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‘Accent On Attitudes: The Problem
Of Traffic Safety In North Carolina

There was of course no way of knowing
whether you were being watched at any
given moment. . . It was even conceiv.
able that they watched everybody all the
time.

—Nivereen EiGHTY-FOUR

WIIAI‘ was conceivable In George
| Orwell's chilling novel about the
future is fortunately inconceivable today
in North Carolina. No Thought Police
lurk in the shadows to pick the brains
of unwary “wrong thinkers.” But on Tar
Heel highways, Motor Vehicles Commis-
sioner Ed Scheidt’s State Highway Patrol
has almost turned an Orwellian myth
into a law enforcement principle. Almost
—but not quite.

The Scheidt system: Watch as many
of the state's motorists as much of the
time as possible.

He does it with electric “whammies,”
saturation patrolling and the simple de-
vice of planting a trooper by the side
of the road where he can see and be
seen. This watch-war, combined with
frequent arrests and a bundle of special
tricks to discourage law breakers, has
been effective. The highway. accident
death toll has declined this year.

But speeding and reckless driving still
make Tar Heel highways among the most
dangerous in the nation. Motorists in 35
other states have a better chance of
avoiding a fatal accident than do the
motorists of North Carolina. For eight
consecutive years, the automobile has
taken over 1,000 lives a year in this
state.

Watching everybody—all of the time—
would not prevent this slaughter. Some-
thing more is needed. Something has to
be done about the attitude of Tar Heel
drivers. Only by concentrated attention
and effort on driver attitudes can law
enforcement authorities possibly probe
to the heart of the traffic safety prob-
lem in North Carolina

..

HE framework for just such a pro-

gram was laid Friday in Raleigh
when the Governor's Traffic Safety
Council held its first meeting. If present
plans are carried through to completion,
it will be the largest, most dramatic
mass indoctrination program on the ele-
ments of traffic safety ever attempted
in this country.

Beginning soon, safety will be pro-
moted with the same force and effective-
ness that North Carolina’s health, high-
way and school needs have been treated
in the past. This program deserves the
earnest attention and support of every
Tar Heel who can walk or drive a car
or ever expects to walk or drive a car.

What he will see and hear may save his
life and the lives of his loved ones. It is
as simple as that.

Hollywood stars, radio and television
personalities, major sports figures, circus
performers and even the man in the
street will help bring the ABC's of traffic
safety to North Carolinians. Much of
the direction will come from retired en-
tertainer Kay Kyser. The University of
North Carolina's Communications Cen-
ter is shooting 57 films—to run from 30
seconds to 30 minutes—for Tar Heel
movie houses, television stations, and
school, church and civic club use. Scores
of radio transcriptions are also being
made—both spot announcements and
full-length programs.

Among those who will talk safety to
Tar Heels are Charlotte’s Billy Graham,
Randolph Scott, Hoyt Wilhelm and John
Scott Trotter, as well as James Stewart,
Dick Powell, Debbie Reynolds, Jackie
Robinson, Mickey Rooney, Jack Webb,
Amos and Andy, Ringling clown Emmett
Kelly, Durham golfer Mike Souchak and
UNC quarterback Albert Long. A nume
ber of films and transcriptions have
already been made in Hollywood, New
York and Chapel Hill with these per.
sonalities—many of whom appear with
the State Highway Patrol's Maj. Charles
Speed.

LI

WHILF. the campaign is under way,

the state safety battle will be
fought on three other fronts: Enforce-
ment, engineering and education in the
public schools. These are the Three E's
of the continuing struggle to save lives
on North Carolina highways.

But, most important of all, the people
must be fully informed and aroused be-
fore they can make their highways safer.
It will take mass participation as well
as individual effort and high moral cour-
age.

We believe the governor. Mr. Scheidt
and the traffic safety council have hit
upon the formula for success in the
difficult field of public safety. We are
proud to be a member of the safety
program's advisory body. We will do all
in our power to make the movement a
success and we urge the general public
to pledge the same sort of unqualified
support.

The important thing about this pro-
gram is that participation need not be
delayed. Charlotteans can begin today—
and then rededicate themselves Dec. 15
on Safe-Driving Day, proclaimed by both
President Eisenhower and Gov. Hodges.

The time to begin practicing safety is
now.

Is It Wrong To Hurry Christmas?

'HE SMOKE you smell is from a burn-

ing yule log and that sound is the
tinkle of sleigh bells. Christmas is al-
ready here. It came when the tinsel and
colored lights appeared above midtown
streets and stores filled their display
windows with holly wreaths and papier-
mache Santa Clauses. No matter what
the calendar says, the curtain has gone
up on the merriest of seasons.

This eagerness to enter the private
world of Christmas is not as evil as it
sometimes sounds. It is neither irrever-
ent nor materialistically profane. It mere-
ly expresses the great love of most Ameri-
cans for the happiest holiday of the
year.

The spirit of Christmas is so great
that it cannot be telescoped into a sin-
gle day of the year. It has naturally
overflowed into a joyful period of antici-
pation that begins back in November.
It is an enchantment that touches all
!ut the h.«rd t of hearts,
rmy awaiting H-hour,
ppers I- ve held their fire for months,

s}"

From The Rocky Mount Telegram

But they are tramping the streets now
with undisguised elation and arms loaded
with all the red-bowed bundles they can
afford.

The whole town rocks with adolescent
merriment and yet beneath all the tin-
sel and glitter the true spirit of Christs
mas burns with everlasting brilliance.
No matter how much we paint the sea-
son with false symbols and commercial
ism, this flame never flickers and dies.
It is always at the heart of the Yuletide
spirit

If the Christmas season begins earlier
every year it is because man has greater
and greater need for the hope and joy
that Christmas brings.

lke's Score

HIS being a golfing neighborhood,

duffers of varying political persua-
sion may appreciate Democratic Sen. Bob
Kerr's latest quip. Says he's finally found
out the President’s golf score, It's 103.
In in 52. Out in 58

THE PERSIMMON ISSUE

le with Jim M. Fox and
imon tree has occurred.
will remember, the
S up every
persimmons get ripe. Mr
then starts his com-
ripened fruit litt

ook
the tin
Fox
plair

bout th

up his vard and T st n my defense of
his persimmon tree as a very noble
work of nature which should be allowed

a and
Fox says the tree sh
I insist that if he doesn't like
simmons on the ground he get
him some possums and plant them in
the yard to take care of the surplus of
{ruit.

Mr. Fox started things humming the
other day by dispatching a huge box
of persimmons. The special messenger
merely muttered, “a gift from Mr. Fox,"
and vanished.

Since I am on record, even in the
State Supreme Court where the clerk,
Adrian Newton, has had sharp words
with me concerning persimmons and
livermush, I am not in a position to
eat persimmons until after the frost has
nipped ’em. I am also opposed in this
stand by Pete Ivey, Winston-Salem edi-
tor, who maintains that | ersimmon ay
be eaten at any time frost or no frost.

Pete’s mother, Mrs. C. W. Ivey of Rocky
Mount, challenged me over the telephone
to come over to her house and taste some
of her persimmons, which, she main.
tains, are as good as anybody could want
nd have experienced mary a nip of
rost.

The state of Kentucky is planning to
give not only physical but mental tests to
persons applying for drivers’ licenses.
We would—if it came to this—rather see
peorly visioned but intelligent persons
behind steering wheels than eagle-eyed
iots —BiRMINGHAM NEws.

A kick from a mule restored a Ten-
nessee man's speech. It would be inter-

esting to know what he said. — Forr
Myers (Fra.) News-Press.
If children are to be taught better

manners, some observers think, they may
have to be separated from their parents
—LAUREL (Miss.) LEADER-CALL.

Evangelist Billy Graham has found that
our city is full of sin, but that couldn't
possibly be the reason New Orleans is
called America'’s most interesting city,
and any resemblance there is purely co-
incidental.—NEw ORLEANS STATES.

JOIN THE
CAMP FIRE

GIRLS
Now !

“Gee, a delinquent doesnt stand a chance any more . , .

A New Third Party?

The Eruption On The Right

WASHINGTON

HE Democrats have already

decided on the strategy they
will adopt in the matter of Jo-
seph R. McCarthy, now that he
has been censured. It is to “leave
him lie where they flang him."

Logically, of course, McCarthy’
should now be forced to answer
the questions which he was cen-
sured for refusing to answer. A
few Democrats — those who be-
lieve McCarthy should be expelled
—favor making the altempt to
force him to do so. But the great
majority want to avoid any re-
vival of the McCarthy issue, when
the Democrats take control of the
Senate.

But there is nothing easy about
the problem that now confronts the
Republicans, The censure vote re-
vealed, as nothing else could, how
deep is the split in the Republi-
can party.

KNOWLAND'S POSITION

Moreover, Senate Republican
Leader William Knowland has
seemingly gone over fo the ant
Eisenhower wing of the party with
his votes against censure. Know-
land's position, taken together
with the implacable fury of the
right-radicals, makes it difficult
to see how the Republican Party
can operate in the Senate an or-
ganized political grouping with an
agreed central strategy.

The MeCarthy battle has also
badly damaged thé grass roots
rarty organization, especially in
the Middle West. Most Democrat-
ic Party workers are profession-
als—they have city hall jobs or
useful city hall connections. Most
Ttepublican Party workers are
amateurs. And in  the Midwest,
many of these amateurs are Me-
Carthy fanatics.

TOP TO BOTTOM

Thus the cleavage on the Me-
Carthy issue is complete, from
top to hottom of the Republican
party. And now, on top of every-
thing else, there is more and
more talk of a proMcCarthy
third party movement. This talk
seemed until recently an empty
threat by the McCarthyites. Now
it begins to lock serious. simply
because the irreconcilables have
nowhere else o £o.

This third party talk has caused
much gleeful anticipation in Dem-
ocratic circles, just as the Coms«
munist - run Progressive Party
movement caused much delight in
Republican circles in 1848. But
there are perfectly genuine rea-
sons for believing that, even if a
McCarthy third party mévement
does develop, the Democrals now-
adays may be counting just as

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

By STEWART ALSOP

many unhatched chickens as the
Republicans in 194,

Take, for example, New Jer-
sey vote this year, which has not
been generally understood. In
New Jersey, a tavern keeper and
perennial candidate called Henry
Krajewski got himself on the bal-
lot. He ran as an all-out pro-Me-
Carthy candidate. He got close to
30,000 votes, almost 10 times the
margin by which Republican CIif-
ford Case beat Democrat Charles
Howell.

But the extraordinary aspect of
the Krajewski vote is this. The
bulk of his votes came from nor-
mally overwhelmingly Democratie
precincts in Jersey City. The con-
clusion is obvious — and it is
the conclusion the New Jersey

Democrats have drawn. Krajew-

ski beat Howell. Or, to put it an-
other way, MecCarthy elected
Case,

A further conclusion is also ob-
vious. A defection of the right
wing radicals would not only end
the lon, awony within the Repub-
lican y. It might actually help
the Repuhliclnu at the polls. For
in many areas where McCarthy s
strongest, a McCarthy party would
split the Democratic vote far more
than the Republican vote. More-
over, as the 1048 vote suggested,
there is an underlying self-com-
rensatory rule in American poli-
tics. A party gains, rather than
loses, by shuffling off its radical
extremes.

Knowland Split The GOP

From The Washington Post & Times-Herald

BY HIS vote against the McCar-
thy censure Sen. Knowland
has virtually ended his usefulness
as Senate Republican leader. One
must respect the sincerity of con-
viction that led him to his posi-
tion. But in taking this stand—as
in his frequent tangles with Presi-
dent Eisenhower on foreign policy
—Mr. Knowland has elected to be-
come, not the spokesman for the
Republican Party in the Senate,
but the accomplice of a negahve-
minded right - wing minority.
Whether he intended to do so or
not, he has split the party; and
in the circumstances he ought to
have the courtesy to resign,

It is true that Mr. Knowland
said the McCarthy censure was an
issue for individual consciences
rather than a party matter. But
it was inevitably a party ques-
tion as well as a question of con-
science. Although the affronts to
the honmor and dignity of the
Senate were of first concern,
many of McCarthy's incursions
were against the Republican ad-
ministration. This is the case
even though there has been some
lingering tendency in the execu-
tive branch (o temporize on M-
Carthy. Sen. McCarthy's disgrace-
ful conduct in the Zwicker case
was really a challenge to the
President. And the man in the
White House is not, as Sen. Knowl
and sometimes seems to believe,
the governor of an alien and hos-
tile province, but a man of the
same flesh and blood as the Re-
publican Party in the Senate.

No one should expect a legisla-
tive leader to be a mere rubber-

stamp for the President. But at
least the criterion ought to be a
basic like-mindedness, and a will-
ingness to cooperate in working
for agreed-upon objectives, Presi-
dent Eisenhower indicated his ap-
preciation of this need at his
press conference yesterday. Yet
Mr. Knowland seems content to
pull in the opposite direction
from the President. Now that the
Republicans have finally put a
man in the White House, Mr,
Knowland has aligned himself
with a group that is out to frus-
trate and destroy the President.
This is not a question of Mr.
Knowland's legal right as a mem-
ber of a separate and coequal
branch of government; it is a
question of good sense and in-
traparty cooperation. No party
can operate effectively in this
fashion.

‘What can the President do if
Mr. Knowland will not resign? It
would of course be a grave mis-
take for the White House to jeop-
ardize relations with the Senate
by intervening directly. But cer-
tainly it can devise ways of work-
ing with moderate Republicans
in the Senate who represent the
general Eisenhower philosophy.
Actually the President will be
compelled to become in a sense
his own majority leader, to assume
a more positive position of lead-
ership in building coalitions for
his program — and this may be a
good thing all around. The worst
thing the administration could do,
for its own success as well a
for the national welfare, would hl
to trim its sails to suit Mr.
Knowland's wind.

Rocketships Ex ploring Outer
Space In 1965? It's Possible

By ROLAND SAWYER

In The Christian

WASHINGTON

VIDENCE is accumulating that

the men in the United States
who know the most about space-
ships, but who can say so little,
believe that spaceships soon can

built. By soon is meant 10 to
15 years. There is a question as
to who will be the first to achieve
this feat, Americans or Russians.
It might be more accurate to say
that the first to achieve this feat
will be Germans, either German-
Americans or German-Russians.
For the idea of a man-made satel-
lite, an orbital station, is more of
a German idea than of any other
nationality.

There's much activity now in
the spaceship business not only
in the United States but in the
Soviet Union. It is increasing.
Probably it would be inaccurate
as well as flippant to refer to
‘what is going on as a race, But
it seems to be established that
there are scientific projects un-
der way in both the Soviet Union
and the United States to achieve
what a decade ago would have
been regarded as lunatic — to
launch a device from the surface
of the earth that will become a
tiny particle in space, traveling
in the orbit of the earth.

One_evening recently the Wom-
en’s National Press Club in Wash-
ington invited as its speaker a
man who had as much {o say as
any speaker who has appeared
before the National Press Club
(all male) in a long time.
That is an accomplishment, for
to the latter's table of late have
come Premier Mendes - France,
Premier Yoshida, Arnold Toyn-
bee, and Chancellor Adenauer.
The ladies invited a man far less
well known, but who could turn
cut to be more influential than
any of these names, a man who
nearly turned the tide of World
War II against the Allies.

The women's speaker was Dr.
Wernher von Braun, leader of
that group of German scientists
who developed the V-2 rocket
which, had it come a little soon-
er, might have stopped the Allies
from ever recrossing the Channel,
in 1844, Dr. von Braun lives in
the United States where for nine
years he has been working for
the Army perfecting rockets and
feeling that he is closer to his
great hope of German days —
the building of a_spaceship. H
told the Women's Press Club this
could be done in 10 to 15 years,
especially if the United States was
wl]llng to attempt this on a
“erash drive” basis and spend
“geveral billion dollars."

At this moment of hope that
some day the national budget

People’s
Please keep letters brief, and
may be withheld. The News

Santa’s Impersonators

Never Look The Part

Charlotte

B

Editors, The News:

"M NOT QUITE sure whether

your editorial, “Toyland Re-
visited Or Santa's Sorrow,” was
kidding department store Santa
Clauses or kidding the reader.
1f it was the former, I'm all for
you. If it was the latter, I really
don’t mind.

I've always suspected that de-
partment store Santas really hate
kids deep down underneath. But
what I really ohject to is that few
of them really look like Santa
Claus, They appear in the most
ridiculous, ill - fitting costumes
with heavily rouged faces and
cotton beards or some cheap mask.
They are more likely to frighten
youngsters than enchant them
One scared the living daylights
out of me at the tender age of
five and I've never quite recov-
ered. He was trying to produce a
Jolly laugh at the time, I think
k at all like kind-
y Nick. There should be a
code of standards or something
for these seasonal actors. They
should all have to meet certain
specifications. If they don’t then
the kids will revolt.
=GEORGE MARSHALL BATES

Science Monitor

may be balanced, such a program
may seund illusory. But this may
not be impossible. For not all
the German scientists who are
rocket specialists came over to
the American side in 1945. Some
of them went with the Russians,
such as one Herr Grottrop, a
friend of von Braun's, one of the
inner circle at Pennemunde, the
German experimental station on
the Baltic. Herr Grottrop went with
the Russians voluntarily and very
likely is doing for them what Dr.
von Braun is doing for the Amer~
icans — perfecting rockets and
hoping to build a spaceship.
RUSSIANS BUSY

There seems to be little doubt
that the Russians are attempting
this, William P. Lear, a Cali-
fornia airplane parts manufactur-
er whose firm, Lear, Inc., works
closely with the United States Air
Force on classified projects said
recently that “‘we know" the Rus.
sians are engaged in the space.
ship endeavor. Lt. Gen. D. L. Putt,
chief of the Air Force's Research
and Development Command, has
‘warned that circumstances make
it apparent that the Russians are
attempting to develop a spaceship
ahead of the United States, with
1ie help of German scientists and
tons of captured scientific docu.
ments.

So spaceships seem to have ar-
rived at the point of probability
in the thinking of mankind. While
he problems seem fantastic to
the en, they apparently do
not trouble Dr. von Braun, The
spaceship will have to be heavy
enough to withstand enormoug
heals and pressures, and suffie
ciently powerful to climb 600 miles
into the sky beyond earth's
gravitational pull. This will re-
quire two, three or more stages
of rockets. Once that is achieved
and men have arrived in space
how would they ever return to
earth? “It is one of our biggest
problems,” said Dr. von Braun,
“but not an unsurmountable ob-
stacle.”

There is the clue to the ulti.
mate success of this venture,
either in America or in Russia.
The Peenemunde scientists and
their United States or Soviet col-
leagues are mot fazed by what
would appear to be unsolvable
problems. It's a question largely,
in their eyes, of time, money, an
determination. And if the space-
ship, or satellite, is achieved,
what then? It could be used for
war, for the domination of man-
kind. Or, says Dr. von Braun, it
could be a stopping point for ex-
ploratory travel to Mars or the
moon.

Dr. von Braun prefers Mars.

Platform

give name and address. Names
reserves the right to condense.

‘The Happiest Day’
For All Communists

San Antonio
Editors, The News:

I READ your editorial in this
week's News in which you
endorse the censuring of Sen.
McCarthy, This is the happiest
day that the Communist left-
wingers, leftwing commentators,
the Daily Worker and Commu-
nists living abroad have ever
enjoyed—all due to the censur-
ing of a great man fighting
communism.
—AUSTIN F, HANCOCK,
Chairman, American Heritage

Protective Committee.

Defeat Senators Who

Voted For Censure
Charlotte

Ed; , The News:

HE U. S. Senate Communist
. sympathizers voted 67 of
them to uphold communism and
censure McCarthy. The voters
back home should get busy and
see to it next election that these
senators are defeated at the
polls. That is the only way we
can uphold Americanism against
its enemie:
=PARKS A. YANDLE

Pressure Mounts For Preventive War

publicans  voting

for McCarthy were
strong China-lobby senators and had re-

portant than protocol and held eight
secret meetings

with the Chinese in

able to prevail. Dulles recommended that
we work through the United Nations.

HE preventive war group in the Pen-
tagon and on Capitol Hill has now
focused presidential ~attention on two
possible opportunities for a showdown
with Red China—either of which could
lead to war.

No. 1 is over the Nationalist. held is-
land of Quemoy, three miles off the
Red China coast, which a majority of
the joint chiefs of staff wanted to make
the dividing line between peace and war,
Ike said no,

No. 2 is over tough measures to obtain
the release of American fliers held as
“spies’ by Red China. Again Ike vetoed
tough measures,

The secret Cabinet debates over these
questions highlight the mest important
decision President Eisenhower has had
to make in his entire career. His de-
cision so far has been for so-called
“coexistence.” But the pressure from
some of his old comrades in the Penta-
gon is getting stronger. More and more
there is talk of those old American
mottoes that used to mean something
“Don’t Tread On Me" and “Millions For

Defense But Not One Cent For Tribute.”

More arnd more, also, there is
among Senate Republicans that Eisen-
he and Dulles are following the Tru-

man-Acheson line,

Finally, the question of a showdown
with Red China and possible preventive
war had undertones all through the Mc-
Carthy debate, where many of the Re-

ceived campaign contributions from it.
Thus the split within the Republican
Party widens in somewhat the same pro-
portion as the split within the Pentagon
—over the most important issue facing
Eisenhower and the nation. In fact, the
split on Capitol Hill is fed in part by
leaks to senators from military leaders.

Backstage Debate

To understand the full dramatic im-
port of the debate it's necessary to re-
port the play-by-play story of what hap-

pened.

Actually, the State Department has
known about the 15 American pilots for
about a year. But it did not know that
two American civilians were also being
held. Eleven of the pilots, plus the two
civilians, have now been jailed on a
charge of espionage. The remaining four
pilots—Lt. Col. Edwin Heller, Capt. Har-

old Fischer, L. Lyle Cameron and Lt
Roland Parks—are still held but haven't
been sentenced as spies.

Originally the State Department nego.
tiated through the British for the re
lease of the 15 airmen. However, the
Chinese hinted that the United States
might get further by dealing direct with
Red China—an obvious move to em-
barrass this nation which, not recogniz-
ing Red China, isn't supposed to deal
direct

The State Department, however, fig-
ured that American lives were more im-

Geneva. At these conferences, the Reds
kept harping on the charge that we
were holding 5,000 Chinese students
against their will in the United States.

Real fact is that all the 5000 students
were offered a chance to return to China.
Only 64 went back. But the Chinese
Reds 1gnored this,

Finally, after much haggling, an agree-
ment was reached to let the imprisoned
Americans write their relatives. Signifi-
cantly, letters came from only four—
the four not yet condemned.

This, however, was considered encour-
aging. Imagine the State Department's
surprise, therefore when following this
the Reds announced that 13 of the Ameri.
cans had been convicted.

Pentagon Boils

But if the State Department was jolted,
the Pentagon was incensed. Several top
officers seriously recommended war with
China. And at a National Security Coun-
cil meeting that followed, Adm. Arthur
Radford, chairman of the joint chiefs of
staff, recommended a naval and air
blockade against the Chinese mainland.

Secretary of State Dulles, however,
opposed. He argued that rash action
by the United States would alienate our
allies, might jeopardize the chance of
getting the men released. The Reds, he
pointed out, had promised to return a
Canadian flier, and we might still be

How Knowland knew that Adm, Rad-
ford was proposing a naval blockade is
his secret. ut it may or may not be
significant fhat Radford was in the
thick of the B-36 battle in 1949 when
the Navy was using Congress to under-
cut the Air Force, and when the sama
Adm. Crommelin, now leading “Ten
Million Americans” for McCarthy, was
one of the Navy's leaks.

Crommelin was ordered court-mar-
tialed for insubordination at the time,
and Sen. McCarthy promptly volunteered
to defend him. McCarthy's friend, Sen.
Mundt of South Dakota, offered to be
legal consultant.

In that B-36 battle, Adm. Radford was
the lead-off witness before a congression-
al committee, where he excoriated the
Air Force and opposed his own chief,
Secretary of the Navy Matthews,

So trouble between the White House
and this group in the Pentagon is by no
means new. Nor is the liaison between
the Pentagon group and MeCarthyite
senators new.

The chinf difference is that it's the Re.
publicans rather than the Democrats who
now face the trouble; and that ft comes
when the nation faces a difficult show-
down with the Communist forces of
China and Russia; and when President
Eisenhower, opposing the Pentagon fac-
tion, favors exploring a possible end of
the cold war.




