J. E. DOWD.
B. S. GRIFFITH

THE CHARLOTTE NEWS

THOMAS L. ROBINSON.

C. A. McKNIGHT (On Leave)..

Publisher
-General Manager
-Executive Editor
--Editor

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20,

1954

How About A Poll Tax For Non-Yoters?

HIS Charlotte citizen was aroused,

over an issue most people view with
apathy. He was mad because so many
people don't vote. He had two suggested
remedies.

(1) Pass a law requiring that people
who fail to vote, would be ineligible to
vote in the next election unless they reg-
istered again;

(2) Publish
names of all persons not
given election.

The fault of those two suggestions is,
in our opinion, that neither would ma-
terially increase the number of voters.
They might even decrease the number.
Persons who missed one election would
be more likely to miss the next if they
had to make another trip to register.
And although publication of tax delin-
quency lists aids collection, neither the
disrepute mor threat of penalty that
attends tax delinquency hangs over the
heads of delinquent voters.

But his suggestions set the wheels to
turning, grinding out this suggestion:
How ahout a poll tax, not as a requisite
for voting, but as a penalty for nons
voting?

Several countries have penalties for
non-voting. They include, among others,

the
in a

in the newspapers
voting

Australia, Holland and Belgium. Belgium
levies a light fine for the first omission,
heavier fines for the second and third
defaults "(along with exhibition of the
offender’s name on a placard outside
city hall the third time). The fourth
omission in 15 years prohibits the negii-
gent citizen from receiving from the
state any promotion, distinction or nom-
ination to public office, along with
another fine and the removal of his
name from the register for 10 years.

It is true that some European coun-
tries which do not penalize non-voters
have much bigger turnouts than the
U. S does. But certainly the penalties
levied by the above-named countries
contribute to their standing at the top
of the list in voter participation, with
over 00 per cent of the eligibles turning
out.

We're not fully persuaded that penal-
ties for non-voting are desirable. Citizens
have a right to endanger their basic
rights, which is exactly what they are
doing when they don't participate in
democratic government. But if any pen-
alty is to be exacted, one that would
cost the delinquent voters an extra buck
or so every year would probably jar
most of them into action on election day,

Winston Churchill Won't Fade Away

IFTY-SEVEN years ago, after service

in the empire as soldier and corre-
spondent, Winston Churchill wrote that
“It is better to be making the news than
taking it; to be an actor rather than a
eritie.”

In a report to Commons in 1940 he
said that “to die at the height of a man’s
career, the highest moment of his effort
here in this world, universally honored
and admired, to die while great issues
are still commanding the whole of his
interest, to be taken from usat a moment
when he could already see ultimate suc-
cess in view—is not the most unenviable
of fates.”

And when Franklin D. Roosevelt died
Churchill paid this tribute to his great
friend:

“He died in harness, and we may well
gay in battle harness, like his soldiers,
sailors and airmen wha died side by side
with ours and carrying out their ks
to the end all over the world. What an
enviable death was his"

Winston Churchill wants to die with
his boots on, in the service of the British
Empire and humanity. He has expressed
this wish, more subtly than we put it
repeatedly. Thus it is rather surprising
that London is confounded by his Cab-
inet shake-up designed to accommodate
Winston Churchill rather than any likely
successor to him.

Youth is emphasized in the

24 govern-

ment changes made by Churchill—with
of course his personal exception. And it
will be surprising indecd if he ever
voluntarily retires from command. The

New York Times hea nrllum on the Cab-
inet changes said n Retaining His
Post—Is Expected To I\vop It 'Til He
Succeeds Churchill, Who Is Due To Stay
Some Time.” With all due respect to the
oh-so-patient  Anthony Eden, Clement
Attlee and Aneuran Bevan, we hope that
that headline, which could have been
written years ago, will stand up years
hence.

5:30 Fight

ITY Councilmen and Southern Rail-
-4 way and Chamber of Commerce offi
cials ought to be required, at least once
a week, to get caught up in that exas
perating traffic jam that develops about
5:30 pm. from 5th St. to 8th St on
either side of the railroad tracks as a
slow freight lumbers haltingly through
town

It's not that they aren't mindful of
the problem and working for its solution.
They are. But they'd probably work
harder after a few evenings of phoning
the little woman an arrival time 15 min-
utes hence—and spending the next half
hour in the jam

We were about fo suggest that all
ordinary taxpayers make the weekly trek
too, in order to appreciate fully the
problem that their tax dollars must help
solve.

But on second thought, practically
every one in fown seems to be in that
area every night anyhow.

The Case Of The Three Cases

CI IFFORD P. CASE is the Republican
senatorial candidate m New Jersey.
was charged recently his sister

h.\d been a member of k‘mmnnm\( front
organizations. A former Communist said
s0. Now it develops that it was a

“His

So Clifford Case is “clean family
tree stands scrutiny. A smear attempt
failed

But that isn’t the point that needs to
Our point is that, had Case's
er been “guilty” as charged, her
associations would be totally irrelevant
1o his ¢ icy. Furthermore, had he

himself once belonged to an organization
on the growing list of subversive organ-
izations, that fact in itself would be

0.
t membership in organizations
now termed subversive is frw.u.w\\-
meaningless is attested by the fact that
arch conservatives—Sen. Homer Fel
son is one of them—and persons with all
hues of political views have been in sub-

irrelevant

From The Goldsboro News-Argus

versive oulfits. Ironically, out-and-out
Communists who did backflips into the
‘arthy camp are accorded more cre.
dence, by many people, than non-Coms
munists who chose to fight, sometimes
unsuccessfully, against Communist con.
trol of organizations, and who refused
to be stampeded into reaction

Clifford Case lost a great opportunity
to make this point when he cleared up
the record. Instend, he took pains to
make clear that k ter, n'wH o h ”|

the Adelaide Case of the Cc

front associations, had once be

a “left wing study group.” lh\ was

during a period of nervous illness, he

said—what Adelaide did then has noth-

ing to do with the way she foels now
Thus he aided the conformists who

attacked him, and who would gladly

brand as traitor anyone who makes his

own examinat
Thus did (

ism he has

New Jersey.

i of unorthod
ord Case and
stood for suffer

x idenlogy.
liberal-
defeat in
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North Carolina: ‘It Has Twin Instruments Of Progress’

By HARRY 5.

(Editors' Note: This discus.
sion of the secrets of Tar Heel
progress was excerpled from a
Founder's Day address at Wom-
an’s College of the University
of North Carolina in Greensharo,
Mr. Ashmore, former editor of
The Charlotte News, Is now ex-
ecutive edilor of the Arkansas
Gazelte.)

'“,'H}.V I was growing up in
South Carolina, and begin-
ning to practice journalism there,

like most of my neighbors
olina
d aris-

with some alarm. If
tocratie pretensions, and most of
us did whether or not we were
to them, we considered
hbors a rude lot
the old phrase, of
clween the
arrogance that are
South Carolina. 1f

ns of
and

Virginia
our interests were economic, we

d to recognize North Carolina

s a dangernusly successful com-
petitor. In all the statistical com-
parisons
eracy, percent
vates, even th
foothall teams. ran
second and it galled u

Later 1 was to move to North
€ over th litor.
fal chair of a North Carolina news
yiaper (The Charlotte News), This
of course, produced a marked

perspective. What 1

ently viewed with alarm
1 now pointed to with pride—and
€0 1 took my place in that legion

ASHMORE

of Tar Heel rooters who are sec-
ond only to Texans in their pride
of place

‘INDIAN COUNTRY'

Still later, I followed the historic
trail westward across the moun-
tains and took up my residence
out on the rim of the old Con-
federacy — in territory still looked
upon, 1 know, hy some of the old
neighbors of the Eastern Seaboard
as Indian Country. Out there, in
the great valley of the Mississippi,
I found still another viewpoint on
North C In Ala:

e
orth Carolina is rrmum and

alien—that somehow, despite its
history nd its accent, North
Carolina_isn't really southern.
BY ITS F

Foi er or worse, it is quite

true lhn' North Carolina stands
apart from the other southern
It stands apart, in my
cause in most important
ays, it stands out in front. I
ave often had occasion to reflect
on why this is so, and those re-
flections are perhaps pertinent to
this observation of the founding
of this institution
1 sure that geography had
a good deal to do with it. North
lina is no more blessed with

to the north and south; in-
contrary is true, for in
the beginning its lacework coas
line to the east and its mountain
barrier to the west kept the state
out of the main currents of migra-

tion and of commercial transpor-
tation. With no great port to sus-
the antebellum plantation
economy and its concurrent feu-
culture did not flourish here
o widely as it did elsewhere along
the seaboard. Rather North Caro-
lina came early under the domi-
nance of the Scotch-Irish, who
tendéd to drift toward the high-
lands, and who brought with them
a tradition of liberality in poli-
tics and conservatism in social
custom. From the beginning North
Carolina was blessed with able
leaders, but few are given first
rank in our national history. There
were no Jeffersons bere, and po
Calhouns
MAJOR BLESSING
And that, 1 think, turned out
to be a major blessing. 1 have al-
ways contended that the author
wha contributed most to the down-
fall of the Old South was not Har-
riet Beecher Stowe but Sir Wal-
ter Scott, 1 deubt that any peo-
ple ever fed so long and so con-
sistently upon romantic dreams
as did the people of the pre-Civi
War South — or if not the peo-
ple, at least those who sat in the
seals of authority. There was a
agnificence about this
mmands respect. Evi
n Rhett Butler's
vation that the Con-

v to

didn't own a cannon faetory I do
ot contend. that North Carolina
was untouched by the romantic
fervor that seemed to grip the
South in the first half of the last
century, If somewhat reluctantly

‘See How Hard We're Working For German Unity?’
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Sedberry Creating
‘Imaginary lssues’

Lincolnton

Editors, The News:

J C. SEDBERRY In a recent
o speech attacked Rep. Charles
Raper Jonas on several so-called
issues, referring to Republican
deception. “How can you save
that which you never had”" he
asks 1 can say that he, being a
Democeral to know In

vears of De
ington the

c r

Drew Pearson's
Merry-Go-Round
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unemployme

Californ

» in the most

Democrat
pite Jowa's
This
the late Dem.  criti
e, is making to be

member another Democrat that
campaigned on reducing expendi-
tures and then went on a spend

ing spree that ran 20 vears apd
1 our national debt from
Mlion to $262 billion, Now
friends, the Democral or 20
vears made little if any effort

io reduce expenditures or balance
the biid o the Democralic
administration right here in North
Carclina is right now talking

ahout increasing taxes, 1f per-
f past and present, of lhr
Democ is
Sed would be forced o
ot his fellow Demoerats
in_order n halance tt

Ar. erry further attacke \
the R mh'u.m for failure to re
duce taxes. Now you he
just said he would try to
balance the budg d with the
next breath he says he is in favor

x cuts. This my friends is

monly called talking

both sides of your mouth at the
same time
—CHARLES EUREY

Why Do Candidates
Dodge This Issue?

Pittsboro
Editors, The News:
'VE heard the Republicans
and the Democrats promise
a solution to every other prablem.
Why not hurricanes?

They are big and bad enough

They cost the taxpayers a lot
of money

Like wars, they take a toll in
lives and property.

But not one candidate has
promised to clean up the hurri
cane situation. Is it because big
winds stick together?

~BOB McLEOD

OUT OF THE WILDERNESS,

A NEW NORTH CAROLINA

State Fair Arena At Raleigh

—with some North Carolinians
fighting on the wrong side a
wothers sitting out.the whole husi-
ness — North Carolina did enter
the lists with the Confederacy.
NO ILLUSIONS

But North Carolinians were al-
ways more concerned with the
reality than with the illusion, and
it is for this reason, I think that

vou have done a better job over
the years with the twin tasks of

carving a economy out of
the wilderness and establishing an
orderly society. There is, in fact,
a significant difference in the
tradition of North Carolina and
that which prevailed in the other
d states and was trans-
ed intact to the mew cotton
empire in the West. And so, after
the rigors of war and Recon-
struction, North Carolina was the
first to move out on the road to
reunion, and to begin the long
march which has put this state
in the vanguard of the southern
region.

The two great instruments of
wour progress in recent years
have heen your system of public
education and your press. I would
be the last to argue that either is
without serious imperfecty Yet
1 know no professional ucator
who would rate any of uth-
ern institution above the Univer-
sity of North Carolina, which
stands at the apex of your educa-
tional system. And as testimony
that the rich get richer, the con-

sumcn and income tax pi
of ki

E\u‘n you Duke University a
private institution of the first
rank, and the resources to build
still another at Wake Forest. As
to the pre:
better newspapers than any of
those published in North Carolina.
But I now of no other state,
north o ith, which can match
the avera uu excellence of your
daily papers, large and small.
CHICKEN OR EGG?

It would be rather liké consid-
ering the case of the chicken and
the egg to argue whether it was
the North Carolina tradition
which produced your educational
system and your press, or whether
the educational system and: the
press nurtured the tradition.
Certainly there are names that
can be mentioned, “Crusade” is
the only word to describe the ac-
tivities of men like Charles B.
Aycock, North Carolina’s “educa-
tion governor,” and Charles Dun«
can Mclver, who was possessed
of the radical notion that women
should go to college. There can
be no doubt that these men,
and the editors who rallied to
their support, built a roaring fire
of popular opinion under the pol-
iticians of their day and forced
them into the dread business of

levying taxes to support educa-
tion. Yet there is reason to bes
lieve the embers were already

America’s Sense Of Humor
Can Be An Active Weapon

By ROBERT C. RUARK

NEW YORK

E WERE talking the other
day about changing the con.
cept of behavior expected of to-
day's prisoner of war, and rec:
ommending that some of its strict
code of conduct under the Artic!
of War be relaxed to enable a
captive soldier to kid his jailers
along and confess to anvthing
and everything if it would help
his cause

A freedom to sign “confes.
sions” and 2o on broadcasts, and
give “inl i if indulged in

by all the prisoners, would go a
far picce to prevent separations
in prisoner-of-war encampments,
in which one faction is the heroic
sheep, if he lives, and the other
is subject to court-martial.

The black sins of the collabora
tionists not the signing ol
phony admissions  of It,
nor are they participation in
framed propaganda, The black
sins are the ones in which the
casy-riders gang up with their

inst their own tough

caplors
er brothers
LOATHSOME DOINGS

1 mean the nasty busi
informing to the enemy, and rob-
bing the bodies of the dead, set
ting up a black market in foods
and medicines which are entitled
to free distribution, setting out
deliberately to spy. and similar
loathsome doings which past and
future POW collaboration trials
feature, These are things that, in
my opinion, should be punished
h\ lengthy imprisonment or shoot-

s of

|n some measure they came
into being through the weakness
of individuals \\N could not with
stand the kind of pressures the
Gen. Deans are capable of re-
sisting by biting on a psychologi-
cal hullet 3
graded ard threatened, take the
easy way out. From small privi-
lege it's only a skip to active
work for the enemy against their

own people, because the small
privilege extra ration, the
cleaner quarters — only doubles
a man’s dread of returning to the
plight of his stubborn fellows.

I believe that if the troops in
xf‘nrml were encouraged to sub-
emy demands, with plen-
o of mental reservation, the o
tors would have a great deal les
opportunity to drive wedges 55
the strong and the K
using each against the other.
“ONL! \' A 4;.\\

=

oh, what the
.1 mnm let them
ain  while
ﬂmul Miss Monroe, and if every-
body cheerfully agrees to_everys
llvm Hun and there a film of
is established. It is
\Mu: difficult to develop cliques
among a body of men that says,
yes, teacher, that's right, teacher,
of course we used germ warfare,
teacher, and isn't the United
States awful and how do I get to
be a Russian, quick, teacher.
1 read that Air Force
now got a school
where they
tential shot-downers 1
brainwashing. The
morale-rattling tec
gue and confusion, hunger and
egradation are being practiced.
To be effective it would also have
to employ the one thing that is
not on the curriculum — brutalie

b« H

hard

ty

1 submit that no man can stand
sufficient pain indefinitely with-
out cracking, unless he's lucky
enough to die pretty early. It
seems to me that there would be
less likelihood of pain as a per-
suader if the captured men en
se were encouraged to humor

e enemy and blithely cooperate,
but always with inner reservation.
Up to now the American’s great-

as been a sense of hu.
r stress. It can be used
tive weapon if applied by
ners of war.

GOP Pours Big Money Into Campaign
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