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An Editor Hurls A Challenge

The freedom of the press is one of the
great bulwarks of liberty, and therefore
ought never to be restrained, but every
individual shall be held responsible for
the abuse of same.

—N. C. Constitution

.

HOUGH President Weimar Jones of
the N. C. Press Association did not
refer directly to the N. C. Constitution,
his stirring address at Duke University
last Friday night emphasized the same
theme as Art, 1, Sec. 20, quoted above—
that freedom should not be abused, that
liberty is not sy with license,

too often have boasted of reliability in
their news columns, but have put empha-
sis on other things — such things as the
dramatic, the clever phrase; have per-
mitted the desire for speed to interfere
with accuracy and cocksureness to stand
in the way of real objectivity; have for-
sotten reporforial responsibility in the
intoxication of reportori wer?

“Isn't it because we have been coura-
geous, on our editorial pages, in inverse
ratio to distance, boldly championing the
cause of freedom in Indochina or Africa,
but carefully straddling controversial is-
sues near home?™

Near the end of his address, Jones

and that responsibility goes hand in hand
‘with power.

1t was not the first time that the Amer-
fcan press had been criticized—and in
‘many instances justly so—for paramount-
ing sensation and controversy, for em
phasizing the area of disagreement, for
slanting news to conform to the view-
points of publishers or stockholders.

But the address gained added signifi-
cance because it was made to newspaper-
men by another man who, by

d that annual awards be given
for “outstanding performance in the
field of newspaper responsibility”, and
that a new code of ethics for the press
should be drawn up, with the objective
being the “building of a press so reliable,
50 courageous, so honest, it will com-
mand the confidence of the public.”
And when he finished, his audience
gave him a rising and extended ovation,
With rare exceptions, the newspapers
of North Carolina are relatively free of

virtue of his office and his own inclina.
tions as editor of Tue FRANKLIN Press
has been leading the battle against Gen-
eral Assembly committee secrecy.
Hence, when Jones told his audience
of publishers, editors and reporters !
the people of North Carolina were a
thetic about the secrecy law last year
because “they fust didn't believe us when
we said it was their fight," the big ban.
quet hall was tensely still. He continued:

“Isn't it because newspapers, as a class,

y., They make mistakes, to
be sure, for newspapers are written and
edited by human beings and they make
all the mistakes of human nature.

But thgre is unquestionably room for
improvement. President Jones has sug.
gested two specific proposals, one of
which may be hard to carry out. But both
are worthy of the closest study by the
newspapers of this state, just as the
full fext of his address, reprinted else-
where on this page today, merits the
close attention of readers,

You're Not Confused, Mr. Fleming

AMAR FLEMING JR. is the head of

the world's largest cotton firm. He

is a member of the President's commis-

sion on foreign trade. He is also, he says,
a confused man.

He is confused, he says, because the
government has more butter, edible oils
and other agricultural products than it
knows what to do with, but refuses to
sell them to Iron Curtain countries.

We do not think Mr. Fleming, who
addressed the National Cotton Council
in Atlanta this week, is as confused as
he professes to be. For in his analysis
of world trade”he came to grips with the
basic problems that confront it. He point-
ed up the danger of becoming “the cred-
ftor in a world of debtors,” the danger
of embargoes and tariffs, imposed by
this and other countries, which aggra-
vate this imbalance. The fundamental
answers 1g trade problems, he believes,
can be found in free trade and free con-
vertibility of currencies.

Actually it is the government policy
of prohibiting sale of butter and edible
oils to Communist countries which is
confused. This policy apparently is based
on two factors: (1) Fear of U. §. con-
sumer wrath if goods like butter become
available to foreigners at a price below
what American housewives pay, and
(2) Fear that this trade with the Com-
munists might be, or might be construed
to be, a means of aiding the enemy.

If the housewives were of a mind to
berate a policy of selling goods more
cheaply abroad than at home they would
have done so long ago, for the practice
is well established. Bread, made from
American wheat, for example, is cheaper
abroad. This is so because the Interna.
tional Wheat Agreement has provided
for years that the several wheat export-
ing nations, the U. S. among them, make
a quantity of wheat available on the
world market at a certain maximum
price, which has been 40 to 68 cents a
bushel less than the U. 8. domestic price,
This practice, in addition to being estab-
lished, is economically sound. As any
merchant knows, when you are stuck
with a lot of goods that won't move it
is better to lower the price and thus
widen the market Uni it is to let the
goods spoil

As for the second argument, certainly
the income derived from the sale of
these goods to Communist countries
would contribute to the defense and eco-
nomic health of this country. We fail to
see how the Communists would be more
inclined to attack anyome if they had
more butter on their bread. Further
more, if a butter deal between Russia
and the U. S. is not worked out, the Reds
will probably barter for butter with Den-
mark or one of the other Scandinavian
countries. As we sald before, it isn't
Mr. Fleming who is confused.

Once A Week, An Uncommon Delight

IT IS TIME to pause and pass out
orchids to one of the best little mag.
azines published, Bill Sharpe's and Carl
Goerch's STATE.

What compels the tribute is the cur-
rent issue, which is devoted to Winston-
Salem.

Of course Bill—who modestly used
pseudonyms on all but the lead story—
outdid himself on this issue, because the
Twin City is his old stomping ground.

But the best thing about this issue,
like others devoted to particular cities
and counties of North Carolina, is that

From The St. Louls Post-Dispatch

it does not consist of stories hastily-cons
trived for the special edition. The em-
phasis is on the editorial content, on
catching the flavor and spirit of a come
munity, and threading its history into
the present with the skill of a Twin City
hosiery worker.

Tie Stare is written by men whe
know and are determined to record for
posterity the story of their beloved state,
a story they always tell with eloquence.
It makes our weekly reading of the
magazine an uncommon dellgm

SNIP THOSE STRINGBEANS

R. EARNEST A. HOOTON, the Har.

vard anthropologist, is worried over
the tendency of tall, thin women to
marry tall, thin men and have tall, thin
children. He wants tall men to marry
short girls, and tall girls to avoid tall
men, so that their babies will avoid the
extremes and be middle-of-theroaders,
80 1o speak. No more “stringbeans,” as
Dr. Hooton calls them—but no butter-
beans, either.

It strikes us that Dr. Hooton has his
work, as the saying goes, cut out for
him. Tall women shun short men the
same way they shun vertical stripes,
and for the same reason. Short men ac-
centuate the vertical. Short men shun
tall women pecause the comparison
makes them look unimpressive, or s0
they feel; and if a man can't look im«
pressive he'd just as soon not look. (It
is exceptionally easy for short men to
shun tall women because the tall women
are already shunning them.)

An extratall woman (or man) along-
side an extrashort man (or woman) ak
‘ways reminds somebody of Mutt and Jeff,
‘The result of all these fixed notions as

to what human beings look best or fun-
niest together is, as Dr. Hooton puts it
In scientific terms, that more than 22
per cent of the 50,000 G. Ls he exam-
ined were of the elongated type. Nine
per cent were classified as extreme
types—"thin, non-muscular and elongate
ed” Dr. Hooton has our best wishes for
success in trying to persuade people
who should go with whom. But we doubt
that many parents of present-day 16-
yearold daughters or 18-year<ld sons
are going to have much faith in the
outcome.

Again, now that a jet airman has flown
from Los Angeles to New York in 4
hours, 8 minutes and 5 seconds, we
renew the observation that it is entirely
oo fast —Lexivoron Hemavo.

Patent has been issued for an electric
watch which will run for six months or
more on current from a tiny flashlight
battery—but it isn't guaranteed to get
the habitually late there on time—
Mexrris Press-Scidiran

“Guess which bill he's going to introduce to the senate today!"

Looking In The Mirror

Challenge To The Press

(The text of address hy
Weimar Jones, preside
the N, C. Press Association, ll
that group's annual dinner at
Duke University last Friday
night, Jan, 29.—Eds, The
News.)

.

XCEPT in a very few, narrow

areas, secrecy about publie
affairs is wrong. 1t is our job
a5 godd citizens to see that these
iniquitous secrecy laws are re-
pealed. We must keep fighting
until they are. That must be our
immediate goal.

But that alone is not enough.
Because while we are getting
one law repealed, a dozen more
may be enacted, To fight legal-
ized secrecy, and stop at that, is
like—if you will pardon an ex-
tremely prosaic but 1 think apt
illustration—trying to rid the
kitchen of flies with a swatter,
while leaving the screen door
wide open.

We must swat the flies, yes;
but we also must close the screen

loor.
BATTLE LOST

We lost a battle in Raleigh
Iast spring, We Tost it because
we had not kept our powder dry.
‘We need not Tose lllc war, but
we will lose it if we keep on
trying to fire with powder that
is wet.

Most of us are agreed, I be-
lieve, that the fight against
secrecy is the people's
Most of us are agreed that we
could and would have won if the
people had been willing to fight.
And most of us are agreed that
the reason the people were apa-
thetic was that they just didn't
believe us when we said it was
their fight,

Why have we lost the people’s
confidence?

It didn't just happen. Let's be
honest with ourselves. Aren't
we, you and I—reporters, edi-
tors, and publishers—to blame?

Isn't it because newspapers, as
a class, too often have boasted of
reliability in their news columns,
but have put their emphasis on
other things — such things as the
dramatic, the clever phrase; have
permitted the desire for speed to
interfere with lr:cuncy and cnd
sureness to stand in the w
real objectivity; have h\;:num

How many of you had even
heard, 15 years ago, of the cone

pt of freedom of information,

had given thought to the idea, an
idea that sometimes conflicts with
the first, of the right to privacy?
How many of you, five years ago,
ireamed of accepting, as a
matter of course, the suppression
of great amounts of public mlnr
mation, in peacetime, in the
terest of national security?
FAULTY DECISIONS
Under these new conditions,
of us are wandering in the
wilderness, making decisions hit-
or-miss, when we must make de-
cisions.

1 propose that & group, made
up of the finest character and the
best brains we can find in North

{ Carolina, be asked to assume the

task of working out a broad
statement of journalistic princi-
ples, to fit the hard problems you
and 1 face in today's complex
and confusing world — a practi-

., cal statement mot only enuncia-

WEIMAR JONES
often, what we meant was license
of the press; when our real con-
cern was not the people's right to
know, but our own perquisites
and pockethooks?

The people are not fools. They
have sensed these things.

But fortunately, because they
are not fools, we can regain their
confidence. All we have to do is
deserve it.

TWO SUGGESTIONS

Toward this long-range goal of
@ press that deserves and there-
fore inspires confidence, I should
like to offer two specific sugges-
tions. I hope you will think about
them, analyze them critically,
talk about them among your-
selves, and give your Association
the benefit of your thinking.

No. 1. At these Duke dinners
we give recognition to technical
excellence in writing and photog-
raphy. Because of these contests,

of us have been stimulated
to produce technically better
newspapers. 1 suggest we go a
step further and offer awards for

reportorial

intoxication of reportorial pow-
er?
EDITORIAL COURAGE

Isn't it because we have been
courageous, on our editorial
pages, in inverse ratio to dis-

ing_ the
in Indo-China
or Alrlu but cuivll.v straddling

sial issues mear home?

Iml it because we puhhnlml
have shouted loudest about free-
dom of the press when, all too

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

'WASHINGTON

HOUGH the nation's business
is everyooe's business, the
testimony now being l'l.u Hure

the current recession.

you have to mlau R Wit ot
thing else.

Spelled out in more detailed
terms, the 1952 budget called for
L] MIHM dnlllrl e ew defense
equipmen oudget calls
for less U\ul ll bdhl- ddll'n
This is basic

And'hnymm.mlhlll
of orders,

fie eld nl ngwspaper \‘!!Wl!slblhly
W had codes.

rlmc! lnr me press. Nnbod
reads those codes today. I suspect
the reason we don't read them is
not so much because of a lack
of interest in ethics, as because
those old codes, though perhaps
basically sound, were phrased for
application in a world that
was vastly different.

To illustrate the great differ-
m even in our own profes-

Spendmg

or something else. Otherwise the
economy is bound to slump.

lke Warned

Inside fact is that Dr. Burns
has been giving private warn-
ings for some time that business
was slipping. Bumns is the ex-
Columbia professor, born in Aus-

of the C of Economic Ad-
visers last spring after the White
House at first said Tke didn't
need any

The was

President, however,
reminded that it was up to Con-
xrrn mnot him, to decHe.d':lﬂhvr
and that Congress gequired him,
!by law, to have three advisers
for the purpose of helping him
head off depression.

Tke therefore acquiesced, ap-
pointed Dr. Burns, but didn‘t get
around to appointing the other
ftwo economists required by law
until late last summer.

chunk out
muv.wmun-nm
schools, housing, bridges, roads,

¥

ting a of journalistic respon-
lﬂll“b’v but dtllmmﬂl for us '.heu
hich none of us

respon-
nhmly m md irresponsibility
begins.

To seck out and to disseminate
truth — ours is a high calling,
And you and I live in a great
state. I covet for the newspapers
of North Carolina the distinction
of taking the lead in a movement
toward the building of a press so
reliable, so courageous, so hon-
est, it will command the confi-

dence of the public.

Ultimately, that must be thc
solution of our
mately, that is the one uy w
can stay free.

Quote, Unquote

Story puhll:bed |n a local news-
paper quoted a 14-year-old,
form:

~Le: T
e French have murded the
mln vrho introduced them to corn

nnlnocohbymmnthm\ a

nmm in the Legion of Honor.
They are reserving a similar

med.l we lwst‘ lur anyone who
can lwb di

can h eaten :rluMly pub-
lic.~Nashvilie Tennesseean.

‘The, British have built an air-
plane that will fly at only 30
miles per hour. Ma; Ameri-

ybe we
cans need an automobile
that ~Greenville (S. C.) Pled-

Here Is The Background
On The Bricker Amendment

By JAMES

HINGTON

RESIDENT !llE HOWEII. is
the living -ymbol and one of
three custodians, of a basic prine
ciple laid down ny the writers
of the Constitution 165 ,vnrl ago;
the separation and of

MARLOW
law only if Lhu |M|vl|hn! mu:
passed laws in keeping with
lreaties.
Eisenhower sald this would ham-

string any president in handling
foreign affairs. In fact, he said,
{he w:hnle ;wmmnl would b2

i between the | Prosiient, hand

Congress

Prmdenu—ln lhrlr lr-d’tlvnll
opposition to wnlrﬂllvul o
croachment uf ¢ powers given
them, exvllc(uy or Impllcllly in
the Constitution—have had wide
latitude in handling foreign affairs.

The power is not al
thanks to the constitutional checks
and balances. A president cannot
make a treaty with a foreign
government unless two thirds of
the Semate approves.

But a president can make an
agreement with a foreign govern-
ment. It may, have the effect of a
treaty but, being an executive
agreement, doesn't need Senate
approval.

1f money is needed to carry out
such an agreement, Congress could
effectively veto it by refusing the
money, u;m Congtess mnlnll
spending. In other
npr;lldr:t carries out llwl llld
down by Congress.

Eisenhower has insisted he must
have traditional freedom in  this

. field o( (nmln alfairs,

Bricker (R-Ohio) and
oﬁmg whu share his views looked
with misgiving upon such presi-
dpnlul latitude and reasoned thl

Snmeduy some president might
get this country into trouble by
dehberalely making an agreement
—instead of a treaty which would
have to be examined by the Senate
~with the result that certain citl-
zens’ rights would be lost.

Further, the Bricker group
argued, even the Semate might
someday approve @ treaty which
might mean a loss of some states’
or_citizens' rights.

Therefore, Bricker proposed a
constitutional amendment tnn
would specifically give the Senate
the right to regulate all executive
agreements. 1t would also provide
that treaties dealing with matters
the Constitution reserves to the
states could be valid as domestic

lrlcter supporters began (-
mu away and his prew‘ 18 now
as dead—as he offered jt.

Bu( there remains In Iho Senat
strong sentiment that a constitu-
tional change is

0 one argues there is any im
minent catastrophe requiring im-
mediate lrﬁm' TM Senate, Af it
wished, the whole
of problem hll:k lo I\l Judiciary

Committee for morn study. It may

mnd up doing thal
But then Sen. (DGa),
backed by a big bloc of Demo-

crats, came up with a proposal of
his own which, while not as stiff

as Bricker's, was also turned down
hy Eisenhower.

‘And Sen. Knowland of California,
Republican Senate leader, pro-
duced a compromise |, The
ntudy given George's and Know

suggestions

ind's com-
re with mll‘b given Bricker's, al-
the it might seem any consti-
|uml change as this lhu\lld e

uire plent;
B pm'" 4 proposal had been
given the full Senate tment

ln 1953
composed of eight and
seven al
hearings on it from February
o March.
A long stream of witnesses,

cluding cmmuutlnnl lawyers and
officials,

final version—now knwn as'
Bricker amendment. The
tee, Inrlolulh!l.hldmmol
its stalf of lawyers.

The George and Knowland pro-
posals, based generally on uu
same arguments, were the pro-
ducts of the past few days.

Australia, On The Move,
Cuts Ties With England

By ROBERT C. RUARK

SYDNEY, Australia

HERE has been, it seems to
me, more than a subtle
change in Australia since I was
here four years ago. It seems
to me that the country has
struck off on its own, and has
lost a great deal of its old
dependence on ‘England. It is
amore or less as if a lual but
young child had idenly
gained confidence and chopped
the apron strings.

There is a stirring here that
is more felt than seen; almost
smelt, as a matter of fact. There
was something of the same at-
mosphere at the end of the war
in Canada, at the start of its
big boom. I imagine we in the
States had something of  the
same thing at the start of the
century. when we really began

T

The discovery here of oil, and
of uranium, and the change in
government cannot be entirely
responsible. Mr can the ndm!s
sion of the migrants, although
undoubtedly {hey are all com-
pon of a whole. What I
really believe is that a certain
shock resulted from the war,
and that it took several years
w recover from it. And with

those years came a tion
that Australia was on l\u lone-
some own out here, and must
stand on its own, with much
less dependence on England
than_formerly.

AMERICA'S IMPACT

It “would be wrong to say
that Australia looks mere to
America than to England for
guidanee, but it certainly looks
less to Engllnd than formerly,

and the impact of America on
;n{: contlnen\ has certainly been
elt,

re again the Canadian
analogy makes itself apparent.
e sentimental ties nemsl. but
the uld childish  relian
Mum has been dmiplled by a
lruh confidence,
noticed wm: interest that
ln the recent meetin
ministers one Australian

editor asked R. A. Butler, Chan.
cellor of the Exchequer, if Eni
land were aware of this tran:
tion, to the discomfiture of sev-
eral representatives prmm
Chancellor Butler answered that
it was indeed noticed, and mrc
or less - pointed problem back
home. The inference wu that
ustralia someday; grow
to regard ‘the mother coumry
‘with the same sort of mild dis-
truxl with which America views

1 do mot believe there ever
vnll be, in this eountry at least,
he same sort of severance of
||:u with the old country that
America exercised, because we
were actively at war twice with'
England, and the cleavage was
complete, But at the same time
there must be some realization
here that Australia must fend
for herself; that there is very
little support to be gained in
the future by a childish depend-
ence on a small and momen-
tarily impoverished country so
many, many thousand miles
away,
This seems fo me to hs
healthy indeed, becau
mt sprawling land seems ur
arked for greatness, and the
m-men is achievable only
through Tlusty selfsufficiency.

>

1t Australi :lhu problems, unl‘
ustral lﬂﬂ‘"
smell ot its own lolntLou.
A RICH LAND %
It seems that recent Em
have yproven the land filthy
rich  with natural = resources,
and that the exploitation of
those resources is certain,
time the harnesséd atom
bound to alleviate the
prnhlem The country is ﬂl’hl

with migrants y

will swell the mmla'.inl:!r.aFI

whose racial wl!.h

native Australian

strengthen the ﬂhll of th W
tom

0 TO!
But of one thing T
unnlin in on m move a8 an
independent nation,

Cut A Factor In Recession

business recession is Communist
propaganda. On the contrary, they
believe that to head off reces-

sion you have to examine m eco-
nomic factors carefully, as they

was also why the Russian Em-
in Canada was completely
brazen about sending the atomic

secrets they stole in North Amer-
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