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The Question Of Local Legislation:
Some Creaks In Democracy's Joints

T POET T. . Eliot were a newsman
covering last night's meeting with
ecklonbure’s N

might have summed up the evening's
work with one of his own famous lines:
“The intolerable wrestle with words and
meanings.”

For two hours legislators, city council-
men and county commissioners wrestled
with words like “home rule” meanings
like “formulas agreeable to all parties
and for the good of all concerned.”

After a month of gauging the political
winds and diagramming programs, coun-
cilmen and commissioners had marched
into Mayor Phil Van Every's office to
present their requests to Mecklenburg's
legislators. But many an official present
had clearer, more forceful ideas about
what he didn't want than about what he
did want.

Councilman Claude Albea strenuously
opposed a suggested measure that would
permit prison labor to be used in clean-
ing the City Hall. Councilman Basil Boyd
found fault with different tax payment
schedules for the city and the county.
Several county commissioners raised
stern objections to a proposal that would
make the City Council a final review
board for perl'me!'er Zoning appeals.

HESE were merely the creakings and

squeaks of a many-jointed democ-
racy trying to pull itself together for a
united effort. Despite the poor prepara-
tion for the meeting, internal bickering
over the semantics of politics and some
confusion over the applicability of cer-
tain legislation, there were clear signs
of progress.

For example, the question of home
rule was unscrambled at last. The mayor
had asked for “an act making present
home rule legislation applicable in
Charlotte and Mecklenburg County to-
gether with such additional legislative
acts conferring greater home rule which
may be enacted by the mnext General
Assembly.”

“What are you talking about?” asked
Councilman Boyd.

“I don't know what home rule means,"
sald City Atty. John Shaw.

Obviously, no wave of a legislative
wand will confer greater home rule on
local governing bodies. These bodies
must ask the legislature for the specific
authority they seek—authority that now
rests in the hands of the General As-
sembly itself.

For instance, Charlotte and Mecklen-
burg County were exempted years ago
in the enabling act permitting the con-
solidation of water and sewer finances.
Charlotte now wants that exemption to
be removed. It wants the authority to
wrap its water and sewer finances into
one fiscal bundle—anytime it wishes.
This is authority the city should have.
If it gets this power it will, in a very
small way, be winning more home rule.

P

UT OF THE welter of words, other

worthwhile proposals emerged. They
included requests for an Habitual Crim-
inal Act, laws regulating hypnotic drugs
and charity rackets, a crackdown on
Mecklenburgers who evade taxes on their
automobiles, identical tax payment time-
tables for the city and county if such
schedules can be arranged.

Unfortunately, the perimeter zoning
bill remains suspended in midair. Rep-
resentatives of both Charlotte, Mecklen-
burg County and the joint city-county
planning commission will attempt to
hammer out an appeal system which
would be satisfactory fo all parties.
Then, and then only, will the proposed
measure be in shape to present to legis-
lators.

Official concern was expressed about
inequities in the system of taxing in-
ventories on Jan. 1 of each year and
this problem will get the additional
serutiny it deserves.

Councilman Boyd mercifully withdrew
“as of now” his plan to empower the
City Council to appoint all municipal
department heads—thus stripping the
city manager of this right in 11 different
departments. The proposal had serious
weaknesses (for instance, it was an open
invitation to political favoritism in the
distribution of municipal jobs) and we
hope Mr. Boyd will not resubmit it.

P

THERE were a few gaping holes in the
legislative program requested. For
one thing, no one asked for adequate
urban redevelopment legislation. But
both the council and the board of county
commissioners will have additional op-
portunities to make their wishes known to
the county legislative delegation.

We hope fhese opportunities will not
be frittered away. And we hope the
members of the two governing bodies
will adopt a somewhat firmer, more posi-
tive approach to their legislative needs in
the future.

Urban Traffic & Hardening Arteries

T MIGHT have been an embarrassing

moment for Mayor Phil Van Every—
but it wasn’t. He was caught in a bumper-
tobumper jam on one of Charlotte’s
hardening traffic arteries. Another mo-
torist leaned out of his car fo taunt
“When are you going to do something
about this traffic, Van Every?” he
shouted

The mayor grinned. “How would you
like it if we didn't have all this traffic?”
said he

In a sense, heavy traffic is an earmark
of Charlotte’s astounding postwar growth
With this growth have come economic
advantages that affect all levels of the
city's population.

But for years public facilities did not
keep pace with the expansion of the
Queen City. It is only in very recent
times that haphazard “remedies” for
sudden traffic ailments have been re
placed by a system of enlightened
planning and bold improvements. Her-
man J. Hoose, the city's traffic engineer,
deserves much of the credit. Despite
early skepticism and some opposition, he
has por!nrmed an outstanding job in try-
ing to help Charlotte catch up with its
needs

But Charlotte has not caught up

And, as the mefropolitan growth con-
tinues, more and more cars will be fun-

From The Asheville Citizen

neled into the ci packed streets

This situation directly and person-
ally evident to every driver fighting the
daily congestion, the snail's pace prog-
Tess, the intersection jams that cost
money in lost time, lost business, wasted
mileage and gasoline.

Commercial vehicles and passenger
cars carrying workers, businessmen, and
shoppers already overflow the main
thoroughfares, clutter up side streets in
a zigragging, vain effort to bypass the
congestion

We shudder to think of what the situa-
tion would be like without Mr. Hoose's
innovations and improvements. But the
point is that much more remains to be
done if Charlotte is ever -to ease its
traffic woes to any real degree.

One thing is practically certain: The
growth of this young giant of the Pied-
mont will continue. But the rate and the
health of that growth will depend to a
large extent on how easily passenger and
commercial vehicles can get around.

Farsighted plans are needed to pro-
vide for the Queen needs. Mr.
Hoose has many of these plans in vari-
ous stages of development on his drawing
boards today. He deserves every ounce
of cooperation Charlotte can give to
transfer them from paper to steel and
concrete. There is no time to lose.

BIG (SHH!) GOVERNMENT

HE old house has 107 rooms, count-

ing all the pantries but the secre-
taries and stenographers and mail clerks
have to sit elbow to elbow churning out
a day's werk.

If the boss wants to meet the press
on the premises or the nation's gover-
nors or a big delegation of ladies from
back home everybody has to move into
the Rose Garden. No room anywhere
else, and that's out in cold weather. It
certainly cramps a fellow's style,

Of course we're talking about the
‘White House. The complaints come from
President [Eisenhower's staff, who say
that they must function in what is by all
odds the most crowded building in Wash-
ington. And Uncle spent $3,700,000 on
that place only a few years ago while
Harry was there! One thing Harry wanted
besides that upstairs balcony was an ad-
dition on the West Wing to give all
hands a little more room. Congress said,
No, it would spoil the architectural lines.
The Society of Natives and Oldest In-
habltants Association, or the cliff-dwell-
ers, put In a rousing second.

We suppose the country will just have

* 1o accept the fact that Presidential gov-

ernment is big government and needs
big quarters. It'll be a rugged admission,
however, for the Republicans. This kind
of expansive and expensive nonsense is
supposed to originate with Democrats.

However, let’s face it. Anybody for an
FHA improvement loan at 1600 Penn-
sylvania Avenue?

Well, the folks are a few minutes late
already so I've got to sit here and work
up a good mad. For a few minutes I
get to be boss if they think I'm honest
to goodness upset. But that doesn't last
too long. If 1 act fo0 mad, my wife gets

mad too, and then she does as she
pleases. And if I don't act mad enough
they don't pay any attention to me.—
SummerviLLe (Ga.) Nrws

The fellow who hollers when he has

to wait 10 minutes for service in a res-
taurant w-\l sit in a boat for six hours
without a nd think nothing of
it —Dave A) DEMOCRAT.
Red China can't get that seat until it

has a better standing
News,

DaLrAas MorniNag

Life In The Year 2000: The Crystal Gazers Tell All

FROM THE NEW YORK TIMES MAGAZINE

THE British Royal Society of
Arts decided to hold a compe-
tition on what life would be like
in the year 2000. Entries were re-
ceived from all over the world;
the prophets included clergymen
and doctors, engineers and archi-
tects, schoolboys and housewives.

What follows are some of the
more general predictions— weird
as well as normal

Science And Medicine — A de-
vice will have been invented to
prevent at a distance the fission
of atomic nuclei, and thus will
counter the dangers of atomic
bombing.

Radio therapy will be the basis
of medical diagnosis and treat
ment on the theory that all vi-
ruses and bacteria radiate de-
tectable energy on fixed frequen-
cies related to their particular
species,

The greatest advance in medi-
cine will have been the recogni-
tion that physical and mental ill-
nesses are connected and must be
treated together.

Virus infections will still be
rampant through their tendency to
modify themselves to meet new
treatments.

Hypnotism will be the accepted
means of banishing physical and
emotional p An  llustration
given is a couple secking escape
from a ftop-story fire: the man,
not previously conditioned, sug-
gests to the conditioned woman
that she should fall into a rigid
trance thereby providing him
with a plank on which to escape
via a nearby tree. He then res-
cues the “plank.”

Education — No specific sub-
jects will be taught in schools;
education will consist of games
and occupational therapy.

Hypnosis will be used as a me-
chanical aid to learning.

Great importance will be at-

tached to voice training as a re-
sult of the development of lele-
vision and recorded talks.

Communications — The traffic
problem in cities will have been
solved by the use of rooftop road-
ways. Automobiles will run along
the roofs of business buildings all
of the same height, thus saving
road and building space.

Underground roadways will ac-
commodate those vehicles which
«do not run along the rooftops.

The rocket letter post will make
possible return mail to Australia
in a single day.

Pedestrians will move quickly
along main streets on automatic
speed walks. Pavements in main
streets will be raised to first-story
level to allow wider roadways for
any traffic below and passengers
can therefore board buses from
the top deck

Airports will require much less
surface area as most of each
runway will be underground,

A Channel tunnel will connnect
England and France.

Agriculture — A new drug will
have produced a variety of giant-
sized animals, They will have a
shortened life span and great ap-
petites, but these will be mel by
a new type of fodder.

Whales will be kept in caplml\
bred and herded like ca

Timber will be cut L‘lcclrlml]y.
by a form of electric charge, to
any desired shape, thus avoiding
the double process of sawing and
planing

Spraying and dusting soil with
special preparations at the time
of seed sowing will have done
away with the need for weeding.

Farmyard manure will have al-
most entirely been replaced s a
fertilizer by sewage sludge and
many industrial waste materials.

Technology and Industry — Do-
mestic heating and ventilation

will be controlled by covering
each house and garden with a
plastic shell entered by an aire
lock.

A ‘single vast plastic dome will
<cover London

Sources of domestic heat will
be cosmic rays and solar energy.

House lighting will be provided
from fluorescent walls

Advertisements will be project-
ed onto the night sky and space
will be sold by reference to posi-
tion of the stars.

Solid plastic tires will have suc-
ceeded the pneumatic type

The coal industry will have
had a great revival but coal, in-
stead of being burned as fuel,
will be used entirely for its va-
rious chemical derivatives. Gas
and eleciricity will be employed
for heating. Coal will no longer
be burned to provide this because,
apart from the waste involved, it
will have been discovered that,
with oil, tobacco and radioactivi-
ty, coal smoke is a common
scurce of cancer,

A start will have been made in
the radio transmission of power
and in the bulk storage of elec-
trieity. i

Food And Living — A vegetari-
an diet wil be compulsory to
avoid the land waste involved in
meat production

Conventional distinctions be-
tween different types of meals —
breakfast, lunch and dinner —
will have disa re

Packaged foods will be the ba.
sic diet. In time only the fos-
tering of a creative urge in the
cook will prevent the disappear-
ance of effect and novelty on the
table

Sea mosses will be cultivated
as food and the British product
will be acknowledgzed to be the
best in the world. The harvesting

‘Wait A Minute—One At A Time!’

People’s Platform

News Major Factor In

Shrine Game Success
Charlotte
Editors, The News:
I WOULD like to express my
appreciation for the splendid
cooperation of The News in the
promotion of the 1954 Shrine
Bow! Game. We are aware that
the support of the papers has
been a major factor in the suc-
cess of the Shrine Bowl games,
Bob Quincy and his sports
staff did a magnificent job in
our behalf. The story by Ronald
Green telling how the players
are selected, has been said to be,
by some of the Shrine Bowl of-

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

‘WASHINGTON
T WON'T be announced for some time
and may even be denied, but the resig-
Wilson as secretary
of defense is already at the White House
successor has been picked
headline-shun-
ning Robert Anderson, the deputy secre-

nation of Charles E.

and hi

The successor is quiet,

tary of defense.

No announcement will be made, how-

ficials, one of the finest bits of

publicity we have ever had in
our 18 years of existence.

—AL §. JONES

Director of Publicity

Shrine Bowl of the Carolinas, Inc.

‘Grateful Appreciation
From Salvation Army

Charlotie

Editors, The News
LEADER of The Salvation
Army in Charlotte, I want
to publicly express the grateful
appreciation of the Salvation
Atmy and my own personl
thanks to the thousands of peo
ple who believe in our organiza

and make it possible, by
ir generosity, for us to
on a greal program of Chri
cheer.

We wanl to thank, particularly,
the fine newspapers; the ra
and TV people; the many chur
es: the Marine Reserve: and es-
pecial thanks to the members of
ie clubs of Charlotte,

tion
h

who gave of their time at the
Kettle

are

pledge our hest o

the ed good will and s

port of the fine peop!

lotte and

Moy the New Year

ness and peace to al nd.
ZMAJL W, H. ARNOLD

“Maybe you won't need the lead box, dear . . . They're going to
invent an anti-atomic-bomb device . .

of plankton will have developed
into a highly organized activity.

There will be edible acorns
and sugar will be made from
wood; the use of wood for any-

thing but food will be prohibited
in the United States.

Painting will be a universal
form of recreation

Family life will have been re-
vived by teley

A pew human species will ap-
pear as a result of mutation, with

(wo heads and four arms, the
better able to assimilate the com-
plications of our civilization. The
finest qualities in man will there-
by be doubled.

England — As the year 2000
thunders in with that portentous
plop, mildly derisory anti-
climax which is the fated doom
oi the purely chrono-grammatical
jour de fete, the chances are
three to one or thereabouls that in
southern England it will be rain-
ing.

Modern Yoodoo — One Man's
Trauma Is Another’s Poison

By ROBERT
NEW YORK
S AN OLD enemny of the frauds
perpetrated in the name of
psychiatry, [ was slightly delight-
ed to read a news story in wh
one psychiatrist is quotable as say-
ing that a failure for eight mem-
bers of the profession to agree on
a particular point *‘practically in-
validates psychoanalytic interpre-
tation as a trustworthy scientific
procedure.”
would be Dr. Thomas
“rench, a direcior of the
(‘:ncagol;m ute for Psychoanaly-
sis, reporting on an experiment in
which patienis’ personality
culties caused various physical

disabilities such as ulcers, high
hlood pressure, thyroid malfunc-
tion and skin ailments. None of
the experts could agree on what

really caused the trouble.
‘IRRESPONSIBLE"

Dr. French made a very lough
additional statement to the effect
that psychoanalysts had fallen in-
to “'very uncritical and irresponsi-
ble habits in interpreting their pa-
tients” emotional symptoms

The No. 1 rhmhum‘\ reached
was that since a psychiatrist is a
an being with hi: n person:
rsonalit
an infle
ble mea instrument of oth-
er folls' frailties. I could have
told the Kids simple fact

. and, as a m

this

There are a lot of old tired basics
lying handy. One is that a nerv.
ous nation has sought an excuse
for its nerves and, in se

excuse, has looked for somebody
1o provide the crutch. The vo
doctors served admirably

flattered the ego, and listened to
the confessions — and everybody
likes to confess if he can brag a
little —and so came to be consid-
ered scientists.

In actual practice they were. as
a m‘n‘ pmh‘ul!m ahnm .h scien-

the doc
\\H]J his own trau-
and one man's trau-
man's poison.
EXTRA PROBLEN
What the psychiatrists did was
to read their own personal emo-
tions into their diagnosis of their
patients' problems. They gave the
patients extra problems to pile
atop their old problems. They
Joosed bats in belfries which al-
ready had enough I‘ als F‘vm E
ut

¢ claptrap to make

psi
I' emsely dignified and

I
\\[vv| you consider that I k
one highly skilled soul probe
whose wife left him to be near

C. RUARK

her dog. who lived in another city,
and he was able to justify the de-
parture, then I should not go to
him in any great trust as an ad-
visor for my own problems. He
would say that she had a deep-
seated impulse to desert her fa-
ther’s memory for the symbal of
the new life as exemplified by the
dog. I would say that she didn't
care much for either her husband
or the city she was living in, and
simply took off. 1 would leave her
old man out of it

1 know one man who cannot
write a book, and who has been
to the psychiatrists, all of whom
are frustrated authers, to find out
why he canpot write a book, They
have told him various things, most
of which go back to early insecur-
ities and mama fetishes and a pre-
occupation with his sister's red
sleigh. T would teil the man that
you cannot write a book unless
You get some paper and a pencil
or a typewriter and down and
write the hoek.

It is very poasible that a man
who is lost can find
if he gets solid cow
rude shock, but this leadership
function has been performed by
priests and rabbis and country
storekeepers for a great many
vears, and the psychiatrists only
recently muscled into the racket

Hindsight

N reading history, one is often
moved (o shout advice hack
down the vistas of (ime. A man
feels, for example, that if he had
been living during the witchcraft
persecutions he would have spok-
en sense and that that particular
installment in the serial calam-
ity of humanity would never have

been. But a moment's reflection
is enough to show that is a
hallucination of hindsight. The

ible says that there are witches
and that they are to be put to
death, and the skeptic would sim-
have been Vu.\l]r(l out to the
re himself, one more witch so
{ar as the public:knew

No and alas! What evidence
there is suggests that our fathers
wuch like us, eredulous and
lous at the wrong times,
of their own ignorance,
learning the simplest things only
through repeated sters and
reserving their admiration chiefly
for themselves —Bergen Evans in
“The Spoor of Spooks and Other
Nonsense™,

Quote, Unquote

Americans, who once fought
taxation without represen-
seem willing to ac.
ensation witliout T
—Laurel (Miss.) Lead-

er-Call,

Wilson's Resignation On lke's Desk

policy of concentrating defense produe- mendous unt of Ti p

tion with a few big ‘ompanies, a poliey :,r:\,,m into ha\smgslmpmin S
. into hi ign.

in which he, as a G¢ eral Motors produc- Hpidtin Rt

tion wirard, thoroughly believed, but _ Immediately after taking over the

which led to more contracts for G, and
eventually to the policy's reversal.

ever, until Wilson has a chance to appear

before Congress and do battle for the new
economized Defense Department budget

Texas Rancher

fall. That remark was credited by many

with causing the defeat of Republican

Sen. Homer Ferguson of Michigan
Wilson was also responsible for the

¥. howev

buff when he

The appointment of a relatively un-
known cattle rancher as secretary of the
Navy was considered a tribute to Eisen-
‘hower's friendship for Texans and the

Anderson showed that he
nded to run it. Unlike so many civilian
ies, he did not allow the
to run him. He gave them a po
pro: mvlnl Ca

Senate

Anderson was transferred from the Navy
Department to take his place,

As secretary of defense, Anderson will
not be in the headlines but he will run
the Pentagon.

Hard-Luck Senator

John Sherman Cooper, the Kentucky
Republican who has twice attained the

of the United States for short

terms and twice been defeated, is being
urged by White House advisers to start

This is going to be a tough fight, and the erson, who will become the n Rickover, th maneuvering to run again. And it looks
secretary of defense has specified that he ary of defense, is_a lifelong af as if he would succumb to the advisers
wants to lead it himself Texas Democrat, who bolted the party to rned him do Note — Though leaving the national

Wilson's political carecr, never a happy  work for Eisenhower in 1952, Manager of group of headlines to Lyndon Johnson, Sen. Clem
one, got off to a bad start when he told the second biggest ranch in the United arty at Key West t the Democratic whip of the Senate
the Senate Armed Services Committee, States, the Waggoner estate at Vernon, @ jt ficer had been r the scape: js in Jarge part responsible for the
“What's good for General Moiors is good Tex.. with an acreage of 500,000 in Texas E0al ooth-working organization there. Demo
for the United States.” It reached a and 300,000 in New Mexico, Anderson got General cratic members of the Steering Commit

crescendo of public protest when he made
his illtimed dog remark in Detroit Jast

Seth Richardson.

to know Eisenhower through oiltycoon

ngton and
of defense,

tee wish sometimes that he would oc
tasionally call a meeting.




