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advocate the formation of a Pacific
military alliance similar to the North At
Jantic Treaty Organization in Europe. The
Proposal has been bouncing around for years,
and it has been assumed that the United
States would strive to set up the equivalents
of NATO in the Far East and the Middle
East, once the Korean War is over.

But the fact that Senator Taft now ap-
proves of the principle of NATO is. most
interesting indeed. In his book, A Foreign
Policy for Americans published in November,
1951, he explains that he opposed the At-
lantic Pact -ause I felt it was contrary
10 the whole theory of the United Nations
Chnar. twhich had wot then been shown to

e ineffective (italics ours), because 1 felt
th-l it might develop aggressive features

deter it from war . .."
And at another place in his book, he said:
*“I opposed that lc-lurc ol the Allnnllr
Pact which
of the United States In ﬂnl a land u-r
oPpoesd, cicep. lo & liied Sexroe, the
t o a egree,
mﬁma troops to Europe. Ex-

hould

those conditions which are chang-
the modern world. Nothing
as to commit the United
to a course whl('h is beynnd its
to perform wil
has done so lroquenﬂy in the past
events have proved him wrong, Senator
has now changed his position. He sees
some virtue in a military alliance of like-
minded nations in an area threatened by
2 Russian
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FTER having made every gesture toward

American business, President Eisen-

hower has just been slapped in the face by
two of the biggest business organizations.

The White House had asked the National
Association of Manufacturers and the United

_States Chamber of Commerce to withdraw

their opposition to a six-months extension
of the excess profits tax, or at least to re-
main neutral.

The NAM polled its directors, the Cham-
ber called a meeting of its executive com-
mittee. Both groups declined to go along
with the Administration; both made plans to
send officials before Chairman Dan Reed's

ting the tax expire June 30.

President Eisenhower hag made his no-tax-
cutthisyear plea a test of his Administra-
tion’s influence. In a nationwide radio ad-
dress, in a subsequent White House tele-
wvision show, and in personal conferences
with legislators, he has explained simply
and convincingly that the balancing of the
Federal budget should take precedence over
tax cuts.

He is right, but many of his business
friends don't see it that way.

Fortunately, there are some leaders of
American business who hold to a broader
standard of values. The Committee for Eco-

AT LONG LAST, A Civic

LTHOUGH the turnout at the polls on
Saturday was distressingly small, the
E 31 majority rolled up for the auditorium-
| coliseum bond issue was convincing evidence
that the people of Charlotte understand the
city’s needs and have confidence in its fu-
ture. ”
Four million dollars is a lot of money to
put into anything. It would build many
streets, many school buildings. It would pro-
wvide miles of water and sewer lines and

~ Ways & Means Committee to argue for let-

TAFT CATCHES UP WITH EVENTS

ENATOR Robert Taft is not the first to

For_once, we agree with the Ohioan on
foreign policy. A Pacific alliance, modeled
after NATO, offers an excellent prospect of
preventing further aggression in the Far
East, or of stopping it in the event the warn-
ing of retaliation is not enough.

The major problém will be finding agree-
ment among the Pacific allies on the terri-
tory to be defended. Obviously Japan, For-

mosa, the Philippines, Australia, and New
Zealand should be included.
But what about the mainland® Will the

Pacific alliance include the Republic of
South Korea, witlf a flat guarantee of f¥med
assistance in the event of further aggression®
And what about Laos, Cambodia, Thailand,
Burma and Malaya? And what about the
islands that lie broadly between the Pacific
and the Indian Oceans?

Senator Taft speaks specifically of forming
“an alliance with the British if we possibly
can do so as to how Far Eastern affairs
should be conducted.” With such a wide
divergence between British views and those
of a large segment of the Republican Party
on Far Eastern policies, is such an alliance
practicable?

These and many other questions must be
answered sooner or later before any Pacific
pact inclusive enough to protect the most
vital areas from attack could be signed. As
in the case of NATO, however, a Pacilic
pact wodld not weaken the United Nations,
.but rather would strengthen it by giving
vetoless military power a chance to operate
if the collective security action of the U. N.
should be blocked by Communist vetoes.

Here is a project upon which Republicans
and Democrats can agree in an area of the
world about which they have too often dis-
agreed. Though Senator Taft is 1 in
seeing it, his support should be instrumental
in bringing the Pacific pact into reality.

A SLAP IN THE FACE FOR EISENHOWER

nomic Development, composed of some of
the biggest businessmen in the country, has
Just issued a statement by its research and
policy committee stating the CED’s position
in these words: *

“The basic proposition from which our
conclusions follow is this: The principle
that the budget should be balanced at high
rmpl:’mul should be adhered to and sup-
ported.

“It is tempting to say that while the
principle is important one more deficit
won't kill us. e

“We'don't look at the matter in this way.
We regard the principle as extremely im-
portant. We do not believe that the princi-
ple will survive as an effective force if we
interpret it to mean that the budget should
be balanced when convenient

“ ... But if the effort to balance the
budget is abandoned now, especially by

those who have been champions of sound
finance in the past, the principle will re-
gain its effectiveness only with great diffi-
culty.”

Hence, the CED. although it does not like
the excess profils tax, is standing beside
President Eisenhower in his effort to bring
the budget into balance. The Republicans
in Congress, who have spoken out against
deficit financing for the better part of two
decades, would be more convincing if they,
too, would back up their President.

AUDITORIUM

specific authorization of the people.

But if the law and the court are hehind
the times, the people of Charlotte aren't.
They know that public recreation is vital
in a crowded metropolis. and they have
shown their willingness to tax themselves to
“provide it.

We're happy that a coliseum will be in-
cluded pjn the building program. Wisely
managed, it can bring the community a va-
riety of activities hitherto im-

those other services that are
in the class of necessities.
The North Carolina constitution, however,
does not include public recreation as one of
the necessary functions of government. and
the Supreme Court has held that tax funds
could not he spent for recreation without

From The Greemsboro Daily News

DEMOCRACY

INi"lpeerh marked by few minced words

and sound judgment, Guilford County’s
Sen. 0. Arthur Kirkman told the Greensboro
Kiwanis Club what ailed the 1953 General
Assembly.

His most damning indictment, and one
which all North Carolinians should ponder
when they next go to the polls, centered on
the theme that too many responsible leaders
of the General Assembly obviously do not
believe in “the processes of democracy.”

‘The Senator backed his indictment by two

-clear examples: (1) The Legislature's
failure to comply with the state Constitution’s
mandate to reapportion its membership; and
(2) passage of the most stringent secrecy
law in the nation covering appropriations
committee hearings.

As a further manifestation of the attitude
toward democracy’s functioning, he noted a
marked feeling on the part of some responsi-
ble legislators that there was entirely too
much controversy in the House and that the

* state would be better off if some of it were
|~ cutout. Democracy, as the Senator noted in
| passing, has never been an easy or efficient
. political formula. It is comprised of trial

possible.

But we're happiest of all about the audi-
forium. After so many years of putting up
with the hard seats. noisy floors, poor acous-
tics and bad arrangement of the Armory-
Auditorium, we're still rubbing our eyes.

AND EFFICIENCY

ing up and starting over and 'tedious, both-
ersome dissension. But out of it comes the
dearest treasure of our system: A meeting
of minds, a compromise which may satisty
nobody completely but which satisties the
majority best

Senator Kirkman spoke with discerning
judgment when he said that “the signifi-
cance of the bill barring the public from
appropriations committee sessions has not
been overemphasized.” The press alone
is not involved in the fight; the public's in-
ferest is at stake. and no amount of irrita-
tion, whether warranted or not, justified the
extreme arrogance of shutting committee
room doors to taxpayers and citizens who
have every right under our traditional sys
tem to know how legislators are handling
their business.

The Senate Interior Committee has voted
fo consolidate the Alaskan and Hawaiian
statehood bills and to hold hearings on the
combined measure. They could save even
more time by joining these two bills with
the Bender resolution admitting Ohio to the

and error, back-

Union—Lezington Herald.

Joseph & Stewart Alsop

H-Bomb Now Feasible

WASHINGTON:

TIE meaning of the hydrogen

bomb explosion at Eniwetok is

continuously expanded, so to

speak, by the new reports that
continue to come in,

One such report concerns the
size of the atoll which was the
scene of the bomb test. Everyone
has of course, seen the pub-
lished statements that the H-
bomb destroyed the atoll in the
inferno of its explosion. But al-
most everyone has assumed that
this change in the world map was
relatively minor — that the lost
atoll was no more than a few
hundred square yards of sand.

Instead, it was a respectable
geographical feature—a very good
sized little island, apparently,
with a life expectancy of many
eons under normal conditions.
There it was at the beginning ol
the test, its palm trees waving,
its shores wave-lapped. And there,
at the end of the test, was only
the ocean, washing over the spot
where, for the first time in his
tory, a part of the enduring archi-
tecture of the earth had been ut-
terly consumed by man/made fire.

MELY REMINDER

This reminder of the fearful
forces that have been let loose in
the world is now timely, because
of an apparently unrelated an-
nouncement by Chairman Gordon
Dean of the Atomic Energy Com-
mission, As those who follow such
matters already know, Dean an-
nounced the brilliant success of
the Commission's experiments
with a breeder reactor. His au-
dience was a group of public util-
ity engineers. Very few people
know what a breeder reactor is.
Dean said that the success with
the breeder reactor was a big
step on the road to atomic pro-
“duction of " electric power for
peaceful use. It all looked very
innocent ind

Yet it was not innocent at all
What a breeder reactor does, in
the first place, is to *“breed™ in-
creasing quantities of fissionable
material.

Uranium ore Is composed of
140 atoms of stable non-fission-
able U-238, and one atom of the
fissionable isotope, U-235. The
whole purpose of the gigantic
Oak Ridge plant is to separate
the fissionable U-235 from the
non-fissionable ‘U-238. The equal-
Iy gigantic Hanford plant uses
fissionable U-235 to transmute

i

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

things really_hecame confused at House

hearings on extending the excess-prof-

when Assistant Budget Director

Ru\lnd Hughes, who once lohble‘d against
vor.

its tax

the stand in if

non-fissionable U-238 into fission-
ablé plutonium.

But in this Hanford exchange
there is a loss—the ‘quantity of
U-235 that is put in at one end
of the process, is greater than
the quantity n( plutonium  that
comes out at the other end.
value of the }llnlord process pre-
sumably lies solely in plutonium’s
greater efficiency for weapons
manufacture.

'WHAT BREEDER DOES

What the breeder reactor does,
is like transforming the loss ot
the Hanford process into a
profit. The quantity of ﬂnion
able material produced by this
breeding process is larger than
the quantity that is initially in-
vested. This means, obviousl.
that the enormous supplies of

fissionable U-238 that have
been accumulated as a dead by-
product of our atomic program,
can now be turned usefully to ac-
count by using breeder reactors.

Even for this country, there-
fore, the new deyelopment has
considerable military signif-
icance. Conlgary, to common re-
ports, for example, the principal
objection to mianufacture of the
hydrogen bomb was not its es-
sentially horrible character. The

objection was the H-bomb's
nble'ulncs\ of fissionable raw
material.

Great quantities of plutonium
have to be sacrificed in order to
make tritium, the heavy isotope
of hydrogen which is the base-
element of the H-bomb. By using
these quantities of plutonium to
make conventional atomic bombs,
vou would get something like ten
times the explosive power that
you get by sacrificing these quan-
tities of plutonium to make tri-
tium for an H-bomb.

With fissionable raw material
scarce and precious, the sacri-
fice seemed imprudent to many
scientists. But this sacrifice is not
so significant any longer, now that
a breeder reactor has been suc-
cessfully tested.

By the same token. however,
the shortage of fissionable raw
material is known to be the chief
handicap of the Soviet atomic pro-
aram. Soviet atomic production,
thus far, has been on a_ just:
enough basis. That is quite “suf-
ficiently serious. In his Senate tes-
peaking from the official

es of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff. Gen. Hoyt H. Vandenberg
stated that the ‘Kremlin would

have enough atomic bombs for “an
allout atomic attack” on this
country within less than a year's
lime.

The hydrogen bomb has thus
far presented a special problem
for the Soviets because of the ef-
fect of its wastefulness on a sup-
ply of fissionable raw material
that is far smaller than the Ameri-
can supply. But this problem
can now be solved, in the long
run, by breeder reactors. And the
very fact that Chairman Dean has
publicly. announced the American
breeder reactor implies that this
is a secret the Soviets already
know or can easily find out.

« Quote, Unquote

Politics is the art of looking for
trouble, finding it everywhere,
diagnosing it wrongly and apply-
ing unsuitable remedies — Carls-
bad (N. M.) Current-Argus.

The cost of living is always a
problem with ation, you
worry about the cost, and with
deflation you worry about the liv-
ing. — Caire (Ga.) Messenger,

Perle Mesta didn't get to stay
on as minister to Luxembourg
under Eisenhower as she wanted
to, Now it's" just * Mad.”

~— Fort Myers (Fla.) News-Press,

If some people treat others as
they would be treated, they must
hanker for some pretty raw treat-
ment. — Lamar (Mo.) Democrat,

A eynic says, “After listening
to family troubles on the TV all
day, it's a pleasure to watch
wrestlers break each other’s bones
in the evening." — Portsmouth

Probably the reason most Pres-
idents, generals and statesmen
start out so blithely on their mem-
oirs is that they have met enough

syndicated brain: convince
them that anybody can write.
—Kansas City Star.

The ancient philosopher who
didn't care who wrote the nation's
laws as long as he composed its
songs would still say it today. No-

ly selects the 10 most popular
laws each week.—Ellavia (Ga.)
Sun.

The Far East Still Poses -

Grentest Puzzle For U. S.

President Eisenhower’s success
in getting that resolution with-
drawn has helped to ease the ten-

se
who represent America’s allies.
They point out that while it has
great weight, the resolution is not
finally binding on the Chief Execu-

tive,
POSITION MAY CHANGE

When a truce is achieved in Ko-
rea (at the moment of writing it
is still if), the pressure of events
will be bound to alter the Amer-
fcan position. Such at any rate is
the view of those in the NATO
alliance who believe that Commu-
nist control of China is a fact that
no amount of regret and recrim-
ination can wish away. What they
hold out as a hope is that over

* the years China can be won away

from the present partnership with
Moscow.

To influential Americans who
think like Sen. William Knowland
(R-Calif) and Admiral Arthur W.
Radford, the new chairman-to-be-
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, this
is incurable naivete or 'ur‘! They
believe it the Communist grip
on China, whether it is Stalinist
or Titoist communism, must be
broken in one way or another. But
it is the inevitable flow of events
that the Western European, eager
.for a settlement, returns in trying
to see what is ahead in Asia. The
The picture following a truce in
this outlock is as follows:

There is first of all less and less
talk about Chhn‘ Kll !hek‘l re»
tlrn to the
his army. Adm . }hdlord co
mander in Asi# for the ‘hvy. esti-
mltﬂ Chiang's force at 300,000 to

It's The Other

to maintain larger forces
omon lllm-r! men believe the

results ha

mmnmly. cummh tends to
center on to do about Formo-
sa nnd hnn( & A

Knl!l lol!avlu a truce is cer-
mn o be long drawn out. Unhcd
States negotiators would come
c." : 'muml?nuoc:lly

egotiators, even

atisual conflict, This will o

stitute, so the Empuu a

ment goes, a kind of recognition

ld\lntmu the day \vhﬂ\ the force
ruhu alters the American po-

mx‘l\)llCAL PAMLL!LH‘I
History suggests a para
ston Churchill in 1918 believed in
overthrowing the Bolshevik regime.
i Rusgia. Throughout Russia there
was widespread hostility toward
the band of ruthless adventurers
ized the central govern-
ment. Rumors that the British,
with help from Western Europe,
were going to r:cu[!'neh 1o the rescue
tirred a wave of
i After some delay 2 Brlﬂlh Ex-
peditionary Force of a few thou:
and was landed at the northern
port of Archangel. This !oelhh
futile gesture caused
disillusion, It probably hdped '.n
bring at least passive ltcepunce
of the Communist regime. A de-
termined expeditionary force of a
hundred thousand well trained and
well equipped troops might have
changed the course of history.
Even those Americans who go
furthest in urging aggressive ac-
tion against China pull back —
publicly at least — from the pros-
pect of sending American troops
against the mainland. They rec-
ommend 2 naval blockade, bomb-
ing in Manchuria and perhaps at
a later stage bombing Chinese
ports. That adds up to more than
a few thouSand troops landed in
remote port. Yet against the scale
of any Chinese actiap it might also
be little more than the pinprick of
an Archangel expedition. Mounting
truly effective force would mean
turning back on the whole Eisen-
hower nrngr:m of economy and
curtailmenf

People Who

Always Seem To Grow Older

By ROBERT C. RUARK

NEW YORK
ON(‘E IN A while you get to
feel real old and creaky in the
bones — not because you are old,
because nobody is ever really old
because the things get
lhghuy comparative to you.
mean like Shirley Temple is a
mama. I was a big, grownup boy
when Shirley was tippy-toeing with
Bill Robinson, and twinkling her
dimples from about knee-high to
nothing.

Actually, 1 never grew up, a
statement with which I am sure
many people will agree, 1 am still
15 years old, and shoving off for
an educational experience while at-
tired in knee pants and tennis
shoes. Don't feel a day older than
that sunny afternoon at Chapel
Hill when ma shoved me out of the
car and into the dripping maw of
adult experience.

Notice, too, that the peopk l
have known from these
don’t look a day older. Little h\ltr.
maybe, little balder, lm.k grayer,
But no older. ere sopho-
more named Bobby Clrmlchul I
went to school with — he was a
sophomore for three years — who
hangs around Toots' and “21" in
New York, and he looks exactly as
he looked when he was draped over
the bar in the Deke house. Ain't
changed anything except chins.
Age is when you buy the Sunday
supplement and see a picture of

Budget Aide Switches Tax Views

1950 also.”
witness,
sition is governed

Boggs corrected the squirming

“Let us just say that your po-

by where you happen to

be. When you were out of the government
you were against excess-profits taxation, is

but now that you are in the

you want to see the tax e

government

more or less
linites are watching him like t hl'k lhll

administration considers It safe to relax on
arms a bit. Not only are there reports of

restlessness in
reports indicate that Premier Malenkov

rmy, but other Cio
on trial, that other Krem. 00Ut

f the

labor spokesmen policy-mal
llumal Security Proj
r!

Jackie Coogan- with an obviow
hairpiece pasted on his naked
gleaming scalp, You remember
him and Chaplin in “The Kid,"
and say to yoursel, oh, Lordy,
how long has it been? That long.
it's been,

You have seen Dle!nch lately,
and also Swanson, re hip-
deep in zrandchlldrtn bul l can't
tell the difference. Then you see
in the papers where the kid star
of “South Pacific” is now playing
a wife in “The King and 1" and
you say whoa' Let's slow this
thing down a little and let the other
people get

T do not really admire the idea
of being .ancient. I would like to.
think of myself with only one chin

nd a wi no_larger than

s. But in trim-
ming the mustache I can see so
salt in the pepper, and the white
ones are popping out of the side-
burns. Also some more busted
veins in the cheeks and a tendency
to flab,

This does not mean that T am
not a youth any more. It just means
that other people are gmuml old-
er. and having grandch: and
getting fatter and getting bnlder.
and some of the impression of passe
ing time rubs off on me.

Sa far's I'm concerned, I'm just
rntht{ sweet sixteen, and the first
lucky girl to come along can kiss

Freely

and

55,000 people in Commtrcg

Alrlcullurz and other departm

Chief Reuther was eq\ully wroth
the administration's failure to 37.
-making posts in {

gram.
was an ln'eement that labor

2 3
Frughes might have ot away with’ this
paradox but for sharpeyed Congressman
Hale Boggs of Louisiana, who recalled that
Hughes, formerly with the National City
Bank of New York. had crusdded against
the excess-profits tax several years ago.

Suddenly interrupting Hughes' testi-
mony, Boggs inquired: “'Say, aren't you
the ‘same ma 0 was around here in

1950 telling us that the excess-profits tax
was a horrible thing and ought to be re-
led®™

pe:
Hll:k! flushed. smiled weakly and re-
Plis

“Yes. Congressman. I recall talking to
you, among others, about it
“When you talked to me. you strongly
opposed the tax. but now you fell us we
nughl to continue it,” shot back Boggs.
you to change your mind?"
“Oh, I still think it's a bad tax." stam-
mered Hughes, amid guifaws from com-
mittee members and spectators. “But it's
a matter of timing. We are now faced with
a budget situation that we didn't have
in 1950. Therefore. I think the tax should
be extended, Jven though 1
it personally.’
“Well, me budget was out of balance in

disapprove of

Behind Korea
the reason why the Reds have been hag-
gling so long over the prisoner ex-
change happens to be linked up, indirectly
with the reason why the Eisenhower Ad.
ministration is reasonably_confident there
will be no general war in Europe for some
time and why we can risk a reduction in

armament.

The Reds want all pri-

as an example to potential

duemn msidn the Russian army. )lnal »1
the Chinese and Korean prisoners in U.

camps are deserters. They went over m

. N. side in droves. The Reds want

them back to be punished, probably shot.

The reason they want this is because Mos-

cow's biggest worry is desertions from the

Rlull army.

million Russian soldiers deserted
to lht Nazis in 1040.
German raced across

army
ingrad with such weed Indications are
that unrest is stirring in the Army
today;: so Moscow wants an example o(
death to deserters in Korea.
Reason No. 2—Pertains to why the Ike

he con! of

the Communist Party; hmlly. that Russu
is going through such political uncertain-
ty that Moscow can't possibly risk war.
Hence the military budget pruning.

Labor Gets Together

FL President George Meany and CIO

Chief Walter Reuther really teed off

on the big-business domination of the Ei-
senhower administration when they met
behind closed doors to discuss labor unity
last week. However, both Meany and Reu-
ther "agreed that labor should keep its
political powder dry for the time being.

“Let’s give the Eisenhower administra-
tion plenty of opportunity to make its rec-
ord: so people can judge for themselves,”
declared the A. F. of L. chieftain.

“However, from what I've seen so far,
the record is against the working man.
Discrimination against labor is not con-
fined to the Congress. The same bias 1s
reflected in the executive branch of gov-
ernment. There are only about SOW

be represented in MS, i
nl.l" declared Reuther, "bul l::r:l{i cz:f:
sen, the new director, neither affirmed
nor dmied that agreement. However, by
his actions, he has relegated our people
1‘(‘: the nhme positions of clerks in the

Jake Potofsky, president of the CIO
Clothing Workers, pointed out that the
subservient status of labor in MSA was
giving the program a “black eye Wwith
foreign nations. He added that labor of.
ficials in Fr, and other countries were
complaining that MSA aid from America
was going chiefly to “cartels and special
In terests—none of it is filtering down to

the working peop!

“President Eisenhower and Stassen did
not help matters when they
mittee of 55 businessmen—51 of them werg

ers—{o make a study of Mutual Se.
curlty Operations in Europe,”

ple in the Labor me
White House is-trying to rvdm n:
sonnel even more—whereas umy—
ers are supporting payrolls of between

sky. “There wasn't a labor man in the
realize.” ha continued. -m:, i f the us;\‘
ymg-m is to

ment must stop kicking hbex ul thc u(lh.“



