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Woul& VFW Sleuths Recognize A Red?

NY CITIZEN has not only the right

but the duty to report to proper
government authority, which is the FBI,
any activity which he believes to be
subversive. Information which is thus
turned over to the FBI, however, may
be of little or no value. This is so be-
cause:

(1) There is not nearly so much sub-
versive activity going on in this fine
uid republic as we have been led to be-
lieve;

(2) Those who engage it are smart
enough to fool most everyone except
skilled investigators; and

(3) Many people don't know what sub-
version is. They read dark motives into
advovacy of worthwhile changes which
Communists also endorse, or expressions
of minority opinions. Here in the South,
for example, a strong advocate of union
organization or racial integration stands
a good chance of being adorned with
a “Red" label.

Unfortunately, some persons and
groups abuse the right and duty to re-
port subversive activity. In so doing
they create a danger which may be
greater than the danger of internal sub-
version presently is, They are the ones
who set themselves up as arbiters of
what they term “Americanism”, then do
their own unprofessional spying on their
neighbors.

The Veterans of Foreign Wars fre-
quently provides good examples of this
kind of abuse. “New fronts,” it declared
recently in a national memorandum,
“are hiding many old characters in cities
across the nation. The VFW American-
ism Department tries to keep tab on
them.”

Carrying through this idea, a Nor-

walk, Conn, VFW post disclosed this
week that it has sent the FBI the names
and addresses of Norwalk citizens whose
records and activities the post considers
communistic, A secret committee worked
on the list for months, then made a
full report to the membership.

The Norwalk VFW action goes beyond
what is required by good citizenship and
becomes instead a dangerous devisive
force in the community. Instead of
merely reporting to the FBI, which is
professionally qualified to investigate
and which keeps its own counsel, the
veterans investigated, evaluated and
told each other about those meighbors
who were deemed lacking in patriotism.

Furthermore, many of the VFW junior
G-men probably would not recognize a
Communist if they saw one. The VFW
Americanism Department, in its publica-
tion entitled “How To Spot Pro-Com-
munists,” says that while “more than a
single statement or other evidence gen-
erally is necessary to determine that a
person or organization is advocating the
Communist ‘party line, watch for these
indications:

“ . . Using such words as ‘prole
tariat’ and ‘bourgeois’.” (The word is
then spelled out phonetically, “boorz
hwa,” so the Hawkshaws will be sure how
the bad word sounds).

Also suspect are people who declare
that “U. S. foreign policies are not de-
signed for world peace” (many Repub-
licans were in that category during the
'52 election) and those who describe
“Wall Street as governing the United
States”. (Many politicians get reelected
regularly with that line)

The country would be better off if the
ardent vets stuck to veteran affairs.

Parking Problem Must Be Faced

HERE are various ways of providing
\I a city with sufficient, adequate off-
street parking facilities. So far Charlotte
has constantly refrained from trying any
of them, despite the expert advice of
Traffic Engineer Herman Hoose.

Yesterday Mr. Hoose, at the City
Planning Board's request, made detailed
recommendations for solving the prob-
lem.

Mr. Hoose would have the eity buy a
number of existing lots in midtown areas,
so these lots won't be eventually used
for non-parking purposes, thus increas-
ing the parking shortage where it is
most acute,

He would have the city construct facili-

ties for ramp or deck parking.

And he wants areas to be set aside for
parking facilities in parts of the city
where new businesses are going in.

Practically every other sizable city
tackled the offstreet parking problem
long ago. These cities were compelled to
act by the realization that if they did not
do so their midtown sections would stag
nate, and their suburbs would soon
develop in the same pattern,

Continued failure to face up to the
problem and act on it will mean less busi-
ness for merchants, depreciation of
downtown property values as business
moves to the suburbs, Congestion there
will merely be postponed unless Chare
lotte plans for its future.

Two Ways To Save On Coffee

T IS TOO BAD that those scientists who.
deal with coffee have not been as in-
genious as those who deal with butter
andsits substitute, We once heard a Min-
nesota creamery operator compliment
and ask for more of the oleo he thought
1o be real butter. This month some Cana-
dian scientists announced that they have
figured out how to keep butter indefi-
nitely, without refrigeration. Secretary
of Agriculture Benson probably has them
on his payroll by now. But no one has
succeeded in making chicory taste like
anything but chicory, nor of converting
abundant butter into scarce coffee.
There is now a coffee shortage for the
simple reason that supply is down, be-
cause the drought and the bugs hit Bra-
zilian coffee plantations last year, and
the demand is up, because many people,
particularly Americans, want more coffee
than they used to. American consump-

From The Wall Street Journal

tion now stands at about 14 pounds per
year for each of the 160 million persons
in this country. At the turn of the cen-
tury, per capita consumption was only
about 9 pounds.

The prospect for an increase in coffee
supply is not too good, because a cold
snap in Brazil has damaged this year's
crop, This leaves economical housewives
with two alternatives, neither entirely
satisfactory.

They can do what residents of remote
areas do when the coffee supply gets
short—keep the old grounds and add
just one spoonful of coffee for each new
pot. There is a double saving here. The
grounds go further and only the hardiest
souls will ask for a second cup. Or they
can simply do without coffee, If a mil-
lion housewives chose that course, we'll
betcha the price would quit climbing
promptly.

SUGGESTIONS FOR INVENTORS

\HE OTHER DAY this newspaper
1A recorded the news of an exhibition
of articles which had been invented to
serve multiple purposes.

There was a bed blanket which could
also be used as a beach robe or a house
coat. Also there was a necktie which
had a pocket to be zipped open or shut
and a gravy ladle which not only was
able to select thin or thick gravy but
which could be used as a flower holder
when not ladling gravy.

In the first place we are glad that all
of this came to light after Christmas
and not before. Otherwise someone would
have given us one of these articles as a
gift.

We were once presented with one of
these adjustable golf clubs. It can be
used as a long distance iron and then
with a few simple turns it becomes an
instrument for getting. the ball out of
a sand trap. We made the error of tak-
ing it to the golf course for purely
experimental purpose and for weeks
thereafter all the caddies treated us

coldly.

However, if there are people—and
apparently there are—who insist on
thinking up double purpose gadgets
there are several assignments they
could undertake. >

For instance, there seems to us to be
room for an alarm clock which after

ringing would turn around and denounce
itself in terms both scathing and un-
sparing. This would save people the trou-
ble of growling at the clock and improve
matutinal tempers.

Also there might be a market for a
desk which when it became a resting
place for feet would activate a gadget
which would shine shoes. The world has
been deprived of some deathless prose
because the thinking position of writers
has been disturbed by someone who
came along to take care of the shoes.

And since scientists are making ma-
chines that think and translate Russian,
why not a typewriter which would auto-
matically correct grammar? This would
spare us the embarrassment of having
Mr. Partridge, an erudite copy editor of
this newspaper, point out that we had
mu:led a plural subject with a singular
verb,

Mysterious nature item says that bees
and houseflies cannot enjoy movies.
Either this is because of some peculiarity
in their eyes or they've read the book —
Frorma Times-Usiow.

Ham without eggs is possible, also
corned beef without cabbage, but has
anybody ever seen a safety zone on a
rainy day without an adjacent puddle?’—
Coumsia (8. C.) State.
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“It’s the only way he gets to see Charlie Chaplin anymore."

People’s Platform

Letters should be brief. The writer's name and address must be given, but may be withheld from
publication in the discretion of the Editor s, The News reserves the right to condense,

St. Louis Succeeded
In Controlling Smoke

Charlofte
Editors, The News:

T WAS with interest and de-

light that I read Vic Reine-
mer’s article in Tuesday's News
on smoke abatement.

1f and when the city officials
become interested in elimina-
ting the smoke menace, they
would do well to take advice
from the city of St. Louis.

From '44 to 47, 1 know, St.
Louis didn't have a smoke prob-
lem. During that time the New
York Central, Nickel Plate, Mis-
souri Pacific, B&O0, Southern,
and L&N railroads, just to men-
tion a few, were using coal. As
you know, St. Louis is the sec-
ond largest rail center in the
nation, and has of course many
industries—but it doesn't have
smoke.

One citizen told me that in-
habitants were required to use
a certain type of coal, which is
chemically ~ treated. Some cit-
izens said sale of this coal was
a racket, But the objective,
smoke abatement, was accom-
plished.

—JAMES J. YOUNG

A States Righter
Can’t Be Forced

Editors, The News:
Cheraw, §. C.

0 THOSE people who are

championing the cause of
the white and Negro races in our
schools 1 wish to express
my opinion that I am in sym-
pathy with all people regardiess
of who they are. Yet I believe
it should not be forced on any
one by law to associate or wel
come in their homes, churches,
or schools anyone who they do
not desire to associate with.
Where is the freedom of the
individual if we are going to
legislate laws to force a person
to mingle with whom they do
not choose?

Our Negro race should not
demand anything that will deter
the advance they have made in
the last decade.

Our states are doing every-
thing they can to improve their
standards of education and liv-
ing conditions and good school
buildings. They have to realize
that it will take time for this.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round
SOMEWHERE IN CANADA

GOR GOUZENKO is an ani-

mated, sometimes jumpy little
bundle of nerves who the
courage to go to the Soviet
embassy in Ottawa, walk past
the NKVD guards, enter the
barred door of the secret code
room, and carefully stuff into his
shirt 109 documents revealing
the No. 1 development of the post-
war world—namely, that Russia
had stolen the secret of the atom
bomb.

It was hot on that September
evening of 1M45 just afier Hiro-
shima, and beads of perspiration
trickled down Gouzenko's shirt
as he carried the 109 documents
to The Ottawa Journal, then to
the minister of justice, then to
the ~naturalization office, then
back to make the over
again. But no one would believe,
at first, that a Soviet spy ring
had stolen the most priceless se-
cret known to the allies.

“'This story is too big for us"
they said, "“We can't say any-
thing bad about Joe Stalin."

For a good part of two days

Do they realize that we here in
the South have done a go
part by them? Don't you have
your nice homes, churches, and
nice schools being built and con-
ditioned for your use?

1 will agree with other mil-
lions of southern people that
you are entitled to these things,
§0 let me advise you, as a south-
ern friend, not io destroy your
road of progress as some of
your would-be friends would
have you to believe that we are
cpposed to you and your welfare
as citizens.” You trust the ones
you know. And the others, tell
them to keep their noses in
Washington, for lots of people
already have made up their
minds what they are going to do
regardless of what the Court
rules on. We of the South can
be led, but not forced to give
up our states rights.

—J. A GRAHAM

Make Voting Age
25 Instead OFf 18

Great Falls, S. C.
Editors, The News:

T is reasonable to assume that

if young people are fit to fight
wars, they should be privileged
to vote in elections, which may
seem proper on the surface, but
in reality it would be poor judg-
ment.

‘When young people are se-
Tected for the armed forces, their
selection is not made because of
their intelligence, but only be-
cause of their physical fitness.
The greatest number of them
did not even graduate from pub-

lic school. Many have not grad-
uated, but just made a few
classes in high school and very
few in last terms of high school.

The greatest number of these
voung people did not reach ma-
turity and naturally know too
little or nothing about, politics.
They even have very little
knowledge of current events and
less than that about foreign af-
fairs, except perhaps a small
number of them and those who
have been in the armed services
for a few years, it would there-
fore be wrong to impose on them
a responsibility that they don't
understand and could not use to
fulfill their duties properly.

It my suggestion were con-
sidered 1 would propose to
change the voting age to 25 in-
stead of 21, because very few
reach maturity before 25. The
only exception 1 would suggest
is that those who served in the
armed services for about two
years and were honorably dis-
charged. They should be privi-
leged to vote no matter at what
age, because being in the service
causes them to become mature
and more able to use good judg-
ment in selecting proper repre-
sentatives.

We well know that the ma-
jority of the present voters don’t
know of their own knowledge
what the candidates, whom they
need to vote for, stand for, but
vote for them because of certain
influences. Yet these people are
supposed to be mature. So how
can we expect 18-year-old young-
sters to know how to vote?

—HENRY KAYE

Congressional Quiz

By CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY

Q—Does the term “senior sen-
ator” refer to age or length of
service?

A — The words “senior” and
“junior” as applied to senators
refer to length of continuous serv-
ice. A senior senator may be
younger or older than his junior
colleague, Since seniority is im-
portant in the Semate, a state's
senfor senator is more likely to
hold the committee posts he pre-
fers and to rank high on his com-
mittees (which means he is closer

to committee chairmanships or
a position as ranking member.)
Provided they are'both members
of the party controlling the pres-

lency, senior of a states’ two
senators could normally expect a
greater voice in patronage. Ac-
tually, a junior senator sometimes
ranks well in Senate seniority,
Sen. Richard B, Russell (D-Ga),
in the Senate since 1983, is the
Peach State's junior senator, but
is ranking minority member (and
a former chairman) of the Armed

s Commitiee.

L CAB Decision A Tailwind

For American Airlines

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON
ECAUSE OF The power it
axerts over a rapidly growing
segment of the nation's economy
the Civil Aeronautics Board has
long been the center of political
pressure from many directions
And those pressures have pro-
duced some surprising resuls.
But what happened the other
day startled the industry and even
some members of the board,
hardened as they have become
to_seeing plums picked off the
politieal-regulatory  tree. Contra:
v to every precedent, American
Airlines, the giant of the air in-
dustry, was granted an exemp-
tion to start m non-stop service
from New York to Mexico City.
The board found this was essen-
tial “to protect the national inter-
est" because a foreign line, Air
France, was starting such a non-
stop service
PAN-AM DISTURBED
Pan-American Airways has long
sought a route to Mexico City, in
collaboration with Chicago and
Southern, that would compete
with American's exclusive serv-
jce, Pan-American officials were
therefore particularly disturbed
by the unprecedented action of a
three-man majority In awarding
the new route to American. The
majority decision of Chairman
Chan Gurney, Oswald Ryan, a
member of the board since its
inception, and the new member,
Harmar D. Denny, drew two siz-
2ling dissents from the minority,
Josh Lee and Joseph P. Adams.
Adams said that he could not
subscribe “to such precipitate ac-
tion cutting across all procedur-
al rules of this board when it
gives no consideration to the ex-
isting rights of other American
carriers in the contest for a New
York City « Mexico City roge.”

Lee, former senator from COfla-
homa, went much further! in
his_dissent

He said that the request for the
new route was first presented on
Jan. 20 with a letter from Ameri-
can asking for “‘confidential treat-
ment.” Thereafter events moved
with a speed amazing in contrast
to the ordinary processes of bu-
rearucracy.
After a wrangle inside the
board the request for secrecy
was denied. The petition for the
 route was returned to the air-
line with finstructions that any
portions which American wished
to keep confidential should be de-
leted and the petition returned
At 8:52 am. on January 21 the
application was again filed with
the board. Eight minutes later
the board convened and by a
three to two vote approved the
request, adjourning at 9:40.

“I must vigorously object,”

Molotov Lives
Name

Lee wrole i a statement he said
was not a formal duluml :;::
he had not had time to pr
one, “to the unprecedented and
drastic action of the majority
which disregards the legal re-
quirements of the Civil Aeronau-
ties Act, circumvents the Presi-
dent of the United States and de-
nies other air carriers due pro-
coss of law — all for the purpose
of protecting the monopoly of
American Airlines to Mexico.
Lee pointed out that the Su-
preme Court has held that deci-
slons of the board involving au
thorization of overseas and for-
eign air transportation have on
Iy the force of a recommendation,
with final approval coming from
the President. Pointing out that
the bonrd had been frequently
asked to shorteut requirements
of notice and hearings set forth n
the Civil Aeronautics Act and
had each time refused, Lee

wrole:

“In my judgment, the major-
ity's action in this case violates
the rights of notice and hearings
which is the very foundation of
justice. With no_ national emer-
gency and actually with no ma-
tional interest at stake, the man-
ner in which this exemption was
granted violates my sense of fair
play and constitutes an abuse of
the exemption power of the board,
an action which is unprecedant-
ed in the board's 15 years of ex-
istence.

COMPETITION CURBED

“This is just another in & re-
cent series of decisions by the
majority against _competition,”
Lee concluded. “This decision,
like the disapproval of the Pan-
Ameriean-Chicago & Southern in-
terchange agreement,  protects
from competition by another
United States flag carrier Ameri-
can's monopoly route between
such cities as Boston, New York,
Washington, Chicago and St
Louis on the one hand, and Mexi-
co on the other.”

Repeatedly, during the Truman
administration, as the big airlines
contested for exclusive rights to
the profitable overseas routes
there were charges of favoritism
and political influence. The lobby
of Pan-American Airways figured
in at least one congressional in-
vestigation.

Several Pan-Am officlals have
been prominent in Republican
politics which give recent acts
of the Eisenhower administration
&n ironic look. The Department of
Justice recently filed an anti
trust suit charging Pan-Am with
conspiring 1o restrain air travel
to South America. The political
winds these days are strong and
variable.

Up To His

It Means ‘Hammer'

By JAMES MARLOW

WASHINGTON

ECRETARY of State John Fos-

ster Dulles long ago paid a
high professional compliment - to
Vyacheslav M. Molotov, the Rus-
sian foreign minister.

Molotov, he said, was quite a
diplomat, one of the best.

And Molotov, whose name means
hammer, isn't letting him down,
now that the two men are meeting
in Berlin with two other foreign
ministers, Britain’s Anthony Eden
and France's Georges Bidault.

As soon as the conference gong,
sounded- Monday Molotov began
thrqying left jabs. His footwork
was pretty good. He was a faster
counterpuncher. And today, mear
the end of the first round, he
wasn't even sweating.

The Big Three had tried for six
months to pin Molotov down to
what the diplomats call an agenda:
a 1, 2, 3 list of things to talk
about when and if they got togeth.
L

T

1t he agreed, the Big Three
would have him pinned in a cor-
mer: once the meeting Began, he'd
have to stick strictly to the agenda.
The rules be laid down.

Molotov wouldn't buy the agenda
idea. What he said was: if we're
going into the ring, we'll make the
rules when we get there. Since the
Big Three wanted to see him, they
agreed; no agenda before they
started,

What Dulles, particularly, had

Gouzenko, A Novelist Now, On

last week ‘I talked with this dy-
namie, nervous little man, first
in a private home, whose owner
1 still do not entirely know and
whose identity 1 could not reveal
even if T wanted to, then dined in
a private club which I couldn't
possibly find again, then huddied
in the kitchen and living room of
a little farm house cluttered with
television cameras, electric
lights, electricians, people setting
up sound tracks and making sand-
wiches fee in connection
with the first TV interview Igor
Gouzenko has ever given.
Gouzenko granted the interview
despite the fact that he was re-
luctant to testify publicly before
the Senate Internal Security Com-
mittee, even wearing a mask, and
only conferred with the senators
in private. However, | persuaded

him that it was important that
the American people know the ex-
act attitude of the Russiar high

command toward war with the
United States. Naturally he wore
a mask while before the cam-

eras.

“Today our allies, tomorrow
our mmh!" was the toast
his , Colonel Zabot

But in the same brealh be made

it clear that Zabotin was only hu-
man, that he had not great love
for the Soviet and that even
Zabotin might have followed in
Gouzenko's footsteps and bolted
to the free world if given suffi-
cient inducement.

Gouzenko takes most seriously
his obligations as a Canadian cil-
izen. He cherishes the certificate
of citizenship given him by Vis-
count Alexander of Tunis, then
governor general of Canada, And
among other things, he warned
that the only thing Russia re-
spects is armed force.

“t let

Mexico City to murder Trotsky.
He knows also that the Kremlin
must necessarily make an exam-
ple of him in order to discour.
age others in Soviet military

circles with espionage secrets
from doing what he did.

So you can't blame him for
is _shoul

it
i
<
H
g
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basey in the summer of 19,
urged him to do it in a way that
would help the country  they

said he wanted to talk about was
unification of Germany and an
Austrian peace treaty. It was no
secret he didn't want the Russian
to succeed in softening up the
French any more on thessingle
European army idea. The United
States is relying on that army in
the defense of Europe.

When they climbed into the ring
Monday the four ministers had an
understanding: Bidault, Eden, Mol-
otov and Dulles would all talk the
first day, in that order,

Bidault and Eden were polite.
But Molotov wasn't af

defense plans, said West Germany
couldn’t be trusted to rearm, as
the United States urges, and talked
about the need to cut down on
armaments.

Then he laid down an agenda of
his own and asked the Big Three to
aceept it. They should, be said,
discuss in this order:

“Measures for reducing tensions
in international relations” and a
meeting of the four of them with
Red China in the spring; the Ger-
man question; and a peace treat;
for Austria. 30 4

To get things going. the Western
Allies accepted. But Dulles ealled
off the speech he had ready for
that day. That night he rewrote
hl;h speech.

next day he red the
Russian. That ﬂldn'lmr Molo-
tov much.

TV

hoped to adopt — Canada.

The Gouzenkos had a two-year.
old child at that time, and she
was six months on the way to
having another. But she lvl’.llld
beside her husband through the
hot streets of Ottawa that day,
leading the ~two-yearold while
they tried to persuade Canadian
authorities to take custody of the
109 documents before the Russian
embassy discovered the loss and
assassinated all three,

Mrs. Gouzenko has visited New

‘ork, likes the United States and
Americans. Her husband has nev.
o outside Canada since he
left the Russian embassy nine
years ago. It's considered too
risky for him fo travel, besides
he loves Canada.

4

man vbo'transerred o {he
Red Army 1o military intelli.
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