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Police Chief Needs More Authority

T IS DIFFICULT to say anything about
the Charlotte Police Department
without having either the enemies of
Chief Frank N. Littlejohn or his apol-
ogists on 8. Tryon St. distort or misinter-
pret what is said. Nonetheless, we shall

ny one thing clear from
the many ic rhubarbs in which the
department has been involved these last
10 or 12 years, it is that the administra
tion of the department has been bad.

1t may be that poor administration has,
in part, reflected the shortcomings of the
several executives who have headed the
department.

But whether that be true or not—and
we shall not argue the point today—it is
clear that the chiet“of the Charlotte
Police Department does not have the au-
thority he needs in order to carry out
section 40, subsection 3 of the City
Charter: “The chief of police shall be
responsibte. for the discipline and effi-
ciency of the police department.”

Elsewhere on this  page, -our -Dick
Young describes the limitations upon the ™
chief’s authority.

He eannot promote a man without the
appraval of the Civil Service Commis
sion.

He cannot demote a man until he has
made written charges to the Civil Service
Commission, after which a hearing must
be held.

And the final power of suspension or
discharge is also lodged in the Civil
Service Commission, and further but-
tressed by the right of appeal to Superior
Court.

It can be argued, quite convincingly,
that the men in the department need

Heed The Lesson Of

\HERE is building up in Washington a
' substantial opposition to increased
aid for Indochina and, specifically, the
dispatch of U. S. civilian technicians to
that frontier, as ordered by Adm. Rad-
ford.

Influential senators of both parties,
Democrats Byrd, Stennis and George and
Republican Saltonstall, deubt the wis-
dom of sending the technicians. Majority
Leader Knowland assured the Senate
that the administration has no intention
of going a further step and sending
combat forces to the beleagured coun-
try. Defense Secretary Wilson spoke
similarly, adding that victory for the
French and native forces is probable,
wnless Red China helps its puppets more.
He says the war there is going as well
as can be expected, the technicians will
be home by summer, and Indochina
won't become another Korea.

The point was developed in the Pres-
ident's press conference yesterday that
the senators were miffed because they
were not duly consulted regarding the
dispatch of technicians. Whether their
opposition stems from disgruntlement
or conviction, their attitude is disconcert-
ing. So also is Secretary Wilson's evalua-
tion of the Indochinese situation, be-
cause it is more optimistic than reports
of several seasoned observers fromt
Indochina.

There Is a disturbing similarity be-
tween official views expressed now and
those expressed before the China de-
bacle. The great outery for ald to China
came, you recall, after the Communists

protection against the whim, caprice or
vindictiveness of a chief of police,

But it can also be argued, equally cons
vincingly, that elvil service should never
be a protection for a lazy or inefficient
or careless public servant.

Chief Littlejohn has told the editors
of Tue News on many occasions that
there are men in his department who
are sitting on their hands, but that he
is helpless. He cannot demote them in
rank or shift them to jobs of less im-
portance until they do something so
flagrant that they can be hauled before
the commission for a full hearing.

1t is bad enough under Chief Little-
john. The problem would be much
greater should Chief Littlejohn, at some
future date, retire or be retired. A new
chief selected from the ranks—if indeed
there is a worthy candidate there—or
one brought in from the outside would
find his hands tied even more come
pletely, for he would lack the personal
prestige that comes from long authority,

In sum, were J. Fdgar Hoover him.
solf to inherit the Charlotte Police De-
partment, he couldn’t do much with his
inheritance under the present Civil Serve
fce Act,

In the recent hubbub over the police
department, the City Council has shied
away from this obvious weakness. It can
be corrected only by an act of the 1955
General Assembly.

While the session is still nearly a
vear off, the council should begin an
intensive analysis of the local act, study
other systems in other cities, and pre-
pare the way for greater authority for
the police chief in the reorganization
that must eventually be effected.

China And Korea

had ensconced C
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Charlotte
Editors, The News:

were anxious to reduce the U. §. com-
mitment, And before the Korean War
began, the then secretary of defense,
Louis Johnson, espoused a two minus
one equals three philosophy of defense
economy which was similar to the pres
ent “more bang for the buck” idea. Cer-
tainly the assurances of a reduced U. S,
commitment in Asia encouraged the
Reds to act boldly in China and later,
after the U. §. had drawn back, in Korea.

In sum, it appears that responsible
Americans once more are considering
yielding to popular demand for tax
reduction and decrease in the U. S.
commitment abroad, when the hard
facts of international affairs dictate that
the wiser course would be resolutely
to stop the Reds in Indochina now,
using such U. S. and allied men and
materials as are necessary. That kind
of a policy would be unpopular, but it
would be better, and cheaper in the
long run, than a repetition of the “too
little, too late” policy.

A further point—the mounting crisis
in Indochina reveals the big question
mark in the Dulles “instant retaliation”
theory. That policy is designed to deter
big wars. But the bald fact is that the
Communists do not seem now inclined
to start a big war. The gradual build-up
of a little war, as in Indochina, does
not afford the U. S. the opportunity of
even considering the awful question of
waging an atomic war of retaliation.
What are needed in Indochina are men
and materials, now. To deny their use
is but to delay a costlier final effort.

Truth About The State Department

HE MOST assiduously cultivated of
4 the McCarthy myths was that the
State Department, under President Trus
man, was full of Communists.

In February, 1050, McCarthy began
his rise to fame with a speech in Wheel-
ing, W. Va, in which he said he held in
his hand a list of 205 “card-carrying”
Communists in the State Department

In later speeches, he reduced the num-
ber, and softened his accusation to say
that they were people “with Communist
connections.”

In the next four years, McCarthy
darted from one target to another, but
always returned to the State Departs
ment. Even after John Foster Dulles
took over, McCarthy kept up his steady
drumfire.

What are the facts® Jaseph and Stew-
art Alsop, in their article on Page 1 of
Tue News yesterday, gave them.

R. Scott McLeod, State Department

From The Milwoukee Journol

security officer and an enthusiastic Me-
Carthy man, finally confessed to a con-
gressional subcommittee that he had
found no Communists in the department.
Since the Eisenhower administration
took over, only eleven persons have
been dropped for “loyalty reasons”, not
as Communists or proved subversives,
Seven of these cases had been initiated
by former Secretary Acheson, only four
by Mr. Dulles.

And Undersecretary Walter Bedell
Smith went further. He said that so far
25 he knew there had never been any
Communists in the department, except
for Alger Hiss and one other minor
official fired long ago. z

Truth will out, as the saying goes. But
will the myth be shattered? Or will it
linger on, an evil and diabolical thing,
fed by the fuel of human suspicion and
fanned by the gusts from the Wisconsin
blatherskite?

TOP NEWS

| T makes news’ To a large ex-
b tent it depends on the part of the
world in which you live—and the things
that make news can be quite revealing

An item in the Hungarian newspaper
Estt BuoaresT offers a good example. A
woman named Terezie Eppinger, reports
the paper, went to buy some coal at the
Tuker fuel depot No. 1 in Budapest.
One Mrs. Gyorgy Bankl, coal depot em-
ploye, informed Mrs. Eppinger that the

I~

slock of briquet coal had run out. If
Mrs. Eppinger would leave her phone
number, Mrs. Banki would call her as
s0on as the coal was available.

What's news about that? Wait for the
punch line. The very next day, exult-
antly reports Esmt Bunarest, Mrs. Banki
telephoned Mrs. Eppinger and told her
the coal had arrived

In captive Hungary, under much-
vaunted Communist economy, that's
news!

i

wE that you are
not responsible for theories
or criticism expressed by writers
in “The People’s Platform”,
which is reasonable.

However, it seems proper to
judge a_newspaper by the char-
acter of its staff writers and
selected columnists. T think a
newspaper has a low standard
of moral ethics when it selects
a columnist who makes a habit
of sneaking into women's dress:
ing rooms and making capital of
his observations on such a quest.

An example of such practice
is “New York Doings" by Earl
Wilson, sensational columnist, in
The Charlotte News, Saturday,
Feb. 6, 1054,

«B. T. WALKER
Presidents Assume
Too Much Power

Pittsboro
Editors, The News:

\HE CHANCES are that there

will be but little, if any-
thing, done to check the trend of
government away from the
ple, which the Bricker amend-
ment was designed to do. Wheth-
er it was too far reaching and
therefore an unreasonable limita-
tion upon the executive branch
of our government, 1 am not go-
ing to attempt to say. I do say,
without hesitation or geservation,
that if something is not dene to
check the trend of government
by executive orders here at home
and executive agreeménts or
commitments abroad, we will
soon find it necessary fo have a
new declaration of independence
and a repudiation of both orders
and commitments, or kiss the
last vestige of fi we have

goodby.

It has been said that Lincoln
did not issue but one executive
order during the Civil War and
none while acting as execulive.
Certainly, the President, while
acting as commander-in-chief of
the nation's armed forces, has to
issue executive orders but as
President of the nation he has no
inherent to issue executive
orders. His function is to_execute
the laws enacted by the Congress.
The U. §. Supreme Court laid to

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON
THOUGH the Repabican N
tional Committee plans a
campaign chest of $3.8 million
for next November's elections
and won't have too much trou-
ble raising it, the boys are hav.
ing trouble raising the
dates

In Montana, the GOP has allo-
kit

Jim Murray, Democrat, but so far
they've found no takers. One year
ago R licans were lathering
to tackle Jim Murray, but more
recently there's been no enthus-

fasm.

In Wyoming, the Republicans
still can't find a top-notch candi-
date willing to fun against Sen.

Hunt. Con-

gressman Will H. Harrison so far
has said no.

In West Virginia, no Republican
of prominence and potentiality is
available to run against veteran
Sen. Matt Neely, Democrat, who

la

rest that concept of the powers
of the executive in Mr. Truman's
attempt to seize key industries
of the country to avoid a strike.
But we still have executive or-
ders and will have them so long
as the people are willing to re-
main indifferent, while their gov-
ernment is slipping away from
them. Power feeds upon power,
and it affects alike the possessors
thereof irrespective of political
alignments.

The executive agreement or
commitment, however, is without
constitutional authority at all.
“He (the President) shall have
power, by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate,
make treaties, provided two-
thirds of the Senators present
concur.” ‘This comprises all the
power the President has in his
dealing with other nations, yet
there have been more executive
agreements made with foreign
countries that we know of than
there have been treaties. During
the first 150 years of our exist-
ence as a nation we had 800
treaties and 1200 executive
agreements, and during the last
15 years we have had 200 treaties
and 1400 executive agreements.
‘These are the published agree-
ments, and Secretary Dulles says
that the unpublished agreements
have run into the thousands since
the end of World War II

1 am no alarmist nor am I a
partisan. All I am trying to do
is to get the facts before the peo-
ple, in the belief that when they
get facts rather than propaganda,
they will begin to think about
what is happening in this coun-
try of ours and d
something about it — the
ual loss of our freedoms.

We have world-wide obligations
and commitments that the peo-
ple of the United States have no
knowledge of, not even the Con-
gress; yet we go complacently
along as if nothing unusual is
happening. We have a network
of air bases all over the globe,
and military establishments or
detachments in 49 nine different
nations, as well as naval depots
and supply stations that run into
the billions of dollars, all the re-
sult of executive agreements. We
have recently supplied France
with bombers to be used in Indo-
China and have just sent in hun-
dreds of technicians to keep them

o
grad-

in commission — all any
congressional authority, yet it
may result in a major war in far

Asia. It would be pure
caviling to contend that soldiers
in civilian clothes are ot sol-

New GOP

has been in politics since 1917,
In Minnesota, where the GOP

diers. The technicians were taken
from our armed forces.

1 might go on and on in citing
unauthorized war-like acts on our
part; but I have cited enough to
provoke serious thinking on the.
part of our people. It is my can-
did belief that if we do not get
into a major war within the near
future, it will not be our fault.
We are certainly inviting it.

JOHN W. HESTER
Nation Needs No

Inland Seaports
Washington, . C.
Editors, The News:

TH reference to your edi-

torial of Jan. 25 on the St.
Lawrence seaway entitled “Prog-
ress Along the St. Lawrence,”
we are reading in the newspa-
pers every day of the plight of
the American Merchant Marine.
American flag operators have
been meeting in Washington re-
cently to discuss what they
should do—whether they should
seck permission to transfer more
of their vessels to foreign flags,
where they could be more cheap-
1y operated, or whether to ask
for increased subsidies, Their
plight has been a subject of
study by the Sen:

Civil Service A ct Limits

Chief's Power

By DICK YOUNG
Charlotte News Stalf

Full authority over the person:
nel of the City Police Dept. (and
the Fire Dept., too, for that mat-
fer) does not rest with the Chief.

The Sorvi

tions affecting: the conduct of &
police officer and his continued
service as a member of the de-

of the
City of Charlotte shall be dis-
missed, removed or discharged
except for cause upon writlen
complaint signed by the chie. . .
and until after the said officer or
employe has been given an op-
portunity to be y
Civil Service Board in his own
defense and in the event suéh of-
ficer or employe is convicted of
wiolating the rules and regula-
tions of the ve depart-
ment said boi may: dismiss,
spend or discharge said officer

fo ex days or may
find said officer or employe not

“Provided further that the chiel
Police

to the
above hereby, has the authority
under this act to suspend any of-
ficer or employe of their respec-
tive department violating any
rul regulations of such de-
partmenl may cite them to
the Civil Service Board for trial,
said Civil Service Board shall
hold a hearing 10 days from the

of the chief

Fire or Police Department may
suspend without pay for a period
of time not exceeding 30 days
any officer or employe in the fire
or police department under said
chiel's supervision for violating
any rules or regulations. . .pro-
vided however that if any offi-
cer or employe wishes to do o
he may appeal from the order of
the chief to the Civil Service
Board by giving written notice of
appeal to said board with copy to
the chief within five days from
the issuance of said order; pro-
vided further, that if the officer
or employe suspended by the
chief does not appeal to the Civil
Service Board within the time

To Reorganize

prescribed by this sel and the
chiel does not cite ssld oIkL;:
or employe to appear

Civil Service Board, then at
expiration of 3 days suspension
or at the expiration of lb.wn
ber of days the olficer Or em-
ploye is suspended, the officer or

or employe is not gui
charges dismissed, then
that event the uidﬂ;alum or ~
loye shall be fully

:m veimbursed for any loss of
time sustained by reason

decision of the Civil Service
Board to Mecklenburg Superior

Court.
On this point the Civil Service

Act provides:

“If said officer or employee
shall be found < guilty by “said
board and punished by said
board as herein provided, said of-
ficer or employe may take an ap-
peal from fhe order or decree
of said board to the Superior
Court of Mecklenbiirg County and
the trial upon said appeal shall
be denovo."

OTHER STIPULATIONS

There are stipulations regard-
ing this appeal which the offi-
out, He must

bers in the department, subject
to majority approval of the Civil
Service Board. demotions
shall be made only after written
charges preferred and: a hearing
before the Civil Service Board,
\ﬂ:g must approve by majority
‘yote,

Democrats Thankful That
They Aren't Still- In Office

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON

IF ‘THE Democratic opposition
is preparing a comprehen-
sive program to put before the
voters as an allernative in the
«campaign this fall, the signs of it
are few and far between, When
they are candid, many Demo-
crats will say that they don't
need a program. They will simply
capitalize the discontent of farm-
ers with falli ices and if un-
employment is still » then
the resentment of city voters can
also be turned against the party
in pe

itics

power. q
This is, of course, the
It d in

ate
on Interstate and Foreign Com-
merce.

In this situation do you think
it can possibly be in the national
interest or in any way helpful to
our national economy to build a
waterway on which less than 4

cent of American flag ves
sels can navigate? The Midwest
traffic, which is such a large
g:n of their tonnage now, would

turned over to the smaller,
cheaper-operated foreign vessels
that would be able to get
through the so-called seaway.

Is it conceivable that it is in
the national interest for a coun-
try with 7,000 miles of seaboard,
with innumerable ports on which
billions of dollars have been
spent and which are more than
adequate to handle all the for-
eign trade we now have or can
ever expect to get, for this coun-
try to create additional part.
time seaports more than
miles

the past. For years the slogan cf
the Republican Party was the full
dinner pail.
But there
day. In the eyes of the rest of the
world the American free enter-
prise system is on trial
before. And

Ahey were in office,
WAR BROUGHT JOBS

Neither party has come to any
o o i o ot
on how ve
farm surpluses piling up. in un-
precedented volume. Th?lupubv
l.l:ll high command may be right

must not be forgotten that from
1933 through 1840 the New Deal
tried various . remediés o

is a difference to-

these facts of 'life ' cannot be
stressed too . Wh the
Democrats, with their dissensions
and divisions, could come Any
nearer to solving the riddles of
our day is the-question mark that
casts a long shadow across the
difficulties the Republicans are
having. One hears many Demo-
crats, including staunch adher-
ents of Adlai Stevenson, saying,

God we aren't in office.”

It lacks a majority in the Sen.
te and the nominal Republican
majority of two or three in the
House cannot be counted on
sta ind major pieces of
r“nmmrallnn legislation. ‘The split

Senate Candidates Scarce

crat bub with a gro
o et o B4
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