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PRIZE - WINNING EDITORIAL

(The following editorial was selec ted by North Carolina Press Association

judges as the best editorial appearing in a da
year, It appeared in The News July 29,1953,
The editorial was written by C. A

as it was then.

y newspaper in this state last
and is, we believe, as timely now
McKnight, editor of The

News, who has won the first-place award in editorial writing three out of the
past four years, His editorial, “Handw riting On The Wall”, a discussion of
three Supreme Court decisions involving the segregation issue, won in the judg.
ing of editorials written in 1950. He won the 1951 contest with the editorial,

“Hoover's Plan For America”, which com
celebrated address in which he first out lined his

Editors, The News.)

ited on ex-President Herbert Hoover's
“Fortress America” concept.

Bricker Supporters Put On Spot,
Caught With Motives Showing

S‘ N. WILLIAM KNOWLAND'S compro-
W) mise version of Sen. Bricker'’s pro-
posed amendment has caught the Ohio
senator and his backers with their mo-
tives showing.

All along, Bricker and his supporters
have been trying to convince the Ameri-
can people that suddenly, after these 164
vears since the U. S. Constitution was
formally declared ir effect, the treaty-
making process has become supercharged
with danger. The Brickerites have in-
sisted that treaties are “the supreme law
of the land” taking that phrase out of
context to suit their purposes. And they

have argued that the Areaty- -making pro-

cedure threatens to take away from us
those liberties guaranteed by the Bill of
Rights.

With the backing of President Eisen-
hower, Sen. Knowland worked out an
amendment which would accomplish the
stated purposes of the Bricker amend-
ment. There are several key sections in
Knowland's version

e

.
ECTION 1: “A provision of a treaty or
other international agreement which
conflicts with the Constitution shall not
be of any force or effect. The judicial
power of the United States shall extend
to all cases, in law of equity, in which
it is claimed that the conflict described
in this amendment is present.”

This section is not needed, because no
reaty can take precedence over the
Constitution. But it would do no harm,
since it specifically expresses what is
implicit in the Constitution, and what
the Supreme Court has already said on
this subject. Hence, it should satisfy
those Bricker backers who fear the Con-
stitution is in grave jeopardy.

Section “When the Senate consents
to the ratification of a treaty, the vote
shall be determined by yeas and nays,
and the names of the persons voting for
and against shall be entered on the
journal of the Senate.”

Although Sen. Bricker had not in-
cluded this section in his proposal, it
nonetheless would serve to auiet the
avoprehension of those who fear that
unwise treaties might be pushed through
the Senate when a small number of
Senators are present and when voting
is by voice. The change, however, conld
he effected simply by amending the
Senate rules.

Section 3: “When the Senate so pro-
vides in its consent to ratification, a
freaty shall become effective as internal
law in the United States only through
the enactment of appropriate legislation
by the Congress.”

This would provide, in effect, that the
Senate can attach reservations to treaties,
a power it already has and one which

it has already exercised on many occa-
sions. But the Knowland version is bet-
et worded than Bricker's equivalent
Section 2 which said:

“A treaty shall become effective as
international law in the United States
only through legislation which would be
valid in the absence of treaty.”

In endorsing the Knowland compro-
mise amendment, President Eisenhower
said it was his belief “that the reassur-
ances contained in the Knowland amend
ment meet all legitimate demands that
have been made in this field of foreign
relations.”

But Sen. Bricker refused fo agree to
the compromise, and announced he
would “slug it out” with administration
leaders on the Senate floor.

In trying to understand Bricker's
stubborn opposition to the reasonable
Knowland amendment, it must be recalled
that the compromise does not include
Bricker's controversial Section 3 which

Congress shall have power to regulate
all executive and other agreements with
any other foreign power or international
organization. All such agreements shall
be subject to the limitations imposed on
treaties by this article.”

This is the heart of the Bricker amend.
ment. All the talk about undermining
the Constitution is just so much window-
dressing. By this section, Bricker and
his fearful, isolationist supporters hope
to rob the executive branch of its con-
stitutional treaty-making power so they
can emasculate the United Nations or
any other effort to work out a system
of world peace based upon law and
Justice.
5 shiNe

RESIDENT EISENHOWER set him-

self squarely against this move. “1
am unalterably opposed,” he said, “to
any amendment which would change
our traditional treaty-making power or
which would hamper the President in
his  Constitutional authority to con-
duct foreign affairs. Today, probably
as never before in our history, it is
essential that our country be able effec-
tively 1o enter into agreements with
other nations.”

The President is profoundly right. The
Knowland ~amendment answers the
main demands of Sen. Bricker, without
hamering or hamstringing the executive
in the conduet of his sworn duties. If
Pricker were sincerely concerned over
the Constitution only. he would accept
the Knowland amendment. His refusal
to do so indicates that he and his sup-
porters are really interested in with-
drawing from world affairs into the:
thoroughly-discredited isolationism of the
past

Whimsical Boffs, Hoorawrious Hahas

NEWSPAPER syndicate is really
letting itself in for something. It's
trying to correct an error made by car
toonists whose strips it sells
The letter received in the office reads:

“BEG PARDON. In his current episode
of Terty and The Pirates, artist George
Wunder has committed a geographical
error.

“His heroes and heroines are seeking
the safety of Hong Kong, the British
colony, through the Red Chinese -barrier
which supposedly separates the colony
from Kowloon,

“Actually Kowloon is a part of the col-
ony and has never been under Commu-
nist control. It is separated from the
island of Hong Kong by a narrow straight
which can be crossed by ferry in a few
‘minutes

From The Lumberton Robesonian

Well, now, if they are going to cor-
rect errors, how about the aeronautical
error committed by Terry and his
buddy Hot-Shot? A few months back
they left the pilot's compartment of
their C-47 unattended (and even with
automatic pilots that's a cardinal sin)
while they hassled with the AWOL WAC
who had stowed away.

Syndicates and readers would be well-
advised to ponder the observation of
Pogo's friend, ole fox, when he was
giving the blindfold test of comical
books to the swamp folks

Comics, he said, abound in “whimsi.
cal boffs and hoorawrious haha”. That's
enough for us. To heck with the geog-
raphy lessons.

PERSISTENT INDUSTRY

WHATEVE!! else might be said about
Robeson County moonshiners, they
can at least take credit for persistence.
‘The latest report by Sheriff M. G. Me-
Leod lists 84 stills destroyed in Decem-
ber. .

Stills captured in Robeson usually
average more than two a day, and in the
busy winter months, like December, close
1o three a day. As discouraging as this
must be to moonshiners, other stills are
set up to replace those destroyed, and
the business of moonshining and boot-
keeps going on.
aside from whatever else might

#ald about the moonshine business, it
ha noted that this kind of per-

E*;E

success in

]

‘contribute to

some other kind of activity. A legitimate
industry in Robeson County, with peak
employment during the winter months
when farming is virtually at a standstill,
might prove a boon to bootleggers as
weoll as to more conventional citizens, by
offering them more dependable employ-
ment than they now have.

“An idle hour is gone forever,” de-
clares a sermonizer. Yes and a busy hour
is also gone forever. They all go.—Bmis-
1oL (Tenw.) Herauo CoURIER.

People joke about paying income taxes
the way they joke about going to the
dentist. It is only theoretically funny.—
Kmvespont (Teww.) Tives.

'Any Agreements Yet With Russia Or Bricker?’

Congress May Leqalize Practice

FERRLOeK,
WASHEYEN FOST Cm

The Wire Tapping Issue

By CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY

WASHINGTON

ACED with both the need to
deal with the Communist
conspiracy and the desire to pre-
serve constitutional ~guarantees
against invasion of privacy, Con-
gress soon may decide whether
wire tapping should be legalized.
Rep. Kenneth B. Kealing (R-
N. Y., last year won House
judiciary subcommittee approval
of his bill to authorize wire tap-
ping in “‘national security” cases,
with the permission of a federal
judge. Keating forecast “posi-
tive" active by the full Judiciary
Committee, and by the House.

Another  approach is
sented in a bill sponsored by
Judiciary Committee Chairman
Chauncey W. Reed (R.IlL). It
would legalize wire tapping upon
approval of the attorney general.
BROWNELL FOR REVISION

Attorney General Herbert
Brownell Jr., in 1933 testimony
before the Senate internal se-
curity subcommittee, asked Con-
gress Lo approve the use of
wire-tapped evidence in federal
courts. He complained that gov-
ernment  cases against alleged
espionage agents had been ham-
pered by court refusal to ac-
cept evidence obtained through
wire tapping or from tap “leads.”
He later recommended Lo Pres-
ident Eisenhower that the ad-
‘ministration request for wire tape
ping law revision be broadened
to permit its use against gam-
blers and racketeers.

Sens, Pat McCarran (D-Nev.»
and Estes Kefauver. (D-Tenn.),
Judiciary Committee members,
both attacked the Brownell pro-
posals. McCarran said Jan. 7
they were among “the most dan-
gerous things to American free-
dom sed in a long time.
Kefauver, the same day de-
scribed it as ‘“peeping Tom™
legislation.

But Chairman Homer Fergu-
son (R-Mich.), of the GOP Sen-
ate Policy Committee predicted
Congress would vote to legalize
wire tapping for national securi-
ty reasons and “‘with the proper
safeguards.”

Americans for Democratic Ac-
tion in 1953 favored legislation to
permit wire tapping, within lim-
itations. It called the practice “a
serious infringement of civil lib-

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

N WASHINGTON, where dir:

ing out is one of the major
industries, some dinner parties
are held with a purpose. some
are not. Possibly one in the for-
‘mer category was held the other
day by the former president of
the U. S. Chamber of Commerce,
Eric Johnston, in honor of the
head of the world's largest labor
union, teamster Dave Beck.

The dinner came simultaneous-
1y with Beck’s loan of one million
dollars to the bxlgetl trailer com-
pany, Fruehauf, and his offer of
another five million dollars to
New York trucking firms to in-
stall modern equipment aiong the
New York waterfront,

Those who attended the small
and very pleasant dinner, and
those who have watched Beck’s
operations with private business
wonder if this inaugurates a new
era of business-labor cooperation.
Others who know Beck well say
thal, even as teamsters' boss of
the Northwest, he believed in em-

ren, who knew Beck back in Cal-
Hornia; Secretary of HellmInd

repre '

erties” to be permitted only on
approval of a federal jud
American Civil “iberties Union,
though opposed to wire tapping,
testified it preferred the Keating
bill as “containing the most safe-
guards."
PRESENT LAW

Section 605 of the Federal Com-
munications  Act (1934 states:
person, not being authorized
by the sender, shall intercept any
communication . . and divulge (it)

. to any person.” Violators
are subject to two yerrs' ime
prisonment or a $10,000 {ine, or
both. No one has been convicted
of wire tapping under Section 605,
but many convicted of crimes
through the use of tapped evi-
dence have won reversals on ap-
peal.

Some estimates place the cost
of wire taoping at §700 a week.
That includes hiring a profession-
al wire tapper, seldom at less
than $50 a day, plus such ex-
penses as renting a “plant” and
bribing janitors. Wire tapping ma-

chines cost anywhere from $4.85
to $960. One good enough for
sells for about

most  purposes
250.

In New York, where tapping is
legal and tapped evidence is ad-
missible in state courts, the City
Police Department and the Coun-
ty District Attorney share the
services of professional wire tap-
pers who install and remove taps.
About 200 New York City police
monitor the taps.

Other wire Lapperl work for
private individuals, who want ev-
erything from information on
straying mates to advance finan-
cial reports.

PROS AND CONS

Since a case developed in New
York City in 1895, the legality and
propriety of the practice has been
debated.

On one hand are constitutional
guarantees against illegal search
and protecting the right to priva-
cy. On the other is the nced for
policing agencies to utilize tech-
nological advances also avail-
able to criminals.

Before generalized use of the
telephone, police could shadow
criminals by following them. Po-
lice argue that now, when a crim-
inal enters a telephone booth, he
substitutes this for

contact — and the pelice should

personal

be allowed to “shadow”
in this way

Opponents of legalized wire tap-
ping warn that it may he a step
toward a “Nineteen Eighty-Four"
America. They say the day may
come when governm e n tcon-
trolled electronic devices will pry
into the personal lives of every
one, searching for possible infrac.
tions of the law.

The Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation and the military intelli-
gence services regularly use wire
tapping although it is a felony
under Section 605 of the Federal
Communications Act of 1934 to
reveal information so obtained

Convictions involving evidence
obtained by wire tapping have
been set on appeal to high-
er courts.

COURT RULINGS

In 1037, the Supreme Court
held done vs. U. 8.) that Sec-
tion 605 applied to federal agents'
use of wire tapping and reversed
the liquor-smuggling conviction of
defendants accused on the
is of wire tapping evidence.

The high court in 199 decided,
in separate cases, that Section
605 applied to evidence oblained
from wire tapping “lcadl!
trastate telephone cony
and evidence used when penms-
sion of the sender was granted
after the tap was made.

But in 1942 the court ruled that
a person not involved in a wire
tap could mnot object fo use of
the information obtained.

Wire tapping made headlines in
1950 when Washington, D. C., Po-
lice Lt Joseph Shimon admitted
that in 1947 and 1948 he had
aircraft  manufacturer
Howard Hughes” phone.

The Department of Justice and
its FBI are known to have used
wire tapping to help solve kid-
napping, extortion, and other se-
rious crimes, including espio-
nage. However, the conviction of
Judith Coplon, found guilty of con-
spiracy o take xuvernment docu-
ments, was set aside in 1950 be-
cause it rested on evidence and
leads obtained by wire tapping.

The opinion of U, S. Circuit
Court of Appeals Judge Learned
Hand in the Coplon case said,
“Wire tapping is forbidden by
statute A evidence (s0)
nbwned mw not ln used against

persons

Manion May Have Orated
Himself Out Of His Job

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON
A‘CUI\DING o the most re-
ponsible  White House au-
thorities, the President has de-
cided to ask Dr. Clarence Manion
{0 resign the chalrmanship of the
special presidential commission
on Inter-Governmental Relations.
Dr. Manion is to be fired for
cause, the cause being his persist-
ent, virulent attacks on all op-
ponents of the Bricker amend-
ment, who of course include the
President himself.

Maybe the President, who tends
to be remarkably soft about such
matters, will be persuaded to
change his mind by the group of
White House advisers who habit-
ually advocate softness. If Man-
fon is fired, it will be just lbmll
the first time that Dwight D. E
enhower has followed the old w—
litical rule, “You can't just pre-
tend not to notice when they spit
in your face."

On the other hand, although the
foquacious Dr. Manion is not an
especially important figure, the
reasons for cracking down on him
are extremely important

The [acts may be briefly stated.
Manion is an ex-Democrat and
ex-dean of the Notre Dame Law
School, who is now a professional
orator before extreme right-wing
Republican audiences. His pres.
ent political views would make
Sen. Bricker himself seem a So.
cialist by contrast. Manion was
chosen to head the President's
Commission on Inter-Governmen-
tal Relationships to appease the
Republican right wing. The sub-
ject of the commission is the
proper spheres of action of the
federal and state governments—
one of the main points at issue
in the Bricker amendment fight.

‘Thus Dr. Manion 1s invariably
introduced to his well-stuffed au-
diences as the President's chosen
expert in this vital field. He then
bursts into venomous denuncia-
tion of every member of Con-
gress who supports the Pres-

ident’s stand, According to Dr.
Manion himself, this peculipr com-
edy has been saled In every
state of the unios

The President has said that he
is |n|n¢ right down the line to

the Bricker amendment
rumlng this crucial issue to the
finish fs in character with the
powerful exeecutive leader:
ship which the President has been
displaying since the congression.
al gtssion opened. But you do not
#0 down lhl line in politics, when
you let your friends and support-
ers be publicly under-cut by your
own appointees, masquerading as
your own chosen experts.

Hence the pro-Elsenhower sene
alors, Democratic as well as Re.
publican, regard this Manion
case as a sort case for
those who want to stand and
fight for the White House posi«
tion. These pro-Elsenhower sen-
alors are naturally wary.

Last winter, after all, the Pres.
ident told the Democratic lead-
ers that he had corrected the
Siate Department draft of the
Yalta resolution with his own
hand. He asked for their support
and got it. But when the right
wing Republicans spoke up, the
President abandoned his  own
handiwork. And again last year,
Sen. Wiley of Wisconsin  cour-
ageously denounced this same
Bricker amendment the President
is now going down the lipe to

beat. But at his next press con
ference, Eisenhower pulled the
rug out from under Wiley 0
briskly that you could almest

hear the senator's nose squash-
ing on the floor.

If the President earries through
on his decision to fire Manion,
it will dispel the doubts that were
instilled in the period when Ei-
senhower was learning the  polic
tieal game. Eisenhower's cone
gressional support will be great-
ly strengthened. But the Republi.
can_ rightwingers will howl with
rage.

Even The Barbers Down
Under Have Not Changed

By ROBERT C. RUARK

MELBOURNE, Australia

T WAS just like you hoped it

would be, but 1 was afraid it
wouldn't be. Nine years had
melted away In the bright sum-
mer sun—because you remem-
ber, you Yanks, it's summer
here now while it may be snow-
ing where you are, and the girls
are brave in their bright summer
dresses, You guys remember
what it was like when you first
hove into Townsville or Brisbane
or Sydney or Perth or Melbourne
or Adelaide. What you expected
was largely nothing but sheep and
kangaroos and people chasing
same, You were unprepared for
what you found, which was civil-
fzation on rather a gentle scale,
and a vast kindness, and a hos-
pitality that I believe is un-
matched anyplace in the world
except maybe Texas,

You did not really espect to
see broad streets with trams, and
flowers blooming brightly every-
where you looked, and women
wearing shoes and stockings. You
did not expect to find the best
beer in the world—and 1 still say
that Melbourne Bitter is better
than the Sydney stuff, and better
than Cascade from Tasmania
All you had heard about from a
distance was that here is where
they raised sheep and had some-
thing called styke and eigs for

break(ast.
COME ON 'OME, MYTE

But not 10 minutes after you
disembarked some stranger in a
bar—and the bar closing hours
are still barbarous—said; “Come
on 'ome with me, myte." And y
went along, highly suspicious.
‘The suspicion didn't last long.
You met Mum and you met Dad
and you met Ron and Pat and
Sheila and Peggy, and before the
weekend was over youhad your.
sell a family, Dad broke out the
last bottle of precious grog and
in no time at all you were that
wonderful thing called welcome,
‘The families are mostly intact,
s you remember them, Four
years ago things seemed a Im.lz
nervous unsettled out
and the air didn't smell lh‘nm!
Now it does, with a new spiciness

E

based on the fact that the coun-
try's got its old bounce back, in
many ways. And, filling up again
with migrants from all over the
world, it seems to have regained
the peculiar character it owned
when the Yanks invaded 1t like
a scourge of locusts.

Since this is a story only for
the men who came here and left
a piece of their hearts in the
place, maybe you would like to
lmuw what 1 did when I got off

the boat. I went smack off to the
Hotel Australia and had a beer
with the same barmald you re-
member, the nice old girl down
at the end of the bar.

We went out and tied one on at
Claridge's, which looked the
same, and the Sydney oysters
tasted just like you remember,
and the gal who was singing used
to sing at the Embassy. She
looked the same. We sat up most
gllnuht uk:ln;)about how it was
efore, and the conversation
hadn't. vari

We went and saw Jean, who
looked like Jean, but she has
added a couple of babies to the
family since. And we rode out to
Saint Kilda toward Brighton and
that was as' usual, with the mem-
orial on the left and the King's
Dornain brilliant in bloom, Little
Louuls Street is still behind Col+
lins, and the only difference is
that there are a great many more
cars buzzing about.

n we went out to Caulfield,
which is a race track, if you
don’t remember, where all my
horses ran badly. They ran the
same this time. They gave me
information, and more informa-
tion, and 1 managed to talk my-
lu!f out of the winners, as mu~

And when 1 was tearing
the tickets  which my !lvorlla
bookle writes in a kind of Chi-
nese, and going home through the

get a haircut, aod looked in the
mirror, T knew 1 was right. You
n call me cobber for quite a

Teamsters Loun Funds ToManagement

Welfare Oveta Hobby; Sens. Mag-
nuson and Jackson of Beck's home
state, Washington: Congressman
Jack Shelley of San Francisco, a
member of the Teamsters Union;
most of the congressmen from
Washington, together with Cali-
fornja Congressmen Chet Holifield
and George Miller.

anhlng was said ot the dinner
about politics, But after dinner
and just before Johnston showed
his guests an English film, “Cap-
tain's Pl):;aﬂlu"‘ he made a lit-

agree,” he

he was committed to s
Wallgren, and so natur

me.

“But though we have differed,
1 consider Mr. Beck a fine Amer-
ican who is working for the best
interests of his country. If every
one else knew Dave Beck as |
do they would have the same ad-
mlrllhrl for his honor and his
onesty.

he op-

e
Gnﬂu who listened to this trib-
-president

from the ex-
U' 5 Chlmber of
called another teamsters’ dllmer

at the Statler Hotel when many
business Ieuierl l«red at the
all-out tea given to
Franklin Rm!wlll And mdlv
after the Eric Johnston dinner,
Ruests picked up the paper to see
that the same Teamsters Union
had loaned one million to Frue-
hauf trailers and offered another
five million to New York truck-
ing firms.

Remarked one guest: *Moscow
would never believe it, even if
Malenkov was here to see it in
person.”

o Dirksen Boycott

It was meant for GOP ears
, but Tlinois* suave, savvy
Scn Everett Dirksen has urged
Republican senators to boycott
the television program of their
former colleague, ex-Sen, Blair
Michigan.

didate against white-maned Sen.
Homer Ferguson in Mi and
t want Republicans to help

lln Moody by appearing on

bis television program. So, be-
hind the closed doors of the Sen-
ate Committee, he told
Republican colleagues that
MM(I program s “slanted,”

and urged them to huyum it. New

it every year until it passes.
Tngid

Jersey's professori nlmhuut\bomd
Smith umpd up lv catures of the
agree. He had appeared on the nrlcker nmendmem were not
program once, he complained, by Bricker by Utal's

and felt that Moody had pep-
pered him with a lot of tough
qned.h\u

-Despite Dirksen’s plea,
nmhllwu continue appearing

regularly on Moody ~ show,
They state that Moody, who cov-
Washington politics for The

ics
Detroit News for 20 years so ob-
)mmdy Hun-umknnho

one of
ﬂu lllnil Imﬂfllanul televi-
sion.

Washington Whirl

Kansas' modest Sen. Frank

Clrhon the President’s favorite,

ived personal birthday mes-

uln last week from both Tke

and Mamie. But the one that de-
lighted him the

White, has -mun nh‘i
told llory of the late Sen. Taft's
life. It is a brilliant piece
porting, soon (o be in
book form as “The m,"
Ever since Taft's death; his Old
Guard followers have
ing iner

are
content. They




