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A Denial Of Equal Representation

10th District

HE cartoon above portrays, better
| than words can, the unequal repre-
sentation Mecklenburg County has in the
North Carolina General Assembly. In that
body seats in the Senate, rather than the
House (as in Congress ), are supposed to

~ be distributed according to population.
But they are not because the legislature
is dominated by rural representatives,
some of whom would lose seats if the
state were redistricted, The legislature
has failed to redistrict twice, despite the
mandate of the state constitution that it
do so after each national census.

There are 33 senatorial districts in the
state. Mecklenburg, (which constitutes
the Twentieth District) was the most
populous of them, according to the 1950
census. But, although it had only one
senator, 17 districts with less population
had two senators. Fifteen other districts
also had only one senator. Among them
were the Seventeenth District (Guilford )
with the third largest population of any
district and the 22nd District, (Forsyth)
‘which ranked seventh in population

One of the constitutional amendments
which you will vote on Tuesday — it will
be No. 3 on your ballot — would write
this inequity into the constitution. It

[9th District

would do this by providing that where one
county constitutes a senatorial district,
such county shall be limited to one sen-
ator in the General Assembly. Thus big
counties like Mecklenb Guilford and
Forsyth, all of them growing rapidly,
would be deprived of their fighting
chance to get the legislature to do what
the constitution specifically says they
should do, and grant equitable repres
sentation.

Governor William B. Umstead has
denounced the proposed amendment. So
have many organizations in the state
including, locally, the county bar associa-
tion, American Association of University
Women, Chamber of Commerce, Junior
Chamber of Commerce and Home Build-
ers Association.

Clearly, Amendment No. 3 constitutes
a vicious attempt to deny equal repre-
senfation and lo perpetuate minority
rule in North Carolina. The General
Assembly must be persuaded to correct
the present injustice in January.
But first, this amendment which would
destroy the purpose of redistricting must
be defeated. Vole AGAINST amendment
No. 3

Don't Say We Didn't Warn You . ..

T'S too late. Nothing can save you now.

You might as well surrender to the
first goblin who taps on your window-
pane. Tomorrow is Halloween and every
spook and specter imaginable will be
roaming the countryside. Not all will be
genuine bottled - in-bond phantoms, of
course. Behind many of those grinning
jack-‘o"lanterns will be small boys and
politicians

The point is: Just let yourself be
haunted and hope that the spell will

wear off when the sun comes up on
Monday.
Down through the centuries, Halloween

has chilled the gizards of superstitious

bumpkins from the Scottish highlands
to the Mississippi delta as a night of
infernal orgy

Actually, it's the eve of All Saints*

Day, a
commemorative
and martyrs.

But Druid paganism and medieval
superstitions have infiltrated to make
Halloween a witches' revel of black cats
and evil spirits

According 10 the
souls in Purgatory
hours on Halloween.

Ancient Welshmen believed that a
Halloween wind blowing over the feet
of corpses bears sighs to the house of
t ut to die within the year.

festival
saints

church
Christian

1,200-year-old
of all

Gaelic 'nd
are released for

all
8

Inl

I rstition, if you hear foot-
steps bel you on Halloween, don't
turn aroi It is the dead who are
following and if you meet their nce
you will peri

Oldsters from Wales say that if you go
1o a crossroa Halloween and listen
to the i you will learn the most im-
portant that will befall you during
the nex nths

Scotch highlanders would have you
take a threelegged stool and sit a
crossroads while 1 Is are
striking 12 time You will

then hear proclaimed aloud the names
of church parishioners to die within the
year.

But there is a way to save your friends
—or 50 the legend goes. Take with you
articles of clothing and throw them away
one by one as each name is called out

From The Asheville Citizen

City dwellers have no monopoly on
Halloween myths. Farmers can insure the
fertility of their crops during the coming
year by making circuits of their fields
with lighted torches on Halloween.

Bonfires can be built to keep away
ghosts and goblins but you must stay
up all night and hover close, If you go
to bed a spook is sure to be waiting there,

A simpler way i« to eat cabbage broth,
It works on everything but spells of the
most persistent witches.

If cabbage broth leaves you cold, try
cating an apple. The Irish put much
stock in this one but there is no record of
it ever working in England.

To be lucky the year round, keep a
rabbit's foot., Just any old rabbit's foot
won't do though. It must come from a
white rabbit shot in a graveyard at mid-
night on Halloween. Beware of sub-
stitutes.

In Brittany, pebbles with chalk marks
on them are dropped in the smoldering
ashes of the Halloween bonfire and left
overnight. The next day, townspeople
look and see if the pebbles have beea
moved or changed in any way. If so, the
one that marked the pebble is doomed to
die before the ye

There is only joker in these
Halloween gimmicks, According to tra-
dition, all have to be accompanied by an
appeal to the Evil One in words too
diabolical to repeat.

So, just as we say

ends,
one

Let it happen.

It's No Use

AMES A. FARLEY

shrewdest political
time. He's still sharp.
to his long-held view
tactics

He believes nothing that happens in
last week or 10 days of a cam)
short of a flagrant and revulsive
by one of the candidates, alters th
outcome of the election.

We pass on the master politico's opin.
fon to 10th congressional district poli-
ticians who, rumor has it, are thinking

was one of the
leaders of all
And he still holds
about campaign

n
e

PRECIOUS

N SUDBURY, England, reports

60 married couples refused to leave
mother-in-law for homes of their N
a new housing project. “In a va
ity of cases, Brit
agency, “the couples have decided house
keeping and cooking are much easier
with moiger-in-law.”

the

about shoveling out some dirt in the
closing hours of the campaign.

Pip, pip, Reuters, and all that. You
have missed the jolly old point

Know why the young couples are hang-
law’s apron strings?
he's the most valuable, the hardest-to-
get commodity ir
She's babggsit

ng onto mother-i

whole universe.
ter material, that's wot!

the

People’s Platform

A Chance To Be
Proud Of A Vote

Charlotte
Editors, The News:
T"E biggest complaint 1 hear
from people about our poli
ties is: “Why don't I get more
chances to vote for someone
Pm proud fo vote for™ I say
to those many people there is
a man of that caliber offering
himself on Nov. 2 for the Con
gress: Charles Raper Jonas
I am deeply grateful for the
opportunity to cast my vote for
Mr. Jonas, He has all the re.
quirements good Americans seek
in a candidate.
—F. JACK HEATH
Born and raiseq in Charlotte,
and a reglstered Democrat.

Handicapped People
Finding New Hope
Charlotte

Editors, The News:
Tu 2 Mecklenburg Employ the

Physically Handicapped Com-
mittee would like to extend its
deepest appreciation for the
wholehearted support we re-
ceived from The Charlotte News,
especially Lu Agniel, city editor.
I know the handicapped peo-
ple of our communily feel the
same way. This year we received
more publicity than any year in
the past which indicates your
paper's feeling toward the com-
munity. Through this publicity
many people who were not seli-
supporting have become tax pay-
ers once again

Thanks again for your kindest
cooperation.

MARVIN BURTON

Chairman, MEPH Commitice

One Sure Sign Of
Democratic Victory

Albemarle
Editors, The News:
] DONT KNOW of a beiter
sign that

the country is go-
ing Democratic than for all of
the business-controlled news-
papers to come out Republican.
We farmers are tired of stall-
fed newspaper editors and pot-
bellied radio announcers telling
us how to vote,

Our cattle prices are off 75
per cent, our hog prices off 30
per cent, eggs off 40 per cent,
no-sale for old hens and it looks
like the unemployed city folks

are going to get all the persim-
mons before it frosts on them,
and yet Tke and Benson tell us
this is best for us.

Am wondering what Charlie
(Doggie) Wilson will have to
say Wednesday.

—L. D. FORSHURE

Information Please
On Judge Sedberry

Charlotte
Editors, The News
I:s IT NOT customary for can-

didates to give the public a
hit of their personal background
and history?

For instance, we would like
10 know where Judge Sedberry
s from, his educational back-
ground and what his military
service record is, if any. Is he
married? Does he have children
and if so, how many? Where is
his home? What are his church
affiliations? And is he a mem-
ber of any fraternal or civic
organizations?

As volers, we nave a right to
know these facts. Speakers and
politicians say he is well qual-
ified, but this information has
always been given heretofore on
candidates seeking office with-
out the voter having to ask for
it, Why, 1 wonder, has it been
neglected in this case?
~NAME WITHHELD BY RE-

QUEST.

Who Is Behind All

Those Hurricanes?
Charlotte

Editors, The News:

DON'T recall when we have

had so many hurricanes as we
have had this year. Do you think
they are caused by the windfall
profits which apartment and
home builders got under the
Democrats?

~—PAUL CARROLL

‘A Lot Of People
Are Wondering—'

Charlotte

Fditors, The News:
R seeing and hearing
Police Court Judge Sed-

berry on TV a lot of people are
wondering how a person goes
about making up their mind to
vote to send a man like this to
Washington to represent this
distriet in Congress,

—MRS. J. W. LASSITER

President App arently Is

Uninterested |

n Campaign

By DORIS FLEESON

WASHINGTON
RESIDENT enhower has a
curious quality of innocence
when it comes to politics and he
cusplayed it repeatedly in his
tion eve conference with the Wash-
ington press whom he has not seen
in 10 waeks
Naturally the questioning cen-
tered on situations which have
developed during the campaign,
It w c hat the Presi
dent who has been manfully han-
dling the election chores pres
on him at the last minute b
alarmed party would seek to
the conference as a fresh sound-
ing board
On the contrary he made no
useful headlines of his own and
showed that he had very littla
real curiosity about the kind othe
ers ha en mal
PEOPLE SATISFIED?
His remark that voler apathy
stems not from “disenchantment”
with his program but from too
great satisfaction with it so that
people won't take the trouble to
£0 Lo the polls comes close to be-
ing a real howler. The election is
pivoting on unemployment and
the dip in farm prices. They may
‘be much less serious than Demo-
crats claim but ro politicians dis-
putes they have given rise lo an
uneasiness which is the basis of
the Demvcratic trend.
The President's tone was acid
and he noticeably bristled — per.
haj ot the impres.
ion was & need:
It was put by
in a

&2

se

ps because he

e qic
It wasn't
a reporter known to him
friendly way with a smile.
could have been turned off ad
vantageously

The President had said earlier
and with every appearance of
earnestness that all the last-min-
ute campaigning he had time for
might be an airplane trip Friday
to speak at airports in four cities.

Drew Pearson's
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

MHIS is not supposed to be publi
until after the election, and dout

will be howls of angu
However.
ined a
millionaires-

th
comes
just ©
Texas

most of

the Citi:
ing days of the campaign.

Altogether, the 21

$56.500 to be pumped into ke

this column has
confidential list of 21
them
men—who have contributed heavily to
ns For Eisenhower during clos-

Texans dug

When reporters hear a sugges-
tion that even a President can
rally the country in one day at
four airports, they are not cyni-
cal. They are awed.

The crowd hero Franklin D.
Roosevell spent six hours touring
ew York City in a pouring rain
weckend before the 194 elec-
i In 1940 he took a train and
toiled through crowds in industrial
centers, making major speeches,
throughout the closin,
ry Truman whistle-stopped al
to the last hour in 1948.

A question inevitably was put
to the President about the delib-
erate revival of the Red issue in
the past three weeks by the vice
president and others. He answered
casually that he didn't know about
anythi wat he hadn’t
rioticed any around
here. Everybody what he
stood for, he sai
NO ADMI

The President als
out from under the “back lke™
fidates of his party, of whom
there are a great many. He did
not consider, he said, that the
elections should be regarded as a
test of the people's confidence in
him and in his administration.
Here he lifted the lid on some
complaints being made to him.
They are that many hower
Republicans not seem inter-

ted in the congressional candi-
dates picked out by the regular
Republicans.

This is a fact of his political
life. He has not taken the lead
to change it nor did he try to in
fluence the organization to get
better candidates.

At one point in discussing vot
er apathy, the President rather
plaintively’ said that perhaps he
was losing his perspective and
didn't get down to people enough.
With great respect, he sa
mouthful there.

What Is A Democrat?

(Edirs’ Note: Historian and
news analyst, Mr. Johnson Is a
former Tar Heel newsman.)

AN\'O\E CAN be a registered

Democrat merely by signing
the book, but to be a real, not
merely a registered one, is an-
other matter. In part it is a ques-
tion of temperament, in part of edu-
cation, in part of circumstances,
and in part, no doubt, just the
grace of

1t is not granted to everyone to
be a real Democrat; there are
persons — some of them quite
worthy persons, too — who can
never be Democrats and ought
not to try. Unfortunately, there
are areas, especially in the South,
in which social or economic con-
siderations force such people to
vote the Democratic ticket. They
are unhappy because they don't
believe in their own party;
and they do no good to the party,
inevitably casting an aura of
fraud about it to the embarrass-
ment of real Democrats.

Sometimes Americans, especial-
Iy young ones, surveying the con-
fusion of national politics, reach
the cynical conclusion that we
really have only one party in this
country and that our so-called dif-
ferences are only factional squab-
bles, That is also the opinion of
our Russian unfriends; I remem-
ber a dinner party at which Am-
bassador Cumansky pounded the
theory into my ears quite vio-
lently. But the explanation in both
cases is simply an unrealistic
view of American politics.

THE GIMMEE PARTY

As a matter of fact, we have
three major parties in this coun-
try, the Democrats, the Republi-
cans and the Gimmees, and the
Lreatest of these is the Gimmees
A Gimmee has no ticket of his
own, but votes either of the others
with complete indifference as
long as he gets his handout.
Unfortunately, the Gimmee is
frequently endowed with enormous
cunning, sometimes rising to gov-
ernarships, senatorships and even
Cabinet posts; but whatever his
official designation he’s a black-
guard who would sell his grand-
mother's tombstone in order to
grab an office. Such vermin need
not be considered in any serious
discussion of the basic difference
between the Democratic and Re-
publican parties, for they have no
principles on which to differ. In-
deed, a principle is to a Gimmee
what paris green is to a potata
bug, and when the parties divida
along the line of their basic prin-
ciples the Gimmees die off in in-
credible numbers.

When something has to be done
the people have invariably turned
to the Democratic Party. This is
no accident, for the Democratic
is by its very mature the party
that always does something.
Sometimes it does a fool thing,
but it always does something, and
in moments of desperation it is
better to do anything than to sit

By GERALD JOHNSON

g for

like a bump on a log wait
destruction to overwhelm us.

But when the danger has been
averted by the necessary action,
and quiet has returned, it fre-
quently happens that the nervous
triumph and the public turns back
Some-
change
y itself
becomes essentially Republican
as it did under Pierce and Buch-
anan.

For the basic difference be-
tween the two parties is not a
matter of issues but of attitudes—
principles, if you will. Issues take
their significance from circum-
stances and as circumstances
change, so does the meaning of is-
gues. What was radical yesterday
is conservative today and will be
reactionary fomorrow. Patrick
Henry, defending states’ rights
was a wild radical in 1789; C.
houn, defending them in 1850,
was a conservative, and Shivers
of Texas, defending the tidelands
ail steal, is a reactionary today.
On any major issue each party
has been on all sides at one time
or_another
GOLD AND BEARS

But this does not necessarily
involve any real inconsistency, for
the parties can maintain _their
fundamental attitudes while
changing sides on specific issues
The fundamental attitude of the
Democratic Party in any crisis
is that we have much to gain
that of the Republican Party that
we have much to lose. Neither
can pierce the future, but the
Democrat is persuaded that there
is a pot of gold just around the
next corner, while the Republican
expects to find a bear. Historical-
ly, both have been right, for
around each sharp turn in our
national history we have found a
pot of gold, usually guarded by a
very bad-tempered bear.

As a result we find that those
Americans who have gathered
wisdom as their years increased
have modified their ways of think-
ing. Fighting one bear after an-
other tones down the exuberance
of the Democrat; finding one pot
of gold after another tones up the
pessimism of the Republican. In
extreme old age Thomas Jefferson
and John Adams came to think
pretty much alike.

Since Washington there have
been only five presidents who
were unquestionably great — Jef-
ferson, Jackson, Lincoln, Wilson
and the second Roosevelt. All but
Lincoln were registered as well as
real Democrats, and it can be
argued plausibly that Linceln was
a real one. But it does not fol-
low that four-fifths of all first-rate
statesmen have been Demacrats.
The Federalist- Whig - Republican
opposition has included such men
as Alexander Hamilton, Henry
Clay, Daniel Webster, William H.
Seward, Hamilton Fish and so on
down to Elihu Root, Robert M.
LaFollette the elder, and Arthur
H. Vandenberg.

The explanation is that when
the Democratic Party develops a
firstrate man it puts him in the
White House, or tries to, while
the Republican Party, developing
a similar man, carefully keeps
him out. If a strong leader is
elected President he will inevita-
bly lead, which is what the Dem-
ocratic Party hopes and the Re-
publican Party fears. Theodore
Roosevelt, who was a leader, be-
came President by the act of an
assassin, not by the intent of the
Republican Party.

This is logical, because the par-
ty that is bent on going some-
where needs a leader, while the
party bent on staying put doesn’t.
Theodore Roosevelt dragged the
Republican Party out of character
and drove it into nervous prostra-
tion by 1912. Franklin D. Roose-
velt restored the Democratic Pare
ty to its true character and so in-
vigorated it that it stayed in power
for 20 years

From the standpoint of the Re-
publican Party Calvin Coolidge
was the perfect President. He
went nowhere and he did noth-
ing; he simply held on, Appear-
ances indicate that Dwight D. Ei-
senhower is going to be the next
best. He is going nowhere if he
can possibly avoid it, but he is not
as lucky as Coolidge; events may
prod him into making a move, and
when a move has to be made a
Republican President is a misfor-
tune for the odds are that he will
make the wrong move.

At the same time, I do not
argue that the Demoeratic should
be the only party. do mot :be-
lieve in a one-party system, sim-
ply because I do not believe that
all men think alike or feel alike. [
do not believe that action is al-
ways wise, and at such times the
party of inaction is the safer one.
DEMOCRATS HAPPY

Nevertheless, 1 am glad that a
a benignant destiny has made it
possible for me to be a Demo-
crat, for I think that the Demo-
crat is the happier man. Serene in
his faith that a pot of gold is just
around the corner, he can con-
template even such an appalling
apparition as McCarthy without
despair. He is certain that the
creature is only a temporary nui-
sance, sure to be put down as
Huey Long was put down before
him, and the Ku Klux beforae
Huey, and the Wobblies before the
Ku Klux, and the Know-Nothings
before the Wobblies. From time to
time we have these fits of back-
wardlooking and the sons of
Belial, flown with insolence and
wine, then wander forth, but nev-
er for very long. In due time the
common sense of the common peo-
ple reasserts itself, we elect ane
other Democratic President and
8o seeking the next pot of gold.

Those who can't believe it are
by nature Republicans. It is sad,
and I am sorry for them, but
there isn't a thing in the world
that can be done about it.

Texas Oilmen Shell Out For GOP
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