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More Trained Military Manpower
Needed Despite Atomic Developments

SSISTANT Secretary of Defense Car-
.’\ ter L. Burgess says it would be a
mistake to call the new military reserve
program, which was unveiled Saturday,
a “modified UMT." He is so right He
and other administration leaders have
sought strenuously to keep the UMT
label from attaching to their reserve
proposals. So far have they gone that
the proposed program searcely resem-
bles a minimal reserve set-up, let alone
universal military training

On top of this, Defense Secretary Wil
<on announced yesterday that the armed
forces will be reduced by more than

400,000, down to 2815000, by June,
1956,

UMT proposals have had ‘a dismal
history. Former Presidents Roosevelt

and Truman urged legislation setting up
UMT. So did the House Select Commit-
tee on Postwar Military Policy, in July
1945. Hearings on UMT were held in
1946. The issue was dropped so as not
to jeopardize Selective Service legisla-
tion, and to keep UMT from being an
issue in the election. In 1947 a commis-
sion headed by Dr. Karl T. Compton,
president of Massachusetls Institute of
Technology, urged immediate enactment
of UMT. Hearings were held on a bill
providing six months of training for all
men between 18 and 20. No action was
taken

UMT was sidetracked in favor of Selee-
tive Service in 1948, and no congres-
sional action was taken on UMT in 1949
After the Korean War broke out Presi-
dent Truman asked Congress to delay
its consideration of a bill providing for
six months of compulsory training for

all healthy youths between 17 and 20
Reason for the delay was the urgency
of other military matters. A special

Senate committee, however, did recom-
mend in 1950 that Congress pass UMT
the next year.
1951 Congress did pass. and the

President signed, a law setting up
UMT procedure. All ablebodied men
between 1B 1/2 and 26 were to be liable
for two years of service A National Se-
curity Training Commission was directed
to outline operation of the program, But
in March, 1952, the House shelved UMT
enabling legislation

That same menth Gen. Eisenhower
repeated his oft-expressed endorsement
of UMT. It is a mecessity. he said, "so
long as any major threal to peace re-
mains in the world.” But that fall. dur-
ing the campaign, he reireated, stating
that

It seems clear that so long as we are
forced to employ the draft, because of ac-
tual combat requirements, we cannot at
the same time establish any form of
ing for our young men

The Korean War—the chief
to UMT because of its demands for
draftees—was ended. and so another
commission looked into military man-
power. this one headed by Maj Gen
Julius Ochs Adler, general manager of
the New York Tives It proposed, fust
a year ago. that beginning next year
100,000 men go into a ftraining ' corps
annually, for six months' training. Then
they would be transferred to the Ready

obstacle

Reserve. where they would serve for
seven and one-half years. The draft
would operate concurrently, with all fit
men of 18 drawing lots to see if they

would serve two years in the regulars,

or six months in the training corps and
2

then in the Ready Reserve

o next proposal came in  August
of this year. An administration official
revealed another plan that, it was said

TE Ci Council

should
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proposed
ion.  The

bills to

25 session. The

be given once-overlightly tre
Obviously. the matter should be 1 od
out ahead of the Dec. 28 powwow

Like the proposed perimeter zonming
bill (the council has yel taken mno offi.
cial position on this one either

urban redevelopment amendme
ticularly important to the succe
effective planfiing program in
burg. The legislation—providing for con-
demnatlon of iand in blighted areas—
was defeated during fhe last session of
the General Assembly after cries of
“socfallsm!™ went up. Later, the city's
redevelopment commlsslon resigned In
a body because systematlc slum clear-
ance was virtually Impossible under the
old enabling act.

Urging a revival of the movement in
Charlotte, Vice Chairman W. W. Hanks
of the City-County Planning Commission

at the time, was to be suggested to Con-
gress next year It embraced five military
manpower pools One would be com-
posed of the regulars. three million of
them. A similar number would be in a

Ready Reserve. available immediately
upon call. A third group would consist
of 750,000 men who had served active
duty and Ready Reserve tours. The
fourth group, in tra would consist
of volunteers (along with draftees if
the enlistment rate did not run at a

rate of 25000 a month.) The fifth cate-
gory would consist oi enother 750.000
t but untrained men available for hasty
call-up and training. The Army and Air
Force reserve. under this proposal
would be abolished. and their personnel
d come under the National Guard
The diversity of these numerous vro
posals, and the failure of any of them
to be enacted. suggests that this latest
proposal may suffer similar fate—or that
vet another and far different plan may
be proposed next year. For the plan
announced this week bears little resem-
blance to the one put forth in August
Under the latest proposal the National
Guard would remain unchanged, the
Navy and Air Force would build up their
own reserves and 100,000 17-year-olds
would be excluded from the draft an-
nually if they volunteer for six months
of agtive training followed by nine and
one-half years reserve duty.
W ke §

T APPEARS, from this brief history of
military manvower . pronosals, that
The Pentagon and leaders of hoth parties
have recognized the urgency of a more
inclusive program. But thev are not sure
what that progzram should be. And in
of the usual reluctance of a ma-
jority of congressmen to favor universal
military training. administration leaders
are watering down their proposals more
and more. Furthermore, during recent
vears aftempts have been made to suoor

view

the UMT pill bv propesing “stateside
duty only" “character guidance,” fruit
iuice and fce cream” gimmicks The

traine Il then. it is averred, return
home still a sweet and wholesome boy,
albeit possibly unready for combat
The administration is undérstandablv
troubled 100 by the unknown nature of
possible future war. 1 it is fought with
atomic weapons, -as most militarv. men
hold, mannower may not be so imnor-
tant as brainpower and dispersal of
forees. But as considerable an authoritv
as CGon. Malt Ridaway. Armv chief of
staff believes that atomic warfare would
reauire more troops than “conventional”
warfare, because of longer supply lines
and more casualt
Whether or not a possible future war
is fought with ymic weapons a much
lar ned manoower than
now eded. Troops will be
hey were in World
an War, when this

mannower

sunply of 1t
exists will he 1
needed sooner than
Var IT and the Kor
country's lack of a

milit

training prosram cost a stagser sum
in men, time. monev and materiel
Furthermore, if a vastly expanded re-
serve program Is not inausurated. Korean
veterans will have to fisht azain while
young men stay  home, just as the

‘retreads” of World War Il were pressed
into service in Korea
For these reasons we are disturbed by

the inadequacy of recent manpower
training proposals. It is true that Con-
gress may weter down or reject univer-

ving. But realistic eval-
s still indicates a
iministration
the

sal military tr:
uation of world
need for UMT
ought to imy
Congress and citiz

ed upon

qute_d: An Antibiotic For T he Slum

S Supreme Court

points out that the U

has recently ruled that the right of emi-
n domain in condemning property for
lum ¢l is perfectly
proper. Mr has n
formed th | ment
making i ble for
the program
Tl uine need for an ef

opn

t only in slum
vation
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erican  same time. Thurber has had an in
creasing vogue, and E. B. White

as a a late starter, may yel catch up
the un-  with him. Since the days when we

read Upton Sinclair and Sinclair
Lewis, the switch in spite uf
Hemingway has been toward
American humor—which may be
proof of our discernment

Not only have some Americ:
humorists, since (he time of Mark

there are
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~ Behind The Bamboo Curtain

SAIGON, Fndoch

JPOR AN American ' nowa

the Bamboo Curtain » Asia is  without
far_harder to pass than the Iron nists &
Curtain of Furope. But by a curi
ous chaptéf of accidents, (his r
porter has just spent three days in took comn
the great Viet Minh guerrilla aren  the
which still forms a virlually ia
dependent state at the southers f
tip of Indochin

hope

By JOSEPH ALSOP
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power.
FIRST SYMPTON

I thought 1 even detected a
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The trip involved every apps  tabli 1 grown up governments are
ratus  of con romaney able. I stayed. for my short visit
from two lit at the palm hut reception center
nights g nu provided for the families who
nist - territor anal rom all over Cochin
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pers, w orth, cadre in
back throu X fiierr is the Viet Minh
Yet the W the local 'Viet Minh v trained and indoc-
ticeable,  De € e meoving north unde v warker)
horiness of the permitted Ums, of the G rd was a pale v dandified

by this  of Camau 2 whal young fellow. It seemed hard to
e liberated forri. Pelieve thal he did the daily hour

i very went or so s of work in the rice fields that i
they alone d one's en + tolumn would Feauired of all cadres &
attention example, maintain contact with

Perhaps it is tactless o say so the peasanis and eke out the tiny

ut my dominant emo: ary of rice that the Viet Minh

palm hut ca
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ing Asian
allowed me

ner
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effectivel:

rmy of something like
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as told he
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with a
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expert
but I still st

however,
dre was re-
ence of an of-
y exit papers. And
e me a rather

urity police
in my bed-
scovered 1 really

port that the

""“"‘"“ Minh organization which 1|
and arme sed in those three days was
feeble, evanescent and hated

But the record of its
ars all too

: people
evements in nine y
carly confirms my own short
ations of the efficiency
power and popular support of this
Communist built and Communist
ided machine of guerrilla goy

’ economie. edueational, healtt
heen a vast swamp 1 the propazanda nolice services. ihe enemy's sirength. And the
French drained it. and d Curren 1, taxes were loregoing merely summarizes the
it into great landed estates ! were annual-  streagth (hat I saw.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

question of excha i
tudents for Americans has been di
secretly for some time and

complicated appears in the
nes. The amazing fact is thi
Department sent nine Chinese stu-
back to China even after the 11

en were convicted of trumped-  zens on one hand and military pr fore the Korean War
es. on the other not to return the 35 s
In fact is that the United States ¢ialists, badly needed by Red China
is dickering, nol merely for release of  Also Stite’ Depattisent s up
rmen, but for a larger group of inst possible howls from the power. returning

A < cluding 28 civilians China lobby family ties.
i I but unable or inst The State Depariment
0 av e to leave, exce

U.s

ation 1

Actu
caught between the moral handiul
rescue the American ¢

Of these 62

of the 4500 Chinese students
who were studying in this country be.

P a bare 10 per cent, elected to go back to

eir Communist - controlled homeland
Even these few weren't enthusiastic about
but were drawn by strong

Twain, been the best social critics
in America, but they have been
the best humorists in the Eng
lish language. The two facts are
connected, and the reading pub-
lic here may dimly realize it
even if the sh  humorists
can't see why. We have produced
snobbish humor, decadent humi
cross humor and—at our begt—
pure nansense

Outside the theatre.
tive writing is becoming
Those who strained after origing
ity in the thirties have succumbed
to literary hernia and now earn
a base living as crilics. en
viewing can be lively—a fact o
which 1 am reminded whenever
American literary journ
hands—but  the

e a strong
impression of being divided into
two main groups: (I} extravagant
praise for any writer with whom
the eritic is allied—for example,
though not exclusively, in the
“trade unmion” of inverts: (
peevish pettiness with regard to all
others.

The characteristic peevishness
oi our literary criticism is natu
rally to be found in most reviews
ot American books, though it is
complicated by a mixcure of f

real crea
rare
al

f

jealousy and complete lack of un-
derstanding. The solution is fre-
quently sought in a pedagogic
form of amiable patronage, which
reminds me of those back-hand-
ed compliments to other women

which are attributed to Tullulah
Bankhead.

FOR INSTANCE

In search of an illustration I
had merely to pick up the May,
1954, number of the London Maf
azine, edited by John Lehma
Three American s
viewed in one ar
Wyndham. Most of the article
reads like an end-of-term  school
report by a pedantic and disillu
sioned old  sch arm on  the
work of children in their
fleens, Even Alfred Haves
was patted quite keavily on the
back, had to be reminded thot
two earlier novels of his had
“shown promise.” (It e an
my own, but [
ke that cliche,
smacking so smugly of the school-
room.)  Charles enbaker’s
book, “The Drean. of Kings," is
even more heavily patronized and
eventually damned with some-
thing worse than faint praise as
“‘an excellent example of intel-
Tectual journalism.” As the old &
d, the worst of some bitches is
that they're such women.
However, it's Saroyan who re-

ceives the full blast of the old
lady's malice. Just listen to this
from the school report. William,

it seems, has pervetuated his “lat-
est perversion of a technique he
himself heloed to originate, where
@ series of short sentences, por-
tentously casual, pretends 1o dis-
guise a sentimentality at the same
time arch, arty, and almost infan-
tile.” Considering that Saroyan's
vork will be remembered  and
read when_nobody will know o
tare who Francls Wyndham wag
(if, indeed. many eithier know ‘or
care today), this pompous verdict
almost redeems itself by its un-
conscious humor.
CORRUPT STANDARDS

My brief is not to defend Am
icans from such eritics — 1
would be as pretentious as
patronage or defamation ban;
out by ous highbrow hacks. C
icism—as my own article doy
less illustrates—always
reader at least ag much about the
critic as it lells him about the
object of analysis. Get his meas-
ure and you can even use ihe
worst critic—in reverse gear
know a man who always buys any
book W receives a specially
vicious review in one literary
weekly here. He says it is an
infallible the

American wrilers can look after

People’s
Please keep letiers brief, and
may be withheld, The News
It's More Like 2,300
Years Since Alexander

Marshville

Editors, The New
FEW d. ago 1 foolhardily
stuck my neck out and ad.

vised you of an error in “How's
Your 1.0.2" Your research de-
partment very neatly cuat it off,
To my dismay, 1 found out that
a MeGraw-Hill testbook was in
e informed them of

but this time .J

“Americana”

and Remernbe
; probably

oudspeaker in history

used by Alexander The

nore than 300 years ago,

It is true that Alexander lived

Less than 450, or
ing cha

The
was ke

ove

permitied all  Hq
* will be

cided to let the 27 g
ture of American good
nine of this group were permitted to
take off even after the, trumped-up spy-

ing a political eruption on Capitol Flil

Britain's Intellectuals Still View America With Alarm

themselyes; but that doesn't ab.
solve an English waiter from feel-
ing some responsility about our
corrupt standards.s -

It is not that I object tQ see-
ing our people hit out at the
Americans and hit hard, but t
is what they hardly ever do, even
though Achilles is a alonster, with
many heels and all of thern' vul.
nerable. Few of (hose journals
which are believed jn America
to be“anti-Americr’ and even
sometimes described as “Commu-
uist” (a grim joke to those of
us who know the timid old wom-
en who run them and write for
them) will carry uan outspoken
attack en_anything American.
LITTLE KNOWLEDGE

The fact still remains that the
great ‘mass of people here knaw
little of America. | wish my own
knowledge were comparable to
my curiosity. One woman, other.
to me ra-
tly that she had read hardly

y American literature and did
not want to do so. “They've taken
our place in the world without
being fit for it." she said bitter-
ly, “and they're decadent
out ever having been great.”
Later she admitted that this was
not quite fair, in view of her ack
nowledged ignorance.) 1 doubt if
the new patronage of some Amer-
ican writers by our intelligentsia
will greatly help. As the same

wise well read, admitted
ce

woman rightly said, our intellec-
tuals have the well-deserved con-
Their

tempt of the British public.
strenuous  polities have
them no less effective

when brave young mcn
raised hue and cry afier the fi

titious figure of *Colonel Blimp”
symbol of a longdeceased

including the Muscovite dope they
themselves peddled — the intel-
lectuals have lived in spiritual
exile from the “masses” of whom
they once loved to talk ad nau-
seam

All this is parenthetic to the
question of our altitude lo
America, but may help to explain
it. Also it reminds me that pers
haps the one place where our
telle make any contact wi
ordinary people is in the Labour
party, where there has been a
growing tendency {0 choose yound
0 the universities as

confusion.
AFRAID OF AMERICA

Superficially, the Labour
intelligentsia
which does a g
But in fact it is afraid of America
and will rarely hit out on just b
issues which call for hard-hitting
—where it could count on
deal of support in the
tes. The result is that m:
false impressions are created
ciprocally, while the real issues
are rarely discussed with any
frankness. If, for example, most
people in Britain think thal ever
institution in the States 13
corrupt, it wse American
films have repcated Lhis so often,
in italics,

For the rest, the ordinery, uni
formed people here — from the
solid citizens to the adolesc
“Teddy-boys" and their fema
counterparts in long, light pan
—all know that. America is Ne
ork, Chicago and Hollywood
They know that all Americans are
rich and generous lor "¢huck
their money about.” il you happe
to be jealous many
where  American lroops
found). They know that Americ
police are brutal or sentimental
or both, and that the same applies
to the ubiquitous American gan<-
sters. They know thal America is
a fairyland where
ries a millionaire
working boy gets
millionaire convenic
half believe it my
perhaps, I shall fir

Platform

give name and address.  Namesg
reserves the right (o condense

=

1 out the truth.

over 300 years ago; in fact he
lived over 300 years B.C. Read
and remember. Mr, Editor:
Alexander The Great was born
in Pella 356 BC. and died at
Babylon 323 B.C. “the vietim of
fever and excessive drinking
(. W. McGEE IR,

(Editors' Note: Right, Amd
Alexander was apparently too
fond of his megaphone, via
which his commands earried for
miles. For shortly before his
early death he lost his voice.)

Quote, Unguote

a sum of moncy
which, w you buy something
worth oife, vou find it takes twe
of. — Stewart-Webster (Ga.) Jour
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