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Ike’s Prestige On The Firing Line

NHE gloves are off in American politics.
'] Ahead are 18 days of bare-knuckle
fitions of whole
A campaign which began

ale pugnac

moderately will rise in the next two
weeks {0 a crescendo of shrill rhetorie
nd angry finger-pointing

Anyone looking for the moment the

campaign was launched in earnest might
select the day President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower climbed down from the Olympian

heights and pleaded loudly and per-
suasively for the return of a Republi
can majority Congress. No longer is

ahove-the
ologist of a program *

attle expounder and eu
for the good of 180

lion people.” He is proving once again
that. when he wants to be, he is a “prac-
tical politician

There is no doubt about it The gen

personally le

ding his troops into

The only question is whether Mr. Eisen-
hower's political magic can bring out the
diffident and dazzle the disaffected
cards of political history are

against him. Other presidents
have appealed to the country during
campaigns for election of their party's
candidates—only to be roundly rebuffed
Most lost seats anyway: some actually
lost Congress,

No appeal was sironger than Woodrow
Wilson's in 1918

They (the congressional elections) oc
in the most eritical period our coun
try has ever faced, or is likely to face in
our time, If you have approved of my
Jeadership, and wish me to continue to
he your unembarrassed spokesman st
home and abroad, 1 earnestly beg that you
will express yourselves unmistakably to
that effect by returning a Democratic
majority in both the Senate and the House
of Representatives . . . This is no time
either for divided council or for divided
leadership.

Wilson's Democralg lost both the Sen-
ate and the House

Franklin D. Roosevelt's strategy was
quite different. “As President of the
United States,” he said in 1938, “T am

not asking the voters of the country to
vote for Democrats nest November as
opposed to Republicans or members of
any other party.” But, as head of the
Democratic Party, Mr. Roosevelt meddled
extensively in his party's primaries. New
Deal Democrats with FDR's blessing won
primary victories in Alabama, Florida,
Oklahoma and Kentucky but lost in Geor-
gia, South Carolina and Maryland

Mr. Eisenhower kept hands off the
primaries but he followed Mr Wilson's
example in warning of the dangers of
divided Teadership

that you just
with two drivers at
the steering wheel and expect ' end
up any place but in the dich—especially
when the drivers are set o8 going in dif
ferent directions. You cannct h
ficient federal government when the
gress wants to follow one philosophy of
and the executive another
In our system of governmen!, progress is
made when the leaders of the executive
branch and the majority of Congress are
members of the same political party.

You know perfectly well
one car

can't have

Con

government

These, Mr. Fisenhower said, are the
compelling reasons for the election of a
GOP majority this fall

But even the normal historical erosion
of congressional membership will cost
the Republicans control of Congress

The party out of power has won seals
from the party in power in every mod-
ern off-year election—except 1934 when
FDR's administration went before the
people for judgment In 1034 the Demo-
crats actually gained nine seats in the
House and 10 in the Senate

The “outs” have won control of the
House four times— 1010, 1918, 1030 and
1946. (In 1930 Democrals organized the
House under President Hoover due to
deaths between the regular election and
the convening of Congress. » The outs
have won control of the Senate (wice
1918 and 1946

The Democrats made their greatest
midterm gain in the House in 1622
winning 75 seats more than they did in
1920. In 1946, the Republicans made
their greatest gain—56 members more
than their 1944 total

In the Senate the biggest of f -year gains
were made by the Democrats in 1910
and 1934, when they picked up 10 seats
by the Republicans in 1948, when they
picked up 13 seals

Since 1920 the party in power has. on
the average, lost 45 House seats and four
Senate seats in midterm elections. This
is too much for the GOP to bear. It has
a House margin of three seats and a Sen-
ate margin of two

Some experts expect the Republicans
to take only five of the 120 House seats
in the 13 southern slates. Thus the
Democrats would have only to pick
102 seats elsewhere—or about one-third
of the 215 seals outside Dixie—to win
control of the House.

The GOP is in deep trouble and knows
it. In 1952, Mr. Eisenhower carried 78
more congressional districts than his own
Republican Party.

This is the reason for the heavy in-
fighting now getting under way,

The President has put his prestige
squarely on the firing line. If the GOP
loses, that prestige will suffer immensely.

Old Charlotte: 1775 And All That

( RGANIZATION of a Charlotte His-
torical seiety  will  undoubtedly
help stimulate a new awareness of Meck-
lenburg's romantic past, The organiza-
tion will be launched Monday night at
a banquet in the Hotel Barringer's Towne
Room. It deserves wide support. In
creased civic interest and a greater sense
of pride among the Queen City's people
are the obvious rewards of such a proj
ect

'he triumphs and tragedies of Char.
lotte's early days give Charlotte a unique
place in the history of North Carolina
and the nation. Almost any school child
n fell you that the Mecklenhu
tion was signed here May 20. 1

la

But other equally stirring phases of the

‘s early development have never
en fully appreciated
Even within the county itsell, there
is much ignorance about Charlotte's past
This lack of awareness can be attributed
largely to the fact that so many of Meck-
lenburg's citizens are newcomers.
drawn here during a period of postwar
industrial expansion

Perhaps the new society will help
supply the needed impetus for a greater
appreciation of the citv's distinguished
heritage. 1t certainly will perform a val-
uable service by gathering and preserv-
ing historical data so important in docu
menting that heritage

No Girlies, But A Wonderful Show

vear

’I‘l“.i{[ S one time each which

one in North Carolina looks
to. That time comes shortly after
rst frost in the mountains of west-
Carolina. Then forest rangers
iblicists get in a huddle and out
es the prediction of the best weekend
1o see the fall colors in the mountains
hey've had the huddle and the word is
nis is it

We previewed the Parkway last week
end, and even then it was well worth
the trip, with the goid of vellow poplar
and the fiery reds of the maples and

From The Greansboro Record

sourwood The

sassafras and sumac have
turned already. ]

So have the red mapl
Now the ‘sycamores and
hickories d poplars will be turning
And there’ll be the golden yellow of the

and buckeyes

redbud and black walnuts And the up-
predictable oaks, turning any shade or
hue

can’t make it to the mountains

kend the color will still be
1 in a week If you make the
trip. vou'll see one of natures most
beautif shows.

GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGED

And we

Gree end to the
n nes  gOing
b e fancy figures are

just

Charlotte is
when compared

Vhat J‘ was al
atistics presented to the
natitics Board in makin
better com
boro-Hig nt Airport. Our
contemporary a
ity “offered
dence as you

nerc

neat a

ever see

Forsyth Coun

“even included

“ollege and Salem Coll

and

repentance?

are humbly grateful for our
advice to
“Just drink

raty’'s paternalistic
our little town. We quote

e r spinach and get lots

nd soon you will be a big boy
lotte Really. we mever
vbody in Mecklenburg County
concede such a possibility. )

! it is just a coincidence, but
nded of what was said once

nland southern city with metro
ambitions. This was that, if it
suck as hard as it could blow. it
have one of the finest seaports

Atlantic Ocean. {Charlotte News
ors' Note: Behold the Gulf of
ireensboro
An American who climbed to the top
of Mt. Ararat to try to find Noah's ark
<aw something up there that he couldn't
ach but he didn't know just what it
as. That's about what we think Noah's
ark would look like now — LrxingTon

HeraLp.

The Urban League—'State Dept.' Of Negro Attairs

Reprinted From

N CHICAGO this fall the men

who gathered for the 41st an
nual meeting of the Mortgage
Bankers Assn. found on their con-
vention calendars an entry that
seemingly might have fitted just
as well on a social workers' agen-
da. The listing announced a general
session — one of five at the MBA
meeting — on Minority Housing
and Redevelopment; for the first
fime, a newly set-up committee on
financing for racial minorities was

Ohioans Can't
Figure GOP
"Prosperity’

By MARQUIS CHILDS

CLEVELAND

(J‘AHPAI(. NG INTENSIVELY
through Ohio to help elect a Re-
(ovember,
President Richard Nixon
hails 1954 as the most prosperous
in America’s his.
He chalks this up as part
score of the Eisenhower
stralion in its 20 months in

H
3

achieving WOKDH\U
of peace. An effective cam-
paigner who lempers his most say
age jabs with a charming smile
and a claim of strict objectivity,
the Vice President talks about 1952
when inflation and controls were a
Democratic curse on the economy.

The claim of Republican pros-
perity does not carry comple
vonviction in industrial Ohio.
There are centers. of growing un-
employment in the nine northern
counties in which industry is con-
centrated. And it is in these coun-
ties, with the heavy vote of or-
ganized labor, that the election
may be decided
MANY JOBLESS

Toledo is an example. During
the past year employment in %
major manufacturing plants in
that city dropped 30 per cent
from 73,000 to 51.000. About 10 per-
cent of the Toledo labor force has
been nnfm;du d for at least 12
months, and level is believed
1o be nearer 12 per cent today

One reason for the unemploy
ment in T is the decline of
the mn;-nmip—\: in the automo.
bile field. Kaiser-Willys is the big-
gest employer i Toledo, and
many firms there are suppliers of
parts for other independent auto
makers. Unemployment in the au
to industry is being reflected in
fields as purchasing power is
led

arly, in  Cincinnati un
vment is estimated at
p«y cent of the work force, a total
of 20000 Here, too. the explana
tion is said o be that tool and die
makers supplving the independents
d their orders sharply
Unemployment  in
is put at 30000 or

ahout six per cent of labor
force

These are not startling [1igures
Thev may, in fact as Re-

n orators intimate, the re-
of an inevitable adjustment
m a war o a peace economs
Nixon savs that unemployment to-
day is not as great as it was in
the recession of 1949 just hefore
the Korean war began But whether
or not this is a “rolftng adjusi-
ment” with the trend now
ing toward greater employment
the man who is out of a job with
his unemployment comne
henefits exhausted will not
suaded by statistics and

It sounds somewha
Nixon appeal for suppor
President when he
platform flanked by
R

on one
from
the

Ohio, John
other. Bricker

for senator
Bricker. on

snonsored the amendme ng
his name which the President vig
erausly opoosed in the tion
that it would mak b
possible for the Chiel ve
1o carry ot foreian policy as the
Constitution reauires him fo do
The amendment was defeated
cne vote — a Democra
S el
the White House abveared .
faking an  ignominio

ker likewise opposed

Business Week
to make a report lo the conven-

tion.

thig, if less than headline-
making, was a source of consider-
able satisfaction 1o a d4-year-old

t operates under
the sarnewhat ue title of the
wational Urban League. The
league which long ago cut out for
itself the job of working to better
{he social and economic conditions
of city-dwelling Negroes, could
take sizable credit for getting the
nortgage bankers to look into the
problems of minority financing in

A

crganization th

The fact that this was some
thing less than a drama-packed
achievement was only typical of
the league and its way of doing
thinge.

WAR AND STATE

The league itself likes to say
that in Negro affairs the National
rvssn for the Advancement of
Colored People is the War Dept.
he Urban League is the State
The distinction explains &
at deal, particularly why the
NAACP is so much better known,
and why s0 many people are un-
aware that the Urban L
operates in the area of Negro af-
fairs

the truth is the business-
much more likely to en-
iie league in his personal
ngs than m ever is to run
the NAA

he Urhan lvaR'Ae is a nation-
ice agency that today ha

0 local unis scattered through-
per

country. More than 90
nt of its work is with Ne-
%, and this is concentrated in

ree main areas: (1) getting
more and better jobs for Ne-
groes; 12 improving their hous-

ing conditions; and (3) bettering
r health and welfare services
community status.

\\‘arp NAACP relies on direct
ation to advance the Negro—as
ts prolonged and bitter fight
at led f0 victory in the Supreme
s school segregation deci-
ast spring—the league's tac-

study and persuasion. and

a
ils main weapon is public opinion,

One ant; onme is not

is mil

HEWING TO0 THE LINE

somewhat peaceful cloak
ihe league has worn {rom
ils start has been ‘the cause of
\ain criticism against it —
t has moved too slowly and
Just this
there was an eruption

thin its board that resulted in
tne resignation of two trustees
and the firing of its organization
secretary: the issue was the pol-
icies of the league's present exec-
utive director, Lester B. Gran-
ger, and a feeling by the two who
resigned that a more militant ap-
proach was needed.

Whether this criticism is war-
ranted — and there are many who
feel it isnt — the league has
chosen to hold with the original
concept it started out with in 1911

accomplished too little

The gist of that wasythat the
Dest way to raise the Negro's sta-
tus was through broad social and
welfare action, rather than
through agitation

From a start in a kerosene-
stuve New York office, the league
has grown to a point where today
it operates in 30 states and spends,
on the national and local levels,
ahout two million dollars a year.
It comes from gifts — from Com-
munity Chests, business, founda-
tions, individuals, and labor un-
ions. All but $275000 of it is spent
by the logal units on local projects
fcity leagues operate independent
Iy of the national organization, but
are governed by its over-all poli-
cies)

WHAT DOES LEAGUE DO*

In terms of staff, at least, the
feague still puts its biggest single
effort into the field of industrial
relations. What exactly does it do?

Julius A. Thomas, who heads the
industrial relations department
and who has been on the league’s
stalf for 30 vears, says part of it
is simply this: “We tell the busi-
nessman we think he's wrong—
economically wrong—not to hire
Negroes. Further, we tell him
we'll show him how to hire them
2nd how to make it work *

The problem that faces the more
than 15 million Negroes in the U
S. today (68 per cent of them were
still in the South in 1950, is not
one of simply getting jobs. It is
one of getting jobs outside the tra-
ditional Negro work classifications
In the South, the area of comp
tition is extremely limited;
groes are excluded from the vast
majority of jobs in light manu-
facturing, from a substantial
amount of skilled work on con-
struction, from practically all
clerical and technical jobs, and
from most professional employ-
ment.

In the North, the Negro has had
more success in moving inta
skilled manufacturing jobs, but
the doors are still closed to him
in most white-collar jobs and in
almost all supervisory and man-
agement posts

What the Urban Legue wants,
of course, is Lo open some of these
doors now and eventually to open
all of them. (Its ultimate aim is
o go out of business.) The way it
has been going about it has in-
volved two approaches.

“Twenty years ago,” Thomas
says, “we'd take a pot shot here
and there at an employer who was
diseriminating, and try to con-
vince him he was wrong. Today
we don't do that nearly so much
now we try to move against an
industry as a whole or a group
of multiplant corporations.”

Through the league’s Commerce
and Industry Council, a 17 - man
group that includes, among others,
Frank Folsom of RCA, William
Paley of CBS, Henry Luce, and
Robert W. Dowling of the City In.
vesling Co., the league has sent
out invitations for corporate con-

ve-

discuss employment

ferences
wacurew
December. for instance. it
together 15 multiplant cor-
porations with a total of 50 branch
plants in the South employing
more than 730,000 workers. All of
these corporations committed
hemselves to work with the league
toward an improvement of the
numbers and job classifications of
their Negro employes.

LOCAL FOLLOW-UP

Though management's inten:
tions may be the best, there is
sometimes a great difference be:
tween the utterance and the do
ing. Policies can be made or
broken at the plant level. The
league’s second approach, there
fore, is the féllow-up, the pres
sure at the local level to see that
what's been decided doesn't get
lost.

Once an employer decides to
bring Negroes into a new plant or
jab classification, the league works
along to see that the entrance is
smooth. It will screen out and re-
fer applicants to him, though most
of this referral now is limited to
technical or highly skilled spots.

It will brief management on the
problems to expect and how best
to avoid them. It will say, for in-
stance, that the announcement
that Negroes are to be hired
should come from the top. and
that the reasoning should be
stated on firm business grounds.
It will advise that supervisory
employes be called together, told
of the decision, and given a
chance to say their piece. What
ever they say, however, must not
be allowed fo compromise the
basic decision.

The problem of toilets is almost
sure to come up if the Negro is
the first o work in a particular
section. The league will give the

employer statistics and casehis.
tory material to spike talk aboul
high rates of disease incidence

1 the job is a white-collar spot,
and the employe a girl, it will
point out that a good place foy
her to start is the personnel de
partment, where everyone coming
in sees her.

By the time the league has [in
ished its screening and briefing,
it can usually say with assurance
that there will be no hitches in
the Negro worker's debut. But oc.
casionally
develop does,
league will move back in — as
Thomas did last week in a trip
to Indianapolis—to find the trou
ble source
HOW FAST?

At the moment, Thomas can
claim some degree of rapport
with “about 150 multiplant
porations." In many of these, how-
ever, there is little more than a
foot in the door — and what foot
there is, is only in the North. De-
spite some notable achievements
in the South—the standouts are
the International Harvester plants
in Memphis and Louisville—the
color line is still solid in most of
Southern industry. Mainly because
of that, Granger labels as “hog-
wash” the contention that ne
group in history has made the
progress that Negroes have made
within the American democratic
system

“Progress,” ger has said,
“is a matter of making gains fast
enough to take care of the situa.
tion as it is at the present time
The question is whether the
changes that have taken place in
our national racial picture have
been fast enough and large enouzh
o keep pace.” For Granger, at
least, the answer is “not half fast
enough

How They Got Along In The
Old Days — Before Bifocals

By HARRY SLOAN
In The Kansas City Star

JFIETY years ago very few peo-

ple of the rural areas bought
spectacles from “eye doctors”—
in fact, few owned spectacles.

When the farmer found diffi
culty in reading the grain and
livestock prices in his day-old
market newspaper, or his wife
coulds no longer see to thread
her needle, they bought a pair
of reading spectacles from an
itinerant peddler. The method of
selection was to try out each
pair in the peddier's case to find
which pair was best suited to
their eyes.

Although the specs (as they
called them) cost only a few
cents, the same pair was. used
by the farmer and his wife. She
could borrow them a few min-
utes to thread the needle and he

Al

could have them back
tinue his reading

Because he could not see in
the corners of the room with his
reading specs, he usually set
them down on his nose low
enough so that he could look
over the top. Youngsters in tha
home, getting noisy in their play
while father was (rying to read,
knew they must quiet down when
father looked at them with a
frown over the top of his glasses,
GRANDPA WORE TWO PAIR

Grandpa had such weak eyes
when he became old that none
of the specs he could buy from
the peddler were strong enough
for him to read small print. Hs
remedied that by wearing one
pair over another

Grandpa finally bought him.
self a pair of bifocals. He really
belicved in them, and would
show the youngsters how he
could read through the bottom
section and how he could see
fo walk with the upper section.
One day the youngsters put
krandpa’s old single lens specs
on the shelf in place of his bi-
focals. He put them on and wore
them a long while. 7] un -
sters had quite a laugh at grand.
pa \l]l(‘k\ l]l(\ slmvwd him he
& dll.r‘rmce
PREAC HPR'S TKOLBI

The preacher might put on
reading specs while reading his
text, and lay them on the pulpit
while expounding firstly, second-
Iv. thirdly and fourthly. One of
the favorite stories in the Prairie
Town community near Cameron,
Mo., was the one told by I. .1,
Garvin. The preacher had for-
gotten his specs that Sunday and
was having difficulty seeing to
vead. That was in the days be-
fore song books came into use,
The custom was for the preacher
to read a verse and the congre-
gation to sing the verse to the
one tune used for all singing

After a_few minutes of fumbe
ling through his pockets in
search of his glasses, the preache
er said.

My eyes are dim; I cannot see;
I did not bring my specs with

to cone

me.

The congregation thought that
was a verse to be used for the
morning hymn, and they sang
it, loud and strong

Quote, Unquote

achievement California expects a bountl
Bender promises e loval 1a ful har of nuts this fall.
1 That might make it difficult
& 1o keep the pr too high for
e Bl consumers, but surely a way
past vears, I Y do wish they wouldn't editorialize so much in the editorials.” will be found to do New
# radical reversal of form Orleans States.
, 3
Drew Pearsons - Haffman Refused To Be Envoy To India
Merry-Go-Round y
close personal nd of tions counsel and former vice pres- (hase, did a little quiet talking to the
DRESIDENT E Nehru and was hailed nt of the National Association of New Jersey rebels
e I masses  as Manufacturers, had peen bombarding  The asiute maneuver was engineered
Fisenhowe New Jersey voters with a y stream  primarily by Bernard Shanley of thae
f denunciation against P senatorial White House staff. who checked wilh

dia, to go hack

Unfortunately
to persuade Hoffman fo accey
lems with the Studebaker M,
he heads, plus his

Nash-Hudson aimed
auto companies
the big three.

Allen has now b

is expected to rej
as assistant secre
Eastern affairs
Note—Allen
ssible to Yugoslavia, put
Tito on an even keel
tator Tito and
different things
success in India

and

ington and will mot return to Ind
ace Henry
¥ of state for Near

was an e cellent

R t handling dic-
aesthete Nehru are two
Allen

Sudden Sulence In Jersey : Ho

» Wash.
He

Also snapping

Byroade
man who coautl
Act and who is
N: Retail
cavoy ational ail
elati wi

of Commerce.

didate Clifford Cas
s opposed to Sen

were ex-Congressman Fred

together with ex-Se
former president of the U. §.

1l because Case

Mark Trice,

secretary of the Senate, and

Carthy with ex-Gov. Walter Edge of New Jersey

at Case's heels were to see who were the chief clients of tha
Har the Selvage public relations firm. The next

hored the Tait Harlley moves were made by James Black, a
extremely close vice president of Republic Steel, who

Dry Goods Asso
n. Albert Hawke:

Chamber

friend;

goes in and out of the White House sida
door as

one of Ike'’s best anonymovs

and by Charley White, head of

Republic Steel

The rift they caused in the Repub Selvage immediate vk the hint, dee

i ® lican Party made it almost certain that cided that Republic Steel by 55 Was
a Democrat, Congressman Charles more .mn rtant than Jersey politics

Howell. would win. A is why everythir g

ever, Jim Selvage has he Jersey banks of the Dela-

neousl

ment impossible If you want to why clammed up.  Sin
c a sers are hush has setiled down over squabbling Hartley. who talked at mping into ot { using the stee
atable  Republicans in New Jerscy won't the race against Case, has departed to panies to pressure key politicians was
GOP a < round have far to go fill some speaking engage And developed by Gov, Dewey during Ike's
myrm« even though eptable to  The amswer is the Republican Steel ex-Senator Hawkes has gone on a va- nomidating race. When Gov. John Fine
Tke | Corp., whic cooperation with the cation Pennsylvania suddenly swite
rmer De atic governor  White House, pulled one of the neatest Reason: Republic
t and head of e con- bits of pressure politics witnessed in the strong in the counc
ng the war 2 sensa-  current campaign and which feeds public
2 #He became @  For over a month Jim Selvage public ness into the firm of Selvage, Lee N




