time,
Do not attach importance to the
order in which I mention the
following:

TO THE PEOPLE

To the four million people
of North Carolina who expect
effective teaching and training
and a dedicated increase of
knowledge within the frame-
work of the university’s mission
of broad service to our state,

To the 170 members of the
legislature who receive and
transmit funds, and who are en-
titled to expect that a dollar’s
worth will be gotten for each
dollar spent.

To the 103 trustees, the elect:
ed instrument of governing au-
thority.

To the 1,200 taculty members,
who deserve * support, under-
standing, encouragement and
the provision of a basis for
responsible freedom to inquire
and teach, never confusing

scholarship and propaganda.

To the 12000 students, who
should enjoy the best educa-
tional opportunity our resources
allow, an atmosphere for train-
ing for democratic citizenship

Bul respvnslblllty cnnnot be
circumseribed by present,

There is an obligation to the
vision of those in 1789 and be-
fore who saw the state's duty to
its youth and founded the first
people’s university in America.
We must keep faith with them,

PAST AND PRESENT

And finally, there is an ob-
ligation to the many thousands
of students and faculty mem-
bers through the years who
left a part of themselves on the
campus and helped mold the
tiadition and the culture, and
to those who will come in the
future and who will live in a
a different world.

Thus we have a trust with the
past and a tryst with the fu-
ture.

We as administrators cannot
know millions or live centurics
or reach into the future. But
we ‘can exercise our responsibil-
ity for present leadership,

In secking to exercise this
continuing leadership, what shall
the administrator stand for?

For fairness, when liberalism
has become a label.

For justice, when conserva-
tism has become an epithet.

For eternal truth, without
flavor.

For freedom to worship, to
vote, to move about, to speak
one's mind, to own property.

For undying resistance {0
tyranny of any kmd including
tyranny over the m!

As you seek lmlm who do
these things, I would urge that
you not give leadership
they believe in God.

Quote, Unquote

Red China accuses the United
States of attempts “to_forcibly
retain POWs." The Marxists split

everything, even infinitives.—
8t Louis Globe-Democrat.

Next to living on the side of a
. the most hazardous ex-

hmeewo can think of is that

dlhnl-hﬂnd cat in_a house
of rocking chairs.

Appeasing McCarthy Doesn’t Work -

WASHINGTON

wHEN the Republican Party threw a

big cheese party for newsmen at

the opening of Congress, Joe MeCarthy

came vp to John Foster Dulles, put his
arm around his shoulder and said:

“Haven't 1 been a good boy lately?”

What McCarthy referred to was the
fact that he had laid off criticizing the
State Department for a few weeks, partiy
as a result of a compromise agreement

patched up with Vice Prn:dem Nixon
in Miami in Decembe!

Nixon had urged McCﬂrlhy to lay off
the witch-hunting and turn the probiem
of communism over to Sen. Jenner's in-
ternal Security Commitiee where iy prop-
erly belongs. In turn, Ni romsed
that Attorney General Brownell would
turn over to MeCarthy various cases of
alleged graft and inefficiency whict, Nix-
on said would reflect on the Truman ad-
ministration. Thus McCarthy wouid con-
tinue to get the headlines, though prob-
ing something that legitimately came
under his government operations com-

ittee.

McCarthy agreed. But no sooner had
he returned to Washington, and \eas
asked by newsmen about the agreement,
than he denied it

Joe Remains Sweet

Despite the denial, however, MeCartny
did live up o the agreement for about
two weeks. Then quietly he handed Sen.
Welker of Idaho. sometimes called the
“Junior McCarthy,” a copy 1- speech

he, McCarthy, had prepared blasting
Dufles' law partner, Arthur Dean, tnen
special ambassador for the Korean peace
talks.

Probably Secretary Dulles didn't know
that the man who put his arm around
his shoulder so affectionately at the GOP
cheese party was the real author of that
meech And he may not know it even to-

Bul McCarthy had prepared the speech
as a blast against Dulles last December
after the Secretary of State had jssved
the most forthright statement so far
made by any Eisenhower cabinet mem.
ber against McCarthy after his nation:
wide radio broadcast answering Truman.

ugh McCarthy had drafted a hot
answer to Dulles, it remained undeliv-
ered—ihanks to the umlnlvt lnd Nr

sonable Len Hall. Mr. Hall, the
the Rept

rmhy an dumdmz s blast st Dulles

and one day later, or even one hour later,
he’s right back slugging at g man ‘who
appeased him.

The President himself and his admm-
Istration have made no fewer than ten
attempts to appease McCarthy beginning
back in the days when he was runming
for President. Here is the roll<all:

Appeasement No. 1—Prior to Tke's mu-
waukee speech, Tom Dewey persuaded
him to include in the speech two pars
graphs critical of McCarthy. When GO
Chairman Summerfield heard of this he,
with three Old Guard senators. hired a
nmm phne. m.gbt up with Tke's cam

paign train and tal out of Il
R,
paragraj old chief, Gen.

eorge Marshall, whom McCarthy had

:mlmed Again Summerfield arrangea D

for McCarthy to come up the back ll-~
ntnr of the Pere Marquette Hotel 'in

Peoria where McCarthy talked Tke out of
the Marshall praise.

out of
blnﬂnl MeCarthy last week.
But McCarthy ktvt the (n! and_gave
it to Sen. Welker who bl mn-
instead.

Appeasing Joe
‘The above illustrates the basie prod
President Eisenhower faces with Ju
rthy. He faces first the fact (nat
one wing of the Republican Party s
dz(lmlely m:m -;nu; for llocm;
that

my: put. He can be nppuudgm dn. tion on

No. 2 occurred after

Harold Stassen told McCarthy to keep
his nose out of Greek ship problems. Vice
President Nixon. with White House bless-
ing, persuaded Stassen to get together
with MeCarthy and eat crow.

Appeasement No, 3 was after lM Pres-
jdent’'s book-burning speech at Dart-
mouth. Next day lucmhy ulhd mu
White House out of broadeasting
speech over the Voice

of America. ll:

also got the President to issue a state- i

ment that the speech meant no reflec-
MeCarthy.

Appeasement No. 4—Attorney General
Brownell whitewashed the

eC!rthy mll l
bl rage l r fi
port_on irrenhrlllel ln m- Mnrrlnﬁ
lections.

Appeasement No, 5—McCarthy's close

, Robert E. ue. who was impli-

cated in lll elections, was

to the hdeul ‘Communica-
‘makin,

mehllnd hmbe Makin; Hm
own

that he persomally had '
version in the Army.

involved the Nixon a(lmm Miami to
Ay Sevens’ Sevat a8 e Pese
rmy J
lowing the Stevens' mix-up,
Nevertheless, some White House advis-
ers still think they ean the sen-
ator from Wisconsin. And 2 grow-
mmdmmﬂ‘hu
the contrary. Mr. Eisenhower still follows
the advice of the former.
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