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Loophole In Liability Insurance Law

CHARLOTTE lady who was injured

in an auto accident asks, in PEOPLE'S
PratropM, a question most appropriate
on Safe Driving Day. “Is it,” she asks, “a
North Carolina law to carry liability in-
surance or not? If it is then why isn't it
enforced for everybody?”

The answer to her first question is
“No.” The 1953 General Assembly in-
duced many North Carolinians to carry
auto liability insurance. The legislature
passed the Motor Vehicle Safety Respon-
sibility Law, which became effective Jan.
1, 1954. It provides that operators of all
cars involved in acecidents that result in
injury or property damages in excess of
$100 must immediately report the acci-
dent to a policeman or patrolman. It
further provides that a driver's license
must be revoked within 60 days of the
accident unless he has been released
from liability, has been adjudicated not
liable or has provided for the satisfaction
of claims resulting from the accident, up
to $11,000. Naturally, this law encour-
aged drivers to take out at least $11,000
in liability insurance.

All Tar Heel motorists potentially
come under the new law. But that law
does not require motorists to insure
(or otherwise prove financial responsibil-
ity) before they have an accident

torists? The best answer, one we have
advocated for years, is compulsory auto
liability insurance.

Only one state, Massachusetts, now
requires liability insurance. Admittedly,
there are drawbacks to the system. It
affords you no protection when you are
hit by an uninsured driver, out-of-state
driver or a hit-and-run driver. Political
influence in the law's administration and
rate changes has long vexed citizens of
Massachusetts. But as the CHRISTIAN
Serewce MowntTor, published in Boston,
has said, although “the law has shown
some loopholes and developed certain
unpleasant features there is mo disposi-
tion in the Bay State to suggest repeal-
ing it."

Goy. Thomas Dewey of New York
tried hard but unsuccessfully to get his
state to adopt the compulsory plan plus
this worthwhile feature—a special fund
to help persons injured by hitand-run
or stolen car drivers, violators of the
law and uninsured out-of-state drivers,

North Carelina's Motor Vehicle Respon-
sibility Law is good, as far as it goes.
Motor Vehicles Commissioner Scheidt
has done a good job of administering it.
But we are persuaded that the law does
not go far enough. The next General
Aiwmhlv should in our oninion reauire

Thus a fi Ty ir ible driver or other proof of financial
may smash into you and cause you resnonsibility, before, not after, the
physical and financial hardship, He might  accident. No car should be licensed

not get hack on the road until he pro-
vides for his future financial responsi-
bility. That doesn’t help you pay your
doctor and garage bills

‘What can be done to decrease the
number of financially irresponsible mo-

Hodges: A Blow For

TN A political climate of timidity and
= vacillation about legislative redistrict-
ing, Gov. Hodges' words were like a
breath of fresh air:

T would like to express my Interest
in the proper redistricting of our state,
as provided for by the constitution of
North Carolina. As you know, the 1851
and 1953 sessions of the General Assembly
did not comply withgthis requirement, 1f
we are fo continue™to have representa-
tive government, under the provisions of
our state constitution, I believe that the
General Assembly should act upon this
matter during the next session.

The statement, made at a capitol news
conference, left no doubt about where
the governor stood on one of the most
important political questions to face
North Carolina in years. Significantly,
his audience was composed of a large
number of editors of country weeklies.

Such a forthright stand is worthy of
commendation

The constitution provides in crystal-
clear language for the redistricting of the
state for senators and the reallotment of
representatives after each federal census.
Yet members of both the Senate and the
House. who took a solemn oath to sup-
port the state constitution before begin
ning their duties in the 1951 and 19
sessions, stubbornly refused to do their
duty.

The legislative scheme in North Caro-
lina is the reverse of the situation in the
U. 8. Congress. In the Tar Heel state,
Senate membership is hased solely on
population while the 120 seats of the
House are allotted on the basis of one to
each of the 100 counties with the remain-
ing 20 seats going to the larger counties
on the hasis of population by the appli-
cation of a mathematical formula

As the governor said, the problem
boils down to the question of whether
representative government is to be con-
tinued in North Carolina

Representative government means gov-
ernment by majority rule expressed
through the machinery of the constitu-
tion with the protection of certain funda-
mental rights even from the will of the
majority. It emphatically does not mean
the placing of power in the hands of the
minority — power which the minority

From The Wrightsville (Ga.) Headlight

unless it is covered. And in addition the
legislators oucht to explore the soecial
fund idea which Gov. Dewey proposed
for accident wictims who are not com-
pensated by compulsory liability insur-
ance,

Majority Rufe

could even use to abuse and tax the
majority.

But because legislators have neglected
to implement a constitutional mandate
(“‘each senate district shall contain as
near as may be an equal number of in-
habitants”), a rural minority of people
has gained enormous power in the state
Senate.

A comparison of several districts will
serve o illustrate. The First Senatorial

istrict consists of eight counties—Ber-
tie, Camden, Chowan, Currituck, Gates,
Hertford, Pasquotank and Perquimans. All
eight of these counties had a total poj
ulation of 115360 in the 1950 censu
The senatorial district has two senators.
The 20th Senatorial District, which cone
sists of Mecklenburg County, had a 1950
population of 197,052 and yet has only
one sgnator.

The Second Senatorial District consists
of seven counties—Beaufort, Dare, Hyde,
Martin, Pamlico, Tyrrell and Washington.
It had a 1950 population of 105177. It
has two senators. Yet the 17th Senatorial
District which éonsists of Guilford Coun-
ty had a 1950 population of 191,057 and
has only one senator.

So it is that 115360 people have twice
the voting power of 197,052 and 105,177
have twice the voting power of 191,057,

Consider also the 29th Senatorial Dis:
trict, consisting of Alleghany, Ashe and
Watauga counties. Tt had a 1950 popula-
tion of 48,375, It has one senator. So

in the 20th

voting power with 197,052
and 191,057 in the 17th

Rep. Thomas Turner Jr. of Guilford
recently pointed 1o these curious facts
about North Carolina's senatorial repre-
sentation:

One senator (noted above) represents
under 50,000 people. Eleven senators
represent under 60000 people. Nine sen-
ators represent under 70,000 people. Ten
senators Tepresent under 80,000 people

This condition violates the fundamen-
tal concept upon which constitutional
government is founded, Unless this state
wishes to discard the principle of major-
ity rule, Tar Heel legislators must heed
the recommendation of the governor and
redistrict in 1955.

QUR TREELESS JUNGLES

it was the fa

on

OME years back

for small towns to want to be as
citified as possible
Noting that cities had almost uni
versally whacked down every tree in
sight to enjoy the
phone lines, electr
ing hot pavements, the country cousing
were not long follow
The pleasant old o4 d elms that
dotted the business districts of sleepy
little towns gave way to the ax of
progress. 'Checker games that took

place under the restful shade were dis-
continued.

Progress brought the barren look, the
parked mortgaged car, the searing as-
phalt

Southern towns marched like lovely
ladies to the execution block, shearing
their old trees, leaving their heads bald
and exposed to a merciless sun

Now we enjoy the full benefits of such
2 policy. No one in his right mind would
stand on the average smalltown streel
more than one minute in the summer
To linger longer risks having your brains

cooked out.

.Even sadder, the younger gene

ation

has forgotten what treelined streets
were like and new homes line the
approaches to our little towns like san-
ary white ovens in a blistering sun.
rom il until October these poor
young couples bake and blister in their
FHA havens, never suspecting that it

is not illegal to set out a tree.

“Junior—if T take 83 from
the difference?”

“That's what [ say—who
LAMAR (Mo.) DEMOCRAT,

acher:
what's

If you think you are as sharp as you
used to be, try threading a needle.—ELLa-
VI Ga.) Suw

If any campaigner forgot to mention
America was at the crossroads, bring-
ing it up now will be of little avail—
LAUREL (Miss.) LEADER-CALL.

Every time I hear a defeated candidate

ut his loss, I remember that
th four aces ever howls for a
— CHATTANOOGA NEwsFREE

The De

By

WASHINGTON
IEN Treasury Secretary

George M. Humphrey acknowl-
edged Dec. 6 that the Eisenhotver
administration “cannot balance
the budget” for fiscal 1956, he
quickly drew blood Jfrom Sen.
Harry Flood Byrd (D-Va.).

“It is time that the adminis-
tration and the Congress face up
te the realily of our fiscal situa-
tion,” said Byrd, who will have a
lot to say about that situation as
Chairman of the Senate Finance
Committee m the 84th Congress.
“This means that we will start
the 23rd de[ic:t year in the past
26" he added, pointing out that

have increased the federal debt
from $16 billion to approximately
$260 billion.”

Both Byrd and Humphrey are
mindful of the fact that the statu-
tory ceiling on the national debt,
which was temporarily raised to
$281 billion in August, will revert
to $275 billion next June 30 unless
Congress intervenes. But present
prospects of getting under the old
ceiling are dim.

"St.o:r&
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bt Will Rise Again

CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY

Humphrey has already estimat-
ed a budgetary deficit of $4.7 bil-
lion for the current 1955 fiscal
year. And as of Dec. 3, the debt
had mounted to $278.3 billion or
$3.3 billion more than the perma-
nent ceiling. Moreover, the debt
bad jumped nearly $4 billion with-
in the first three months after the
ceiling was temporarily raised.

Byrd consistently has opposed a
permanent_increase in the $275
billion limit, and only went along
with the femporary $ billion
boost approved in August “with
great reluctance.” He said Aug.
3 that the “temporary authority
to exceed the permanent debt lim-
it should not be renewed. The
administraion can_prepare the
next budget (for 1956) 80
that renewal will mot be neces-
This is what should and

&

Rep. Jere Cooper (D-Tenn.),
who will head the House Ways
& Means Committee, said Aug.
18 when the House approved
the temporary $6 billion in-
crease that there was “justifi-
able ground for considerable

A Lite Is Saved

(From “Spotlight,” published
by the National Federation Ot
Independent Business.)

OMORROW A life will be
saved. Tomorrow an accident
which would have happened will
not happen

A driver will glance at his
speedometer and case his foot

from the accelerator—and an
accident will have been pre-
vented

A child will dart from behind
a hedge or a parked car. An ap-
proaching driver will see him in
time because he will have been
Jooking for him.

A pedestrian will start across
a busy street, remember and
wait—and the morgue will have
been cheated of another victim.

Somewhere at a party tomor-
row night a man will drink a
final highball, sway a little and
ask his wife to drive. He'll be
drunk, but alive, Death may not
take a holiday tomorrow but
there will be one less story in
the paper, one less headline to
write, one less figure to add to
a mounting total

1t is not possible to tell where
this accident which could have

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON
the 22nd

HIS week happens to be
T birthday of the column which

anniversa r of the ¢
also it's been four years since Joe

also it's the natal

happened did not happen

It could have been on a long,
level highway, or a hedge-
marked intersection. It could
have been on a dark, narrow,
winding country road. No one
knows—or will ever know.
There will be no sign to mark
the spot where the death car
s not a death car drove

tomorrow  night, seme-
where a human being—a man, a
woman or a child—will go about
his everyday affairs, never
knowing death passed him by,

And tomorrow, this will hap-
pen because today somebody is
reading these lines.

Someone will remember these
words tomorrow and be a little
more careful.

It could be any one able to
read and able to drive,

This life which will be saved
v be that of an obscure work-
man, or a person of wealth,
It may be that of a baby or a
debutante, a ne'er-do-well, or a
youth of promise. It may be your
mother's or your wife’s. It ‘may
be your sen's or your neighbor's.
It may even be yours.

whirls  bi

olumn
MeC

ple, little people who have been for-

sten and pushed aside in Joe's rush for
zer and better headlines,

One of the first men he listed

Communist in the State Department was

Val Lorwin, then a labor adviser

doubt” about whether the boost
really was necessary. But he
went on to say it was his
“guess that we will find that
this increase will become a per-
manent one.” In the House, the

Vays & Means unit deals with
debt limit legislation.

Lending a note of urgency to
the debt debate is the predic-
tion by a number of Democrats
that the 84th Congress will deal
with some major tax-cutting
legislation. Rep. John D. Din-
gell (D-Mich.) has said he will
introduce a bill to provide a
$100 increase in personal in
come tax exemptions. This
would mean an annual revenue
loss of more than $2 billion,
INCREASE ASKED IN *53

The Eisenhower administra-
tion has been faced with the
problem of a rising debt that
continually threatens to burst
its legal bounds. On June 30,
1953, the national debt subject
to the $275 billion legal Limit
stood at $265.5 billion. The
gross public debt, which in-
cludes amounts not subject to
the debt limit (generally about
$500 million), totaled $268 bil-
lion. Onme month later, Presi-
dent Eisenhower asked Con-
gress for a permanent $15 bil-
lion boost in the debt ceiling to
give the government a “safe
working balance” The House
approved his request, but the
Senate did not act on it in
195

By the end of fiscal 1954
June 30, 1953 —-the debt sub-
ject to limitation had risen to
$270.8 billion, the gross debt to
$271.3 billion. In August, the
administration requested a_$10
billion hike in the $275 billion
debt ceiling, §5 billion of which
would have expired June 30,
1953, leaving a permanent le-
gal debt limit of $280 billion,
Congress instead granted the
temporary $6 billion increase,
which meant the administration
would have to cope with the
same problem of a $275 billion
ceiling in 1955.

When he signed the $6 bil-
lion debt limit increase bill
Aug. 28, President Eisenhower
said the government would try
to operate under the $281 bil-
lion temporary limit although it
might “prove inadequate.”

r‘](dn) start on

as a
ers of the m
Me-
1046,

Unfortunately they forget

which time the Justice Department had
.ulx(ad\' indicted the top Communist lead-

S

Soviet spy ring in Canada in February,

Late ‘Loyalty Oath’ Was
Neither Oath Nor Pledge

F

A DISPATCH to The Virginian-

Pilot from New Orleans deal-
ing with the meeting of the Demo-
cratic National Committee, quoted
former chairman Stephen A,
Mitchell as announcing that
“the idea of requiring a personal
pledge of convention delegates to
support the national nominees—a
move that threatened to split the
party in 19523—had been aban-

loned. . .

The dispatch quoted Sen. Hum.
phrey of Minnesota, “who led the
fight for the so-calied loyalty
ocall’ at the 1952 wnv:nhun. u
saying that *‘any such pledge
uu!"’ It referred allu to ”llu
obvious victory for the southern
wing of ihe party, which has
balked at committing itself to any
candidate in advance of his actual
choice by the convention. . .

In the light of these statements
it is necessary to lok at the
record. The so-called “loyalty
oath” is contained in the Moody
resolution introduced into the 1952
Democratic National Convention.
That resolution had three para-
graphs. The. first said that the
temporary rules of the convene
tion shall be those of 1948, in-
cluding the rules of the House of
Representatives, as far as applie
cable, This is standard. T
ond paragraph is the key section,
It read

“Be it further resolved that this
convention believes in the great
American principle of majority
rule. No delegate shall be seat-
ed unless he shall give assurance
to the credentials committee that
he will exert every honorable
means available to him in any of-
ficial capacity he may have to
provide that the nominees of the
convention for President and Vice
President, through their names or
those of electors pledged to them,
appear on the election ballot un:
der the heading, name or desig-
nation of the Demoeralic party.
Such assurance shall be given by
the chairman of each delegation,
and shall not be binding upon
thase delegates who shall so sig-
nify, to the eéredentials commitlee
prior to its report to this conven-
tion.”

The third paragraph provides
that “for this convention only, such
assurance shall not be in contra-
vention of the existing law of the
state, or of the instructions of the
State Democratic governing bad-
ies.”

The Norfolk Virginian-Pilot

Instead of the resolution® be:
ing one which required a personal
pledge of convention delegates to
support the national nominee, it
(1) a statement of belief in
majority rule and (2) a statement
that every delegate, in order (o
be seated, must give assurance
that he w»uld exert every honora-
ble means *“in any official capac-
ity he may have" to have thé par-
ty nominees listed as Democratic
nominees on the official ballot.

To argue that this resolution
constitutes a “loyalty oath” in the
normal sense, or that it binds
delegates in advance to support
party nominees, is to disregard
the words of the resolution.

The only basis for such an argu-
ment is the statement of belief in
majority rule, Yet it is obvious
that party conventions do believe
in majority rule and sbow it in
nearly every action they take. It
is just as obvious that such a be-
lief does mot pledge or bind a del-
egate to follow the majority to ev-
-rHruned t and dotted i

remainder of the key para-
graph relates only to getting par-
ty nominees on the official baliot
as party nominees. The law of
Virginia a | r e a dy requires that.
The law of simple decency and of
fair play demands it. The only
reason the resolution sought to in.
clude it was that in 1948 some
statgs did mot put Democratic
inees for President and Vice
President on the ballot as Demo-
cratic nominees

Finally, the requircment relates
to “official hat would
not “bind’* most delegates begause
they have mo “official” relation.
ship to the ballots.

SET RECORD STRAIGHT

1t is pleasant to see Democratie
brethren dwelling together in uni.
ty, as they are currently making
an effort to do, although how long
the dove of peace will hover over
them is hard to say. But if the so-
called “loyalty oath” of 1962 is
to be buried, then by all means
let us carve its right name on the
tombstone and not perpetuate a
myth

It was not a “loyally cath™ in
any real sense of the phrase. It
was not a pledge to be taken by
cach delegate to support the num.
nees of the convention. 1t did not
require the southern wing of tha
party to commit itself to any
candidate in advance of his ace
tual choice by the convention.

1 capacity

People’s Platform

Please keep letters brief, and give name and address.

Names

may be withheld. The News reserves the right to condense

Is There A Loophole

In Car Accident Law?

Charlotte
Editors, The News:

HAVE read the “People’s

Platform™ for some time and
enjoy it very much. People seem
to respond to your column very
well, and 1 wonder if some of
your readers might have for me
an answer to something 1 have
been wondering about for some
time,

I had the understanding that
North Carolina has a law that
ybody who owns a motor
vehicle is supposed to own lia-
bility insurance, which would
take care of any damages done
to another driver of his car or to
be financially able to cover all
medical cost or property dam.
age. I thought this was a North
Carolina law to take out this in-
surance to protect my fellow
drivers and myself in case of
an accident,

This past October, another
car, driven by an 18year-old
boy, hit my car head on, send-
ing us hoth to the hospital. He
remained in the hospital for
three days. I had fractured ribs,
one broken a fractured
knee, and head injuries keeping
me in the hospital for ten days.
My doctor just dismissed me on
the third of this month, with the

that
communism until

Joa
1850,

n. I had exposed the

elected

advice of taking it casy on my
injured knee.

You can see what an accident
did to me, besides nearly junke
ing my ear, which cost around
six hundred dollars to repair.
There was also a hospital bill of
§160, not to mention the doctor
bill which I have not yet re-
ceived. I had insurance to cover
my expenses, but if I had not,
this is what T would be facing.

The boy told in court that he
drove about seven miles uncon-
seious, passing by our West
Mecklenburg School. What if he

had met one of oor school buses
f\ﬂl of children, and had hit
them instead of me? Believe me,
it could have been worse.

The judge asked the young

oy if he could pay §3
expenses, His answer was *i
The judge asked about $200, The
young boy said no_again. Well

‘no” again,
bu! at this point the boy's father
spoke up, saying that he would
help pay this amount. How far
would this amount go with a bus
of our children or several pas-
sengers in a ear? What [ want (0
Xknow is: Is it a North Carolina
law to carry liability insurance
or not? If it is then why isn't it
enforced for everybody?
—MRS. D. E. CARITHERS
(Editors® Note—See editorial:

“Loophole In . Liability Insurance
Law.")

How McCarthyism Hurt ‘Little People’

Herald gave an affidavit that he had
only been a type-setter for three months,

Whereas Crough testified he had been
Florida state director of the CIO,
CIO gave an affidavit flatly to the con-
trary. In all,
were found in Crouch’s sworn testimony.

the

20 misstatements of fact

thy delivered an hour-long diatribe on the
Senate floor demanding that this column

be banned by editors, that Adam hats
be boycotted; and when he first em
ploved Indian Charlie’s below-the-belt

the men’s cloakroom of the

tacties in
Sulgs .

latter two incidents were among
the most painful of my life, in more
ways than one, and it is with no pleas
ure that I recall them (m(.u

I do not even get ar tisfaction
(Nm the fact that HJrr Truman, who
quite gleefal over these two inci-
hun now ihannﬂ his mind; nor

Watkins of Utah has changed
'il‘n \\1l|w| meeting Joe MeCar-
\h»' the next day, remarked: “Joe, the
newspapers differ as to where you hit
him, but I hope both accounts were
right

A lot of people besides Sen. Watkins
have changed their minds since then.
They realize that, far more important
than anything thes happened to me, the
country has suffered and a lot of people
have suffered—innocent people wha
couldn’t defend themselves. T was able to
defend myself. Most of my editors stuck
by me loyally, and though I did lose my
radio sponsor, a lot of other radio sta-
tions and sponscrs have come to my sup-
port

So, other than some painful and hu-
miliating memories, I have mo complaints
to make.

But I do want to record some of the
things that have happened to other peo-

Carthy cited his name in February 1950
when he first charged, in Wheeling, W,

Va,, that there were “205 card-carrying
Communists known to the secretary of
state.” Next day he changed the figure

after fo 81

though Gen. Bedell Smith, Re-
publican undersceretary of state, swore
er vath last year that not one Com-

nd in the State De-
partment, Val Lorwin was indicted for
perjury when he denied he was a Com-
mupisf

That was approximately four years ago.
And for four years Lorwin lived under
oud, unable to clear his name, un.
able to make much of a living. He had
no money, but he borrowed some, A lot
of friends helped him, and Jiggs Dono-
hue, former commissioner of the District

of Columbia, generously defended his
case for cos!
Finally, the Justice Department went

into court and asked that the case be
dismissed. There was no evidence on
which to base a prosecution.

I talked to Lorwin afterwards, He was
mot bitter. He had been through four
years of hell, but said the experience

howed him how many fine pcnp\:;
an

there were who believed in him
were willing to help him.

.
Joe's Defenders

Some people claim: “Joe McCarthy
did a good job cleaning up Cvmmumsu.
should be forgiven some of
mistakes."

the year MeCarthy was
to the Senate. I had warned the State
Department about Alger Hiss, also in
1946; and exposed the Russian_blueprint
laboratory in a Silver Spring, Md., base-
ment in September, 1047,

Jue was four years late waking up to
this danger, but when he did wake up,
he made so many accusations that he
started a wave of terroristic tactics in
government that sometimes out-McCar-
thied McCarthy, That is one of the worst
results of McCarthyism: those who are
afraid they will be exposed by Joe if
they don't outdo Joe,

For instance, in July, 1953, the Navy
Department suspended Abraham Chasa.
now, after 20 years' service. No charge
was placed against him. For one whole
year he couldn't even find out what the
suspicion was. Finally the Washington
newspapers took up the case, and the
Navy belatedly restored Chasanow with
a formal and public apology.

Again, take the case of a professional
witness for the Justice Department, Paul
Crouch. Mr. Crouch has
around the country testifying against all
sorts of people and making a Eood liv
ing from Uncle Sam.
a professional witness. But when hc tﬁ
tified against Jacog Burck, Pulitzer prize
winning cartoonist for the Chicago Sun.
Times, that paper turned round and in.
vestigated him.

It (nund that, whereas Crouch testified
he had been an editor of the mi
Hrrald‘ Editor George Beebe of the

Yet this was the man the Justice Depart-
ment was using to out-McCarthy Me-
Carthy.

McCarthy's Impact

It will take a long time lnr the gon
ernment to get over its present Gestapo-
NKVD tactics toward its mm |\ub lic serv-
ants,

Even more important, it will take Stain
Department diplomats a long time to
away from the tactics of writing repor
that they think would read well befora
a McCarthy committee rather than re.
vurt!rllng on what they consider to be the

ru

If a diplomat knows that a future Sen
ate committee may demand his dismisss]
because he wrote his considered juds
ment about China as he saw it, rathep
than writing what the politicians
home want him to wire, then preventive
war is a lot more likely.

For the diplomats of today know that
John Paton Davies, John
and John Service were
because they reported what they thought
in 1845 rather than what the p
advocated nine years later

Joe MeCarthy has now differed \\uh
most éveryone in Washington: beginning
with me and ending with President Eisen.
hower. And while those pe; wn-«' d
ences are not important, it
and unfortunate that it will tak
country a long time to get m
pact of his tactics, . mr the o




