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; ‘TO STUDY' IS NOT TO PROCRASTINATE

ET US ASSUME that the several Coun-
cilmen and Comm:umnen who were
believe consolidation needs more
are completely sincere. After
Is a fairly flexible one, and within its vrldr

This may turn out to be the wisest proce-
dure. After all, the charting of a course,
once the facts are at hand, is a matter of
opinion, and hence subject 1o debate and
disagreement. Because of that, we would
suggest that alternate plans of action be
given full One has already

ranging meaning, more study is

necessary before any overlapping depart-

ments or functions of the city and county
ts can be consolidated.

But the study which remains to be done
fs a matter of procedure. The facts have
‘been found by the Institute of Government
—found, Yor that matter, in such an over-
whelming mass that few persons in Meck-
lefiburg County have ever read through the
bulky reports. Some of the statistics may be
slightly out of date, but they could be up-
dated in a matter of hours by any of the

been suggested—to ‘submit to the people,
in an election, a consolidation plan that
would combine those city-county functions
most amenable to merger. and leave the
others separate Another would be even more
daring—to abolish the two governments as
such and create a single governing body
with countywide authority Such a proposal
is now before the voters of the City of Miami
and Dade County in Florida. 1f it carries,
both will go out of existence and the County
of Miami will take their place

department heads of the two

Otherwise, the reports are as valid a source

of facts foday as they were when they were
{ssued in 1940 and 1950

‘What is needed is a decision on a method

* of procedure. There seems to be a tendency

to proceed loward consolidation one depart-

Complete may not be legally
possible, and it may not even be feasible.
But we might as well face up fo the fact
that Mecklenburg County today is a metro-
politan that its remaining rural areas
are becoming more urbanized day by day,
and that boundary lines between city and

ment at a time. The health
for example, are currently under one admin-
istrator, even though they are fechnically

- separate departments. And A joint committee
of the Council and Commission is now
studying the desirability of combining the
tax departments.

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT

NORTH CAROLINA continues to modily

its attitude toward capital punishment,
it won't be long until Central Prison’s gas
chamber is out of business.

Four years ago, the General Assembly
enacted a law permitting a jury fo recom-
mend life imprisonment for a person con-
wvicted of first degree murder. The first
killer sentenced under the new law was a
Mecklenburger. He got life, as did many
other defendants in subsequent months.

The General Assembly furtner amended
the law at the 1953 General Assembly to
permit the State to accept a plea of guilty in
the capital offenses of first degree murder
and burglary, arson and rape. Acceptance
of the plea by the State automatically elim-
inates the death penalty, substituting life
imprisonment therefor.

This week in_Gaston County Superior
Court, a man charged with first degree mui-
der for pumping five bullets into his wife's
body tendered a plea of guilty. The plea
‘was accepted by the Solicitor. The man got
life imprisonment.

How frequently this new legal proceeding
will be used will depend on two things

First, it will be governed by the evidence
available to the state. In most cases in
which the proof of premeditation is clear,

defense attorneys will certainly urge their

county are in such spheres of
government as law enforcement. health,
public education, and tax listing and collect-
ing

There is no objection lo further “study”,
just as long as the word does not become a
synonym for “pigeon-hole

ON THE WAY OUT

clients fo plead guilty, avoiding the gas
chamber and gelting a chance at eventual
parole.

Second, the attitude of Solicitors will be
important. To the Solicitor faced with the
difficult task of proving premeditation,
acceptance of a guilty plea offers an easy
way out. The trial can be completed in a
very short time, at a saving of money and
time to the State. The defendant will get his
day in court, and the ends of justice will be
met.

This newspaper approves of both changes
in the law. which leave it up to the jury
on the one hand or the Solicitor on the other
to determine if the crime is so heinous and
the culprit so vicious as to call for the
supreme. penalty.

The new policy reflects the slowly-evolving
public attitude toward capital punishment.
The last defendant {rom Mecklenburg County
sentenced to die was a Negro who brutally
killed his former employer, a Charlotte
society matron. That was in 1948. There have
been scores of homicides in the ensuing five
years, but no death Sentences. The state-
Wide pattern is similar. It is. we believe, for
the best, though it would be wise to extend
beyond the present limit of 10 years the time
a life defendant should serve before become
ing eligible for parole.

A NEW BRAND OF GOP LEADERSHIP

N AN EDITORIAL last October 8 endors-

ing Mr. Eisenhower for the Presidency,
this newspaper took note of the fact that
*there are men in the .Republican Party
with whom Tue News has done battle over
the years but expressed confidence that
“the responsibility of authority will temper
the irresponsibility and negativeness that are
usually thé trademarks.of a party too long
out of power.”

That has not happened in all cases Re
publicans like Senators Bricker and Me-
Carthy and Representatives Hoffman and
Reed continue to act as if Harry Tiuman
were still President. Other Old Guarders,
however, have thrown their wei
President Eisenhower and are &
strong support on foreign and don

jcy. Semator Capehart of the Banking &
Currency Committee. Speaker Joseph Mar-
tin. Senator Hickenlooper—even Sen  Hob-
ert Taft—have shown new-statute

Perhips the most outstanding of the new
Republican leaders ip~Congress. however, is
Sen. Alexander Wiley of Wisconsin, who
heads the important Foreizn Relations Com.
mittee. Well informed on the intricate and
difficult problems of foreign policy. Senator
Wiley know® that there is no easy road to
peace and securily. This week he gave. this
~wise-counsel to his C

just in terms of how those reactions will
be applauded in Pocono (back home). but
in terms of the reaction will be
thréughout the cl ic world of 1953,

“1 want to say very frankly that 1 believe
that the Congressmen who are not mem-
bers of the foreign policy committees should
have a stronger sense of caution and re-
straint when they approach the difficult
foreign pocy field

“There is too much Olympian talk today
on current, complicated issues by men—
inside and outside of Congress—who have
bathered.to study the facts. , .

s a matter of fact, oo many folks have
become overnight experts on too many sub-
Jects.”

For his own part, Wiley ‘reiterated his
opposition  to the shortsighied Bricker
dment to curtail the Administration's
% 0 the ficld of foreign policy. backed
President  Eisenhower's request to admit
240000 alien refugees over and above immi-
giation quotas, criticired proposals fo curb
fmports from abroad. and endorsed the $5.4
billion Administration foregin aid bill

In Wiley's' view, the Eisenhower Adminis
tration has “blazed new trails for a more
dyn, more effective American foreign
policy,” all the while trying to deveiop
closer team work with Congress, And Wiley,
for one. is zoing to stick with the President.

This is the kind of responsible leadership

Senators nof on the Foreign Relations
Comniittee shoutd-“weightheir_actions._not

From The Chicago Sun-Times

that the Party must_develop if
it is to fill its grave obligation 10 the Ameri

can nation and to the rest of the free world.

3 COURAGE IN A SMALL PACKAGE

Y CHICAGO standards the Western

suburb of Downers Grove. in Du Page
County, is a little town—buf it jsn't afraid
to do big things. Chicago (pep. 3.620.000)
could learn a lesson in moral courage. free-
dom and adherence to high principles from
Downers Grove (pop. 11.900).

Take, for instance. the case of some of
the higher-ups in pur public schools. In-
stead of fighting for academic freedom they
have cravenly appeased the know-nothing
pressure groups which-seek to restrict the

Downers Grove. Before the pressure groups
could ‘even get a foot in the door of Downers
Grove schools, one of the boards of education
adopted the following i

international importance. unless such pres-
entation is otherwise curtailed by lav: pro-
vided always. however, that the superintena- *
ent and all teaching personnel shall excrt
their best and most sincere efforts to pre-
sent such facts objectively and impartially.”

School District 58 is made up of the Down-
ers Grove elementary schools. Shortly after
the resolution was adopted, the Board of
Education of District 99, which oversees the
Downers Grove High School, approved the
same code of conduct for that institution

Chicago's Board of Education would do
well to adopt a similar. charter ,of academic
freedom. If the board were to lay down sucn
a code. it is possible that the professional
educators in the public school system would
muster ‘the courage needed 1o resist the
o hi

*It s the unequivocal policy of
of Education of School District No.

' A good law is one that keeps the other
fellow from doing something you either
dﬂlll&'l do or can't—Ellaville (Ga.) Sun

an You Get Them All Under One Truce Tent?’

People’s Platform

Letters should be brief. The writer's name and address must be given, but may be withheld
from publication in the discretion of the Editors. The News reserves the right to condense.

Hospital Comes Before Cabs

CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tus Nrws.

. (Charlotte Negroes are not suffering for the need

of additional taxi service. if there be one
but they are dying a natural death on account of
the lack of adequate medical care and hospital
facilities.

1 venture the assertion some Negroes who are
now resting in_Pinewood Cemetery and York Me-
morial Park would be alive today if they had re-
ceived all out medical care and adequate hospitali

zation.

Which is now more important, additional taxi
service or the saving of human lives? You know
the answer.

At the rate Negroes are purchasing automobiles
fogether with the expanded operation of the Duke
Power Scrvige, and the present taxis operated, my
people should experience little difficulty in the
lrlmpnr!llmn field.

Less taxis”, and more “Negro hospital®
agitation at this time is my suggestion

JACOB THOMPSON

More Public Housing Needed

CHARLO
Editors, Tur New e

LAST week 1 llltndrd the annual meeting of the

Southeastern Regional Council-National Asso-
ciation of Housing Officials at Daytona Beach,
Florida. To me this was one of the most enlighten-
ing conventions I have had the pleasure of attend-
ing.

I am sure that if all members of Congress
could have been on hand, there would .be no
quellmn about them voting overwhelmingly for

000 additional public housing units for the

h.itll year Personally 1 have wvisited and
seen a great many of the slum areas which still
“exist in the United States from coast to coast, 2nd

from Maine to the Gulf of Mexico,

order to continue to combat communicm
at home, I believe that public housing is our
strongest weapon. It is not sufficient for the resl
estate lobbies to say they will, through private en
terprise, correct the sordid conditions that exist,
because it is entirely beyond their ability 1o do so.
Their failure to do so in the past. or take any
major step in that direction, 1s proof of this state-

Frankly, it is my humble opinion that public
housing is as important to the future of our great
country as the public school system I can think
of nothing that would make a youth’s mind more
ertile for communistic seed than to spend
hours a day in a modern schoal with a sanif
cafeterias from which to get his food—this he
forced to do by law —and at -|w .nu of each day
return to a sordid hovel uhm

six
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Ike's Position On Seaway
WAS NG v
Editors, THr News: Rl
chrdmz your editorial of May
way Is With Us \mm
Impreued with the slo,
ferway proponents that \\ILum Harding. Cooluge,
Heover. . Truman and Fisenhower have
all favored this project” if this were true,

21, “The Sca-
we might be more
Sf. Lawrence wa

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

\"hen John Foster Dulles reported to the lation

'V nation by radio seven days after
Eisenhower's inauguration. he promised  De
that the new Administration would not

“take South America for grantes
Latin Americans hailed the statement,
!‘o.ﬂm ulw:nel noting the menace of

dential crony George Allen
t commentator Upton Close
per was GOP national treasurer after the
ey debacle of 1948, never raised

n became
per knows little about Brazl,
ca's closet friend in South America. owes

1 have done lot of research on this subject
and I cannot find that Wilson ever mentioned it
Hardjng tarwarded, without comment, to Congress
a resolution of some citizens' committee. As a
newspaper man I followed lht Cwlld“ Administra-
tion very closely, even ympanying President
Coolidge to the Black Hilll u| 1027 1 do not
his ever being exercised over this subject.

It is a fact that he did name Mr. Hoover, who
then was his Secretary of Commerce, to head a
group to make a study of this project. Mr. Hoov-
er, as you may recall, was an ‘engineer of renown,
e was also a close friend of Julius Barnes, who
lives in Duluth, and who is the daddy of this
scheme. It was Mr. Barnes indeed who in 1920
dissuaded Mr. Hoover from toying with the Bemo-
cratic presidential nomination, advising him_that
if he wanted to be President of the United States.
he should become a Republican, V\hlch he did. He
was the first President, insofar can learn, ever
to seriously propose the waterway. but I think it
quite significant that the proponents have not been
able in recent years to get him to again endorse
their project.

It is quite apparent to me that propaganda and
pressure forced Mr. Eisenhower into the endorse-
ment of a himited project, and if you were here
in Washington you could appreciate how intense
this propaganda and pressure was. It seems $igniti-
cant that he does not say the waterway is “essep-
tial” to national security, he only says that it is 1
the “interest o
You must ldllul too, in all of this time that’all
of these Presidents are supposed to have been for
the project the Congress has always been against
it and the Congress has made some very exhaustive
studies of it R
CARLISLE BARGERQN
Executive Vice Chair
Nat. St. Lawrence Project Conference

Speller's Execution An Atrocity
MONROE
Editors, T New
AVEICH SPELLER is dead The people of

North Carolina sent him to his death May
20, 1053, at 1007 A, M. The throng came to watch
hifn die as if it might have been a coronation excr-
cite. and as if the crown of death was an honor lo
view bestowed.

His plea of innocence was persistent until the
end. Raleigh Speller was not alone in his plea of
fnnocence. yet as a Negro accused of such a savage
act. the accusation alone was emough to send him
1o the lethal chamber.

When there 1s the least shadow of doubt as to
a man's guilt, it Is a crime against humanity to ren-
der the inhuman ultimate of capital punishment.

In the light of the fact that doubt prevailed
a< to his guilt in the minds of some humane citi
2ens. both white and Negro. it was a major atrocity
committed by the.State of North Carolina, of ihe
most barbaric sort against a helpless victim.

The case is closed as far as the people Without
humane conscience are concerned. No doubt Radio
Moscow will keep the case open for a long time to
come as it is beamed to the teeming millions of
colored peoples in Asia and Africa, and it may be
well for America and the peaple of North Carolina
to remember that just such seemingly insignificant
cases like Raleigh Speller’s may help to intluence
the destiny of the world.
—ROBERT F. WILLIAMS.

sponsor of Iso-
Ken-

uch
and was eased out when Guy Gab-
GOP national chairman.
Amert-

retary Tom Stes

Best of the

Allen, Tru

and Briti (.\nanl hoped the new Sec-
retary of State meant what he said

Today. five months later. the reaction
of Latin-American governments
irom hope, skepticism. to duwumgrmcr\

Particularly they are discou! at
poor calibre of ambassadors xhr lw aa-
ministration is sending them: also at the
discriminatory tariff treatment slapped on
Uruguay, stanchest defender of democracy
in South America.

Secretary Dulles also stated shortly af-

cres

t
man's White Heuse jester who now mana-
ges Tke's farm in Penm)h:ma All in all,
Brazilians are not
ADOI

ranges  AMB!
White was Assistant
for Latin America during the bitter period
when U
Latins still remember this, especially Slexi-
co. the nation to which Whi

ment. White spent 10 years as a foreign

deht cnl!cc!nr in Latin-American countries,

Georze
ment press

R 'I'D ME‘ICO ~— Francis
Secretary of State

S. Marines landed in Nicaragua.-

After leaving the

ADOR TO
KFP\ BLIC — William T. Pheiffer
chief qualification for the job is the fact
that he is law panm-r to White House Sec-

ens.
AMBASSADOR 70 EL SALVADOR—
A. appointees is Michael Mc-
Dermott. old-school, cautious career diplo-
mat who's been in charge of State Depart-
relations since the days of
Frank B. Kellogs.

Tariff On Democracy
Lllm Americans are sensilive people.
Long considering themselves neglected

Political ‘Productions’ On'ﬂif
TendTo Overslmplify |ssue§

TON

’]‘HE CHANGES television is

bringing in pyblic life could
hardly have been lustra

than in the preparations leading up

to the -“show” by President Ei-

| senbower and fou.” members of his
) Cabinet over the ks.

networ}
The ward * M‘Ilmm-mdh- P

p-ndnlly It is the term in

bly lnlhd by ™ pmducm nd

iy performance on

television, I‘belber it is a solemn
discussion of the morals of m:
atomic bombing or a hilarious
vaudeville.

From the first, the White House
show was in the hands of profes-
sionals skilled in the business of

ment when the all-star cast nnnn
on millions of television screens
across the country.

A week before the telecast, ex-
perts from the New Yﬂrk advertis-
ing firm of Battan, , Durs-
tine, and Osborne came m Wa:
ington to assist in directing the
operations. Among them was the
president of BBD & 0. Ben Duffy.
They collaborated with TV profes-
sionals of CBS which handled the
operation for all the networks.
SCRIPT UNDESIRABLE

A “script conference” was held
in the President’s office
experts and the cast. It was agreed
at lhn conference. that there could

reading from prepared man-
uccnpu Nothing is more. depress-
ing to’a TV director than a ch:
acter who reads from a script.
That was one of the many faults,
from the professional viewpoint, of
the appearances o! lormtr
President Harry S. Tru
With agreement on S0 A

scripts, ghe principals would have
1o do a Jot more work. With their
own public relations assistants

they would have to prepare ma-
terial to present in informal and

seemingly extemporaneous fash-
jons v
This, as TV.viewers are well
aware, is a tough assignment. It

is especially difficult for respon-
sible public ~officials who

guard every word they utter. Mrs.
Oveta Culp Hobby, Secretary of
Health, is, for example, so cautious
in the preparation of the speeches

telecast over a private _circuit
to a television screen—a or
— in a sound parked just
mmmlrmh? te
House offices. BBD & O spe-
cialists not the
formance in the large conference
m inside were outside in the
lruclntcllh&'mmlmhm
exactly how the show would look
to the millions who would see it in
homes.
CUE CARDS

since,
elth pnnclpal ‘had been put on cue
cards — large pllclrds with the
words easily read as the cards
are held up out of range of the TV
cameras. Such cue cards have long
been part of the apparatus of
shows meant to be “spontaneous
and unrehear:

hazards in present-
wra v in

ing serious

professional production.
dency is always to mrumpmy.
to boil it down so that a the eal
Joe Citizen of less than nvenn
intelligence ‘can understand. Many
idsues in this complex world sim-
ply do not lend themselves to that
kind of oversimplification. Joe
Citizen™may get a wholly wrong
impression when the question is
reduced to a few one syllable

words.

Last Fall the Republicans spent
heavily for 30-second and one-min-
ute spots in the commercial breaks
on lt.evmon and radio. Even can-
didate Eisenhower recorded some
of those spots. Between his fa-
vorite programs, Joe Citizen heard
simple words about ending the war
in Korea, prosperity, cutting Fed-
eral spending. In view of the loom-
ing problems still ahead, those
words may have been too simple,

Knowland, Recognizing Cost,

Believes Victory Necessary
By JOSEPH & .STEWAlT ALSOP

WASHINGTON
T?ﬂ_STATE Department and
the Pemnon lre in one of
s of ap!lmhlu
wun

trn
‘There are various mdlu!kml lhlt
the most recent U. N. truce offer is
being seriously considered by the
enemy.

Meanwhile, there is a good deal
more than meets the eye in all the
arguments about the way the truce
négotiations are being conducted.
The differences of view about our
Korean truce policy here in Wash-
ington are, on the wl more
significant ' than the differences
between Washington and London.

e most serious of these Wash-
ln)ahm differences have a
behind closéd doors, at the White
House and State Department. Only
a general rumble of debate, a con-
fused sound of disagreement, has
reached the public. So it may
well to set down what the rell is-
sues are.

The champion of the mlmm'y
viewpoint F.
Knowland of (I“fﬁl"ﬂll' a lrl\e
solid man whose outlook
has been much misrepresented.
Sen. Knowland has repnudly led
deputations of protest, at the White
House and the State Department,
against the current conduct of the
truce negotiations. Knowland has
his own truce terms, which are as
follows:

First,

he would not permit any
ing away" of our stand

lorclblt repatriation of
pnmnen of wa

- Second, he v«ﬂld insist on the
unification of Korea.

Third, he would insist further on
a promise from the Chinesé¢ Com-
munists to give no more aid or
comfort to the neighboring Com-
munist movement in Indo-China,
Burma and elsewhere.
FORCEFUL SETTLEMENT

The important thing to note
about the Knowland terms is that
they represent, not a truce, but a
victory. The California Senator

THE DOMINICAN
His

mats,

does not.desire a mere agreement
to stop the fighting in the Far
East. He wants a anent Far
Eastern settlement — which can

be imposed by force of arms.

The difference between the Call-
fornia Senator and many of the
other Asia-minded Republicans is
that he is quite honest enough to
face the real implications of his
viewpoint. Unlike most of his col-
leagues, he does not think that we
can get the terms he wants to get
by some inexpensive miracle or
other. He bitterly opposes the
British viewpoint, for instance. But
he does not say that if the British
just agreed with him, the common
blast of Anglo-American trumpets
would cause the walls of Peking
to fall, like the walls of Jericho,

On the contrary, Knowland Is
well aware that if we want victory,
we have got to fight for it. He is
equally aware that fighting for

I be expensive and risky. He
umply thinks that victory will be
worth the heavy price that it may
cost. And this is because he fur-
ther believes—and with good rea-
son—that a mere cease fire and
continuation of the Far Eastern
status quo must lead to worse
fighting later on.

Against the Knowland view must
be weighed the view of Presi-
dent Eisenhower and Secretary
of State John Foster Dulles, that
victory in the Far East is present-
ly unattainable, for all practical
purposes. Since the President and
Secretary of State do not believe
that the Far Eastern war can be
finally won without unacceptable
risks and sacrifices, they regard
the ending of the fighting in Ko-
rea as a worthy goal in itself. And
since they really do want a truce
instead of a victory, they have re-
sisted laying down truce conditions
which the enemy is certain to re-
fuse.

The spread between those hg\
want a truce and those who wan
a victory has been the real cause
of the repeated rumpuses here.

Lation Americans Resent U. S. Actions

hnlr offend no one. trade, realizing Uruguay had a tough time
preserving democracy alongside Argentina,
#aid no. Uruguayan wool-tops continued to
enter the U. S. A. 0'Mihoney was defeatea.
Now. despite a program of “trade-not-
2id," Dulles has permitted countervailing
duties to be slapped on Uruguayan wool-
tops for the first time lny such duties
have been imposed on America.
“Let's go back." vheen:k Latin dipio-

“to the days when we were taken

for granted.”

Merry-Go-Round

1. Gordon Moore, the President's broth-

because of the Marshall Plan’s focus on erindaw. is not only doing well in
Europe, Latins resent getting runof-the- business these days: he's also daing well
mill o low-grade mats. at bridge. Presidential friends sy _Col.

They also resent the countervailing duty ~Moore is a star at lengthy White House

sessions. . . Clay

fer taking office that he would appoint
15 top ambassadors to Latin America. So
far he has picked five—chiefly heavy
campaign contributofs or GOP playboys.
Here 1 the roll call:

SSADOR TO BRAZIL — Groomed
Rirperraeld Kemper, arch-isoia-
tionist leader of Chicago Tribune Republi-
cans, of the Lumbermen's Mutual
Casualty Co: insurance associate of Press

v likes a debt collector. Herbert

A SSA A
tured Arthur Gardner, former social ad
visor to John Snyder, Truman's Secretary
of the Treasury. His wife Susy, whose
father incorporated old Henty Ford's first
auto venture and got paid in stock now
worth millions. would make an excellent
envov. Arthur wil) work hard. accomplish

slapped on Uruguayan wooltops by the
Administration which Dulles said would
not “take South America for granted.”
Last year, Sen. Joe O'Mahoney, stanch
pillar of the Democratic Party, begged IM
Truman Administration to impose the sa
duty against Uruguay. claimed such unu
protection for Wyoming sheep-growers
would mean his reelection. But Dean
Acheson/ wanting to protect good-neighbor

bridge yton Fritchey n
trying to get the first edition of the Dem:
crat's new pocket-sized mm; numne
—Democrat  Digest—on the ds
late in July. He's shooting (or a mﬂhun
circulation.
almost $40,000 to o Chicago
year's convention. Dwight Palmer, head of
General Cable, resigned as Democratic
treasurer because these bills, despite mon-
ey he raised. were not paid up.
- ‘



