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More Patches For The Quilt

[MOUR of the five constitutional amend
ments to be submitted to Tar Heel
voters for approval Nov. 2 are simply
designed fo streamline governmental
machinery and oil some clanking gears.
The fifth is a political joker dealt up by
rural legislators who seek to deprive
Mecklenburg and other heavily urbanized
counties of their proper representation
in the State Senate.

We have already explained why t
senatorial amendment is undemocratic
and should be defeated. What happens to
the other four proposed changes is far
less important. But each, in its own way.
will straighten out ancient defects

North Carolina's constitution, as Oscar
Coffin has said, “was never any better
than it should be. It was presented to
Tar Heels for adoption at a time when
many residents of the late Confederate
States of America were disqualified as
voters. There has not been a new constitu-
tion since 1868—but plenty of amend-
ments have been added

It would take a brand new document
1o straighten out all the kinks. And that
s what is needed.

Until North Carolina gets a new model,
citizens will have to be satisfied with
periodic patchwork.

Here are four of the patches proposed
this year
1—An amendment vesting the General
ssembly with the authority to provide
for retirement of members of the Su-
preme Court and for recall of such re-
tired members to serve on the high
court’s bench in case any active member
is temporarily incapacitated

At present, retired Supreme Court
justices simply become emergency Su-
perior Court judges. There is no pro-
vision to fill the seat of a Supreme
Court justice who is ill. Under the pro-
posed amendment, a retired justice would
be available for emergency use where
his experience and qualifications can be

fully utilized—on the high court. Emer-
gencies on the Superior Court bench ean
be left to special judges which the gover-
may appoint

An amendment authorizing the Gen-
eral Assembly to establish a Board of
Paroles with complete authority to grant,
revoke and terminate paroles.

This proposed change in the constitu-
tion would relieve the governor’s office of
the parole chore after July 1, 1655, plac-
ing this highly important function in the
hands of a special board established by
the General Assembly.

3 —An amendment reducing the length
of residence for voting in a precinct
from four months to 30 days preceding
an election

ne

This will simply mean that fewer votes
will be lost by changes in residence

4. An amendment abolishing the re-
quirements for short term offices occur-
ring between the date of the general
election and the following Jan. 1

This proposal would simplify the bal-
lot and eliminate much confusion. Under
present conditions, many offices must be
filled by election between general elecs
tion day and Jan. 1 if they are vacated
by death, resignation or otherwise. Y:
have people running for the short term-—
between election day and Jan. 1—and
the long term—between Jan. 1 and the
end of the regular term of office. Cane
didates can either seck one or both.

The proposed change would give the
governor authority to appoint successors
10 office for the unexpired term—which,
in effect, would run until Jan. 1 following
the next general election.

Progress in North Carolina will neither
hang nor fall on the outcome of the Nov.
2 vote on these four amendments. Not
one is of earth-shaking importance. But
all would, in a all measure, improve
the efficiency of North Carolina’s state
government

Taking Creaks Out Of The W heels

'OR YEARS, the creaking wheels of

justice have needed overhauling in
North Carolina. But legislative efforts to
hammer out an adequate program of ju-
dicial reform are invariably hamstrung
by politics.

This was the case in the 1953 General
Sen. Hamilton Hobgood's bill
trict the state’s judicial districts
i up a major dispute that ended in
a stalemate—and defeat of both his and
the Umstead-approved plan for replenish-
ing the judicial manpower.

The House of Representatives wanted
Lee Whitmire's bill for six additin
resident judges in existing judicial di
tricts. The Senate wanted Mr. Hobgood's
plan for redistricting.

When the two houses couldn't agree
Sen. Terry Sanford put in a stopgap
measure 1o allow the governor to name
12 instead of the usual eight special
judges. That bill passed on the last day
of the session

A new effort will be made in the 1955
General Assembly to win approval of a
redistricting  plan—so badly needed in
North Carolina to provide reasonable ac-
celeration of justice. Under a proposal of

Justice M. V. Barnhill and the State
al Council, there would be dis-
tricts instead of the present 21. Mecklen-
burg and Guilford Counties would be as-
ed two judges each and Wake, Dur-

ham, Forsyth and Buncombe Counties
would be one-judge counties, or districts.

The wisdom of the plan is obvious
First of all, it would provide more judi-
cial manpower on a uniform basis for a
growing sta econd, it would reduce
the size of present districts and provide
an adequate number of courts for coun-
ties with congested dockets

It is sure to stir strong emotions in
the political arena however. To ease ils
legislative journey somewhat, Chief Jus
tice Barnhill has recommended that re-
districting be presented to the General
Assembly in the form of three separate
bills:

The first bill should deal with H‘v‘_!"‘-

districting and redistricting alone. The
matter of the number of divisions
should not be permitted fo enter into
the consideration of (hat particular

question

There should be a second bill to deal
alone with the question of the numher
of fudicial divisions into which the state
is 1o be divided

The H:Irﬂ bill should provide a calen
dar of eourts for the new distriets

The chief justice’s proposal is politi-
cally sound

With this strategy, an acceplable re-
distrieting program would have its best
possible chance of finding its
through the legislative jungle. It certain-
Iy deserves the support of the Mecklen-
burg delegation

way

One World: A Linguistic Battleroyal
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The Kids Are Bores Today

By ROBERT C. RUARK
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They are a blueprint bunch,
these ~ youngsters that 1 know.
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Bulk Of The Nation’s Labor
Vote Will Go T o Democrats

By CONGRESSION

WASHINGTON
F ORGANIZED workers follow
official union endorsements and
candidate evaluations, they will
vote predominantly Democratic on
Nov. 2, but national union spokes-
men rule out flat predictions on
how the labor vote will go.
Union officials told Congression.
21 Quarterly that when their mem-
Lers go to the polls, most of them
vote “independently and on 8
nonpart basis.
A CQ analysis shows, however
t"'ﬂ union groups have been
ous in efforts to help voters
Siste up their minds. For example,
six major groups have issued re
perts to their members on con-
gressional voting. Tabulated to-
gether, the reports show that in
the unions’ view, Democratic con-
gressmen backed labor about four
times as often as Republicans.
DEMOCRATS BACKED
In addition, €Q surveys of cam-
paign spending reports and of un-
ion endorsements show that al-
though labor’s rank and file is be-
ing urged to vote for “liberal”
candidates of either party and al-
though some Republicans have re-
ceived union support, the bulk of
labor backing is going to Demo-
crats
As debates flare over unem-
ployment in certain areas and
both parties angle for the work-
ers’ vote, unjons have urged mem-
bers to consult voting records pre-
pared by Labor's League for Po-
litical Education (AFL); CIO's
legislative department; Interna-
tional Association of Machinists

(AFL): United Automobile, Air-
craft & Agricultural Implement
Workers of America (CIO); La-

bor's Non.- Partisan League
(United Mine Workers) and In-
ternational Union of Electrical
Radio and Machine Workers
[{ai
MAJOR ISSUES

In rating the performance of
individual congressmen during the
83rd Congress, the six groups
picked such issues as: Taxes, un-
employment insurance, atomie
energy policy, farm price sup-
ports, Taft-Hartley amendments,
appointment of Albert C. Beeson
ta the National Labor Relations
Board, public housing, and legis-
lation against Communist-in-
filtrated unions.

Analyzed together, these voting

/
People’s
Wavering Democrats
Should ‘Stand -Firm*

Charlotte
FEditors, The News:

GET a mite disturbed when I

see the names of several of
Charlotte's finest citizens at-
tached to newspaper ads or news
stories, such as “Democrats for
Jonas,” or “Registered Demaocrats
for Jonas-Eisenhower.” T just hate
to see good men go wrong.

The Democrats are not relying
on subterfuge in this or
campaign. We believe our part
stemming as it does fron
Thomas Jefferson, with almost
a century and three quarters of
solid accomplishment for the
ood of all the people, recom
mends itself to all Democrats,
1 believe Sedt
eminently qualified to be
District congressman.

Many Democrats up the
trict have promised me
we will meet them at the river
with a simple majority of the

Tenth

votes cast in Mecklenburg for
Judge Sedb th ill
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assure gim the Vi
Lincoln and  Catawba
ich to overcome the small
lican count'es of Mitehell
very

we commend
y to -all of our
Democratic friends in Mecklen:
burg County. As we go in Meck-
lenburg so goes the district. We
are the leaders; we want our
Democratic friends who have
wavered a little to stand firm in
the faith and service to the
greatest political party in the
greatest nation on earth

—MERCER J. BLANKENSHIP
Chmn,, 10th District Convention

Prime Min

Nevertheless
Judge Sedber

AL QUARTERLY

records say that, on the issues sa-
d, Democrats in both houses
voted “right,’ or in line with la-
bor positions, 67 per cent of the
time, while Republicans scored 16
per cent on voting “‘with labor."”

CQ's tally of union charts show
in labor's eves, Republicans
78 per cent and
the

that,
voted “wrong”
Democrats 2 per cent of
time

ALWAYS RIGHT"

In the Senate, according to
composite tabulation, only two
senators up for re-election voted
100 per cent “right” Both w
Democrats, Hubert H. Hu e

(Minn.) and Estes Kefauver
(Tenn.).

CQ's analysis shows that 17
House members, all Democrats,

won union approval for all of the
votes they cast. They are: Reps
John A. Blatnik (Minn.), Richard
Bolling (Mo.), James B. Bowler
(M), A S J. Carnahan (Mo),
Lester Johnson (Wis.), Frank M.
lnhn Lesinski Jr,

ne McCarthy
Thaddeus M. Machrowics

(Mich), Ray J. Madden (Ind.),
George P, Miller (Calif.), James
Folk (Ohio), Melvin Price
ranklin D. Roosevell Jr
Mrs. John B. Sullivan
(Mao.), Roy W. Wier (Minn,), and
Clement J. Zablocki (Wis.).
Four Representatives cast all
their s “wrong,” in labor's
view r, all Republicans:
will E (W. Va.). Donald W,

Chatncey W.
James B, Utt

Nicholson (Mass.)
Reed (Ill), and
(Calif )
TAR HEEL RECORD

While there were variations in
the lists of roll calls the six labor
groups used, all of them rated tha
votes of each member of Congress
*righ or “wrong"'—or, in ef-

: against” labor,

AC Q lnhnla!mn of the labor rat-
1 shows that Sen. Lennon was
“for labor” on 10 of the 26 Sen-
ate votes which appeared on one
or more of the groups' charts,
as ‘‘against” labor
n scored four “for'*
ainst”  lal in
CQ's composite tabulation of his
votes on the issues labor selected.

Together the groups used 27 roll
calls in their report on represens
tatives’ woling, The composite
shows they scored Rep. Charles
R. Jonas as voting three “for’
labor and 24 “against.”
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