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VETERANS FIRST, CITIZENS SECOND

IG a little deeper in your pockets, folks.
The high-pressure veteran lobby and
some spineless Congressmen have decided
you ought fo continue to pay for the tonsil-
llm!nhl and tummy-aches of some of your
" well-heeled bors.
‘The way it came about, the House Appro-
' priations Committee proposed tha tthe VA
+be given power to verify statements of vet-
erans with non-service-connected ailments,
that they can't pay for treatment. (Veterans
who suffered disability in uniform are as-
sured treatment irregardless of their fi-
‘nances, and properly s0.)
There was good reason for this recom-
. mendation. For one thing, the Government
Accounting Office recently made s spot
“check of the incomes of 336 veterans, with
non-serviceconnected ailments, who swore
they couldn't pay their way. It found 62 in
the $7,000-810.000 income bracket, 25 worth
over $20,000, four worth over $100,000.

It seemed for a while that the House would
stand up to the mounting pressure of the vet-
eran lobbies, and correct this abuse. Wednes-
day the House approved the proposal. Then
Thursday someone, recalling how susceptible
Congressmen are o the powerful vet lobby,
demanded 2 record vote. When it came to
expressing themselves for the record, some
Congressmen got cold feet. So, by a vota
of 217 to 180, the Appropriations Com-
mittee proposal was rejected.

This means that when Joe Doaks, who got
drafted and emerged unscathed from state-
side USO and traffic battles, gets a sore
throat or charlie horse he can get free treat.
ment at a VA hospital, despite the fact that
he's rolling in wealth. And it means there
will be fewer facilities, less medical at-
tention, available to the man who got a
rough shake in combat, who paid a price
the nation can never repay

_BRING ON THOSE MOUNTAIN BOYS

¥ INESDAY'S AP story about the an.

‘ cient Russian planes that have been
bombing Seoul, Kimpo Airport and Inchon
recently belongs in the “now we've heard
everything” category.

The old crates, of 1927 vintage, are made
of wood and fabric so that the radar im-
pulses go right through them. And they
fly so slowly (110 mph maximum speed),
that the fast U. S. jets can't get close to
them without stalling.

Furthermore, the attacks have had an-
other humiliating aspect. The pilots- simply
Jean out of the open cockpits and toss con-
verted artillery shells and hand grenades
into the night air. They don't do a great
deal of damage, by modern standards of
bombardment at least, but they set fires
and destroy an occasional house.

«Well, it oughtn't to ukr the U N. com-
mand long to figure that one out. There
are, in this country, some hundreds or
thousands of World War I vets who became
experts at potshotting Fokkers over the
trenches of France. They learned how to
hug the dirt until the planes drifted by and
then blast away with rifles. And they were
pretty good at it. If you don't believe it,
Just ask any of them.

Or the U. N. might rustle up some Piper
Cubs, load them with Blue Ridge boys
equipped with squirrel guns, and send them
aloft in pursuit of the Russian PO2's.
These boys not only know how to lead a
quarry just right; their timing is so good
that they could probably shoot right through
their own propellers.

FILE 13 FOR THE FORM LETTER

other day we received a lettér signed

by George H. Palmer, publisher of the
Marine News in New York City. It took ls-
sue with one of ouv recent editorials on the
haphazard pork barrel methods by which
rivers and harbors appropriations are ma
His disagreement of course was welcome.
But the unusual thing about the letter was
that it sounded so familiar. Checking back
through the files, we-found another letter
from Mr. Palmer, written in March, 1852,
And, except for the lead paragraph, which
likewise referred to an editorial critical of
pork barrelism, it was, for paragraph after
paragraph, identical to the more recent one.

This was a little surprising. Not that ad-
vocates of the pork barrel system won't find
men to say, as Mr. Palmer did, both times,
that such legislation is “entirely free from
pork . . . economically sound”, a result of
“closer scrutiny as to its worth” than any
other federal expenditure. But what sur-
prised us was that the well-financed, efficient
engineer lobby, with clipping service and
provision for personal replies to editorials
such as ours, used the old form letter.

The smart public relations boys dropped
the form letter long ago. So will we, right
now, in the waste basket.

WHAT CAN BE DONE ABOUT THE WEATHER?

AVING long despaired that mpothing

could be done about the weather, we
are of course grateful to see that someone
is doing something about it. Of course the
group that seeks to control it is Congress.
‘There, recently, bills were introduced to
investigate the connection between artificial
rain-making and various and sundry meteor-
ological disturbances, and between atomic
explosions and tornadoes. with a view to-
ward controlling these tamperings with na-
ture.

The rainmakers, who operate principally
out in what has been termed the “ragged
fringes of civilization” of the great North
west, where water is particularly precious,
have created all sorts of fascinating prob.
lems for farmers, airmen, even the lawyers,
who now have another avenue through
which to litigate controversial water rights
For example, rain. while it may be good for
one man's corn, is bad for his neighbor’s new-
mown hay. Artifically-induced rain is as
whimsical 25 its natural counterpart, and
sometimes falls on the wrong field. to the
chagrin of the haymaker. At times like this

From The Sanford Herald

NO FOREIGN

EWBERRIES may be all right for those
ho like them, says The Greensboro
Daily News, taking note of the Herald's nom-
ination of this Sandhills lump of purple sugar
as queen of the berries, but makes it rasp.

“Have you ever,” it asks in contemplating
the majesty of raspberries, “gone out and
picked them—red. or old-fashioned black at
Grandma's or Aunt Carrie’s in your child-
hood days—off the bush in all their pristine
tastiness, lusciousness :nd flavor?"

No, sir, we haven't, neither at our Grand-
ma's nor at our Aunt Carrie’s, Having
mained in the same red clay and sandy
loam country where we grew up, those sun-
bonnetted ladies grew no raspberries, and
neither did their neighbors. As a little
shaver, though, we did pick r,nmberrtn at
our Aunt Mame's.

But that was away up in Virginia's Loudon
County, in an area jutting into West Virginia

E

the rainmaker is inclined to give nature
credit for his supposed handiwork.

But, goes the growing belief, perhaps this
rainmaking, and the big bomb tests in Ne-
vada, outraged nature, which now retorts
with violent tornadoes.

However, the number of tornadoes this
year is not unduly high, and their severity
is not much greater than usual. During the
past 35 years there has been an average of
157 tornadoes annually. So far this year—
and the tornado season is soon over—there
have been 132. This year a small percentage
of them hit thicklysettled areas, with re-
sultant above-normal death and destruction.

It is, of course, advisable to inquire into
all facets of meteorological phenomena, mat-
ural and otherwise. However, it should be
borne in mind that the preponderant weight
of knowledgeable scientific opinion holds
that tornadoes—or earthquakes, valcanic erup-
tions and temperature for that matter—have
absolutely no connection with rainmaking
and bombbursting. Quite possibly, though,
one of their byproducts is a lot of hot air.

RULER HERE!

Mame's house one morning with the return
from the woods of Bob, the Airedale, who
had tangled with a skunk

Oh, there were things we could say for the
raspberry. There was no stooping to get to
it. it came off the vine easily. and it left no
stain. But its effect upon a palate that had

known wild dewberries and wild strawber-
ries in adjoining fields was a disheartening
flatness—a little like the taste of the mul-

berries that hung so wormiike from a tree
near a creek that once we fastened one to a
fishhook and tried it on unappreciative
horneyheads.

Let England have her Elizabeth and Hol-
land her Juliana and whatever sections that
grow it their raspberry. But in the Sand-
hills we'll pay homage to the dewberry as
queen.

A fortune could be made by inventing a
man’s suit in which what you want isn't
always in some other pocket—Memiphis
Press Scipitar.

A man who lives in a house by the side
of the road can be a friend to man by keep-
ing 'his children out of it.—Ellaville (Ga.)
Sun,

il o, ke et e
wvision set: “The tag refers to city. state, and
federal taxes, madam. The price is addi-
tional."—Asheville Citizen.
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People’s Platform

Letters should be brief. The writer's name and address must be given, but may be withheld
from publication in the discretion of the Editors, The News reserves the right to condense.

Believes Students Favor Bible Study
CHARLOTTE

Editors, Trr News:

S 1 look back two years lnd think of my year

of Bible study in high school, I find it hard
to belicve that some people wish to take this
course out of the high school curriculum. I know
of several students that this study helped keep on
the right track. In comparison, I can remember ne
student who was spiritually weakened because he
took a course in Bible.

There was and is no discrimination made be-
tween the students who do take Bible and those
who do not. It is not compulspry to take this
course, and the students accept it as such. It is
a matter of whether a person wants to take it or
whether he doesn't: but because he doesnt take
the course. the other students and - instructors
do not “talk” about him.

Though 1 have never heard an instructor do so,
what if she does sometimes impart some of her
own church's documentary beliefs in the class-
room in order to clear some point of discussion?
Do not all Christians believe basically the same
facts? It is certainly better to learn something
of the Bible than nothing at all.

It is my belief that if the students them-
selves were asked their opinion, they would vote
almost 100 per cent to leave Bible study in the

public schools.
—JANE CALDWELL

¢ ‘
Appreciates People s Plu‘form
. HOLLY
Editors, Tnz Nrw:
FEEL that 1 mm' say a few words of praise be-
cause of the courageous attitude of The Char-
lotte News in allowing the public to speak on the
matter of Bible in the public schools. When it
came to my attention that not all newspapers would

allow this to be done, I was shocked and amazed.

I do not agree with editorial opinion in an-
other publication that nothing can be accomplished
in this way. In my own case, I have hecome more
sympathetic toward the opposition after reading
how much the study of the Bible means to them.
However, this does not mean that I have changed
my basic stand. 1 still do not feel that the public

schools is the place for it. but since reading how
much it means to some, an idea has come to me.

Why can't churches who want to teach the
Bible to_their youngsters do as some of our Jewish
friends do and have the children attend church
an hour or two several days a week after school,
or on Ssturday? That is the way the Jews teach
their children Hebrew and an appreciation of their
heritage. They needn't attend their own church for
this. Several of the big churches might handle the
entire program either in their own buildings, or

send the teachers in a rotating manner to dif-
ferent points in Charlotte
We are scnsible people, 1 hope. and so far

level. We
3 this thing

the controversy has remained on a
may hit upon some good ideas by tall

over in the Peopie’s Platform (the only place
where it can be talked-over publicly s a very
fine thing that The Charlotte News will allow

us to do this. I have always felt that The News
was fair and liberal and its present stand in al-
Jowing us to speak will Hot be forgotten, by me at
least, for many years to come.

It is_easy to say, as someone has said else-
where. “Take it to court”. but this process is a
long drawnout one, involving time, expense and

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

frequently bitterness as well. We are sensible
enough, in a democratic community, to be able to
help ourselves solve our problem in some other way.

Again, I want to thank The Charlotte News sin-
cerely. I actually became much more agitated over
being denied the freedom to speak through a sim-
ilar channel in another publication than I did over
the original issue of Bible in the public schools!

—RUTH MARTIN TEETER

Country Has Gone To The Cats

SANTA BARBARA, CALIF.
Editors, Tue Nrws;

PROPHE(,IES of plagues like the army worm
invasion have been made hy top ornithologists.
Why? The army worm had f bird ene-
mies. These birds have m’arly vanished, having
been killed .off mostly by cats, but also by human
hunters.

An example of the natural work of birds is
the William Beebe expedition to a wild jungle of
Venezuela never before visited by man. Although
elaborate anti-mosquito devices were brought along,
none were needed or used. Beebe wrote: “We llept
as in a paradise!” Even insects for collection
could not be found, so effectively did birds keep
insects in check.

What the public should. but does not knuw
is that birds act like fire lookouts and fire de-
partments, quelling insect pests before they hi
a chance to multiply. The recent 900 page b
of the Department of Agriculture, “Insects,”
how man has failed with insecticides”. Let b
continue to be slaughtered hy cats and humen.
and all life will go to the

George F. Guelf, C)mrmln Biological Com-
mittee, New York (nnnr\:unn Assn,, in a stirring
article, asked, We Give Our Country Over
to Bugs and Cats?" There is no “must” about it,
but this country has been taken over by cats, lnd

after the cats come the army worms,
any of the more than a million kinds of huecu

Cat lovers endlessly repeat the disproved alibt
that unless cats run loose, they country will
flooded with rats. It is flooded with both cats and
rats.

GERTRUDE CIIARN\'. President
Friends of The Birds, Inc.

Note Of Appreciation

Editors, Tux Nrws:
HIS is just fo thank you and your mewspaper
staff for the immense kindness you have shown
this small and struggling school in the matter
of news coverage during the last year. On all sides
1 receive commendation, and I realize how much
this credit is due to you and those who work
with and for you. I realize that you have very,
very often used our copy when it is not exactly
news, and I am aware that this extra kindness
on your part has helped us immeasurably.
—ROBERT BOOKER, Headmaster
Charlotte Country Day School

CHARLOTTE

-'Nuff Said

LOS ANGELES, CALIF.

Editors, T Nrws:
NER of living and manner of doing things

are more. likely to be the real reasons for
discrimination than differences of religious beliefs

or racial lines.
WILLIAM R. SULLIVAN
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Biggest U.S. Problem=Atomic -
Defense—Is Kept Under Wraps

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

ment of the first Snvkt atomic ex-
plosion in September, 1949.
In an informal sense, Cat -ny
rate, the first exception to the:
rn s is an article on “Awml
Weapons and American Policy,”
by Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer, ap-
pearing in the current issue of
. “Foreign Affairs.”
COUNCIL CONCERNED
This article by lha lrn( scien-
tist who had the
sibility for the bomb lhl! Iﬂl on
Hiroshima, was originally pre-
aepared as an address to a select
group of students of foreign rela-
tions. The address, off the
record, caused expressions of con-
cern by the staff of the Nation-
al Security Council. Hence, the Se-
curity Council had to be
whether there was any obstacle,
when ‘‘Foreign Affairs” wanted to
Ve ai

A species of “nihil

was not a formal clearance; and
did not imply either approval
or disapproval, was granted in the

n
Against this background, there is
special interest in Dr. Oppenheim-
er's efforts to look at the atomic
lrmlmems race in "th! lule light
is to be
hlslory, and w-'nml uu nature
of it, without revealing anything."
Oppenheimer, it should be
noted, is neither specific nor sen-
. He does not deal in num-
bers of atomic bombs or precise
methods of delivery, in kilotons of
megadeatlis. He begins simply, M
recording his own “rough guess
as to Soviet atomic progress.

1 think,”" he writes, “that the
U. S. S. R. is about four years
behind us. And I think that the
scale of its operation h not .. b
as ours was four years
be something like hll.( as bll

Remarking that “this sounds
comfortably reassuring,” he then
proceeds to show the coldness of
the comfort of our so-called “‘atom-
ic lead.” He reminds his readers
that the primitive bulnb that fell
on Hiroshima killed 70,
He suggests that an nnmle lead
does not matter very much when
both sides have enough bombs,
much more terrible than the bomb
that fell on Hiroshima, so that
they can utterly destroy each oth-

er. He bleakly remarks that i
these circum: types of

bombs tomic stock-
piles tter much less than “‘the
delivery and the art of de-

“There has been relatively little
done to secure our defense against
the atom,"” b' adds grimly. And 2
little later, he says further: “We
may anticipate a state of affairs
in which two mn wwrn will
each be in 2 to put an
end to the clvilludnn and life of
the other, though not without risk-
ing its own. We mny be likened to
two scorpions a e, each
capable of hllinl the other, but
only at the risk of his own life.”

*“This prospect

fact that needs
ed is that the time in which this
will happen is short.”

Within this short time, Dr. Op-
_penheimer continues, the highest
need is for “the greatest attain-
able freedom of action.” To at-
tain, and to maintain, this nation-
al freedom of action, Dr. Oppen-
beimer offers three prescriptions.

do what can be done to improve
our air defenses.

The main facts are known to the
enemy, he declares. Moreover our
people and our allies are owed the
facts. The very workings of our
free society depend upon the free
“interplay, the conflict of opinion
and debate,” and from a “public
opinion (m\ﬂdenct) that it knows

e truth

“l do not think,” he says, “that
a country like ours can in any
real sense survive if we are afraid
of our people.”

As to the improvement of our air
defenses, Dr. Oppenheimer admits
that no air defense system now
envisioned will constitute “‘a per-
manent luluum of the problem of
the atom.” But, he goes on, “that
is no reasan for not doing a little
better than we are doing.”

This, you would think, ought not
to have agitated anyone, much less
the eminent staff of the National
Security Council. Why then was
there a threat of an official at-
tack of merves, about this rigidly
restricted, painfully incomplete
speaking-out?

swer is as simple as it is
unpleasant. If the plain truth about
the national situation is told to the
American people, something will
ave to be done about it. Some-

thing cannot be done about it, while
we also

of our national problems is shoved
under the rug. And there the prob-
lem grows in darkness.

Supreme Court Beset By Old
Animosities Between Justices

By MARQUIS CHILDS .

WASHINGTON

I\' THE TURMOIL of the time

our institutions have received

heavy blows. The Supreme Court

of the United States has been buf-

feted since 1933 by the winds of

change blowing fiercely from ev-
ery quarter of the compass.

The Rosenberg case illustrates
once again the stresses and strains
to which this human institution
has been subjected. It reveals the
inner controversy, the depth of
feeling, among the nine men who
refer to each other as “The Breth-
ren,” a phrase touched in latter
times with heavy sarcasm. What
it brings to the fore, too, is the

4 case of Justice William O. Douglas
whose action grantiff a stay of
execution brought the Court back

The background is important.
Two days before Douglas, acting
alone as he had every right in
law to do, stayed the execution
the full Court had considered the
Rosenberg case. The last of six
appeals had been taken to Justice
Robert H. Jackson, who by geo-
graphical ssignment  presides
over the Circuit Court of Appeals
for New York.

Jackson recommended that the
full Court hear oral argument on
the appeal on the last day of the
regular term. Justices Harold Bur-
ton and Felix Frankfurter agreed
Justice Hugo Black was in favor
of a rehearing on the issues, but

ce that was impossible he was
lﬂ]mx 1o join with the other three
in hearing the argument to stop
the execution, at least temporari-

1y.

yﬂne more vote, that of Justice
Douglas, would have made a ma-
jority of five and the argument

'
would have been heard in the regu-
lar way by the full Court. The feel-
ing between Jackson and Douglas
has been bitter ever since Jack-
son failed to be appointed Chief
Justice, The official journal pre-
sents Douglas' position as fol-

“Mr. Justice Douglas would
grant a stay and hear the case
on the merits, as he thinks the

stantial questions.

But since the
Court has decided not to take the

case, there would be no end
served by hearing oral argument
on the motion for a stay. For the
motion presents no new substan-
tial question not presented by the
petition for certiorari and by the
petition for rehearing."

So Douglas cast the fifth vote
against considering whether the
execution should be held up. Then
two days later, after most of the
Justices had left the city, he
granted the stay.

This action aroused the old ani-

in the Court. The feel-
the institution i that
new blow bringin
doubt and ridicule, w
authority of a tribunal al
fering from dissension within and
division without.

Seeing those black robed men
against the background of the tow-
ering marble columns and the
red velvet curtain, one finds it
hard to believe that prejudices
and predilections cut so deeply.
But now and then this comes to
the surface in unmistakeable fash-
fon. The concept of men dedicat-
ed to the law, more or less with-
drawn from the controversies of
day to day existence, scems even
as an ideal to be discarded.

Connection Between A-Bomb, Tornadoes?

WASHINGTON

CIENTISTS are loath to discuss it in

public, but some of them privately
connection than the
Weather Bureau admits between the atomic
tests in Nevada and the unmprecedented
wave of tornadoes that swept the mation

To date. the few scientists who have
made public statements have carefully
reassured the nation there's “po connec
tion” between the two events. But other
scientists are far {rom satisfied and would
like to see the whole subject thoroughly
explored by a_committee of experts.

Here's the way one top physicist pri-
vately feels about the subject.

“Admittedly. the forces that make up
our weather are vastly greater than the
power of those atom biasts. But the really
important - question is rather: ‘Can an
A-bomb rxp'oqon trigger an explosion in
the atmospher

“We ali lnnu continues the physicist,
“that a few handfuls of silver iodide, prop-
erly vaporized, can bring down thousands
ver-iodide simply
the action. For years, scientists
i with the Wil-

o1
striggers”
have

son Cloud Chamber—that's a glass cham-
ber containing clear, moist air. And when
we inject a few charged particles into the
chamber, such as electrons, the moist air
rapidly condenses into drops of water. The
key fact in this experiment is that the par-
ticles are charged particles.

“Following an atom blast the air be-
comes full of dust particles—not ordi-
nary dust, but radioactive, or charged dust.
Hs practically the same kind of charged

‘dust’ we use to trigger the reaction
in the Wilson Cloud Chamber. When the
conditions are right, a very small trigger of
charged dust particles can produce a huge
reaction, out of all proportions to
size of the trigger.”

“Take the case of the Fastman Kodak
Co., for example.” explained the physicist.
“They're located in Rochester, N. Y.—
almost 3,000 miles away from the atom
test grounds. Despite the distance, how-
ever, Eastman can detect radiation from
an A-blast on their photographic film in
Rochester. In fact. Eastman authorities are
warned in advance of each explosion so
they can safeguard their film from the

_dust shot into the air three

thousand miles away. Remember, this is
charged dust, and if it can float lu Roches-
ter, it can also float to Worcester, Mass.,
or Flint, Mich., or.Cleveland, Ohio, where
they've just tornadoes.

“I'm not saying flatly that there's a
connection between the atom explosions
and the tornadoes, But I certainly think
there's enough evidence to make us want
to examine the whole subject. Remember,
a small trigger can set off a mighty big
explosion. And those floating particles of
radicactive dust may be just the trigger
that old man weather needs to send him on
a rampage.”

Dam Vs. Indian Village

CARL Mundt, the plump and pleasant
Senator frem South Dakota, didn't
count on any opposition, when his wife
charmed Postmaster General Summerfield
into going to bat for Oahe Dam when
-hembuxohmnnwmnumn
er party.
" Toanks to Mrs.  Mundts
charm, Summerfield used his

persuasive
own per-

suasion on the Dirtdar of the Budget and
got $8.250,000 for Oshe Dam restored to
the budget—on condition the Senator from
South Dakota cut $8250,000 from

ather part of the budgety

Despite the Senator's enthusiasm,
ever, all is not plain sailing for Olh!
Dam. In the first place, South Dakota farm-
er:oilﬂnl along the Missouri who will be

rtmen
bappy—in fact, is boiling mad and de-

to get its cut 5
Finally, and most interesting of all,
there’s a growing tide of opposition from
scientists and historians who point out
that the waters of Oahe Reservoir will flood
some of the most priceless prehistoric In-
dhz:- ruins on the North American conti-
nenf



