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What Will The Council Say Now?

SOR 16 YEARS, Dick Smith, by his own
} testimony, ran the numbers racket

in Charlotte. During that period, which
ended in 1948, he was arrested only
once.

And there was the Friendly City Club.

And the Flamingo Club.

And for a good many years, slot ma-
chines were operated openly in a number
of private clubs in Charlotte, whereas

across the border, in rural Mecklenburg,
County Police raided and smashed when.
p yone tried 1o set up the machines

This does not prove, of course, that
these illicit enterprises were “protected”
by bribes, gifts or other considerations
bestowed on friendly law enforcement
officers

But it does show, all too clearly, that
law enforcement broke down in this
community over a long period of time—
from negligence, from laziness, from cal

lousness, or just from lack of concern.
In pronouncing sentence on Smith,
Judge Wilson Warlick made the point
He wondered, said the judge, “how it
was possible for a man to operate rackets

here for 16 years and not be caught but
one time” And he added that “he
(Smith) must have had a lot of protec
tion from friends and others,"

The Smith story must disturb the con-
sciences of those City Councilmen who
have argued, all along, that there has
been nothing wrong with the Charlotte
Police Department that couldn't be
solved by a few bucks more a month in
the paychecks of policemen.

The trouble has gone much deeper
than that

Qver some 20 years, the Police Depart:
ment failled to enforce adequately the
Jaws against gambling and lotteries. And
for that failure, members of the City
Council, past and present, carinot evade

their ultimate responsibility,
Now that the furor over the recent
grand jury investigation has died down,

theirs is the opportunity to give Char-
Jotte a modern police department—
alert, aggressive, trim, efficient, imper-
sonal. The people will be watching to see
whether the Council meets its obligation.

Congress Digs Deep For Farmers

ESTERDAY afternoon the

voted 245 million dollars to the Com-
modity Credit Corporation, to enable it
to continue farm price support opera:
tions. The House had previously voted
741 millisn dollars for this purpose, as
requested by the President, and the two
bills now go to a joint conference. Be-
hind these actions were some fast ma-
neuvers which point up the shaky and
expensive foundation of the federal
agricultural program.

The CCC thought it had enough money
1o last until July 1. Then requests for
loans started pouring in—loans on wheat,
butter, corn, cotton. Last week the CCC
experts got their pencils out, figured
that they would be broke by Friday
night

So they got the House {o rush through
a bill which would let the Treasury can-
cel 741 million dollars worth of notes
from the CCC. In other words, under the
bill the CCC would be permitted to bor:
row the same money twice.

Then later gn, the plan went, the CCC
would come back and ask Congress to
hike its borrowing authority by one and
three quarters Million dollars (although
that probably wen't be enough to last
through another ctop year), and that sece
ond 741 million dollars would be paid

Senate back out of the one and three quarters

billion.

The Senate refused to be rushed into
fhis big deal last week. Some people
around Washington got frantic, said wires
should be sent to all county agents, tell-
ing them all support loans must cease,
pronto.

Sen. Williams of Delaware answered
that argument beautifully. Go ahead,
send out the wires, he said.

“Let the CCC go bankrupt and show the
voters where we stand.”

Had Sen. Williams' suggestion been
carried out, and a loan holiday declared,
it would have underscored, for farmers
and consumers allke, the

‘Don’t Worry, Friend — I'll Get You There'

No State Dept. Employe
Was Fired For Subversion

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON
ORE and more is coming out
about the fakery practiced
by certain persons in the ad-
ministration in the matter of
the so-called “security firings."
Consider, for example, the
lowing figures in the “[iring
from the State Department
first detalled breakdown @
able.

When it was first announced
that 1436 “security risks” had
been dismissed from government
service, the State Department’s
impressive lhlrt of this grand
total was put at 306, fact
is that the actual number of peo-
ple “dismissed for cause” mm
the State Department since Jan-
Vlﬂ'lyﬂl’lﬂumlﬂ Itis

Mot( of these 29, moreover,
were dismissed for such mun-
sing as excessive drinking,

mouthing, or money trou-
blu Not a single case of actual
subversion was involved. How
then,

were the figures on the
State Department's share of the
security firings arrived at?

The answer is a little hard to
believe, W. Scolt McLeod's se-
curity and personnel divisions
checked through the files of ev
eryone in the process of re:
ing from the State Departmen
— always a considerable number,
since the turnover in Lhe depart-
ment is high, The “security
risk” tag was then simply hung
on the names of 188 of these peo-
ple, on their way out, without
their knowledge. The total was
further fattened up by adding the
names of people who were be-
ing from the State

People’s Platform

Letters should be brief. The writer's

publicatio

Gunr;nnt Commended
For Letter On Yalta

Pinehurst
Editors, The News: ¥
MAV 1 take this opportunity to

thank and congratulate Ed-
ward C, Guerrant for his fine
letter about the controversial
Yalta Conference, -which ap-
peared in the Jan. 25 issue of
The News. Mr. Guerrant strong.
Xi fortifies what has always been
t f

of the present farm price support prav
grams. It would also have hurt many a
U. S. farmer in the process.

At the moment, there is nothing Con-
gress can do save give the CCC more
funds to carry out the price support pro-
gram Congress itself set up. But this inci-
dent has made it clear beyond any
doubt that a better answer must be
found. It makes mo sense whatsoever,
and it's expensive to boot, to continue
piling up huge quantities of surplus
foodstuffs for which there is no market
and from which the nation gets no bene-
fit.

Umstead Follows Judicial Traditions

YOV, WILLIAM UMSTEAD followed
the finest traditions of the judiclary
when he elevated Justice M. V, Barn-
hill to chief justice of the N. C. Supreme
Court and appointed Judge William H.
Bobbitt as an associate justice of the
court
Both men have distinguished them.
selves on the bench—Barnhill as the
senlor associate justice on the Supreme
Court, his term dating back to July 1,
1037, and Bobbitt as resident judge of
the 14th Judicial District (Mecklenburg
and Gaston counties) since Jan. 1, 1939,
When it became known that Chief Jus-
tice W. A. Devin planned to retire, bar
associations all over the state began
endorsing Judge Bobbitt for the impend-
ing vacancy—and for good reason. In
his long service to the 14th District,
Judge Bobbitt showed that he was emi-

nently qualified, by ability and by tem-
perament, for the high court. Moreover,
when he ran for the Supreme Court two
years ago, he lost a run-off Democratic
primary race to Judge R. Hunt Parker
by nnly 2288 votes out of a total of
186,276 votes, an indication of the re-
spect .‘\'urlh Carolinians everywhere hold
for him,

There Is no better measure for a
Supreme Court justice than his pre-
vious experience and performance in the
lower courts. Gov. Umstead might have
made a political appointment, but he
wisely turned to the Superior Court sys-
tem for his appointee.

Mecklenburgers, in particular, are
pleased that Judge Bobbitt is now Jus-
tice Bobbitt, and that Special Judge
Francis Clarkson is now in Bobbitt's
old post as resident judge: :

Shakespeare's Great Heritage

AST YEAR over 400 books on William

4 Shakespeare were published throughe
out the world. Hundreds of thousands
of classroom papers were written about
him. Thousands of lecturers spoke
about him. His plays were produced, in
many languages, in every corner of the
world.

Movie men have outdone themselves
in producing his Hexwy V, Hamier, A
Mmsummer Nicut's Dream, Hesny VIII
and Juuivs Caesar, which the National
Board of Review declared the best
film produced last year. A series of lec-
tures on Shakespeare began last night
at Charlotte College. And, many Char-
lotteans will recall, when Margaret Web-
ster came here a few years ago for a
single performance of a Shakespeare
play, the Armory was filled, the audi-
ence including hundreds of high school
children from a 20-mile radius. Next
1o the Holy Bible itself, no other writing
has so completely absorbed the mind of

man as have the works of William
Shakespeare
All of this is a good sign. It is a sign

that, regardiess of world tensions, man
Jikes to grasp that sense of timelessness,
that sense of the permanent, that he
provides. In a fastchanging world, man
likes to hold on to his heritage. He seeks
@ link with the past—his religion, his
#ncestry, the great literature of the past
Shakespeare presents yet another sym-
bol—a symbol that should not cause
anyone to go into chauvinistic ecstacies,

but should give all Anglo-Saxons quiet
pride. For those who occasionally claim
that the cultural standards of Western
civilization are not on a par with those
of other world cultures are hard put
when confronted with the record ofgthis
jewel of mankind, Shakespeare.
Shakespeare, whether in the class-
room, at a movie, or in the lecture hall,
provides a reassurance that mo matter
what goes on in the world one can be
sure that it is no more than a part of
the passing parade. When it is all done
there will still remain the basic things—
home, family, church, synagogue, Bible
~and Shakespeare. For in years to come,
no matter what else may happen, Wil-
liam Shakespeare will still be there, with
a wink of his eye, saying to Cassius:
“How many ages hence shall this our

lofty scene be acted over in states unborm
and accents yet unknown?™

A writer who claims knowledge of
what's going on behind the Iron Curtain
says there are almost no roller skates in
the Soviet domain, which leads us to’
think that maybe Russia's getting along
better than we thought—Lexmverox
HemaLo,

In reducing military personnel the
Army will discharge 20,000 “incompetent
soldiers” Gls say there is just one thing
to do with an incompetent; discharge
him or promote him to second lieuten-
ant.—Nrw ORLIANS STATES.

people: That the Yalta agree-
ment was not binding on the
three countries involved in the
conference.

Had this agreement been in.
corporated into a treaty (as FDR
told the conference it would

¢ fo be, and as he also told
Congress in his report of the
Yalta Conference), and then
signed by the three countries
and approved in the United
States by the Senate, many of
the things that have happened
probably would never have oc-
curred,

The Bricker lmendmenl nr
even

man magistrates as symbols of
authority to flog or put (o death”.
A strong permanent dictatorship.
Communism condensed means
“revolutionary socialism” or abol-
ishment of class distinction by
destruction of the capitalist and
professional classes by ruthless
revolutionary actions.
McCarthyism: To have all the
luxuries and privileges only for
mysell and my few ignoble friends

ame and address must be given, but may be withheld from
in the discretion of the Editors, The News reserves the right to condense.

in the inner courts. To coerce all
to think as 1 do; to harass, per-
secute and crucify those
dare oppose me. To create filthy
lmyunnda against any and all
political enemies, to suppress
lmdom of m press, speech and
the air wavi

Fascism, mnmtmlm Me-Ci
thyism—take your choice if ywu
mu

H. A. CHEEK.

Pedestrians Pose A Problem

Charlotte
Editors, The News:
THE pleture entitled "Where
The Carolinas Converge”, ap-
pearing in The News on Page
5 E, Jan, 29 and taken by Hunter
at Independence Square, certain-
ly depicts a vehicle-pedestrian
incident which' seems to be wor-
thy of comment.

The unfortunate but law-abid-
ing molorul loulhbmmd o ‘Try
on St wa

? y caught
changing tru fic !nghu and has

properly yielded the right-of-way

Y
should be soundly d!(eltld ll
is to be hoped that each of the

North Carolina senators will reg-

ister negative votes at the prop-
er time.
~ELMER M. SIMKINS

McCarthyism Defined,

Editors, The News:
TME shall reveal “His

In 2nd ‘meluhnhm 2:312 in-
clusive, Saint Paul warns us that
sons of perdition shall come and
that many will prefer hearing a
lie than the truth.

WASHINGTON

THI “Vigilant Women For The
Bricker Amendment™

havi
been swarming over Capitol Hill
m buttonholing

congress-
senators, and
l\llnllnl “pews” bulletins in au-
tomobiles.

lady, shaking finger, “T'd
soon change your mind!™

Vanishing Billion:
Treasury W chiefs are
e Lln Eu the man who's

pil m-. program

through the House of Represen-

Compared, Condemned §
Charlotte

1o the ped as seen Cross-
ing in front of the car. At least
one car eastbound on Trade St.

tatives — amiable, hard-working
Speaker Joe Martin. Joe came
out with a compromise plan for
drwpml excise taxes which will
lose the Treasury a one bil-
llun dollars and both Secretary of
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has been detained as seen in the
picture and undoubtedly others
are wmhnl but hidden (ram view
by the structuce in the lower left

oreg!

The situation dev
cause the pedestrians would not
delay themselves more than 20

car to clear the mmmum
Isn't this a case in favor of
the application of m- wcuhd
“Denver System” of traffic unu
whereby all vehicular movement
is halted in both directions on
both  streets while

TN M
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Lady In Elevator
Secretary of Welfare Oveu
Culp Hobby, the only lady C:

into the private elevator,
for “Senators only” but used also
by Cabinet members, congress-
men other dignitaries.

The elevator operator refused
to budge.

“I'm sorry,” he said. “This
elevator is for anly.”
"l\llﬂ.“‘ﬂ‘

amendment,
" posed it, would restrict the

benign or dire, past occurren
buman h:lenlim and the lallllnhty
of senators and presidents

Department to ol departments
or agencies. In short, a large
proportion of the “security fir-
ings” were never fired at all.

The figures given above are of
course subject to change, since
the grand total of “security fir-
ings" is also subject to change.
But these figures suggest how
completely phoney this numbers
game is. Moreover, the fact is
that there is nothing easier than
to hang the “securily risk" tag
on a government worker,

For example, when the files of
some 15000 .State Department
employes were examined, it was

The purpose of the whole “'se-
curity firing" operation has been
of course, lo convey the lmpm
sion of @& tremendous
cleaning, with subversives wnu
hurled out of the government in
droves. Because the State De.
partment has long been the chief
target of the congressional primi-
tives, special pressure was
brought on McLeod to deliver un
a maximum number of sacrificial
lambs. He appears io* have de-
livered handsomely.

One of the chiel authors of the
scheme s supposed lo be Attor-
ney General Herbert Bmwnﬂl It
is known, at least, that Brwu!l
gave the order litting
who were rnunln] o be labell m
“security risks” without their
knowledge—which seems about
as sportsmantike as shooting a
tethered rabbit with an elephant
gun. At any rate, whoever its
author, the scheme is now be-
ginning to backfire badly.

One group (report:
including presidential ad-
Adams) favors

edly
viser Sherman
Killing the issue once and for all
by publishing an honest break:
down, however {emporarily em-
barrassing this may be. Another

group (reportedly including
Brownell) favors riding the whole
thing out, claiming meanwhile
that nobody said anything about
the “security risks,” being fired
for subversion,

This claim, however, is unlike-
Iy to hold water, For example
in a speech some days ago in
New York, Postmaster Gamu
Mhur Summerfield of
people who were ncum
mks remarking rather lmully
that “somehow I do not feel too

amiably inclined \uvurd: p!oplz

who make treason a pre-occupa-

tion.” Some weeks earlier, lh]!
Presidential Counsel Bernard
Shanley claimed in a speech in
New Jersey that “l.ﬂ subver-
sives have been kicked out of
w:rnment since tha President
took offic

No dnubt Summerfield and
Shanley were quite honestly mis-
informed, and this

found that only about 3,000 did talked

m contain some sort of “derog-

information”—a morsel of
mullcmul gossip, a poison  pen
letter, something of the 'sort.
Thus, in four cases out of five,
some pretext exists for labelling
anyone who resigns or transfers

a “security risk.” No doubt the admi

same proportion would hold true
in any great private industrial
organization, if everybody in it
were encouraged to supply “‘derog-
atory information” about every-
body else.

itself suggests what a really inex-
cusable piece of fakery the whole
thing has been. It has also, of
course, been incredibly stupid
]mllncl A central asset of the
inistration is the atmosphere
of integrity which surrounds
President Eisenhower, Some of
the administration’s _backroom

boys seem determined to dissi-
pate this asset, in the name of
“smart” politics.

Bricker Amendment Dead;
Alternatives Still Alive

By JAMES MARLOW

'WASHINGTO!
UBLIC CONFUSION over the

. deha(e on it last week. Now the
mlud

on is

N born that no one could claim with

unassailable assurance lo know the
answer.

President Eisenhower started the
Bricker bleeding from

proposal by Sen. Bricker
'R-Ohlol to amend the Constitu-
tion seems dead in the form he
offered it.

‘The question mow is: Will the
Senate approve any kind of amend-
ment at all and, if so, what kind?

Bricker’s as he pro-

SipSah i
Wi ite approval pow=
eroll.h:l’rmmuymmuum
make executive agreements wi

other countries.

First question: Is such an amend-
ment necessary?  Constitutional
lawyers argue over that. Second
mmt«m 1f some Hml of restric-

ion is necessary, does the Bricker
£0 too (lr?

The dispute got so tangled in

| constitutional law, American  his:

tory, Supreme Court decisions, old
treaties, the foresight or lack of
it among the framers of the Con-
stitution, possible future nvenls.
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all pores when he publicly said he

‘was unalterably opposed to it. That

chilled the ardor of some of Brick-
er's supporters in the Senate.

Eisenhower protested the !rld-
er lmendmam would tie him and

's conduct of foreign

affairs in But he said he

not oppose some

some other

of amendment, provided it met

with his

'rhn Sen. George (D-Ga) came
up wi
This ld a lot of support from Sen-
ate Democrats. Now Sen. Kelluvu
(D-Tenn) and some other Des
crats have nllll lnmhu klnd of
proposal they think might fit the
problem and get er's
okay,

So now the Senate Is split at
least four ways: Bricker support-
ers, George supporters,
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