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Public Projects Need To Be Planned

VEN before the Charlotte Planning

Board meets to study future needs
of the various municipal departments, it
has become obvious from mews stories
that expenditures for public projects
within the next few years will run high
fnto the millions. And with a bonded in-
debtedness already approaching the legal
limit, the city will have great difficulty
financing even the most urgent of the
new projects. It may well be necessary to
spend a larger sum from current reve-
nues instead of borrowing.

Ift any event, the time has come
when. the Charlotte City Council should
consider adopting a capital expenditures
budget-that would provide a more busi-
nesslike procedure than that followed in
the past.

A capital expenditures budget is noth-
ing more than a planned program of
public works. As a general rule, it is
divided into three parts: (1) projects
deemed essential for the next year; (2)
projects that will be needed within five
or six years; (3) long-range projects.

When the annual budget is made up,
the planning board or the city manager
or both would present to the: Council a
suggested arrangement of priorities with-
in all three divisions. The Council, in

Cluttering Up The

FTER EXHAUSTING every factic of

persuasion and diplomacy, Senate
Majority Leader Knowland found that
he could not reason with Sen. John W.
Bricker of Ohio, spongor of the contro-
versial amendment which would limit the
President's power to conduct interna-
tional affairs. So Mr. Knowland is works
ing on a “new approach” to the proposal,
which involves amending Article VI of
the Constitution. Concurrently, senators
are considering another compromise ver-
sion of the Bricker amendment proposed
yesterday by Sen. George.

This proposal would provide that ex-
ecutive agreements other than treaties
could become internal law only by act of
Congress. And it would declare null any
future treaties and international agree-
ments that conflict with the Constitution.
The Supreme Court of course would do
this whether or not such an amendment
were passed, but senators these days
seem fearful of the ability of the Court,
as well as the Senate, to pass on treaties.

It may be that President Eisenhower
so firmly committed himself to a reason-
able compromise last July that he felt
bound te support the advocates of com-
promise. It may be, also, that a will-
ingness to compromise is good politics.

Even so, we rather wish that Mr. Eisen-
hower had stood firmly against any com-
promise whatsoever. Since the Bricker
Amendment was approved by the Senate
Judiclary Committee last year, it has

turn, using standard criteria for weighing
the defsirability of the projects, would
either accept the priority list, or re.
shuffle it. All city departments would
be required to stick to the budget in
undertaking new projects.

Such a budget would have many ad-
vantages, not the least of which would
be the greater economy from anticipating
needs before they arise. The annual re-
view of the priority list would also offer
some protection against hasty or ill-cons
ceived projects. At all times, the meme
bers of the Council, as well as the tax.
payers, would have set before them a
clear picture of municipal improvements.
And the temptation for logrollihg or
vote swapping among councilmen with
“pet” projects would be minimized.

In an article in a recent issue of
Porutar Goveanment, Philip P. Green
Jr., assistant director of the N. C. Insti-
tute of Government, says the growing
popularity of the capital expenditures
budget “represents a significant step in
the movement toward more businesslike
procedures in municipal government.”
He writes that several of the major
cities in the state have created commit-
tees charged with the creation of such
a budget.

Charlotte is not among them.

Constitution

become increasingly clear that the pro-
posal was not only unnecessary, but that
it would dangerously handicap the con-
duct of the nation's foreign policy, and
that it would upset the delicate balance
of tripartite power that has stood the test
of the times for so long.

A compromise that simply reasserts
what is already the law of the land will
uselessly clutter up the Constitution. As
Elmer Davis says in his forthcoming
book, Bur We WERe Borwn Free, if we
should have an amendment to say that
the Constitution means what it says,
should we not have an amendment to
the amendment to say that the amend-
ment means what it says?

Because his party has such a paper-
thin majority in Congress, President
Eisenhower apparently felt he should
do everything possible, short of surten.
dering any of his authority, to save face
for Sen, Bricker and the misguided zeal-
ots who have flocked to his support.

To paraphrase Winston Churchill, Mr,
Eisenhower was not elected to preside
over the liquidation of the presidency.
He has shown commendable firmness in
defending the authority of his office
from those who would radically change
the balance of power. And it is more
than probable that any compromise, if
finally worked out, will die a natural
death before it is ratified by 36 state leg.
islatures—even if it gets by both houses
of Congress.

McCarthy Bows To His Colleagues

INCE last summer, the McCarthy
investigating subcommittee has func-
tioned without any Democratic members.
Sens. McClellan, Symington and Jackson
walked out after the Republican major«
ity rammed through a rule giving Chair-
man M¢Carthy full authority to hire and
fire committee employes, and to choose
and direct the staff member assigned to
the minority group.

This week McCarthy made peace with
the Democrats—on their terms.

He surrendered his exclusive authority
to hire and dismiss staff members.

He agreed that minority subcommittee
members should have the right to select
their own counsel and clerk.

In still another major concession, no
investigation will be launched over the

From The Richmond Times-Dispatch
ALIEN CORN

'VE BEEN crying “Wurrah! Wur-
I tah!” ever since some denizen of
the glorious land beyond the Mason
and Dixon Line proposed a few years
ago that corn on the cob should be
sprinkled with paprika before being
eater: Now comes another citizen from
the same general area of the globe who
carries the procedure several steps
further by recommending that corn
should be spread with either melted
cheese, maple sugar or “exotic spices”
before ed.

The of ears of “cawn” with
maple sugar, spices or cheese is com-
parable in sacrilege to- the putting of
sugar into corn bread. Indeed, the whole
concept may have originated in the same
befuddled cerebrum.

“Marse Henry” Watterson, the famous
Louisville editor, let go a good ml:y

unanimous objection of the three Demo-
crats until it has been approved by a
majority vote of the parent Committee
on Government Operations.

McCarthy now say$ it was “a danger-
ous precedent” for an investigating arm
of the Senate to consist of Republicans
only, though the precedent didn't seem
to bother him during the last six months
of 1953 when he operated as a one-man.
subcommittee most of the time.

With the return of the Democrats to
the subcommittee, theme is reason to
believe that future investigations will be
conducted with more bipartisanship and
more impartiality, two qualities that are
essential if the important investigative
function of the Congress is to be carried
out responsibly.

ON THE COB

and obstreperous, creates an appetite for
moonshine, emboldens a man to refuse
his wife's request for money."

The eating of corn on the cob with
cheese, maple sugar or spices is probably
even worse; indeed, it is practically
subversive, and comparable to downing
a beaker of vodka before matins or eat-
ing pie for breakfast. Let us hope that
no more such heresies are advocated.

Corn on the cob should either be
roasted or boiled, minus any and all of
the outlandish decoctions mentioned
above. When ready for eating, it should
be liberally doused with butfer and salt,
and gobbled up without inhibitions. If in
the process some of the succulent grain
become lodged in the ears of the con-
sumer, the phenomenon should be re-
garded tolerantly by the host or hostess.

1t is possible that, ere long, someone
loaded with missionary zeal will cross
the Potomac, traveling southward, and
bearing corn on the cob which: has
been liberally bedaubed with mapl
sugar or exotic spices. If so, we
that the party in question be given
same warm reception that greeted

i

Dowell's army at First Manassas.
i

“Whatta’ you trying to do, live forever?”

People’s Platform

Letters should be brief. The writer's name and address must be given, but may be withheld from
publication in the discretion of the Editors. The News reserves the right to condense,

Will Pressure Council
For Smoke Abatement

Charlotte

Editors, The News:
HE article in Tuesday's News
by Vic Reinemer on “Why
Charlotte is ‘The Smoky City'"
and also the accomBanying edi-
torial, interested me very much.

+ T wish to put all the pressure I

can on our City Council, and

bring about control of this
smoke menace.
Every time [ drive toward

Charlotte from the suburbs and
see that curtain of black hanging
over my house I become furious,
1t is bound to be a menace to
health, to say nothing of the
beauty and cleanliness of our
city. .
I have lived here all my life
and I love Charlotte, end I am
tired of having to be ashamed
of this dirty smoke cloud that
perpetually hides it.

1 thank The News for its stand
on the issue.

~CHARLOTTE A. KELLY

News' Reasoning In
Lee Case Questioned

E: Pinehurst
Editors, The News:
YOUR editorial of Jan. 25,

“Why The FCC Is No Place * of

For Lee”, hardly seems in ace
cord with the usual forthright
position you take on most issues,
Had the editorial been confined
to a-discussion that “Lee should
not be confirmed for the simple
reason that he is mot profes-
sionally qualified for the job™
you could have made a very
strong case, Instead you brought
into the discussion the facts that
he is “a friend of Sen. Joe Me.
Carthy"; “had a part in the un.
ethical Maryland campaign” and
“he has been associated with H.
L. Hunt.” Then you say (these)
“are examples of the guilt by
association technique which the
MeCarthy crowd uses.”

. Here you are on solid ground
certainly we who oppose 4l
of McCarthy’s methods should
not condone such tactics by
using them in our own causes,
Later on you say: “Neither
should a man's incidental par-
ticipation in a dirty campaign be
held st him”  Why not?
How “incidental” was Lee's pars
ticipation? Surely that 1950
Maryland campaign was not very
©old before its trend could be

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

HERE is what happened inside
the Eisenhower Cabinet re.
garding the controversial, dyna.
miteladen but very tempting
Russian offer to buy 44 million
pounds of surplus American bt

er.
Actually, the Commodity Cred.
it Corporation, the Agriculture
Department  subsidiary  which
buys and stores butter, had
OK'd the butter deal. They felt
that even if the Russian priee
was & little low, it would be
wise to get part of our butter
surplus out of warehouses e.
fore it spoiled
This was the general Jige,
therefore,, that sincere, muych-
ériticized Secretary of Agricul.
ture Benson took at the Cabi
nat meeting, He pointed out
that butter was sccumulating in
American warehouses at {he
rate of over one million pounds
a day and that getting rid of it
“l'«hllf.:" r‘;al roblem,
poi out that the
United States was already sell«
ing tallow to Soviet Russia, and

b, o 20 mre i

plainly seen. Mr. Lee could have
shown his disapproval by with-
drawing from participation; in-
stead he continued to support
the filth by remaining in the
campaign, thus giving support
to the “back street tacties.”

In taking the position that “a
man's incidental participation in
a dirty campaign” should not be
held against him you are en-
tirely reversing the position that
you yourself took in. the sena-
torial primary of 1950. At that
time while you actively sup-
ported one of the candidates
you never hesitated to condemn
the tactics used by that man
and his organization.

You failed to mention another
reason why Lee should not have
been confirmed: Following Mr,
Truman's radio and TV defense
of the White charges, McCarthy
demanded equal time from the
same gtations so that he could
reply. It has been alleged on
several oceasions that many of
the independent stations were
sseriously considering a refusal
to carry MeCarthy's address; it
is further alleged that Lee and
one other member of the FCC,
also a friend of McCarthy's,
g their weight and com-
pelled these stations to carry
McCarthy’s reply to Truman and
his attack on the President, If
these allegations have any basis

of truth @ man who would use
such methods is not qualified to
rule the lives and destinies of
our radio and TV stations.

Lee was confirmed by a Sen-
ate vote of 58-25. Both North
Carolina senators voted for con-
firmation, It is to be hoped that
a year from now we will have
one North Carolina senator who
will mot be afraid to vote for
the good of the entire country
regardless of a possible attack
on him by McCarthy.

~ELMER M. SIMKINS

‘Roentgenoid Vision’
In A Myopic Age

CHARLOTTE
Editors, The News:

IT IS a pleasure to read such
‘a letter as that of Mr. Z.

to teach subjects such as math,
English, science and history only
to find that most schools are su-
pervised in every echelon by “ed-
ucation” majors who seem to
have an aversion to knowledge
unless it has been diluted by au-
dio-visual specialists. It is from
the specialized training of our su-
periors that we find our subjects
first diluted and then cast out in
favor of pottery-making, basket-
weaving and canoe paddling. It
is no wonder that all the colleges
have to include courses in ele-
mentary reading, writing and
arithmetic for (reshmen,

I have cringed in teachers'
meetings while listening to speak-
ers extoll the virtures of mod-
ern education. The words are
beautiful and sometimes seem to
make sense until you realize one
thing. The speaker is blind. AIl
one has to do is look at the prod=
uct. Ask any teacher of college
freshmen. Look at the curriculum
of your local schools. If you find
psychology, wood-working, metal-
craft, finger-painting, religion and
other subjects which are rightful-
ly egtra-curricula, replacing ba-
sic &ucation, your child is being
cheated out of a useful education.

Again I want to congratulate
Mr. Hurwitz on his Roentgenoid
vision in this age of blindness and

myopia.
STANLY KRAMER

Need More Letters
Like Hurwitz's

Charlotte
Editors, The News:
AT was a fine letter on mod-
ern education by Z. Hurwitz in
the Jan. 20 People's Platform. We
need many more like it.
=MRS. M G. DAVIS

An Ironic Point, From
An Iron Horse Man

Charlotte

Editors, The News:
ECENTLY an officer of a
large airline addressed one of
Charlotte's eivie clubs on the
subject of “50 Years' Develop-
jent of Aviation” — from the
right Brothers to the present.
Asked when his company
would serve Charlotte with the
super-duper planes, he replied:
“When you build an airport for

us."”

~GEORGE C. POTTER
Asst. Freight Traffic Mgr,
Southern Railway System

French Request For Troops
A Symptom Of Asian Crisis '

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON

R THE FIRST tme, the

French government has

asked the American govern-

ment (o send American Lroops to
the Indochina War.

The number requested Is not
greal—only 400 air mechanics
and maintenance men from the
Far East Air Force, to meet an
emergency that has recently
arisen, The French have indi-
cated that civilian mechanics will
do just as well, if the needed
number can be found in thne. 1t
the troops are sent, they will
probably not go in uniform. When
they arrive, they will find a small
training mission of American air
maintenance specialists already
@t work at the Hanoi and Haip-
hong airfields.

Nonetheless, the French request
marks a grave turning point. The
French did not ask for the Amer-
fcan training mission, In fact,
they were most reluctant to ac-
cept it, because they wers afraid
of provoking Chinese Communist
intervention. Until now, they have
never made a request like the
present one, because they did not
want American troops in Indo-
china. But all that is changing
niow, as reported in this *space.

In short the mew French re-
quest, though small enough in it-
self, is very big as a symptom,
And the cause of the request, al-
though it will seem incredibly
remote to most Americans, is
also a very big symptom of the
critical nature of the situation in
the Far East.

The chain of events that led to
the new French request began
about a month ago. At that time,
Gen. Navarre ordered the estab-
lishment of a fortified French out-
post in the valley of Dien Bien
Phu, a place in northern Indo-
china that commands the ap-
proach to Laos. Dien Bien Phu
was taken by parachutists. Some
13 of the best French battalions
were flown in. The work of forti-
fication and supply build-up was
started.

ATTACK HELD UNLIKELY

When the order was given to
establish the Dien Bien Phu out-
post, the French High Command
still firmly believed that the
Communist armies of the Viet-

minh would never again attack

a fortified French position, The |

Vietminh commanders were be-
lieved to be “once burned, twica
shy." Moreover, Gen, Vo Nguyen
Glap, the Vietminh commander-
in-chief, had never helors used
more than about a division and
a half in active combat at ene
tinfe. The supply shortage had
forbidden him to stage larger
operations.

For these reasons, the occupa-
tion of Dien Bien Phu was thought
to Involve little or no risk. Thir-
teen baltalions was too large &
force to bo endangered by a di-
vision and @ half of the enemy.
No enemy attack was expected
anyway. The hope was, in faet,
that a small number of battalions
could hold the fortified post, while
the rest attacked the main Viet-
Bien Phu are extremely difficult.

All these assumptions and ex-
pectations began to explode with
a loud bang rather soon after
the French were fully committed
ot Dien Bien Phu. The enemy
performed the remarkably diffis
cult feat of dragging a consider-
able number of 37 and 40 milli-
meter anti-aircraft guns over the
mountains, and moving them Into

position around the Dien Bien |

Phu perimeter.
VICTORY'S DIVIDENDS

A victory at Dien Bien Phu=
the smashing of the Viet Minh
attack that is just now beginning
to  develop—would bring enor-
mops returns. The balance of
the fighting in Indochina would
be drastically improved. Almost
more important, the climate in
{nm would be much improved
00,

But one thing, alas, is certain.
A defeal at Dien Bien Phu, of
even a fairly mild French re-
verse at Dien Bien Phu, wi
cause the same kind of réac-
tions in Paris that Yorktown
caused in Paris 171 years ago,
The French will then start to pull
out of Indochina. Of this, the
State Department has been plaine
ly and officially warned. No wone
der, then, that the National Se.
curity Council has been anxious«
ly debating the problem during
these last days. The future of
Asia may well be at stake in this
remote and obscure engagement,

Modern Pilgrims Seeking
New Life In Australia

By ROBERT C. RUARK

AT SEA, AUSTRALIA-BOUND
ERE is an orchestra on the
brave ship I ride, and she is
steered and governed by all the
latest devices, and her?massive
motors purr and like a fine
limousine. She makes enough
electricity to run a big city, and
she has movies and a cordon
bleu chef, and the service is com-
parable to that of a fine hotel.
But one flight down from the
first class of the good M. V. Aus-
tralia, Lloyd-Triestino-owned 'and
out of Genoa, bound for Freman-
tle and Melbourne and Sydney,
there is a seething mass of hu-
manity, some 849 souls, who pack
as much drama in their individual
lives as you could ever compress
into a dozen movies. This is the
Mayflower, 1954 — the Mayflower
with a gyro compass and radar
and air-conditioning in the dining
room, but jampacked with the
spirit of the same adventure that
;?ndked the pilgrims on Plymouth
ock.

WAR'S FLOTSAM

‘There are people of 18 national.
ities on this ship, and 140 people
called “apolidi,” or “stateless,"
by the Italians, They are Rus-
sians and Poles and other Slavs
and Germans, as well, the float-
sam of the last big war. They are
heading for'a strange land, Aus-
tralia, bent on building a new
life in a place which for all they
know may be, inhabiie’ by sav-
ages and man-eating tigers.

There are 266 children on this
ship, most of whom will never
see their native lands again.
There are 34 women, a great
many of whom are pregnant.
There are brides who never saw
their husbands, since they were
married by proxy and are headed
for a mysterious land to live with
strange men. The marriages were
performed by mail.

mail.

There is a Greek family aboard
that has provided our major tra-
gedy. The husband, a huge man
with a dicky heart, relapsed into
an old malaria, and literally re-

fused to die for days, out of sheer
vitality, He finally died and was
put ashore in Djakarta, in Indo-
nésia. The woman fold me well
before her husband died: < “My
is dying. Everyone
been kind and wondert] but ::
man is dying.” She saw her man

ind then she mustered
up her twin children and wait-
ed staunchly to go ashore at
Fremantle in Australia, a place
he never saw.
MAY COME OUT EVEN

At the very moment this s Be-
ing written, the young surgeon on
the ship is hoping we can make
things come out even, There is
one lady aboard who is eight-and«
one-hall months pregnant, and the
odds are good she will have the
child before we gee Sydney
Heads. The doctor is a sentiment-
al man, and he wants the roster
list to come out neat,

To the best of my knowled;
there has been no fist fight lwz:
the men, and nothing more than

m!lm. although a
people on a ship, with a quarter
of the list composed of children,
might be expected to come down
with something :nuu
ave the bri
i & T
ou
ey dq’.ﬂ:"nre ars had when

1t has been an exciting trip,
There are so few times ‘g:nm.
contemporary man can see the
in the making, and know

that he is secing it, and thers
never was a more poignant mem-
ory than of a thousand relatives
waving goodbye handkerchiefs at

Fear Of Women Halted Butter Deal

Another argument was that
Russia didn’t have to have the
butter from us. She could buy
::wdlu Vﬂ : J:e A::gidc::

: on
t

rmuyn;io:hp:uu ou
it the butter sale,
mm'l&m would only

was better than a

Toss. '

Benson Overruled
No one at the Cabinet meet.
ing disa with Benson on
any of the points he raised,
The only point where they dif-
fered was regarding the reac.
of American publie.
every ber of
him-
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i

price for butter

paid by the Department of Agri-
culture today is around 67 cents
a pound. The world price for
butter, offered by Russia, is
around 46 cents a pound.
difference of 21 cents a pound,
he Cal finally decided,
would bring a very sour reac-
tion from American housewives,

However, the sale was not en-
tirely killed—as Harold Stassen
indicated later. And here is the
strategy being discussed for the
future,

By Apsil 1, Secretary Benson
has to make up his mind wheth-
;r he will support dairy prices

would be much more favorably
received by the public. Actually
the butter already accumulated,
and which will be sold, will still
be priced at 67 cents, but new
butter purchased under the new
price-support * plan  would be
cheaper.

Rhee Reneges
U. 8. officials heaved a sigh
lief as yesterday

Korea had set for his offensive.
Actually U. 8. officials knew
in advance that Rhee would not

passed the

thgn?eutnl zone.
iere is one allimportant rea.
son why Rhee is willing to pull
his punches, and it's the same
reason why the United Nations
is mot likely {o resume groun
warfare in Korea ever again. 1t
war is resumed it will be via
the air and with atom bombs,
The reason is the sigel
concrete “Maginot Line” wl
the Chinese have built across
Korean peninsula, No army
could possibly storm it without
::vumtu loss of and it's

a




