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SATURDAY, MAY 16, 1953

THE NEW City Administration adheres
4o the cstomary procedure, ope of the
fems of business will be the selection
public improvement projects to be car-

out in next two years. City Coun-
seem to feel that they can make
for posterity in this way, though,
doubt that one out of 100 cit-
you who was on the Council
Memorial Stadium was built,
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Independence Boulevard decided upon
if the members of the new Council
the established pattern, they will do
little trading here and there—*logrolling’
often called—in order to get some of
their favorite or pet projects approved. Two
years ago, the “deals” on E. 36th St and
W. 5th St. stirred quite a flurry of excite-
ment. o

We're not 5o naive as to believe that poi-
ftics, or government, can be kept completely
free of trades, but we do submit that there's
a better way to plan and carry out public
improvement projects. That's by adopting
what is called a capital expenditures budget.
and carrying it forward from year to year.

The litest issue of Populor Government
has an article by Philip P. Green Jr, an
assistant  diréctor of the Institute of Gov-
ernment. It explains, in great detail, just
bow a capital expenditures budget is set up
and how it works. Green describes it this way:

"ln brief, it is a planned program for
furnishing of public improvements. It

h a priority list, prepared against a back-
ground of the city's R!’llerll financial sit-
uation, of projects which are to be car-
ried out in furtherance of the city's de-
wvelopment. It is not a means of encouraging
a city to spend more on grandiose projects

TIME FOR A CHANGE

HE EMPHASIS in Washington these

days is upon reorganization, fresh looks,
new teams. Almost every Cabinet Depart-
ment has been revamped already, or has in
the works a major overhaul. Most all, that
is, except the Post Office Department.

We do not propose to recount here the
ways in which political influence unduly
affects postmasterships, a characteristic of
the postal system that Republicans excoriated
before they assumed power. have disre-
garded since. Sufficient to say, we expech
the Republicans to put forward promptly
corrective measures in line with those rec-
ommended by their former ltlde‘r‘ Herbert
Hoover. and his
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A SUGCESTION FOR THE CITY COUNCIL

it can afford. Rather it is a means of
lmdlnl the city's ne provement pro-
gram along desirable channels and insuring
that it is carried out in an orderly fashion.”

Many American cities. including several
in North Carolina, have already adopted the
capital expenditures budget as standard pro-
cedure. It is composed of three main sec-
tions:

1. A detailed list of projects to be under-
taken during the coming year, which be-
comes a part of the regular budget.

2. Another program. not so detailed but
with priorities assigned, to be undertaken
during the following five vears. The two
sections together are frequently described
ac a “sixyear capital improvement pro-
gram”.

3 A third list of projects. without prior-
ity. 10 be started al some time after the
six-year period

Sections 2 and 3 are flexible. They may
be changed from time to time as the citys
condition changes In practice. they are
reviewed at the end of each year. Some may
be dropped. Some may be moved up the
scale. New ones may be added. But at all
times there is an orderly picture of the
community’s needs before the members of
the Council and the taxpayers.

The arguments in favor of the capital
expenditures budget, as cited by Mr. Green,
are too varied-and too numerous to be listed
here. They convinced us that the system
which has worked so well elsewhere would
work well here. And we suggest to the
members of the new Council that they ask
Mr. Green to come to Charlotte and explain
what the system would do for the City of
Charlotte.

“A purchase of tve bdlle plates for $2.97

four months to proc

* dparunenu “accounting lnl; to
meet any of the requirements normaliy
expected of ern accounting sysicm
except that it serves to establish account-
ability for cash

“Over a million earning statements are
issued yearly for the 32,500 rural carriers,
and each statement is handled five times
during its preparation

The time is ripe for the Republican lead-
ership to carry out its platform pledge to
carry through the Hoover Commission rec-
ommendations, as they relate to the Post

tion of the Execative Brlneh.

But another aspect of the postal system
wants attention, too. The Post Oifice con-
tinues to be a bastion of bureaucracy and
red tape. This characteristic of the depart-
ment was well-documented by the Hoover
Commission. Its opinion is fortified by a
report issued a few days ago by the Gov-
ernment Accounting Office, which found
that:

UR Mr Fesperman's story in THE NEWS

ahout the removal of the flag from the
old Chamber of Commerce offices on West
Fourth set us to pondering about Old Glory
There flag problem coming up. you
know, and while it isnt too important it's
mot 100 sorn to start thinking about it. The
problem .. Where in the flag are they going
to put the stars of Hawaii and Alaska when
they achieve statehood?

Traditionally. each new state rates a star
Twenty-eight were added never more than
one or two at a time, from 1818 until 1912,
when New Mexico and Arizona became the
47th and 48th states in the Union. That is
most evervone thought they were the 47th
and 48th. Actually, the flag has been tech-
nically wrong for some 150 years. for it
just came out recently that Ohio, despite
the fact that it produced eight Presidents
and Senator Taft. wasn't even a member of
the union. Somebody forgot to put the final
Jegal touches on the state's admittance
papers, so now Representative Bender of
Ohio 15 asking ('unm.- to make everything
nd retroactive to 1803
ere should be only 47 stars
bow i the world
into a geometrically

Office . The major
tions are:

Remove appointments of postmasters from
politics.

Decentralize the postal service, so Wash-
ington doesn't have to make all the minor
decisions.

Update budgeting and accounting proce-
ures.

Write into law a requirement that a Post
master-General be a non-political appointee.

WHERE WILL WE PUT THE STARS?

stars on a field of biue. Congressmen or
somebody decided what the heck. let's keep
the 48 stars up there. because their six-one-
way-eight the-other arrangement works out
so simply

If Hawaii (and Ohio) are finally adm;
there will be 49 states. and a seven-by-seven
arrangement will work out nicely But how
about Alaska® As soon as the flagmakers
have made a killing selling 49-star flags,
then the Democrats will come back into
power and bring Alaska into the union
Fifty stars won't look t0o goed. in a ten by
five arrangement. but that may be the most
satisfactory solution

And don't forget Puerto Rico. If anyone
thinks its chances of eventual statehood are
dim let him remember that Senor Romany,
that little delegate who convulsed the Repub
lican convention in Chicago. is not omly a
wheel in his natve Puerto Rico, but an
ardent champion of statehood. After an
appearance or two on mainland TV again
he might have Congressmen galore insist-™
ing on Puerto Rican statehood

What would we have then™—351
designer’s nightiare

Maybe we ought to hurry Ohio into the
union, breathe a sigh of relief. and limt

stars. a

“Care To Look Over Our Line, Friend?”
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Reds Develop Interceptor

U.S. Bomber Force Weak

BY JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON
Fon several_different reasons, chiefly secret, the
Intelligence branches of the American Armed
Services have now agreed that the Soviets are
producing a good all-weather jet fighter, fully
equlpyed with tracking radar,
is a rather belated recognition of a I
vhlch the Air Force, particularly, has been re-
luctant to face. British Intelligence sources began
to report the existence of a Soviet all-weather Jet
long before this. Various vital indices, such as the
progress of the Soviet electronics industry, bave
long pointed in the same direction. Other indices,
such as the enormous expansion of Soviet alumi-
num out-put, have equally pointed towards a ma-
Jor increase in Soviet arcrait production, that
would make room for new types
The role of the Soviet all-weather jet will be
to replace the MIG-15, a day lighter without track-
mg rader, as the main weapon of the Soviet aur
defense system. The Kremlin's home defense force
is currently composed of {rom 3,500 to 4,000 MIGs
(as compared with 1800 aerial cats and dogs wn
this country). The process for replacement will
take at least two years, probably three years, and
perhaps four years. As the all-weather ;eu e
phased into the home defense air
ALIG-15s will no doubt be phased out to m. satel.
lites, for tactical ar and forward air defense
uses.

Far-Reaching Effect

HE effect of this replacement will be hr reach-
ing indeed. Even today, the Soviet air warning
net is dense and elaborate (as compared with our
own rickety and penetrable “radar fence”). The
weakness 1s the MIG-15s. for the MIG, being a
day fighter. leaves the Soviet Union gravely ex-
posed 10 night and bad weather attacks. The weak-
ness will be transformed into a source of
when the MIG-15s are replaced by the
weather jets. And this new situation must be ex-
pected and prepared lor by 1855-'36, or 195657 at
the latest.

No development could have more bearing on
American military planning, which squarely hinges
upon the Strategic Air Command. SAC is the “retal-
Jatory st orce” that is counted upon to deter
Soviet aggression. SAC's big planes are our chief
means of exploiting our only real military ad-
vantage, the American lead in atomic and thermo-
nuclear weapons. If SAC ceases to be able to de-
liver those weapons to enemy targets, our mili-
tary planning will simply cease to sense.

The meaning of the Soviet all-weather fighter
is all too simple. SAC will no longer be able to
do its assigned job before very long. unless a
much greater effort is made to improve SAC in
step with the improvement of Soviet air defenses.

As of today. SAC comprises 40 air groups in-
stead of the 57 groups set as the SAC minimum
in the 143 group Air Force program. Of these 40
groups. moreover, only three groups now have
modern jet bombers—medium range B-47s.
long-range jet bomber. the B-52. is still far (mm
the stage of operational usefulness. Thus

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

main strength of SAC is now composed of ob-
solescent B-50s and obsolete B-20s in the medium
range category, and of obsolescent B-26s in the
vital longrange category.

Such a SAC force can get past an air defense
that does not work at night or in bad weather. But
it cannot get past an air defense based on speedy
all-weather jets, equipped with tracking radar. The
vast bulk of the existing SAC force, in short, 15

bout to become totally obsolete.

Meanwhile. replacement rates of B-50s and
B-29s with usable B-47s and B-52s were lnylhlnl
but satisfactory, even under the Truman
program. In the medium range category
Truman program would have left us at least \\l(h
two B-50 groups in 1956. Replacement of the long-
range B-36s with B-52s was to have taken even
longer. Indeed. the longrange groups. which are
the real backbone of SAC, were not o have been
fully modernized until 1958-'

LeMay Demands Action

FOR these reasons, our brilliant Strategic Air
Commander. Gen. Curtis LeMay. began to de-
mand an emergency effort to strengthen SAC more
than a year ago. LeMay then asked for mo less
than 14 new groups of B-52s, at an additional
cost of $10,000,000,000. He plumped for the more ex-
pensive B52s instead of B-47s because of the de-
pendence of the medium range B-47s on overseas air
basis. He argued that we could no longer build
all our hopes on air bases too near the centers
of Soviet power since Soviet power was growing
o0 fast.

LeMay's request was rejected. But his argu
ment gained strength with each passing month,
News of the Soviet all-weather jet also came in.
Hence one of the last decisions made by Secretary
of Defense Lovett and Secretary of the Air Force
Finletter was to ask for funds for a second B-52
production line The was to speed re-
placement of B-36s with B-52s.

Today. however, cut-back and slow-down are
the rule for strategic air as for our whole defense
program. The 57 group goal for SAC must in-
evitably go by the board, along with the 143 group
air program. B-47 production facilities are likely
to be reduced. A second production line for the
B-52s is almost certain to be abandoned. In short,
the necessary effort to improve SAC is nbt to be
made. Just where this will leave the United States.
when SAC can no longer orm its assigned
task. and our military planning comes utterly un-
stuck, no one has yet attempted to explain.

Quote, Unquote

is it we speak of the “old-fashi
ma bm not the “old-fashioned vices’
gomery Advertiser.
One way to read the news about decontrol of
lipstick is um the price ing is going up—
St. Louis Post-Dispateh.

Air Vs. Artillery

* Slashes In'Defense Spendmg

Slated To Be Parhsan Issue

a

Jeng background of knowledge and
experience, has said.

To go the figures and the
pled.z accompanying them is dif-
ficult. This has been the discovery
o! Sen slum Symm‘lan of Mis-
expert knowl-
«1. of arms and the security they
buy by reason of his years as Sec-
retary of the Air Force, than any-
one else in the Senate.
auu-nows rAlllEn

rch 11 speaking befcr! the
Phﬂ-delphu Bulletin Forum, Sym-
ington put a series of searching
«questions. He hoped to get answers
which x‘wla give the public some
ide: the tive military
strength of the Soviet Union and
the United States together with the
rest of the world. He asked in par-
ticular that the facts be made
known as to the .number of jet
bombers, the numbe: of long range
submarines, the atomic capabil-
ities of the Soviet Union. He asked
for the government's estimate of a
Soviet atomic D-day and whether,
the American defense program
was organized to meet it.

A few days after he made the
speech, Symington called on Sen.
Leverett Saltonstall of Mass.,
chairman of the Senate Armed
Services Committee, to relay these
questions to the_President.

In a letter to the White House in
general terms, Saltonstall asked
whether the increased defense pro-
gram had meant actual improve-

ents in security. Eisenhower sub-
sequently released a reply also ex-

answers, The

report
rhlrj: you have ex)
interest.”

This seemed to be uyinl that
Congress could not be trusted
with classified information. All too
often,’ of course, Congressional
leaks have revealed secret mili-
tary testimony. But much of the
information Symington was seek-
ing concerns Russia's strength and
(hlt is hardly a lecn& from the

's in the Krem!

Lll'wiu. Soviet lll.l}nry lnulll-
gence has since records
many of the deficiencies in m-
defense system of the Wgn Re-
cently the statement w:
for example, that we e j\l-!
12 Sabre Jets, the only plane capa-
ble of beating the hussian MIC,
patrolling the entire European and
Middle Eastern border of the
free world. That fact is surely
well known to the Russians.

Symington will shortly begin to
blast at what he believes to be
disastrous cuts e defense
budget and so will other Demo-
crats. Senator Richard Russell of
Georgia, the able ranking minori.
ty member of the Senate Armed
Services Committee, will lead the
fight. The expectation now is that
specific cuts will be brought up
for a series of record votes in the
Senate. Most of the minority are
expected to stand behind the full
amounts called for in the Tru-
man budget

is suggests that defense ex-
penditures may become a party
issue. As such it could carry over
into the Congressional campaign
next year with Democrats charg-
ing the Republicans with shorting
on the nation's security.

Those who are deeply concerned
lest a new cutback seriously jeop-
ardize the steady growth of ade-
quate rearmament hope that it
will not become a partisan con-
test. They are looking for Repub-
lican support on the test votes,
But that is probably a vain hope.
The Republican majority is pretty
completely \mder the control 0(

Tal

ing from the mnm A narrow
path of economy on this matter
will not be taken lightly.

Hemingway Can Now Chuckle
At His Erstwhile Critics

By ROBERT C. RUARK

NEW YORK
AS A heroworshipper. 1 am real

pleased Papa won the Pulitz
for “0ld Man and the Sei
cause nobody ever knocked that
particular prize unless he was
sour-graping, and it's real nice to
come back strong when the carpers

- Acrols the River and Into the
Trees." if that was the title, and
then the old boy came hard off
the floor and back into the cham-

1 am of the school which would
rather read bad Hemingway than
good an; y else, and 1 't
like it when lmy 80 around sneer-
ing at my heroes. Sneer they did
on the “Over the River” (and
whatever the rest of it was), in-
cluding me, which is not nice of
small boys in the presence of their
wiser elders.

Mr. Hemingway never makes a
practice of explaining his books,
either in advance or in retrospect,
which is one of the mire admirable
of his characteristics. He

clobbering on the ‘‘River-Trees”
effort like the big. burly grown
man he is, and, in effect, told the
critics to go te themselves
something longer than 700 words.

HIS OBJECTIVE
lbdlev!lkm‘hlhetu
shooting a regretted book
before "Old Mln" He had a con-
siderable shock to his physical wel-

inated

fare while in Italy, and be sat
down and wrote one of thost last-
805D pleces about “ ightly hoary
gentlemen on the edge of becom-
ing extinct, which is what he might
have felt at the time. The book
was written for the big, bold ones
who've shot most of the wad and
ain't looking forward very strong
10 next Christmas.

As such it w, good book.

ere never was an author ith
pride of craft who wrote a worse
book than he could write. Profes.
sional conceit demands that even
if a commodity is not judged good
by people with the two bucks to
buy it. it was the best the m
had in him at the time and got his
full effort

1 almost always get angry at the
conceit of the reader, who owns
you for two bucks, and who scofls
at scars and never felt a wound
when it comes to the battle of au-
thorship. He can buy you but he
doesn't own you, and until he has
stuck his fanny to a chair seat
and glared at a vast expanse of
white paper he has very little nght
to call himself eritic.

What the reader of long efforts
seldom realizes is that there are
an awful lot of commas and prep-
ositions and conjunctions in any
piece of prose, and that the brick-
laying and lathe-nailing takes a
far sight longer than the interior

know,
ing is as bard as good

Army Atomic Gun To Make Costly Debut

Outside Looking In

and carry deadly radiation back ‘o

our own troops. In Nevada, for instance,

CHIE" pride of the Army is the
cannon now being tested in Nevada.
For approximately two years the Army
has been preparing for this test, even
broke the story of atomic artillery before
the sectet was supposed to be known.
However. without detracting from the im-
portance of land forces or the gallantry
of the doughboy, the cold, sober facts in-
dicate that atomic artillery is largely pride
and waste of the taxpayers' money.
What the public does not know as the
atomic-artillery experiments take place

IS highlights the fact that AI the Army
is going to fly atomic shells up to the
ront, there is no reason why a plane cam't
ﬂy a little farther and drop an A-bomb
over the enemy instead of landing the
plane. unloading the atomic shell, putting
in a cannon and firing it the remaining

fe' miles.
Air Force-and atomic officials argue that
might as well carry a bomb—
which is much cheaper than an atomie

the number of stars to 48. no matter how
many new states come in Or maybe some-
one 15 better at flag-designing than we are.

IS is why some atomic experts charge
that the only reason for atomic artllery

h lo ltl me gel in on the atomic
as been on the

ockids of ibe somi “bicture looking in.

And the Army has been so anxious to
get into the picture that they proposed
to the Atomic Energy Commission that
atomic shells for the current Nevada test

carried across the continental United
Statas altermately by boat. truck and rail

ment> mr private suspicion
has been long
g around 47

the Awmle Energy Commission will not
permit an atomic un l! there sligh
est bit ul bad weal o he -
The Army also ctmlnd.l that the atomie
cannon is mobile—rather a strange argu-
m(nmihxuuﬂl!uypheonhuvy
that it can cross few of

From The Christian Science Monitor

NAVY BEANS

READ with interest of the ex hard tack. but it's a harder task to please

3 in order event to the shell—over enemy lines and drop it in the
) & who wrote in 1o the the young Iry wha-has once had o taste of  Neyids if that ‘l"“;‘{"‘m‘:“‘:,p'fm":;’ American Pblle ead lqneeu out every bit first place, thus avoiding the trouble of mobile than a plane,” snorted one scientist
galley recipes—because he misses the old  the sea. 00000 That's the amount of money that of publicity possible. When the AEC landing g and unloading, when he ar,
Navy chow. —_ il dlssaive 'in the rmllml mushroom  this ﬂv-n‘:“m: d:nw;\u*:g tﬂv“ﬂ the Army intends to use th whacks, the Army has
- i § " i cloud over Frenchman's Fla proposed umm; carried o iter planes to direct atomicartillry asked for 100 atomic canno
This will confirm those Army men who There are four kinds of husbands. The ‘After that first burst, the mp. across the continent instead of a live bomb. g " 4 means that the spotter plane but seeret nonlml. of shells. A:d vlv‘k:u':

complain bitterly that it's the men on the sea On¢ Who runs the vacuum cleaner for his  4,p oyt $3.000000 each time an atomic  [n other words. though the Unifica- itself might

who live off the fat of the land. 1t will con. *ife. The one who makes himself scarce  hell is fired. The initial amount of $7 . tion Act was supposed to unite the Amy instead of directing artillery wheve  to the bone, the Army is the only branch

firm those sncient warriors of World War  “hile she runs it. The one who sits and reads  000.000 covered the cost of the first expers  and Navy. it set up one new branch of to fire an Ashell. bl ol fglit g et oo Mt

I who grumble thst armed service has be ~ Wiile she runs it. And the one who makes ;r;ems b';lt" will ::;ffm}m after that  service — the Air rwee.—and has ur The Army m,m this with the argu. 0 the tune of $1.500,000,000.

come 3 veritable picnic for the psmpered her turn it off because he's listening to the i for each stoutk dbell oversy m. G904 the rivalry of all three ment that the ato more ac  Thig bas caused some Pentagon officisls

young whippersnapper of today. And it will _ ball game on the radio.—Kmgsport (Tenn.)  gide the Atomic Energy Commission and in At a recent meeting of m.lhl:ry atomic  curate than atomic mic_ boab om the air from other services to remark (hat they

confirm the impression of landlubbers i 7vmes. Side the Pentagon over whether atomic ar. €XPEFts. the Army representative was asked  and can be executed in any kind of weath-  wish President Eisenhower had served m
pointblank whether the Army would risk er. To this_atomic scient that ir rather in the

tillery is worth all the expense. Because
the unfortunate fact 1s that atomic artillery
burns precious fissionable material as if 1t
were as cheap and plentiful as common
black powder. Furthermore 90 per cent
of this fissionable material goes to waste,

as against only 30 per cent waste in an
atomic bomb.

general that a sailor's life is a jolly ove, yo-
bobo and a bottie of chili sauce.

“Home Is the sailor, home from the sea”™
wrote Robert Louis
and might have added “—home from chow
on the main" The old salt may stick to his

stockpiling atomic shells near the fromt
during a military engagement, for fear of a
the enemy might ovemm the t line
and capture the $3.000,

The Army replied uu( Ihe shells mm
be kept safe well behind the lines and
flown to the front as

In Montreat when you get a traffic viola-
tion ticket you can pay the fine at your bank.
Theory hat it won't burt so
much if you can prefend you are only mak-
ing a deposit—Jopim (Mo, Globe.

They also point out that atomic shells
should nmever be fired in bad wea
since wind and rail might become contam-

% e s | y .




