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The Direct Approach Is Better

OUNTY Commissioner MeNinch's

4 willingness to install voting machines
in Mecklenburg County, provided the
people demonstrate they favor them, is
fair enough, since Mr. McNinch has been
sturdily opposed to the machines. But
we doubt that his suggestion for a straw
poll to be conducted simultaneously with
an election on a half-million dollar bond
issue for a new county home is a very
practical one.

In the first place, it is plain buck-
passing. The county commissioners were
elected to manage the affairs of the
county government and to make deci-
sions on such matters as purchasing
yoting machines. It would soon become
an impossible state of affairs if the com-
missioners started referring their deci-
sions to the people.

In the second place, it is unlikely that
a very accurate poll of public opinion
would be obtained. As a general rule,
bond elections attract a very small per-
centage of the registered voters. Those
‘who take the trouble to vote do so be-
cause they are interested in either pass-
ing or defeating the specific issue before

them. It does not follow that they would
be equally interesting in and informed
about voting machines.

"

It seems'to us that the question of
buying voting machines ought to be
settled on its own merits, Their record
of performance elsewhere is fully estab-
lished, and we know of no city or county
that has ever reverted to the old paper
ballots, once it tried voting machines.

The machines are accurate. They are
fast. They are easy to operate. They
give a quick tally when the voting is
over, And—they are not unduly expen-
sive.

The Board of Elections has done much
in the past two years to modernize
Mecklenburg’s election machinery. Pur-
chase of voting machines would com-
plete the job.

In the coming weeks, there will be
an opportunity for voters to question
candidates for the County Commission
about this issue. If enough people favor
the machines, they can elect a Board
of County Commissioners committed to
their purchase.

A Break For The Taxpayers

HE House Ways & Means Committee
has made a start in the right direction
by proposing more generous treatment
of taxpayers with heavy medical expenses.
The present law permits deduction of
medical expenses which exceed five per
cent of the taxpayer's gross income in
any one year. But there is a top limit of
$1,250 for single persons, $2,500 for a
taxpayer with one dependent, $3,750 for
a married couple with one dependent,
and $5,000 for a married couple with
two or more dependents.

The Ways & Mean Committee, follow-
ing the suggestion of President Eisen-
hower, has voted to lower the percentage
figure from five to three. Thus, a tax-
payer with $5,000 gross income would
be able to deduct any medical costs
over $150, instead of 8250 under the
current law. The committee also voted
to double the present maximum deduc.
tions now allowed.

1t would be better if the law were
amended to permit the deduction of all
provable medical costs. The committee
has gonme about half-way toward that
objective, and its recommendation cught
to get strong bipartisan support.

A Lesson

HERE is a clear lesson to be drawn

from the story on the smoke abate-
ment fiasco by our Mr. Reinemer, else-
where on this page.

From the first, the campaign for an
effective smoke control program had
only limited public support. Charlotte's
newspapers plugged it, the Chamber of
Commerce and the League of Women
Voters backed it.

But there was no public interest in
the program. No delegations of irate
citizens jammed the City Council cham-
ber, an end to the soot and

Both of these make
sense. The average family’s burden of
medical costs has long been the con-
cern of both parties, and it has prompted
many different schemes ranging from
President Truman’s advocacy of national
compulsory health insurance to Sen. Paul
Douglas’ more moderate plan for cov
ering catastrophic illness. Yet all the
while these plans were being debated,
the income tax law laid a heavy pen-
altv on the taxpayer with large medical
costs.

smoke and fly ash and cinders. And
without pressure from the people, mem-
bers of the Council took the easy way
out and let the program die.

And so the smoke hangs heavy these
winter mornings, clogging throats, burn-
ing eyes, dirtying clothes and buildings
and furnishings.

It's not too late for the people to
speak out in favor of smoke abatement
—if they really want to get rid of the
stuff.

Something To Think About

‘Though man a thinking being is defined,
Few use the grand prerogative of mind,
How few think justly of the thinking few!
How many never think, who think they do!
—Jane Taylar

OME of the President’s advisers have
come up with an interesting idea.

Observing his crowded calendar, they
noticed he did not have any time sched-
uled for a very important activity. No-
where was any time allotted for thinking.

So they plan to see that he gets half
an hour or so, in the morning and again
in the afternoon, when there will be
nothing for him to do except think.

The idea is not new. Philosophers from
Socrates to Horace Williams, had they
been presidential advisers, probably
would have put the “think” period ahead
of National Security Council meetings
and budget talks. But the idea has suf-
fered from disuse.

We hope the President gets time for
a think period. And surely, if he can,
cannot people who are less busy do the
same?

If you're seriously thinking about
doing some serious thinking, remember
that it is hard work. It is part of a four-

From The St. Louis Post-Dispatch

step process, and should not be confused
with the other three steps, which are
relaxation, argument and decision-mak«
ing.

Thinking is the number two step, its
prerequisiter being relaxation. Argument
tests the results of your thinking—it may
make more thinking necessary, In any
event these three steps make decision-
making easler.

But the trouble with most of us is
that we leave out the first two steps and
reverse the order of the second two,
coming to decisions first and then argu-
ine, despite The Hatter’s sage advise, to
Alice in Wonderland. “T don't think—"
Alice said, and he retorted: “Then you
shouldn't talk.”

Thinking can of course be dangerous.
As Edward Arlington Robinson observed,
“When a woman is left too much alone,
sooner or later she begins to think, and
no man knows what then she may dis-
cover.”

But, as with controversy and politics,
fhe merits of thinking outweigh its some-
times disadvantageous results. We should
have much more of it, if need be at the
expense of a television program or civie
project.

FROM THE HIGH HORSE'S MOUTH

NEWSCASTER who announced, “At

Panmunjom, in Korea, a high horse
said," and then corrected it speedily to
“high source,” reminded us of some-
thing. Workers with the written word
are subject to quite different perils from
those that beset workers with the spoken
word. A typographical error would have
changed “high source” to “high ource,”
or “high soruce,” but would hardly have
made it “high horse.” “High horse,” in
turn, could easily become “high hoarse.”
Or “hig hhorse.”

The acoustical error, as we suppose
the verbal counterpart of the typograph-
ical error would be called, runs into all
those baffling complexities associated
with the association of ideas. Some
words like “high horse” or “saddle
horse” or “hobby horse” tend to stick

through prolonged combination,
as Frank Sullivan's Mr. Arbuthnot, the

4

cliche expert, knows full well.

As a safegufird against acoustical er-
ror, the fellow who wrote the newscast
we refer to should perhaps have made
his source “unimpeachable” instead of
“high." This approach is sound on the
positive side, since sources are so fre-
quently unimpeachable. On the negative
side it is even better. Who ever heard
of an unimpeachable horse?

‘There is no such thing as “guilt by as-
sociation,” or shouldn't be. But there is
no more reason for the government to
keep in its employ persons who consort
with Communists than for a bank to hire
a teller who plays around with robbers.
~GrezxviLee (8. C.) Preomont.

When your creditors tell you to relax,
it's time to get worried about yourself.—
Euraviie (Ga.) Suw.

b

Why Charlotte Is 'The Smoky City

By VIC REINEMER, Associate Editor, The News

ALL IT smog, Zl you wish, or
plain old smoké, Whatever the
label, Charlotte has had plenty of
it, this winter and in winters
past
It incrusts buildings and car

ps.

It irritates asthmatics.

It angers robust people.

Last month a blotch of the stuff
suddenly descended on three
Charlotteans waiting for a bus,
A man’s white shirt instantly be-
came grey. The two women
with him looked like they had the
measles,

Smoke Is costly. Where there's
smoke there's fire, goes the old
saying. But it's also true that
where there's .smoke there isn't
enough fire. Smoke represents
wasted fuel. U. S. industry loses
hundreds of millions of dollars
annually because of improper
fuel-burning techniques.

Charlotte has a smoke abate-
ment ordinance. It has produced
poetry, practical jokes and fire-
works at City Hall, But it is not
abating smoke. That's because
the program got bogged down in
politics and personalities.

Here's how it all came about
€ OF C STARTED IT

On Sept. 16, 1840 the Chamber
of Commerce asked the City
Council to do something about the
smoke. A Council committee
studied the proposal, reported fa-
vorably on it. On Dec. 18, the
Council adopted an ordinance de-
claring in part:

“That the emission of dense
smoke and fly-ash into the at
‘mosphere in the city of Charlotte
creates a menace to the health,
comfort and well-being of the
citizens of Charlotte, and that it
is the purpose of this ordinance
to regulate and control the emis-
sion of dense smoke and fly-ash
50 as to minimize their injurious
effects upon the health and prop-
erty of the citizens of Char-
lotte.”

E. F. Monroe, the smoke abate-
ment engineer in Asheville, was
brought to Charlotte and put in
charge of the smoke control pro-
gram. He stayed less than a
year, being dismissed Sept. 3,
1941

Under Monroe's administration
some attempts were made to
teach improved firing techniques,
but his tenure was 100 short for
observers to gauge the worth of
his program.

On Dec. 13, 184!, Joe McGuire,
whose background was in vaude-
ville and other varied professions,
not including engineering, was
hired for the job. He lasted until
July 15, 1943,

Old-timers around City Hall re-
member the administration of Me-
Guire, a roly ly Irishman,
more for the stories hg told and
the jokes that were perpetrated
than for the s made in
smoke control. For example, it
was McGuire's. habit to survey
Charlotte from the top of the City
Hall, sweeping the horizon with
his binoculars, ever in search of
surplus smoke, e day some
practical jokers covered the bi-
nocular glasses with soot and

“Smoky Joe” thought the Queen
City's smoke problem was sure
enough getting worse.
CAMPBELL CAME IN '48

After McGuire's dismissal the
gmoke abatement program lan-
guished until March, 1048, when
James E. Campbell, an experi-
enced engineer, was put in charge
of the Smoke Abatement Division.
He embarked on a program tall-
i!lﬂ for educlhon. equipment and

enforcement

nduulhm the theme
he stressed before civic clubs and
to newspaper reporters was this:
The most effective campaign
against smoke pollution is born of
civic pride. Smoke abatement, is
a long-range proposition which re-
quires intelligent and continued
improvement of methods of burn-
Ing all kinds of fuels

"It is the responsibility of all
citizens, primarily,” he said,
“and, secondarily of the enforce-
ment_engineer.”

Fully 75 per cent of the city's
smoke from all sources could
easily be eliminated, he main-
tained, “if plant operators, build-
ing owners and householders
would take a personal interest in
their furnace operations.”

The Smoke Abatement Division
put out free booklets on proper
firing. It advised plant operators
what eq\npmenl produced the
most energy and least smoke.
And it kept track of smoke viola-
tions.

Almost every month several

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

JPRESIDENT Eisenhower picked

up the early morning news-

paper shortly before the launch-

ing of the atomic submarine

Nautilus last week, and
his breakfast coffee.

What he read was a news re-

port that the Nautilus was not

i

Charlie Wilson is not the early
his boss in the White

of defense
that he dbdn'( like the Navy be-
littling its own mbmnnev,.g
hen  the ud.uunm{-um
{

hundred violations were reported.
Industries, laundries and dry
cleaning establishments fre
quently were the chief violators,
Hotels, stores and mmmemll
buildings were added_to
during the winter ‘morflbs.
It soon became evident ' that
persuasion alone would not abate
much . The advise was not
always hnded And the smoke
ordinance’s enforcement provi-
sions were weak,

study by the
Smoke Abllemlm! Dlvlnlnn and
heating engineers and contrae
tors, a new ordinance was
drafted. The City Council passed
it on Nov. 23, 1849. It became el-
fective Jan. 1, 1950.

The new ordinance set
standards for operation of !\ul
burning equipment. It called for
periodic inspection by the Smoke
Abatement Division, which was
authorized to close down and seal
offending equipment if the opera-
tor did not make requested
changes after 30 days' notice,

Promptly, 30 days after the or-
dinance became effective, a war-
rant was signed against the op-
erator of Selwyn Washerette, al-
leging that it was producing too
much soot. The owner claimed
that he was caught between the
devil and the deep blue sea, be-
cause zoning restrictions prohib-
ited him from expanding and in-
stalling the necessary new equip-
ment. He was found guilty, fined
450, and thus became the first—
and last — person found guilty
in court and fined under the ore
inance.

Then a less important featurs
of the ordinance hit the headlines,
This was a section which banned
the burning of leaves and trash

e ban angered some citizens
who thought such precaution un-
necessary, and also created some
resentment against the important
parts of
program. Councilman Basil Boyd,
an inveterate leaf - burner who
was sick in bed when the Council
approved the program, rose to
the occasion by subsequently im-
posing on the Council a poem he
had written, part of which went
like this:

BOYD'S POEM
“I feel a bit sad today
Because last week when in bed

I lay

1 was deprived of a childhood
pleasure

That has followed me through
the years

Of piling the limbs, the leaves
and the grass, at the end of a
ay

Into a heap and a mass,

Lighting the fire and listening

To the pop and the crack of the
burning embers

As they lighted the evening
skies. . "

The poet and his followers won
out; the leai-burning ban was de-
leted.

In 1851 the smoke abatement
program went into its death
throes. Immeciate cause of death

People’s Platform

the smoke abatement"

Smoky scenes like this one, showing the midtown section of Charlotte
re familiar sights to local residents these winter mornings. Cha
hich diminished fuel bills as well as paioting and cleaning costs, got bogged
nd personalities in 1951.

College St.,
ment_program,
down in politics

was the New Way Laundry case.

This laundry case ‘was brought
before the City Council on Feb.
21, when ownars appealed a move
by Smoke Engineer Campbell to
shut off the company's fuel-burn-
ing equipment, because the com-
pany had not made requested in-
stallations. The company said it
had installed $6,000 worth of new
equipment, which reduced output
of smoke and fly ash by “from
50 to 75 per cent”, The company
produced a heating engineer who
concurred in this opinion, Campe
bell said that the company had
obtained no permit and that with-
out installation of further equip-
ment, which would cost about $5,-
000, its heating plant would con-
tinue to produce excess smoke
and fly ash.

The Council gave the company
90 days in which to make the re-
quested changes The time
elapsed, more was granted.
VAN EVERY'S EFFORTS

In July Mayor Pro-Tem Phil
Van Every asked his colleagues
to get behind the smoke abate-
ment program “100 per cent'".

““Over a period <! time we will
be proud of the fact that we wn-
forced the smoke abatement or-
dinance”, he said, . I feel that
this ﬂeplnmenl in our city is

fellow  councilmen
copies of Mr. Campbell's report
on New Way and his summary
of three years of smoke abate-
ment, in which the engineer

claimed that 65 per cent or more
of the smoke nuisance had been
eliminated. Too, he cited instan-
ces like that of one laundry which,
hy a $16,000 investment, had elim-
inated its smoke completely and
amorti: 1 ils investment, over a
two-year period, through sav-
ings in fuel consumption.

On Aug. 29, when the Council
was again asked to extend the
time the laun’ry would have for
making changes, Van Every
asked the Council to decide to
enforce the ordinance or discard
the program, He cited public de-
mand for the program, produced
a resolution by the Mecklenburg
County Medical Society and a pe-
tition which favored enforcement
of the program. But the Council
chose, over the objection of Coun-
cilman Claude Albea, (Van
Every abstained) to grant, the
company another 90 days of
grace. That time expired in No-
vember. The Council was so ad-
vised, did nothing about it.

A few months later, in the
spring of 1952, Campbell resigned.
The smoke 'ment program
was, for all practical purposes
abolished. ~Council minutes say
that the program was !Ilmhlll
ed, it was cantinaed,

inaly, i the bebakt of the Lomgue |

of  Women Voters, Nowadays
Harry Sutton, in-the City Build-
ing and Inspection Dept. as one
of his duties talks to owners,
superintendents, firgmen or jani-
tors of plants that belch forth

‘Kiln Critic’ Answered

Charlotte
Editors, The News:
[E writer of “Modern School
Emphasis Wrong," in voinlng
his displeasure over the pur-
chase of some 40 “kilns” for m
local schools, has actually ex-
pressed rather strong feelings of
displeasure _regarding education
in general. He is not alone in this
expres-n. The current critics of
education are many, and it is
not wmuml 1|m tnusa um suzh
is the case
timately associuled wilh ﬂn
schools would be the last to deny.

However, there is just causs
for defense of much that is true
of “modern” education. To under-
take such a defense would neces-
sitate a treatise of great length
and breadth. I am specifically
conc>ried with the matter on
which Mr. Hurwitz has seen fit
to base his criticisms, for 1 use
one of the kilns in the local
schools and believe very strongly
in the reasons for its use.

A kiln is a necessary piece of
equipment for the successful com-
pletion of any ceramic work, Cer-
amics—work with clay—is one
phase of the art program as car-
ried out in most schools. Art is,
along with some of the other

areas mentioned by Mr. Hurwitz,
consider an important part of
lh; Icun-lcuhlm of  present-day
school

“Art is important because it is
a medium for creative thinking
and creative activity. It affords
the opportunity for lndlvldnll ur
itiative, imagination,

to be made mu\llat Aconrdm
to Alfred North A "Ynu
cannt, without loss ignore in the
life of the spirit so great a factor
as art. Our aesthetic emotions
provide us with vivid apprehen-

orce of
the whole system of spiritual ap-
prehensions.”
‘Through art we seek to know
the reality which is beyond the
vision of the eye and can be
hmm only through the heart and

Scbd-nhxp in its finest sense

is a similar pursuit rather than
a contradictory one, for creative

ing_of fa
of knowledge without understand-
ing.

‘True mental discipline has been
achieved only when an individual
becomes capable of distinguish-
ing the true from the untrue—
when he can see all things in re-
lation o a basic reality. The
means of arriving at such mental
discipline are many. They -re
limited to mo one subject area of
activity but are implicit in all.

This mental discipline
presents a noble aim and one not
easily achi>ved. One of the im-
portant truths which all asso-
ciated with schools are forced to
recognize is that today we are at-
tempting to educate everyone.
No longer is school attendance
Timited to a select few—an in-
tellectually select few—but it is
actually forced upon the total
popul* 1 of six o sixteen years
old. Therefore, if we fall short of

our noble aims we do not fe
emirzly at fault,

A kiln is no more or no less
important as a part of education-
al !qulpmﬂl! than a book, l
i no, a stage,

icroscope, a pia
football, a lu!l.nbo All are im-
portant; ¢

each has a different em-
phasis; learning may be achieved
through the use of each,

~—ANNI

"Art Teacher, Ceniral High

viewed from S,
tte's smoke abate-

smoke these crisp winter morn-
ings, but he frankly acknowledges
that smoke abatement, to be suc-
cessful, requires much more
than one man, working part llml
at it, ean do.

There's not even much talk
about smoke abatement anymare,
around  City Couny
Herb Baxter's recent 14 polnt pro-
gram for improving the city, for
example, did not mention smoke
abaternent

The consensus of opinion atound
the City Hall is that the program
bogged down because the Council
would not back up its smoke
abatement engineer who, as one
observer put it, “knew how to
handle smoke but not peaple”,

What will it take to nncﬁvtll
Charlotte’s smoke abatement pro-
gram?

City Manager Henry Yancey
said recently it boils down to
this:

“If the people want it they're
going to have to make it known."
And the Council “will have to
bave a strong back” to enforce
the ordinance.
no formula for geiting

oke', he said. "You just
“ﬂ" iting it. It takes
have smoke as

x you ruvn fire. Smoke is
ing lfke a 'diseasé. It we
dld away with the health depart-
ment pretty soon there would be
an epidemic. The amount of
smoke is on the increase now.
People have been more careless
mm:e we've been without a rul

Snmn Carolina commaunities are
doing something about their
smoke problem. This month the
Spartanburg, S. C. Chamber of
Commerce spearheaded a week-
long educational campaign on
smoke abatement. Winston-Salem
has a smoke abatement ordinancg
and engineer and is making prog-
ress in smoke control, although
the ordinance is not rigorously
enforced.

Doetors disagree on the health
mennce cmlzd by excess smoke,

Just they disagree on  the
henllh menace caused by smok-
ing. However, a middie-of-the

road ion, concurred in by sev-
eral local doctors, is that the
amount of smoke which Char.
sometimes have o inhale
definitely irritates asthmatics and
persons with certain allergies.

A smoke abatement program,
on a modest scale such as Char-
lotte embarked upon, doesn't cost
much — about $17,000 a year. If
m prn“;'t“um is at all successful

san in fuel consumption,

nat to mention dry cleaning, laun.
d.ry and mnuu bills, is several
than  that  invest-

nm. wilhout a program of ud
cation and  entorcement,  fuel.

The City" wi "Th
Smoky City” until Ch-rm:m
demand an effective smoke abate-
ment program, and elect council-
men who will {ullfill the demand,

Wilson Blasts Navy News Leak

was building up confidence in the
new weapons of the armed forces.
Also he seriously doubted that the
Navy's story had been cleared
with the Atomic Energy Com-

also present, and after lunch a
roomful of admirals and assistant
secretaries was called in, includ-

Navy press

it had been shown to the press.
For he reading from it
AIM and pointing to quotations

press which almost

Lewis Parks, chief of in the
relations. Ventel

gv being mothballed ihmediate-
Wilson also knew tha the pro-

.




