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N. C. Coroner Set-Up, Which Invites
Foul Play, Should Be Revamped

HE CASE of Grandma Doss, the poor

man's Lucretia Borgia who has con-
fessed poisoning four of her five hus-
bands, has prompted another look at the
North Carolina coroner system as well
as a North Carolina graveyard. One of
the men sne claims to have poisoned was
a Tar Heel. When he died the coroner,
who is a doctor, noted symptoms of
arsenic poisoning. Not long thereafter
the dead man's relatives said they sus-
pected foul play. But the coroner did
not perform an autopsy.

Here, it would seem, was an example
of ‘a professional man being remiss in
his duty. But in the majority of coun-
ties the coroner wouldn't even be able to
Getect of arsenic poisoning or

that non-medical coroners failed to de-

termine cause of death about 10 per
cent of the time, medical coroners
about 7.7 per cent of the time, but that
private physicians who investigated

deaths found only one per cent due to
unknown causes.

But the big trouble with the coroner
situation in this state is the system itself.
Like the antiguated justice of the peaca
set-up, the coroner system is a make-
shift maze of vague and inadequate laws
and unprofessional standards.

ITEM: A coroner or a coroner's jury
must fix suspicion before calling for an
autopsy.

ITEM: The coroner can get anyone
he chooses—and not necessarily a path-

other irregular deaths. This is because
most coroners have no medical training.
A year ago—and it is not likely that
the figures have changed much—only
19 of the 100 county coroners were
doctors.” Many of the other 81 cannot
detect cause of death even, as some
have proved, when it is obvious. There
was the case, not long ago, of a Golds
horo boy who told Wilmington police
he shot a woman. A coroner had viewed
the body and ruled she died of a heart
attack. Her body was exhumed and
there was a bullet hole in her back.
There are other instances, not so shock-
ing as the one cited, when deaths
arouse questions that should be but are
not answered because, as the common
phrase goes, “no inquest will be held.”
e

ET US SAY here that Mecklenburg

is an exception to the rule that
North Carolina counties have unqualified
coroners. County Coromer Dr. W. M.
Summerville is a pathologist. He is prob-
ably the man Dr. Wiley D. Forbus,
Duke pathologist and critic of the pres-
ent coroner system, had in mind when
he said only one North Carolina coroner
is capable of conducting an adequate
medico-legal autopsy. The benefit of
having a competent coroner is readily
seen by noting the number of “cause
unknown” deaths in Mecklenburg with
the number in counties with an unqual-
ified coroner. During a recent period
of about one year Mecklenburg had
1725 deaths, and cause of death was
determined in each case. Guilford and
Wake, also with more than 1,000 deaths
during this period, had none of unde-
termined cause. On the other hand, here
are the figures for some other counties:

County Deaths  Cause
‘nknown
Cumberland 43
Robeson 0 1
New Hanover 21 26
Columbus - 208 20

Obviously, the situation prevailing in
those counties invites foul play. And it
is also true that professionally compe-
tent coroners can be slack. Burke Davis
toted up some figures for the Greexs.
Boro Daiy News last year and found

gist—to perform the autopsy.

ITEM: Recently a North Carolina
Institute of Government man inter-
viewed a number of coroners. The first
five he talked with didn't know anything
about North Carolina laws concerning
them.

ITEM: There is no law requiring that
coroners be summoned in case of death.

ITEM: Pay for the job is frequently
poor. In one county it is $20 a year.

ITEM: There is no law requiring the
training of coroners to some degree of
professional competence.

. e oe

'WHAT is the best way to improve
upon this system?

The Institute of Government tried edu-
cation—holding a course for ceroners,
in 1952, But only 9 of the 100 showed.

Interested citizens tried legislation, in
1953. But the General Assembly wouldn't
buy it.

Dr. Forbus, who led the 1953 fight, has
called a meeting for Friday, at which
the possibility of renewing the legislative
fight next month will be discussed.

Certainly the coroner system should
be revamped by the next General Assem-
bly. One obvious improvement, at first
glance, would be to set standards of
professional competence for the job. (In
the last election for coroner here in
Mecklenburg a cab driver, truck farmer
and restaurateur—and the successful
pathologist—ran for the office.) But it
is impossible to do this without amend-
ing the constitution, a long-drawn-out
process, because the coroner is a con-
stitutional officer. Because of this con-
stitutional difficulty it has been sug.
gested that each county should have
a medical examiner who will make the
medical investigations, leaving the rou-
tine work to the coromer. The state
would be divided into districts and a
pathologist (there are only a couple
dozen or so of these specialists in the
state) would be available in each dis-
trict in case the medical examiner en-
countered evidence requiring the spe-
cialist's attention.

This kind of set-up is working suc-
cessfully in several states, including
Virginia and Maryland. It appears to be
the solution in Nerth Carolina.

Prospects For Redevelopment Brighten

HAT PROMISED to be one of Char-
1 Iotte's greatest improvement pro-
grams received a serious setback last
year when the General Assembly refused
to liberalize the urban redevelopment
law. Redevelopment commissions in North
Carolina communities were not author-
ized to exercise eminent domain on prop-
erty two-thirds of which was blighted.
Lacking this authority local commission-
ers regretfully resigned. Thus plans for
redeveloping the Palmer St. area into
a modern commercial neighborhood, and
eventually redeveloping other sections
of the city, were put in cold storage.
The deep-freeze door has been opened
by the reme Court, which unani-
mously daclared recently that organiza-
ns such as urban redevelopment com-
missions can condemn property. This
week Planning Commissioner W. W,
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From The Richmond News Leader

OLD FACES

] AM SAD to report that, as the years
pass, my miserable memory shows no
s of improvement. I don't mean my
general memory, which is at least ade-
quate, but my recollection of people’s

It's slight comfort that many people
have the same problem. Mark Twain
thought he had it licked: when he ran
across somebody he felt he should know,
he would ask brightly, “And how's the
old complaint?”

At any rate, 1 have never had quite
the embarrassing experience suffered by
Mrs. Richard Harding Davis, wife of the
foreign correspondent, whose memory
for names and faces must have been in-
finitely microscopic.

She was riding in 2 Long Island train
one day when an impressive-looking
woman took a seat across the aisle from
her, and nodded to her.

She remembered that somewhere she
had met the lady, but couldn't at all
recall the situation or the mame. Just
then, the lady said, “Won't you come
and sit with me, Mrs. Davis?”

Mrs. Davis changed her seat, and then,

)

Hanks said he will urge other planning
board members and the legislative dele-
gation to try to revive the redevelop-
ment program.

And thus once more there is the pros
pect that the dreams of the late Jim
Marshall will come true, and that Char-
lotte will grow in a speedy and orderly
manner. Charlotte is literally bursting at

its seams. Schools, streets, office and
warehouse space, water and sewer lines,
recre: :Jl5 ¢ ies are needed. But un-

til surgery is performed on the blighted
areas of our city these areas will con-
tinue to hamstring the logical and orderly
growth of the city, imposing a terrific
burden on police, fire, health, welfare
and education departments, to say noth-
ing of 058 in human values. The
urban redevelopment program offers the
tools for the necessary surgery.

the

BEFUDDLE

while making small talk, began a mental

struggle to place her. Finally a clue pre-
sented itself: the lady mentioned a
brother. “Oh. yes. your brother.” Mrs.
Davis grasped at the straw. “What Is he

doing now?"
“Oh, he's still President of the United
States,” said Mrs. Douglas Robinson, sis

ter of Theodore Roosevelt.

Two recent questions in our bottomless
question pit, from which an answer has
never been known to rise: How much
more complete is “most complete” than
plete? And how much more does it
t to own r “own"” home than to
home?—Cricaco TRIBUNE.

own your

will be time to put aleohol in
s, which is the only part of
h it should be placed. —
5.C.) PIEDMONT.

ar in wh
VILLE (

Progress report — The Treasury estl.
nated a five billion dollar deficit for fise
cal 1 and made it in the first quarter,
—MEMPHIS PRESS-SCIMITAR,
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“I don't like Liberace , . . as a matter of fact, I can’t stand Liberace.”

The Administration Crisis

‘Strangle Baby’ Or Live With It?

WASHINGTON
A PROFOUND cleavage with-
in the FEisenhower adminis-
tration on basic issues of nation.
al policy — above all policy to-
wards Asia — now unquestion-
ably exists
On the one hand there is the
powerful group which views Com-
munist China much as Winston
Churchill viewed Communist Rus-
sia in the period after the revolu-
tion, when he wan to “stran-
gle the baby in its cradle.” This
group believes that the conse-
quences will be fatal if the Chi-
nese Communist regime is al-
lowed to consolidate its power.
Most of this group also believes
that limited action by the United
States can prevent the consolida-
tion of Chinese Communist pow-
r

This school of thought boasts &
three-to-one majority on the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, at least one in-
fluential ally in the State Depart-
ment, and strong support from
the most powerful Republicans in
the Senate. But Gen. Matthew
Ridgway, Army chief of staff and
the lone dissenter among the joint
chiefs, also has powerful allies —
apparently including the Presi-
dent of the United States.

President Eisenhower has twice
supported Gen. Ridgway. The
first time was when the majority
of the chiefs wanted to commit
American air-sea power to Indo-
china. The second time was when
the majority wanted to commit
American air power to the Chi-
nese mainland, if necessary to
hold the Nationalist offshore is-
lands.

Ridgway opposed both propo-
sals on much the same grounds.
These grounds are reportedly
about as follows: He does not
believe that limited American ac-
tion will fatally weaken the Chi-
nese Communist regime. All mili-
tary history, he believes, flies in
the face of the theory of “the
immaculate war,” a war won by
sea and air power alone

Nor will the limited anti-Com-
munist Asiatic ground forces suf-
fice to challenge Communist Chi-
na's unlimited manpower, If the
challenge is to be made, Ameri-
can ground troops must be ready
to back it up. If the challenge is
to be made, in short, this country
had better prepare o fight a se-
Tious war.

Given American commitments
iIn Asia and above all to NATO,
the troops to fight this kind of
war simply do not exist. Infantry
divisions cannot be whistled up

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

By STEWART ALSOP

overnight. Thus, if the challenge
is to be made, the first step must
be the money and time to train
at least six additional divisions.

Ridgway's is the basic posi-
tion, but there are many varia-
tions on the same theme. Secre-
tary of State John Foster Dulles,
for example, is very well aware of
the volcanic reaction probable
among this country’s European al-
1 f the United States blockaded
China, for example, or intervened
{o hold the Nationalist off-shore is-
‘lands. But he is equally aware of
the volcanic reaction on Capitol
Hill if, for example, his able as-
sistant secretary of state, Walter
Robertson, resigned

test against the administration’s
Asia policies

Dulles himself, moreover, has
had in the past strong sympathy
with the views of the Radford-
Robertson-Knowland group. The

People’s
Segregation Decision

Improved Democracy
Charlotte

FEditors, The News:
I VIGOROUSLY opposed capi-
tal punishment in the Rosen-
berg case solely because I had
ethical seruples against infliction
of the death penalty, Later, how-
. when an awful offense was
committed in Kansas City, T be-
lieved that the guilty couple for-
feited every right to human com-
panionship, even in prison for life.

Apparently 1 yielded somewhat
to the immense horror that natu-
rally ensues from such a mon-
strous act. Confinement of the
felons at hard labor for life would
bave been a much more severe
penalty than the mercy of quick,
painless extinction. I an. satisfied
that the death penalty is never
Jjustified.

1 would like to clarify pos-
sible misunderstanding. Democra-
cy even With its weakness is far
superior to communism. T believe
that democracy, though imper-
fect, is better than communism
al its best, There is danger, how-
ever, in opposing evil with unjust
‘methods.

Those who oppose evil with hat-
red and injustice become evil.
Hatred causes us to be callous,
brutal, irresponsible and false to
our best ideals. Secking in this

Dulles position, therefore, is seem-
ingly betwixt-andbetween, despite
his strong sounding statemenls in
his broadcast Monday night.

In point of facl, the secretary
of the Treasury is probably a
more infliential figure in this
conflict than the secretary of
State. Secretary of the Treasury
George Humphrey does not have
to be a military expert to know
that, one way or another, Ameri-
can military intervention in Asia
is going to cost money—in the
long run, probably a great deal of
money,

Humphrey quite sincerely be-
heves that *‘loose spending” at
home represents as great a threat
to the United Stales as Commu-
nist aggression sbroad. He has
therefore opposed taking any “un-
recessary” military risks, Secre-
tary of Defense Charles Wilson,
his alter ego in the Pentagon,
goes along with him.

Platform

way to overcome evil in others,
we destroy the good in ourselves.
Democracy can be improved by
militant and honorable use of con-
stitutional means, An example is
the Supreme Court decision of last
May 17 with respect to public
schools, Good citizens can be
guided hereafier by conscience in
the use of dernocratic principles to
create a better world. I, for one,
condemn any attempt of commu-
nism, fascism or any other type
of political degeneracy to subvert
our democratic way of life,
=0RA WILBERT EADS

Funeral Homes Aided

Sanatorium Patients

Charlotte

Editors, The News:

WOULD like fo take this op-

portunily to thank the funeral
homes of Mecklenburg County
participating in the Carrousel Pa-
rade who so generausly gave of
their time and facilities to trans-
port patients from the TB Sana-
torium at Huntersville in order
that they could see the Carrousel
Parade. We of this community owe
a great deal of thanks to these
companies and their personnel
=JOHNNY AND JEAN SURRATT
hairmen, TB Sanalorfum Project
Charlotte Junior Chamber of Com-
merce

Eisenhower Can’t Call The
Tune From The Golf Course

By DORIS FLEESON

- WASHINGTON
RESIDENT EISENHOWER ¢an
achieve some kind of com-
petitive co-existence with com-
munism if he wants it enough. He
cannot achieve it on the golf
course with suchintellectually re.
laxing companions as Tom Bel-
shie and George Allen.

The President’s aim is clear,
He intends to aveid a military
solution of the problem of living
in the world with communism.
He believes the free world will
i the end win by wise actions
and the erosion of time.

All this is commendable and
even moble, but it is still not a
policy, only an aim. As a policy
it remains to be created. Once
created, it needs to be accepted
by the American people so that
Congress in turn will do those
things which will make it possi-
ble to go forward with its exect-
tion.

The President cannot set the
tone of the world — and in es-
sence, this ig exactly what he is
trying to do — by press confer-
ence statements, no matter how
eloquent, nor by a few formal
speeches no matter how well
turned.

CAN'T DELEGATE JOB

Nor can he delegate the plain
hard work and political maneu-
vering which will be necessary
in the coming fight with those
who want a harder and more ris-
ky policy toward communism
‘This opposition is a'ready n-
izing, its propaganda is every-
where and, in the sincere and
dedicated Sen. Knowland of Cali-
fornia, they have a spokesman
who has none of the old isola:
tionist liabilities.

The authority of the presidency
is great and as a propaganda
cutlet it has no equal. But a Sen-
ste of the United States with a
handful .of determined men at the
kelm once brought Woodrow Wil

son to his knees, and in a peaca
cause too. No senalor ever for

gets it,

Nor will the new Senate be
under the spell of the President,
Due in large part to the campaiga
waged against them last fall by
Vice President Nixon, plus the
President’s sceming unawareness
of it, Demacrats feel they cannot
afford to sign any .blank checks
for Eisenhower. And while they
are as patriotic as most men,
they will also be working toward
captiire of the Presidency in 1956,

It is permissible to wonder it
President  Eisenhower realizes
how very much more difficult it
is to create sensitive new pelicies
than te execute those which have
already been hammered out on
the anvil of public opinion.

He made his reputation by su-
perbly executing assignments
based on policies which Roose-
velt and Truman fought for,
against often excruciating oppo-
sition. X

1t is also difficult to see where,
among his present staff, he will
get creative stimulus. The men
around Eisenhower are more con-
servative in their behavior and
less colorful than the men around
Truman, but intellectually they
represent no advance. Some vet-
erans of the Senate say frankly
that Eisenhower has on the whole
the poorest staff of any President
they have known.

During 1953 the President was
in Washington 251 days, away 114,
The 1954 score will include the
nine-week summer vacation in
Colorado and can be expected to
be about the same. Nor did he see
any reason to change his vacation
ways in the election which turned
over. the House and Senate to Dem-
ocratic control. He has been duck
lunting, he spent Thanksgiving at
Augusta and he plans an early
winter vacation in Palm Springs,
Calif.

The Good Old Books Beat
Comics And TV Programs

By ROBERT C. RUARK

NEW YORK

HAVE not been eager to as-

sail either television or the
gruesome comic books as a per-
verter of our youth, which seems
to pervert easily enough with lite
tle assistance these sad S,
There were bad boys and girls
before TV and the comic beok,
just as there were bad boys and
girls before the movies and radio.

Insofar as horrifying reading is
concerned, few “comies” can
compare with the classic fairy
tales of the Messrs. Andersen and
Grimm, for head-cuttings, canni-
balism, torture and sadism. Jack
the Giant Killer would certainly
never be permitted on TV if it
were to be faithfully portrayed.
What I blame TV and the com:
ic books for, mostly, is the im-
poverishment of the youthful im-
agination, and the atrophy of cer-
tain brain cells. You do not have
to think, or even comprehend, to
walch TV. An idiot can spend as
profitable an afternoon before a
TV set as a man with an 1Q of
150 — more profitable, as a mat-
ter of fact, since a gt f
TV entertainment s .
ly tailored for the idiot's delight.
BOOKS NEGLECTED

As far as I can make out the
average muodern youngster has
not se the treasures that can
be found between the covers of a
good book, largely due to lack of
hours in the day to investigate
the fascination of words. It is too
much to expect of the child to
ruin his eyesight poring wver
some fusty old effort like “Treas-
ure Island” or “Robin Hood' or
“Tom Sawyer" when the eyes are
already weak and owlblinking
from six or seven hours of TV,
IU's all he can do to scan the
pages of “Obscene Horror” or
“Love in a Graveyard,”

1 make a bad witness here, for
I was early led to the library,
and found such an endless fasci-
nation there that I have never
been able to read enough since,
1 will read anything, including the
fine print on packets of soap.
flakes. And my own stuff,

But it seems to me that any
child who does not know Long
John Silver or Injun Joe has
missed out on a couple of fine

da

a

villains, and if it is horror

seeks, a morbid type named E
gar Allan Poe was a fair hand at
dishing it up, For young adven-
ture, Tom and Huck's trip down
the river still satisfies my crav.
ings. For more adult adventure,
1 have been fascinated for the
past two years by heavy research
reading having to do with the set-
tement of East Africa,

‘The historical documents of
Speke and Bell, Selous and Thoms
son, Elspeth Huxley and L.SB.
Leakey, Livingstone and Stanley
have kept me in a state of be-
musement, for there is more
blood, more thunder, more slave
raids, more gun-rumning, more
wild  animals, more privation,
more excitement in those vol-
umes than in a year's program of
bad TV.

KIPLING STILL FRESH
Just recently Dan Mannix and
A. Hunter have done a book
called "Tales of the Afriean Fron-
tier,” all factual, of adventure in
our time, and it makes Captain
Video look like a chorus boy. [
also have been re-reading Kipling,
lately, and find him as fresh as
30 years ago, when I first met his
Indian stories,

Nobody ever tied more fascina.
tion to animals and boys than did
Ernest Thompson-Seton, the great
naturalist who wrote fluently and
well. The saga of the fur trappers
and buffalo hunters and rivers
boat men, as handled by a dozen
Anierican authors has more raw,
rough stuff than any contrived ad.
venture into space. And Hemings
way's “Big Two-Hearted River”
is the best fishing story ever writ-
ten by man.

From re-reading a book called
“Mister Jellyroll’ by Alan Lo
Jmax, 1 know more today about
the fascinating history of the evo-
ution of jazz, from New Orleans
bordellos until today, than any
zoot-suiter who talks jive and who
would consider me a square

These things are not to be
found in quantity on TV, or in
those blurry, awful, cheap com-
ies. 1 pity the child whose idea of
a big day is to twiddle a knob
and steep himself in shadowy
make believe when there is so
much richer adventure to be
found in the pages of a book.

U.S. Banks May Lose Big Account

their own bank as collateral against de-

Humphrey, for coming to Rio with “an

ard MeGrath of Rhode Island, Bill Boyle

1. §. bankers have a lot more at stake

/" in the Rio de Janeiro Economic Con-
ference than most of them realize, So
does the American public,

This was one reason why Congressman
Jim Fulton of Pittsburgh tangled with
his fellow Republican, Secretary of the
Treasury Humphrey, for coming to the
Rio conference with “an empty brief

c
Congressman Fulton not only knew
Latin American temperament regarding
the Eisenhower administration’s loan pol-
jey, but he also knew that both the Pres-
ident’s brother Milton and U. S. Ambas-
sador Merwin Bohan had stepped off
the U. S. delegation because they op.
posed Humphrey's tightfisted point of
view.
What U. S. bankers face in Rio is a
plan for a purely inter-Latin American
bank put forward by Arturo M
president of the Central Bank of Chile
This bank would be composed only of
Latin American nations. The United
States would be barred. However—and
here is where U. S. bankers would get
caught in the middle—the capita] for
this bank would be drawn from Latin
American deposits now in U. S. banks
As of today, Latin Americans have a
total of $1500,000,000 on - deposit in
North American banks. And under the
Maschke plan, they would withdraw this
money from U. S. banks and put it in

velopment loans to underdeveloped Latin
American countries.

Any withdrawal of nearly two billions
from American banks, especially if done
suddenly aiter the Rio Conference, might
have a discombobulating effect upon the
American banking system.

Europe Invades Latin America

Meanwhile, what the American public
doesn’t realize is that German business-
men are descending on Latin America
in increasing numbers, offering long-term
eredit and cheap prices. Thus, while the
US.A. spends money building up Ger-
many, Germany is indirectly using that
money to unbuild American trade in
Latin America,

Latin America buys more from
. than all of Europe and Asia
combined. Ranking next to Canada—
our best customer—come Brazil, Cuba,
Mexico, Venezuela, all buying more than
England, France, German:

And while Latin delegates at Rio learn
that the USA. is considering a two- to
three-billion development fund for Asia.
Secretary of the Treasury Humph-
rey discusses a prospective bank which
would take a year to organize and which
would loan Latin America $100,000000
sometime in the future.

That's why Congressman Fulton eriti-
cized his fellow Republican, Secrelary

empty brief case.’

Democratic Go-Round

Harry Truman is sending his friend,
Bill Boyle, to New Orleans to turn thumbs
down on Paul Butler of Indiana as new
Democratic ehairman, Frank MeKinney,
also of Indiana, is down on Butler, which
is one reason why Truman, always loyal
to his friends, is opposing him, Harry
still carries a hefty veto in the party.

Steve Mitchell says he's staying neu-
tral in the chairmanship, but approached
Al Wheeler, District of Columbia cea-
tral committee chairman, to vote for
Butler.

Estes Kefauver's friends at New Or
leans will vote for Mike Di Salle, for.
mer price administrator, or Jiggs Dono-
hue, former D. C. commissioner.

Many southerners favor Congressman
Hale Boggs of Louisiana, a good man.
However, there's a general thumbs down
against any part-time chairman. Boggs
is a Catholic and there's also a strong
sentiment for continuing the tradition
of a Catholic as Democratic chairman.
Only exception to this might be Oscar
Chapman, the muchloved former secre-
tary of the interior, who, unfortunately,
is in poor health

Ever since Jim Farley in 1032 there's
been an unbroken chain of Irishmen as
Democratic chairmen—Ed Flynn of the
Bronx, Bob Hannegan of St. Louis, How-

of Kansas City, Frank McKinney of In.
dianapolis, Steve Mitchell of Chicago,
The idea is that the Irish are the world's
best politicians and many of the above
vere.

If Mike Di Salle, a Catholic of Italian
descng(, should be tapped, he would be
the first Italian-American to hold the
rhmmanjhnp and many favor recognizing
the growing influence of Italian-Ameri.
cans in U, S. politics. DI Salle was mayor
of Toledo and ran against Sen. Bricker
of Ohio in 19852,

If there's a deadlock at New Orleans,
watch Jiggs Donohue, considered the
best commissioner the District of Colum-
bia ever had.

Republicans are almost holding their
breath to see whether Democrats at New
Orleans walk into a trap,

What they’re hoping is that the Dem-
ocrats will ‘elect as their new national
chairman James Finnegan, chairman of
the Philadelphia City Council,

The Republicans haven't
against Mr. Finnegan personally, polit-
ically, or any other way. But they do
have some interesting’ data on amother
James Finnegan. And they kmow that
the American public, which reads in a
hurry, is sure to get thers mixed up.

The ofher Finnegan is the former col
lector of internal revenue in St. Louis,
who went to jail for taking pay from
people in tax trouble,

anything |




