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The Leviathan And TV’s Channel 9

RTHUR KROCK once called the
United States government “the big-
gest fish in the world” At times it seems
to toss and turn, flip and flop, and getas
little done as a dyspeptic whale
An example is the Federal Communi-
cations Commission’s agonizingly slow,
red tape-ridden procedure in the case of
Charlotte’s television channel 9. There
are three candidates for this par(mullnr

But since the freeze has been lifted,
applicants have been confronted with
one stumbling block after another. For
instance, a dispute over whether appli-
cations had been filled out in enough
detail held up formal hearings for
months,

Even when the trial examiner makes
his recommendation after hearings are
completed, appeals can tie up the case
for month: bly even years. The

spot on the band. The first app
was filed in 1948, Hearings did not begin
until the middle of this year. A recom-
‘mendation of the trial examiner is not
expected until mext February or later

Meanwhile, many thousands of dollars
have been spent by applicants in pre-
paring their cases and conducting argu-
ments during the marathon contest to
win the channel. More money will go
down the drain in 1055. Such a cam-
paign, one authority says, costs as much
as it does to run for the Senate in North
Carolina.

Naturally, not all this time has been
spent in active competition for the rights
to channel 9. For several years. no new
TV stations went on the air and no new
applications were processed because of
an FCC freeze.

L3 4 o
FCC has a reputation for dragging its
feet shamefully on such matters, Even-
tually the case could work itself all the
way up to the U. S. Supreme Court.

We have no objection to a thorough
examination of the merits of each indi-
vidual case and a careful. thoughtful
decision. Neither do we object to the
system of appeals. But we do object to
needless delay. And we believe that many
of the delays encountered so far have
been unnecessary and preventable.

It is all part of a larger problem:
Ineffectiveness in government compli-
cated by uncoordinated growth and mul-
tiple problems. Repairs are badly needed
in the nation's political machinery so
that it is capable of getting things done
when they must be done.

Tsk, Tsk, This Older Generation

ENRY WARD BEECHER—Iit is safe,
H we suppose, after 90 years to invoke
his testimony—once declared that “noth-
ing marks the increasing wealth'nf our
times and the growth of the public mind
toward refinement more than the de-
mand for books” If that be true. and
we are not inclined to dispute it, there
is hope for North Carolina. This despite
the chorus, in which we sometimes join,
lamenting the citizens' reluctance to
crack a cover except on lousy and lurid

prose.

Public libraries house most of the
best and few of the worst books. Their
per capita ecirculation is slowly rising
in this state. It was 292 books during
the last fiscal year. Almost 12 million
books were checked out, an increase of
about 11 per cent over the previous year.

Here in Mecklenburg the figure was
314 books. But the most interesting
aspect of the local situstion is the in-
creased circulation in the juvenile de-
partment. Here's how it breaks down
over a 13-year period:

Year Children Adult
1841 138,150 193,067
1942 162,720 100,567
1843 179,305 175,525
1044 180,313

1045 214,482
1046 223323
1047 228,249
1048 210,180

1949 241,185

1050 302,659

1051 340,599

1852 363,690

1053 370,712 21957
1954 386,127 236,832

Thus, over a 13-year period, circula-
tion of children’s books almost tripled,
while circulation of books in the adult
department increased less than 25 per
cent. One factor in the increase, par-
ticularly in the children's depariment,
was inauguration of bookmobile serv.
ice, in 1949

Circulation in the public library juve-
nile department, however, represents but
a small portion of books read by children.
Circulation in the city school library was
about 222 books per student during the
1950-51 school year. Last year it was
almost 30. In the elementary schools it
was 32.8 books. In the high schools it
was 23.1.

Add to this picture the increased pop-
ularity of book clubs and book stalls.
Note, foo, that North Carolina leads
the entire U. S. in bookmobile service.
One of every 10 bookmoabiles on U. S,
roads is in this state. More than 95 per
cent of the population of the state has
access to public libraries. Only vim}t
other states have better records in this
regard. And North Carolina has fur
nished this service despite the fact that
it ranks tenth from the bottom in per
capita expenditures for public library
activities.

North Carolinians do more than their
share in producing books too, as Walt
Spearman’s quarterly round-ups on Tar
Heel author output indicate. The quan-
tity and quality is so considerable that
competition for the state literary prizes
is extremely keen. Last weekepd de-
served awards went to Dr. Hugh T.
Lefler and the late Dr. Albert Ray New-
some for their Norta CaroLiva history
and to Ovid William Pierce for his novel,
THE PLANTATION.

About the only conclusion we can
come to, in view of these statistics, is
that the young 'uns, busy as they are
reported to be -with TV and comics and
wild parties, and of course the afternoon
News, are somehow squeezing in time
to read more hooks, and good ones at
that. And the finger-wagging older gen-
eration, although it is improving its
reading habits slightly, must be spending
a good deal of its time with TV, com-
ics and wild parties—and of course the
afternoon News.

Laugh Harder And Live Longer

DJUSTING their rose-colored glasses,

a particularly jolly group of scientists
has finally confirmed what we have sus-
pected all along: Laughter is wonderful
medicine. And the bigger the dose, the
better the results.

Laughter can even have far-reaching
effects on the digestive system, blood
pressure and heart, say the experts. For
instance, when vou laugh the diaphragm
is lowered and raised vigorously against
the right portion of the heart. This acts
as a direct stimulant to the heart, in-

From The Asheville Citizen

THAT SUBJECT IS

UR WHIMSICAL friend, the Cuar-

rorte News, borrowed itself a peck
of trouble the other day when it strayed
into that mine field of taboos, Santa
Claus and Christmas. Briefly, as Tue
NEws confessed later, it “poked a li
innecent fun at a mythical departm
store Santa,” who professed to regard
most children as unmitigated monsters
and who thought of himself some-
thing of an old fraud

Well, sir, the sky fell in, Habitually
gentle old ladies cried a pox on Tug
News. Men of substance flailed the
December air with walking sticks. One
part time, semi-pro Santa, speaking for
the profession, defended kiddies in gen-
eral and assailed editors in particular,
all in a vehement “dearsir-you-cad”
letter.

We could and should have warned
Tue News to lay off. Even the faintest
allusion to the Santa Claus myth is as
risky and as profitless as intervening in
a dog fight We found that out some
years ago after writing an editorial about
the remarkable dispensations of the Byrd
machine as to state patronage, captioning
the piece, “Yes, Santa Claus, There Is A

as

creasing the heart rate and the heart-
beats.

Far-fetched? Not at all. Leading physi-
cians even believe that if people could get
off a few more hearty guffaws they
would actually laugh off many of their
minor physical ailments

Unlike most wonder drugs, laughter
is free, available to everyone, can be
taken in any quantity and vou don’t have
fo see a specialist for a prescription

Of course, as Greville observed, man
is the only creature endowed with the
power of laughter—and the only one
that deserves to be laughed at

BOOBY-TRAPPED

Virginia” We were accused immediately
of dragging Kris Kringle into politics,
and of course our accusers were correct
This was akin, say, to suggesting out loud
that Christmas came early from Washing-
ton this election year to the 10th Congres-
sional District and Rep. Charles Jonas.

The fact is that levity in the Santa
department is dangerous not because it
offends children but because it affronts
adults. The jolly old gentleman is the
idol of oldsters, It is they, not the kid-
dies, who take umbrage when the young
one refuses to believe. Junior emerges
from the Santa period unscathed and
without remorse at his apostasy, but Dad
is shaken. We know a little girl whose
eyes are sometimes blue and sometimes
green who probably kidding the old
folks along with her Santa talk just out
of kindness

So the safest subject for the light
hand of ridicule is still that friendless
character, the man-eating shark. Watch
the anti-Santa stuff, friends, it's poison
The grown-ups believe. They do. It makes
life worth living every year until the
bills come in,

People’s Platform

Smog, Santa And Salaries

Charlotte

Editors, The News:
R awhile there I thought
something was going to be
done ahout the smog situation in
Charlotte. There was a lot of
talk. The politicians all came out
with  high-sounding statements
The newspapers carried edito-
rials. Well, everybody's had his
say. So what happened? Nothing,
We still wake up to a city

choked with smog. The same old
conditions

exist

It seems to me that a city as
big and progressive as Charlotte
would get down to business and
do something about this situation.
What's wrong with the people

anyway?
~JOHN G. BIRKS

Mencken And Wylie
And OId Kris Kringle

Charloute

Editors, The News:

SHAME on you. After printing
a delightful spoof of the toy-

land Santa Claus situation you let

a lot of humorless complainers

browbeat you into what was al-

most a retraction.

I liked it better the first time.
I think the great majority of edi-
torial page readers did too.

If this country isn't grown up
enough to have a little fun with
our institutions I don't know what
is going to happen to us

Oh for another H. L. Mencken
or Philip Wylie!

—PETE DANIEL

lke Gets $100,000
And Expense Money

Marshville
Editors, The News: 5
TV your “How's Your 1Q?
of Nov. 29, there is an error
Question 10 asks, “‘What salary
and expense allowance does the
President of the United States re-
ceive?” The answer is given:

“'Salary, $100,000; expense allow-

" Ferguson and McHei
ry, published by McGraw-Hill
Book Co. Inc. (New York, 1953),
p. 346 states: “The compensation
of the President is fixed by Con-
gress . . . in January 1M9 it
was raised to $100,000 and an
additional $50,000 tax-free allow-
ance was provided. Beginning in
1053 the salary was sel at §130.-
000, fully taxable, and the allow-
ance eliminated.”

Has Congress violated the Con-
stitution in changing the Presi-
dent’s compensation “'which shall
neither be increased nor dimin-
ished during the period for which

he shall have been elected?” Ac-
cording to “'How's Your L. Q.7" it

It is interesting to note that
Benjamin Franklin argued in the
constitutional convention against
any salary for the President. At
times, one wonders if perhaps Mr.
Franklin was wrong, but mnot

often.
—C. W. McGEE JR.

(Editors" Note: We referred
r. McGee's letter (o Henry

Gray, director of the Education-

al Research Bureau which com-

piles “How’'s Your 1Q.2" Mr.
Gray's reply follows.)

The 1Q answer of Nov. 29 is
correct, for there has been no in-
crease to the President's salary
since January 1949: $100000 an-
nually plus a $50,000 taxable ex-
pense allowance, and a maximum
of 840,000 for travel expenses.

1 verified the above with the
White House pr relations offi-
cer, who emphatically agreed that
there was no $150,000 salary be-
ginning 1

Mr. G. W. McGee Jr. would
have been correct if a salary in-
crease had gone into effect “dur-
ing the period for which he (the
President) shall have been elect-
ed.” For then, in accordance with
Mr. McGee's quotation from the
Constitution (Article II) there
would have been a distinet viola-
tion

Congress may vote an increase
to the President's salary, of
course. Bul the raise cannot ap-
ply to the President during the
particular current period of office
in which the increase was voted,
For example:

When Congress voted the 1949
increase, President Truman did
not get the benefit of that in-
crease until his next elective
term, therefore, there was no vio-
lation then,

VFW Post Collects

Toys For Youngsters
Mint Hill

Editors, The News:

LEASE accept this means of

our expressing deep appre-
ciation for the many times you
have so generously published ‘an.
nouncements of various functions
sponsoted by the Earp-Williams
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post
4059 in Mint Hill. We sincerely
feel your coverage has been in-
strumental in the success of the
many projects we have under-
taken.

Since receiving our charter in
January 1950, this post has won
three community service awards,
one of which placed third nation-
wide. Our ladies auxiliary did
likewise. One of these services is
one we would appreciate any fur.
ther coverage as our means of

personal contact is very limited in
this rural community. This project
is the. one we feel most impor.
tant at this time of year. That is
to provide underpriviledged chil-
dren of this and surrounding com-
munities such as you are doing
through your Christmas Stocking
Fund, in some small way, some
of the necessities and pleasures
that we enjoy year-round. It goes
to make our Christmas a little
more enjoyable to know that those
we assist are also enjoying this
day of His birth. If you would
please give us some space, we
kindly ask that any contributor of
toys, new or used, may contact our
community service officer, Ralph
Ross at ED 27879, or Andy Davis
at ED 27151, or Robert B. Long
at FR 7-7627 and arrangements
will be made to pick up same.
—ROBERT B. LONG
Commander, Earp-

Williams VFW Post

Foreign Meddling

In Internal Affairs
Rock Hill, S. C.
Editors, The News:

T HAS ALWAYS been the ac-

cepted custom in international
relations that envoys are not per-
mitted to meddle in the inter-
nal affairs of their accredited
couniries. Ambassadors are sup-
posed to stay clear from med-
dling in the events of their host
nations. However the Arabs have
set a new precedent. This is an
interesting sidelight on the re-
cent elections. On Oct. 27, shortly
before the elections, the Egyptian
embassy in Washington released a
statement in which it attacked
Americans for their “partial crit-
iciem of United States foreign pol-
iey" which “clearly indicates
where their real loyalty lies,”
and further criticized them for
trying to “discredit” the admin-
istration

The Egyptian embassy is prob-
ably unaware of the process of
free self-government. To inject
itself into internal American af-
fairs for the purpose of instill-
ing mistrust and hate among the
electorate is clear evidence that
the ambassador of Egypt is not
versed in the right of American
citizens to question and differ
with the views of their gov-
ernment.

The apparent unconcern by the
administration in the meddling of
a foreign ambassador in internal
aff is disturbing. Why was
there no comment made by the
proper administration official, to
the effect that internal affairs of
our country are no affair of the
ambassador of a foreign coun-
try?

-A. R. SURITZ

‘Hold It, George — We've Decided To Try For
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=t
© 0t T wa s HIdETON POST 28

FEDERAL CROP HOLDINGS

NOTE: INCLUDES 'RESERVES' AS WELL AS '5lllﬂ|li!£~

BILLIONS OF §
. )

YALUE (AT €OST)
| ON EACH SEPT. 30

. Ih

M5 1950 1954

Rigid Price Supports Face
Uphill Climb In Congress

By CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY

WASHINGTON

TTALK AND tinkering, but no

retooling. That's the outlook

for farm legislation in 1955, ac-

cording to agricultural authorities

checked by Congressional Quart-
erly.

Headlines again will spotlight
the argument over rigid vs. flexi-
ble price supports, but congres-
sional action probably will focus
on less dramatic farm issues.
Most new farm laws will be de-
signed to oil existing machinery.

Congress voted last summer for
flexible supports to replace rigid
supports for five basie crops in
1955. Expiring rigid supports are
al 90 per cent of parity. Parity is
a formula measuring the purchas-
ing power of farm prices. Flexi-
ble supports will range from
825 to 90 per cent of parity—go-
ing up when supplies are short,
down when surpluses mount.

NO REVERSAL

Losers of the 1954 contest pre-
dict no reversal in 1955, Even at
their most optimistic, they ex-
press only cautious hope for an
upset

No one doubts that rigid-sup-
ports legislation will be intro-
duced and hearings held. Sen. Al-
len J. Ellender Sr. (D-La.), who
will become chairman of the Ag-
riculture Committee, told €Q he
“will be on guard” to see that
Secretary of Agriculture Fira
Taft Benson meets his commit-
ment to keep 1955 supports for all
the basics except wheat well
above the 825 per cent minimum.

Since supoorts will stay near
9 anyway, Ellender said, he sces
1o point in pushing rigid supports
through Congress only to have a
“lot of effort end in failure"—a
presidential veto. But he's still
for 90 per cent supports and pre-
dicts their passage in 195, Un.
less Congress acts, the price-sup-
port floor will dip'to 75 per cent
of parity in 1956,

BIDING TIME

Several key advocates of rig
supports believe wise strategy dic-
tates postponement of an all-out
battle until 1956. Ry then, they
reason, farmers will feel the im-
pact of lower supports.

But a spokesman for Sen. Hu-
bert H. Humphrey (D-Minn.) con-
tended the Democrats “are moral-
ly obligated” to try to repeal
flexible svmports fn 1955. If they
don't, he said, they'll lose a “real
issue” in the 1956 election, Cut-
Boing Senate Agriculture Chair-

man George D, Aiken (R-Vt)
teld CQ the “extremists” were so
loud in their warnin against

flexible supports that they'll have

Substance Before Form

to try to “repeal or cripple” tha
law or stand exposed as 'falss
prophets.”

HITS BOTTOM

Aiken doesn't think rigid sup.
ports will have much more chance
in 1956 than in 1954 or 1955, Ha
believes the “price level has
about nit bottom.” The November
parity ratio stood at B7 per cent,
the lowest level since before World
War 11 The highest annual parity
level since the war was 115 per
cent in 147, According to the Ag.
riculture Department, parity
‘won't “change much” in 1955,

Sen. Spessard L. Holland (D.
Fla) told €Q the new program
will last beyond 1955 since a
“thorough tryout™ requires more
than one year,

SURPLUS FACTOR

Mounting surpluses started the
price-support row, and the suc-
cess of flexibility will be judged
largely by reports from the ware-
houses. Sept. 30, the government
held $39 billion worth of prices
supported commodities, an in-
crease of $1.5 billion over the
Sept. 30, 1953, inventory. Part of
the inventory is normal reserve,
rather than surplus. If surpluses
melt to more comfortable levels,
the flexibility program will get
much of the eredit.

Congress probably will debata
price supports for feed grains,
cattle, and the dairy industry, but
the odds here, too, oppose revis-

ion.
OTHER ISSUES

Some of the other farm issues
due for 84th Congress considera-
tion:

Modern parity — Up-date the
formula?
Diverted acres — Tnvoke penal.
Iiesq it wheat farmers plant bar-
oy?

Price spreads — Does the farm-
er get too little, the middleman
luo_‘ much of the consumer's dol-
ar?

Acreage — Boost cotton and
wheat allotments?

Twoprice — Sell extra wheat
abroad below the domestic price-
support leve]?

Self-help — Turn over dairy st
bilization to the dairy industr
Expand marketing agreement;

Surplus disposal — Fstablish a
domestic food-stamp plan? Allow
export concessions? Develop mare
ket research? .

Soil conservation — Switch to
state conirol? Boost payments?

Loswincome farmers — Expand
credit? Build rural factories to
aid small farmers who can't earn
a living on outmoded plots?

Cooperatives — Increased tax-

The Stevenson Look

By DORIS FLEESON

WASHINGTON

EMOCRATS decided in New
Orleans last week that they
were going Adlai Stevenson's way.

By an overwhelming vote, two
men unknown to the party two
years ago have insured the con-
tinuity of a national headquarters
regime which takes its flavor, ts
philosophy and its standards of
conduct from the 1952 presiden-
tial candidate.

That regime will control (he na-
tional convention machinery in
1956. While no doubt it will be-
have correctly, as a practical mat-
ter Stevenson is its candidate.
NEW LOOK

Here again, as in art, the sub-
stance preceded the form, The
country looks to Stevenson not
just as the titular but as the real
feader of the Democratic party
Its new look is a Stevenson look,

It is clear now that National
Chairman Mitchell was justifiably
confident of this when he calmly
picked as his successor the new.
ly elected Paul Butler of Indiana,

Mitchell, after two vears of tire-
less travel up and down and
across the country, had heard
what the grass roots were murs
muring.

Butler was not a prestige cane
didate; he lacked glamour and ha
had no aura of victory, for Re-
publicans rule his state, He was
handicapped by the arm's-length
dislike of Harry Truman, whose
friends Butler had deposed in the
Indiana organization.

But Butler had Mitchell and
Mitchell had Stevenson. Mitchell
put the Stevenson imprimatur on
Butler in a masterful sirategy
based on Mitchell's intimate
knowledge of Stevenson's charac-
ter. Mitchell felt Stevenson would
never openly interfere, which he
didn’t, In the resultant vacuum,
the Butler » Mitchell forces re-
morselessly exploited the Mite
chell-Stevenson intimacy.

In so proving that he under-
stands the uses of power, Mitchell
demonstrated that he will be
around quite awhile.

Roy Roberts Case Won't Be Junked

WASHINGTON
\ THEN the Kansas City Star and its pub-

lisher, Roy Roberts, were indicted
criminally during the closing days of the
Truman administration, almost everyona
in politics figured this was one indict

ment which wouldn't last long when the
Eisenhower administration took over.
For it was big, burly Roy Roberts who
was among the first to urge Ike for Pres-
ident, and who advised with him during
the preconvention Draft-Ike compaign.
Furthermore, Roberts, though under in-
dietment, has been a frequent caller at
the White House, has been frequently
invited to the intimate stag dinners the
President gives to a chosen few.
However, two years have now passed
and not only has the indictment against
the publisher of the Kansas City Star
not been dropped, but the Justice Depart
ment plans to begin prosecution early
nest year.
Thereby hangs a significant story.
The man now in charge of the Jus-
tice Department’s antitrust division, Stan-

ley Barnes, a California Republican of

the Chief Justice Earl Warren school
of politica ng, has turned out to
be one of the most forthright members
of the Eisenhower administration, He

has also turned out fo be just as tough
on big business and on monopoly as any
member of the Roosevelt-Truman admin:
istration, even perhaps including famed
trust-buster Thurman Arnold

It's significant that Judge Barnes, a
former California state judge, is not play-
ing any political favorites. A close study
of the case has convinced him that it
was by no means a political indictment
brought as a result of rivalry between
Harry Truman and Roy Roberts; but rath
er a bona fide case involving freedom
of the press and the right of people in

Kansas City to advertise where they
please, mot where Roy Roberls wanted
them to advertise.

So he's proceeding with the prosecu-
tion.

White House advisers aren’t publish-
ing it, but they have been busy on a new

[

security program which will head off
the Democratic probe of the so-called
“pumbers game.”

This is the game in which Vice Presi-
dent Nixon, Attorney General Brownell,
and other GOP campaign speakers have
claimed Republicans cleangd out Demo:
cratic security risks which” menaced the
government,

The Democrats deny this, And to prove
their case, Sen. Olin Johnson of South
Carolina, chairman-to-be of the Civil
Service Commitee, plans a sweeping probe
of Republican firings. He, believes he
can prove that one-half the security risks
were hired by Republicans.

To head off this probe, Eisenhower has
referred the whole problem to the Na
tional Security Council which has already
prepared top seciet report No. 5437/1
which will not be wade public for some
time. However, it can be revealed that
the report recommends giving a far bet-
ter break to security risks, plus a stand-
ard procedure for all government agen-
cles, instead of the hit-and-miss divergent

system of firing personnel.

_White House advisers are even con-
sidering a plan to help the accused pay
the cost of defending himself, or clse
making the cost of defense cheaper. In
the past, men like Val Lorwin, one of tha
State Department officials charged by
McCarthy with being a Communist, had
to raise money from friends to carry on
his fight. Though indicted, the Justice
Department finally went into court after
four long yea d asked that the in-
dictment be dismissed on the grounds
that it had no case.

Similarly, Abraham Chasanow, the Navy
clerk suspended for one year as a seeuri-
ty risk with no charge placed against
him, finally was given an official apology
by the assistant secrelary of the Navy
and restored to his job. Chasanow had
no funds, but his attorney, Joe Fanelli,
defended him as a public service.

White House advisers also propose sep-
arating bona fide security risks from
heavy drinkers, loose talkers, and misfits,
hitberto all linked with loyalty cases as
security risks.




