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Political Chills And Fever For
North Carolina’s 1955 Legislature

TORTH CAROLINA'S 1055 General
I\ Assembly will be rapped to order
next month in an atmosphere of urgency.
Seldom has a Tar Heel legislature been
confronted with such momentous de-
cisions, such motable challenges. It will
be a year of portent or of promise—de-
pending on the use state representatives
and senators make of the next few
months.

Official Raleigh lives today in a state
of political malaria in which alternating
moods of hope and apprehension—about
segregation, about fiscal allalrs. alxml

The best answer appears {o be adoption

of the medical examiner system used in
several states. Competent examiners
(probably but not necessarily doctors)
would handle the medical work, and
refer special cases to a pathologist. The
coroner would handle routine work. Pos-
sibly, in due time, the office of coroner
could be abolished through constitutional
amendment.

5—A new minimum wage law should
be passed to help North Carolina out of
its disgraceful position (44th) on the
national yardstick of per capita income,
An Umstead-backed bill setting a mini-

state government
the pllce of physical chills and Iever
This feeling penetrates every scrap 'of
news that comes out of the capital. The
sudden change in governors—from an
“old pro” to an ‘“eager amateur’—has
only served to increase the tension.

Against this psychological backdrop,
the 1055 General Assembly should find
more to do and talk about than any leg-
islature in years. Instead of the political
soda pop of past sessions, Tar Heel law-
makers will be tasting the raw whisky
of one major issue after another.

Whether any action can be taken on
segregation is doubtful. But it will cer-
tainly be discussed—backstage and on
the floors of both houses. It is to be
hoped, however, that this issue will not
become the 1ail that wags the dog during
1955,

The state’s financial predicament is
another matter entirely. It must receive
the serious attention of every legislator.
If North Carolina’s delicate tax balance
is destroyed, irreparable damage could
be done to the state’s economy. Still,
some adjustments will be necessary—
together with cost-cutting along the line.
We have suggested that the General
Assembly look into the possibility of
abolishing most of its sales tax exemp-
tions—a move which would bring in up
to an estimated 36 million dollars a
year in extra revenue.

Bound up in the financial puzzle are
North Carolina's highway and school
needs—discussed in detail this week on
Tue News' editorial page. Neither prob-
lem can be neglected if North Carolina
is to move ahead into a new era of prog-
Tess.

A great number of other important
items need legislative attention:

1—The highhanded, thoroughly undem-
ocratic “secrecy law” should be junked.
It is utterly contrary to the interests
of a free people.

2—The legislature should yield to the
will of the people and follow the dic-
tates of the constitution by redistricting
the state according to population for
election of senators. The defeat of
Amendment Three on Nov. 2 was a clear
and unmistakable sign that Tar Heel cit-
izens want mo part of minority rule

3—North Carolina’s woefully inade-
quate  workmen’s compensation law
should be revised to provide adequate
benefits for injured workers and their
families.

4—The coroner system is plagued by
vague laws and absence of professional
standards. About four-fifths of the 100
coroners in the state are not doctors.
Because the coroner is a constitutional
officer professional standards cannot be
set for the job without amending the
constitution, a long and laborious process.

mum of 55 cents an hour or $30 a week
(with many exemptions) got past a bar-
ricade of reactionary foes in the Senate
last session but a House committee
stopped it short. 7

6—The prison division should be sep-
arated from the state highway depart-
ment to provide a more satisfactory
penal system—along with greater econ-
omy and efficiency.

7—The prison system should also be
improved to provide better care for
mentally deranged prisoners and a more
satisfactory system of rehabilitation

8—A car inspection law should be
cnacted to promote greater safety on
Tar Heel highways.

9—Election laws should be reformed,
abolishing the troublesome absentee bal-
lot for civilians.

10—The legal puzzle over an officer's
power to arrest a drunk without a war-
rant should be cleared up—to meet the
minimum requirements of public safety
and security.

11—New legislation should be enacted
providing adequate regulation of the
practices of small loan companies.

12—North Carolina’s congressional and
judicial districts should be rearranged
to remove some of the most ridiculous
gerrymandering in  the Thistory of
American politics, Judicial redistricting
is needed, also, to provide more judicial
manpower on a uniform basis for a
growing state and to provide an adequate
number of courts for counties with con.
gested dockets.

13—The legislature should study the
advisability of establishing a North
Carolina Water Authority to meet the
threat of diminishing water resources.

14—A greater degree of home rule
should be permitted North Carolina
counties, cities and towns.

15—A state urban redevelopment law
should be enacted that is strong enough
to enable cities to condemn and rede-
velop blighted areas.

16—A 1949 law permitting 20 North
Carolina counties to limit the number
of justices of the peace and place them
on a straight salary should be made
statewide—and should be implemented
on the local level. This might prevent
some of the abuses in the crude and
imperfect jaypee system.

These are but a few of North Caro.
lina's pressing needs. They are outlined
here for the scrutiny of the general
public and Mecklenburg's legislative
delegation. We have already drawn up
a program of local legislation for the
city and county (News, Nov. 22). We
may add to both lists from time to time.

The tasks ahead are large. Tar Heels
will need vision as well as energy to
master them,

Worse Than Cutting His Tongue Out

DE.\ID('R ATIC Rep. Madden of Indiana
has a maddening idea. He wants to
cut out oratory at political conventions,
He would have but two speeches and
devote the rest of the time to “forum
discussions of the major issues."

Thunderation! There, if we ever saw
one, is a dastardly Yankee Young Turk
attempt to deprive the South of some
of her most glorious moments. It's a
sneaking attempt by Junior Roosevelt,
Walter Reuther and the whole cabal to

From The Kingsport (Tenn.) Tim

subvert the Democratic
what it is,

A Southern Democrat, suh, cannot
speak but what he orates. More restric-
tive than a loyalty oath, more insulting
than carpetbag rule, the Madden pro-
posal is a brazen attempt to drive us
po' southerners out of the party of the
peepul

And from what we've seen
of political forum discussions, they are
nothing but cacophonous oratory—pre.
sented as discordant duets or trios,

Party, that's

besides

KISSING ROOM

NEWS story {rom T
4% us that there is at le
tect in this country who i
by romance. Of course
others, but this one is !m ave enough m
declare his feelings
needs, he says, is a k
airport—(and pre
tion and bus terminal );

a tells

archi-

t one

and wives, or those w}
bands and wives, who are about to be
parted by the means of transportation,

can say goodbye with proper tenderness
shielded from the vulgar gaze. Appare
Iy such a room would be properly fur-
nished and to make the privacy com-
plete, should be divided into booths with
curtains, like a voting place

There is one major objection and one
minor objection to this plan. The minor
one is that it would cost considerable
money. Unless the federal government
could be persuaded that this was one of
the things the government owed the peo-

ple.

But the big objection that it is very
doubtful if the kissers would use it, or
whether it would decrease the amount

of kissing that takes place at the gates.
Imagine a fellow saying to his girl, “let's

£0 into the Kissing room.” Out the win.
dow goes all spontaneity and romance,
Says the girl, “What's the matter?
med to be seen kissing me?" So they

would separate mad instead of sweetly
sad. And the Kkissing room would have
fo have a doorman who would demand
to see your ticket before going in the
room 1o make sure this was really good-
bye kissing and not just ordinary smooch.
ing me method would have to bhe
found to put time limit on goodbyes, or
vou would have potential travellers on
the 11:30 p.m. starting to say goodbye
at 6:15 pm

The fellow has wonderful intentions,
but it won't worl

The fellow at the next desk says if he
r moves into a new subdivision he’ll
it the street he lives on be called
id Row. The address. he figures, would
ymatically cause him to be dropped
off about 1,000 ma ists.—RICHMOND
TiMES-DisPATCH.
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‘It Needs Something At The Bottom’

Enterprising Reporters Criticized

News Suppression Increasing

WASHINGTON
MONG working reporters in
Washington there is a grow-
ing concern over what appears to
be a concerted effort to suppress
legilimate news and with a sys-
tem of rewards and punishments
to see to it that only news which is
favorable or reported in a favor-
able light is E\\rn to the publie
Farlly this is a carry-over from
the big and little wars of the past
15 years when propaganda was an
instrument of warfare. Partly it
reflects the tensions of the cold
war and the continuing struggle
with Communist imperialism
reflects also the general climate
of cution and conformity evi-
denced by the orders issued at
‘West Point and Annapolis forbid-
ding debating teams from the
academies to debate the subject of
recognition of Red China
BIGART ATTACKED
Recently in testimony hefore the
Jenner subcommittee investigat-
ing ‘“interlocking subversion in
government”’ Gen. James A. Van
Fleet altacked the integrity of an
able reporter, Homer Bigart of the
New York Herald Tribune, who
has a reputation both as a Wash-
ington and a war correspond-
ent for digging to get the story
behind the official handouts. The
Jenner committee has just re-

People’s

News Editors And

Pearson Are Liars
Monroe

Editors, The News:

y 2, ' your paper
printed an editorial m]xrl‘aurl
in claiming that the Atomi
gy Commission agreed that Pr
Oppenheimer was a *‘completely
loyal" Ameri

The actual facts are that one
member of the AEC declared him
disloyal, one declared him iml

and the majority in their repor
made absolutely no judgment on
his loyalty.

On Nov. 30 vou d Drew
Pearson's falsehood that on the
Ten Milion petition the warning
to get bona fide signatures was

in print “‘much smaller than
anything else.”
‘The actual fact is that the

warning is printed in larger and
heavier print than is the list of
sponsors
In view of the fact th vou
have lied in coming to the defense
of a man who admitted he lied to
the security agencies of our gov-
ernment; and in view of the fact
u feature Drew Pearson who
, it would seem that you are
on very shaky ground in accusing
Sen. McCarthy of lving
—PETER J. KING

Editors Note: Mr. King's facts
&re correct, except as to the time
of Oppenheimer’s alleged disloy

s erroncously stated
y) security
c Energy)

Commission agreed that Dr. Op-
penheimer was a ‘completely loy-

Drev Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON
went on be-

hind the scenes in the McCarthy de-
bate the mcre you reach the unfortunate
conclusion that it resembled what took
And the bet-

dy what

HE more you s

place in prewar Germany.
ter it is (o have it terminated.
What fed

were ominous undertones of

ple are alert to scotch them.
Significantly, Ludwell
foreign editor the

that
helped Hiller is rising again.”

on to pin-point Catholic-Protestant rival-
ry. plus anti-Jewish feeling—all playing
Communist hands.
That should not happen here,
But to 2 lesser extent, it did happen

the McCarthy controversy
religious
prejudice. And though the public phase ray
of the debate fortunately has ended, the
seeds of intolerance, recently unloosed, Catl
may conlinue—unless the American peo-

Denny,
Seripps-Howard
newspapers, cabled from Bonn this week
“the religious-political strife which
He goes

By MARQUIS CHILDS

leased the printed text of the Van
Fleet testimony. Bigart was cov-
ering the struggle in Greece to sup-
press Communist guerrillas when
Van Fleet was head of the Ameri-
cal ul mission there.

Homer Bigart was one of
the '\|nnw1n mrm\wndcm‘ in
Greece at the time” the general
testified, “and Mr. Bigart seemed
to sympathize greatly with the
Communist cause in Greece, the
guerrilla cause, perhaps thinking
they were the underdog or were
helping the underdog. Actually,
they were the dirty dog rather
than the underdog; but perhaps
his views were honest."

Then with Sen. William E. Jen-
ner (R-Ind.) in the chair and Sen.
Olin D. Johnston (D-S. C.) as the
other mt‘mh(-r present, this ex-
change place

THE tII\lH\I\
views in line with our
i at_the time?
VAN FLEET: T would
say “no", It was a very harmiul
criticism which he made of our
efforts in Greece. Then he finally

Were his
foreign

Gl

entered the guerrilla territory
through  Yugoslavia and  spent
some time with the Communist

guerrillas in  Northerr  Greece
and eventually came through the
lines and surrendered to an Amer-
ican advisory group with a Greek

Platform

al' American." The Gray board
voted unanimously that Dr. Op-
penheimer is a loyal citizen of un-
usual discretion. The AEC major-
ity did not commit themselves on
issue. Commissioner Henry
yth said he had no doubls re-
garding “the loyalty of Dr. Op-
penheimer, or his ability to hold
his tor o

Commissioner Thomas E. Mur-
1ay concluded that “It was rea-
sonable to expect that (Oppen-
heimer) would be particularly
scrupulous in his fidelity to secu-
tity regulations. These regul
tions are the special test of the
loyalty of the American citizen
who serves his government in the
sensitive area of the atomic en-
ergy program. Dr. Oppenheimer
did not meet this decisive test
He was disloyal.”

The warning on the petition to
which Drew Pearson referred is
one or two points larger than the
smallest type on the petition.

This Is Free

national unit. 1 thought the whole
episode was wrong

SEN. JOHNSTON: Was he ever
tried?

GEN. VAN FLEET: No, he was
not. He wrote quite a story about
his experiences.

SEN. JOHNSTON: Who had \he
authority to try him at
time?

GEN. VAN FLEET: I do not
suppose anybody had unless it
would be this committee, with
new legislation.

Bigart's stories were an effort
to present the true picture be-
hind the Communist line. He had
obtained his factual material at
considerable risk and at the cost
of no little hardship.

Able American correspondents
abroad have consistently tried to
report the facts even when cau-
tious diplomats and generals with
extraordinary authority were put-
ting out an official “line.” One
of these is Keyes Beech of the
Chicago Daily News, whose re-
cently nuhu=!\cri book, ““Tokyo and

oints East,” tells of the remark-
-able propaganda machine that
functioned for Gen. Douglas Mac-
Arthur both during the war in the
Pacific and later in the oceupa-
tion of Japan. The whole tenor of
the releases from MacArthur's
headquarters during the occupa-
tion, according to Beech, was to
show that Japan had been trans-
formed into a successfl and
flourishing democracy.

“Any correspondent who dared
criticize MacArthur or his works,"*
Beech writes, “and the corres-
pondents were the only people in
Japan free to criticize, was called

a ‘peity carper' or something
worse. I was often called some-
thing worse

LID CLAMPED TIGHTER

The attitude in Washington, as
working reporters see it, is to
keep back news except for what
is put out in official handouts.
This is not in itself new, but the
effort seems to be to clamp the
lid tighter than ever before in
peacetime

Then when it is cracked, as in
Chalmers Roberts’ story in the
Washington Post and Times Her=
ald telling how President Eisen-
hower overruled a threeto-one
ational Security Council deci-
sion to forbid bombing on the
China mainland, there is wide-
spread consternation and an ef-
fort to clamp the lid all the more
tightly.

Enterprise?

From The Carolina Israclite

'\'H-‘\T'S happened to Free

Enterprise and Moral Fi-
ber?

Some of the southern states
are going all-out in their “hand-
outs” along the lines of the
welfare state, creeping social-
ism, and all that stuff. The
result will be that we will
raise a whole generation of
southern manufacturers without
moral fiber,

Some of these states are spend-

ing fortunes to bring in new in-

dustry; they are handing out
free land sites, new roads, sew-
ers, free wi and no faxes.

1 can see these manufacturers
shivering for the lack of moral
{iber every time they go out to
make a bank deposit.

where are the men who
chopped down the trees and
carved a civilization out of a
wilderness? O where are the
snows of yesterycar? What hap-
pened to Free Enterprise?

A Verdict On McCarthy:
He’s Nation’s No. 1 Bore

By DORIS FLEESON

WASHINGTON
HE pro-McCarthy rally in

New York's Madison Square
Garden laid an egg. The famous
hall which the Communists have
rever had any trouble filling
was barely two-thirds full and the
program was bereft of drama

Even anti-McCarthy New York-
ers seem aggrieved over What a
dud it was. The Garden in fa-
ratical hands, as it often is, is
cne of the fabulous sights of their
fabulous city and all New York-
ers have a certain local pride in
the very awfulness of some of
the spectacles staged there.

New Yorkers will often crowd
the Garden to watch a cause pro-
moted in which they have no in-
ferest because they expect it to

be good theater. Also, Monday
night's show was free and well-
advertised.

1t is possible thal the McCarthy-
fles who staged it, being ama-
teurs, made some mistakes. Any
politician knows that if you want
te fill a hall seating 20,000, you
cistribute 50,000 tickets. The re-
tired admirals and generals who
1an the rally talked in terms of
20,000 tickets and then fatally an-
nounced all had been taken.
KALLIES CANCELLED

Even so, no cause has ever had
the benefit of so much free ad-
vertising. When the Garden flop

rallies announced for Chicago and
Los Angeles were cancelled, it is
necessarily significant.

E the conviction of
many Washington correspondents
including this one that McCarthy

is well on his way lﬂ becoming
the nation’s No. 1 hor

McCarthy self, Mm has al-
ways been shrewd politically,

chunned the Garden rally and
Monday morning was moving in
the Senate to cut his losses,

knew he would be censured in
some form and wanted to get it
done quickly so he can play the
pre-judged martyr, Actually he

preferred an immediate vote on
the Flanders resolution of last
summer, a move the Senate lead.
ers foiled in obedience to their
own excellent political instinets,

McCarthy's big trouble is that,
like the Communists whose tac.
tics he so often imitates, he is
fresh out of the fellow-travelers
who are absolutely essential to
the success of his operations

His respectable facade has
faded away in the wake of hig
break with President Eisenhow-
er, his conduct in the televised
hearings before the Mundt com-
miltee and the report of the bi.
partisan Watkins committee rec.
ommending his censure.

EVEN IKE, ONCE

In that facade were conserva-
tives, both Democratic and Re.
publican, who would walk across
the bridge with the devil to stop
the New Deal. It included Repub-
licans who felt any method of de.
feating Harry Truman was fair
and Democrats_almost as angry
at the former President. Once it
even included President Eisen-
hower who like all candidates got
into the frame of mind which iden-
tified his success with the safety
of the country,

It Lnr[a]l\]y included Vice Pres.
ident Nixon wha did his best to
achieve a modus vivendi between
McCarthy and the White House,

McCarthy also attracted many
decent people who had come to
fear Communist infiltration in the
government_as a result of the
Hiss case. They had to be shown
that McCarthy's was a self-serving
baitle barren of constructive re.
sults. The TV screen was prob.
ably the best convincer of this
Eroup.

The MeCarthy following now
consists chiefly of malcontents
and people once in power who no
longer have anyone to order
around plus, of course, the inevit:
able lunatic fringe. Those who sine
cerely followed him as an impor.
tant  anti-Communist force will
shift to other leaders,

Remington, Dead, Luckier
Than Alger Hiss Is Alive

By ROBERT

N an odd way, it seems to me

that perhaps the late William
Remington, beaten to death in
prison the other day by fellow
conviets, experienced a kinder
fate than the one which awaits
his associate in perjury, Alger
Hiss, who was sprung' Saturday.
Both men were sent to the same
jailhouse for lying about secret-
passing to @ Russian spy ring.
Remington's troubles are at
least terminated, his punish.
ment finished, Hiss's troubles
are just beginning. He is free—
but only in a sense, and without

ALGER HISS

the wry security of prison to
bulwark him from the world.
He is a man without a country
although he lives within the
country.

As a felon, Hiss cannot prac-
tice law, and he is a lawyer. He
cannot hold a government job,
and he was a career government
man, He cannot vote, He cannot
Jeave the country to start afresh
elsewhere, for he may mot be
issued a passport. He was to
have received a pension at 62;
that pension has been canceled.

The scorn of strangers is a
fearful thing, and it is likely
that Hiss will spend a great deal
of his time, if he walks abroad
in public, closing his ears to
rude remarks and the impor-
tuning of strangers. If he stops
in a bar for a beer there always
will be some drunk to challenge
him, some person to insult him.

1 can think of no more fear-
{ul pattern for the future for a

C. RUARK

man of sensitivity and high in.
telligence. A man convicted of
perjury, which was tantamount
to treason, even felt the scorn
of the' thugs and thieves and
vandals with whom he was
cooped in the pen. His associ-
ate, William Remington, was
beaten to death while in prison
—although I have a hunch the
evidence will show something
more basic as a motive than out.
raged patriotism.

If Hiss were an ordinary
erook, he would find comfort
in the society of his own kind
— comfort and comradeship.
Thieves and murderers and rack-
etcers have their own solid fra.
ternities, their own rough chive
alries toward one another. The
fresh-sprung hood is given a
party and his buddies welcome
him with food and drink and
dames and dough, if he nrrds it,

But the only companions-in.
crime that Hiss may meet \wuld
be his Communist friends, and
1 think they will disallow any
aid or comfort as a liability to
their own status. His so-called
liberal friends may remember
what happened to Dean Acheson
and the Democratic Party when
Acheson refused to turn his
back on Alger Hi
SURVEILLANCE SURE

The old gang in the tweed-
suit and lofty-thought fraternity
is not apt to welcome their hero
with publicly open arms, be-
cause of the surveillance that
is sure to attend Hiss' every
move, his evel one call. Hiss
right now would be a dreadful
involvement for any person who
wanted to keep clear of interro-
gation,

This is the real punishment
for Hiss and his mistaken in-
tellectual arrogance that led him
through the trials and into jail
and disgrace, which stamped
him as a wilful traitor through
perjury. His livelihood is con-
Jectural, T doubt if he is ems
ployable in a position of trust.
He does not even have tha
criminal skill to go out and
smk up a filling station or rob

k.

I confess 1 feel a little sorry
for Hiss, the man, as he steps
into the world again as an ex
con; Hiss, the adviser to presi
dents and the haughty career
man. To be a man without a
country is a dreadful thing, and
I think William Remington was
lucky when they socked him on
the head,

Censure Fight Fed Religious Prejudice

senators {r
vitriolie letters from
berating
The letters, of

oli r [.u[h

were against McC
and Mansfield

honey of Wyoming,

against McCarthy. They

great majority of Catholics who believe
able that religion and politics must not mix.
and who follow the time-honored
doctrine of brotherly love. But the prej-
bombarded Washing:

that
idea

udiced group

ton with the that

religious tolerance
Simultaneously,

during the McCarthy debate, Southern
m Protestant states received
northern Catholic
their position on

Y
sented but a small segment of the Cath-

most Ca

Men
of Montana, a-
Burke of Ohio, all
voted their conscience and were

being censured because of his re
were so vocal that it hurt the cause of
Gerald E
from a secret hiding place in Washing-

Me-
repre-

Incidentally,
course,

senators
like Mur-

holie

=]

the

represent

Jewish attacks.
Catholic
the Jews.

McCarthy was

dated Nov,
w

out this poison

L. K. Smith, “Five million

ton, began pouring a poisonous propa-
ganda barrage into the blood stream of
American polities. A

it was not my intention,
in recently reporting that Rabbi Benja
min Schultz had
smith in defending McCarthy,

joined the political forces
defending McCarthy

Schultz came to Washington while Smith
was here, | am sure he would never as-
sociate himself with Smith's vicious anti-

Here, for instance, il
of how Smith used McCarthy to attack

In a fervent, clever appeal for money,

23 and ciptioned,
ington Tough Baltl

to the forces that are determined to de-

treason

never will be uncovered.’

stroy Sen. MeCarthy by murder, charae-
ssination, removal from the Sen-
ate—anything

make sure that the
against our nation
(Unfortunate-

committed

“joined forces with” Iy, Monsignor Martin in New York had
to mean sfated earlier that five million had been

that he had phy#cally and personally raised to destroy McCarthy.)
joined Smith; but rather that he had “Because of Congress and a few
and groups courageous men in both houses, Smith
Though Rabbi continued, “the conspirators who orig

an.ﬂly dosw:m\d this Fahun bureaucratic
§

—yes
patriots,

is an ation

b(\cmxe of a h:ndiul of fighting

they have been unable to set

up the complete controls over your life
and mhl‘ as they originally planned.

hen I came to this city,” Smith con-

hnllrd
“Still In
, Smith poured

dollars are available

under the name of an employe
no one my hotel address. The second Sun-
day I was here, Drew Pearson announced
where I was,
ber of Mrs, Smith and myself.”

“I registered at a certain hotel

1 gave

including the room num-




