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V. 8. Chamber of Commerce, at its

,tA annual meeting in ‘Washington this

week, heard a group of distinguished speak-

ers with diverse views. One of the best

es was that of Undersecretary of

State Walter Bedell Smith, who wrapped up
U. S. foreign policy objectives.

The Communists, he said, would give
®enthusiastic approval” to erection of new
trade barriers among free nations. He illus-
trated, in dollars and sense language busi-
nessmen understand, the economic dangers
in protectionist legislation now proposed. He
emphasized the need for removal of obstruc-
tions to allied unity and flexibility of action
if Communist tactics are to be countered.
He reaffirmed, in moderate language, the
Administration's opposition to the Bricker
amendment, which would limit the Presi-
dent's power to make the treaties and exec-
utive agreements by which this unity and
fexibility is achieved.

The next day Senator Bricker spoke at

LTHOUGH state and federal authorities

were able to smash-the Ku Klux Klan
in eastern North Carolina with existing
statutes, Solicitor Ciifton Moore of Burgaw,
who prosecuted

asked the General Assembly to pass one.

This week the antiKlan bill became law—
and in a form that no non-Klansman, save
possibly our top North Carolina Communist,
dunius Scales, could object to.

As written originally, the law might have
been against such “secret” organiza-
_tions as the American Legion, the Order of
Masonry, social fraternities, labor unions. Its
language was much too broad.

As amended, it is aimed only at any secret
society organized for the purpose of circum-
venting state law. It regulates the wearing
of masks in public, the holding of secret
meetings by such societies, and bans the
burning of crosses for the purpose of intimi-
dation.
1f we have read the signs aright, the Kian

lina, and there i little likelihood that itfcan
ever be revitalized. In the event that a

BRICKER SHOWS HIS HAND

the Chamber meeting. He was quite wrought
up. waved a copy of Smith’s speech.

“The whole speech is just a misleading
statement and I don't intend to tolerate it,”
he said. *. . . I don't intend to have any
appointive officer of the State Department
tell me what I'm going to do.”

This was a rather astounding statement.
Undersecretary Stiith was not trying to tell
Bricker what to do. On the contrary, he was
merely voicing the viewpomnt of the Eisen-
hower Administration on foreign trade and
on the Presidential treaty-making powers.

We suspect that the Senator got caught
with his motives showing. He has professed
a fear of excessive Presidential authority in
foreign affairs, but it appears that his opposi-
tion is really directed toward the policies
rather than the authority. Bricker's fervent
isolationism should be recognized for what

fashioned to use agai
President should be rejected by Congress.

A BETTER ANTI-KLAN LAW

the growth of tolerance, of sympathy with
the underdog, of a spirit of brotherhood,
and the rooting out of conditions that cause
men’s minds to shrink to the dimensions of
Klan mentality.

SPEEDERS BEWARE

THE CLOSING DAYS of the 1953 session,

a sense-making bill was resurrected and
enacted into law.

1t provides for a 30-day driving license

suspension for speeding over |70 miles an

hour, and a 60-day suspension for the second

conviction in a year. The suspeusion is man-

datory. ~

Like any other law, the usefulness of this
statute will depend upon the degree of en-
forcement. If it is enforced sternly, it should
deter many a chronic speeder from whizing
along the public highways at fantastic speeds,
endangering everyone in his path.

The passage of the law should encourage
the State Highway Patrol to expand its sys-
tem of speed control by radar. The devilish
little electronic devices are highly efficient,

and to all forms of hate and prejudice is

LOTS OF BIG LEAGUERS,

ESS Nevada  or Arizona or one of
those ather states long on sagebrush and
short on people have turned out a couple or
three bigtime baseball players we've mot
heard about, North Carolina can claim yet
another honor—more major league baseball
players per z:'n:n any other state.

Certainly the states that produce
most of the top-drawer diamond talent Tar
Heelia leads. We have it on the authority of
See magazine that only the three most
populous states produce more top pros than
North Carolina. California has 35 men in
both major leagues now, followed by New
York with 32, Pennsylvania with 28. Then
co~ 28 North Carolina, with 20.

In other words, on a population basis, out
of about every 100,000 men and boys who
call North Carolina home, one of them is
playing with the big leagues now. California,
for all its sunshine and sports fervor, sends
out “one major leaguer for every 150,000,
New York one for every 230,000.

Why all the talent in North Carolina’
Well, See's sports editor, Curt Gowdy, sees
it this way: “Climate and rabid baseball
interest in the Tar Heel state probably have
something to do with it.” And Bill Giles,
president of the National League figures
“where elsewhere interest in the minors may
have fallen off, North Carolina is stronger
than ever.”

Rabid interest? Brother! The fans view

ST AS IF we had nothing else to worry
about there is coming now a swarm of 11-
year locusts. So says Dr. Z P. Metcalf, en-
tomologist at State College, who looks for the
locusts in Western North Carolina the last
of May or early in June. Yet we are assured
by Cherlotte News staff writer Donald Mc-
Donald, who got.it from the professor, that
“the 17-year locusts are not to be compared
with the locusts of Biblical times.”

This is good mews, locust-wise, for Ezodus
récords:

}!
ii%:!!ila

shrewd organizer manages once again to and it's hard for the motorist to spot them
peddle his hate to simple and misguidéd Tar  until it's too late. The knowledge that they're
Heels, the new law will be available. set up all over the state, plus the threat of

e North ought to license would make
remember that the final answer to Klanism motorists think twice before pushing the

accelerator to the floor.

BUT FEW FANS

Griffith Park like a real hornets’ nest, stay
away in droves. Wednesday night only
some 700 straggled out, despite the fine
weather, to watch the Rockets beat the Hor-
nets, and crowds often have been even
smaller.

Maybethe local sports fans chose to watch
Chuck Davey win Wednesday night, in the
comforts of their living room. Maybe they
were busy reading Tme Nrws. We dunno
—but it looks from here as though Caralina
ball players hit the big time in spite of,
rather than because of any great enthusiasm
or appreciation from the folks back home.

QUICK DEATH

HE 1953 General Assembly wisely slapped

down ghree efforts to authorize votes
on ABC stores in small towns. The House
defeated bills for Valdese and Lake Lure,
and this week the Senate killed a Blowing
Rock bill.

North Tarolina is committed to the county
option system. It is a good system, and it
is a defensible system.

But no one can logically defend ABC vot-
ing in units smaller than the county. Any
attempts in the future General Assembly to
break the county unit should get the same
death treatment.

WESTERN N. C.'S JUVENILE DELINQUENTS

locusts. One swarm by the Red Sea some
years aga- covered an area of 2,000 square
miles and left it looking like Atlanta of the
immediate postSherman era. Back around
1875 the "hoppers cleaned out the Mississippl
Valley. These locusts, like the Red Sea so-
journers, had chewing mouth parts. The 17-
year variety only bothers trees, chiefly by
laying another batch of 17-year eggs in
crevices cut Mtfees—thus starting the cycle

il over again.

“Well, hearties, there is nothing to do but
wait and see what happens. Chins up! Did
not Exodus add:

. . . before them there were no such lo-
custs as they, neither after them shall be
suc

A-jury in Fayette Circuit Court was unable
to decide whether slot machines -were in-

2 wonderful opportunity to solve some vex-

ing old such as how to pour beer
out of a boot how to tell first base from
a hole in the ground.—Lezington Leader.
Statesmen make , soldiers fight them
and “Congress them —Memphis
News Scimitar. ~

‘Can | Get Your Autograph, Mister?’

Report On The Nation

Public Parking Is Popular

(The following Is reprinted from the News Bulletin
Clearing House.

MORE cities established off-street parking lots
Jast year to meet the increasing demand of
motorjsts for parking spaces. .

The 1953 Municipal Year Book, to be pub-
lished next month by the International City Man-
agers' Association, reports that 70 cities estab-
lished parking lots for the first time during 1952.

— Additional parking lots put into service last

year by 164 other cities brought the total of new
Dlirdunl lots for the year to 331, the Association

Overall, 519 cities out of 1.128 with popula-
tioms. over 10,000 re they were operating a
total of 1,465 parking lots. More than half of these
lnu”n;:0 in cities with populations from 10,000
to 25,000.

Available S;;ace Varies

In terms of total number of parking spaces
available, including both public and privately re-
ported they have 56 spaces per 1,000 vehicle regis-
trations. Among eight cities over 250, pop-
ulation, 94 spaces per 1000 registered automo-
biles were available.

Los Angeles, Calif., showed the highest single
rate of vehicle parking with 332 public and private ,
spaces per 1,000 registered automobiles.

In 136 cities, city-owned parking lots are fi-
nanced through parking meter receipts, 44 cities
handle financing through gemeral taxes, and 11
cities through general obligation bonds. Four cities
use revenue bonds, four levy special assessments,

and 23 cities use more than one method for fi-
nancing.

Of the 510 cities that operated parking lots
in 1952, 52 per cent allow free parking, while
219 have parking meters on one or more lots,
Sixty-seven cities employ attendants for some lots,
most of which charge for parking, Cities of 10,000
10 25,000 account for most of the free parking lots,
with 188 cities reporting free parking and 88 cities
reporting parking meters.

Special Assessments Used

The cities that used special assessments for
financing parking lots in 1952 were Alhambra and
Pomona, Calil., Fort Callins,  Colo., Grand
Forks, N. D. Hempstead, N. Y., used both special
‘assessmerits and generab taxation to finance its
parking lots. Rockville Centre, N. Y., and As|
Park, N. Y., used general obligation bonds and spe-
cial assessments.

Sixteen cities lease parking-lots from private own-
ers: Fresno and Petaluma, Calif,, Norwich, Conn.,
Moscow, Ida, Harvey, IIl, Fort Madison and Mar-
shalltown, la, Clayton and Webster Groves, Mo.,
Roselle Park, N. J.. Concord, N. C., Pendleton, Ore.,
Meadville, Monessen, and State College, Pa, and
Laramie, Wyo.

Administration of municipal parking lots usual-
Iy Is vested with one or more city departments. Of
429 reporting cities, 45 per cent consider parking
lot operations a function of the police department
and 31 per cent place the responsibility in the pub-
lic works department. Only 3 per cent of the cities
report having parking authorities. In the remaining
88 cities, parking lot responsibility is divided among
such officials as finance officers, city engineers,
park superintendents, and city managers.

Quote, Unquote

The Soviet foreign minister’s name, Molotov,
means “The Hammer.” The new UN. secretary.
general is named Hammarskjold, which means “ham-
mershield.” Any comment?.—. Southern Editors
Roundtable.

arious arguments have been advanced for and
against admitting Alaska as a state, but I haven't
heard anybody say anything about one of the
most pleasing results: It would make Texas the
second biggest state in the Union.—Lexington Lead-

People who squawk about income taxes can be
divided into two classes: men and women.—Carlsbad
Current-Argus.

Conservationists report a “decline in wildlife.
They should look around some Saturday night—
Greenville (5.C.) Piedmont

A good golfer who takes his girl friend to the
thwulchhumomdwdmtnm'u

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

either 2 most gallant young man or very much fn
love.—Cuthbert (Ga.) Times. \

“You must have had a terrific night last night;
your eyes are sure bloodshot,” the old friend said.
“Yes, but you oughta see them from this side!"—
Fort Myers (Fla.) News-Press.

We once Enew a fellow who could put a letter -

in a mailbox without flapping the lid two or three
times, but we've lost track of him over the years.—
Asheville Citizen.

We noted a headline over some beauty advice
column which told the ladies that their hands are
where the first outward sign of advancing age ap-
pear. Maybe so, but that's not where they wear
girdles—Talladega (Als) Daily News.

“I wonder what's the matter with our star bas
ketball player—he looks so unhappy.” “It's be-
cause his father is always writing him for money."—
Lamar (Mo.) Democrat.
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Something Moré Than Care * *

turning Prisoners |

own business. And a
ishing business it has been up to
now with the Korean war a spur

we have had shiny new cars.
The highways are crowded with
week-end motorists crawling in one
cautious stream of traffic. A mil-
lion tourists are expected to go to
Europe this season. Every vaci
n spot in America is being
readied for the rush of the months
ahead.
This is America in full prosper-
ity, waging a half-war without any
slackening of the flow of goods

the farthest 3
these men out of the long hell of
the prison camp understand how
we could go so blithely on our own
private and prosperous way? That
seems to me a fundamental ques-

on.

They will have through the
armed services the best of physi-
cal care. Medical skill of the high-
est order, rest, proper diet < all
this will go far toward repairing
the ravages they suffered. Since
they are young they can, most of
them, he restored to normal,
bealthy life.

But something more is due them.
We must make sure that they do
not take the normal, bright sur-
face of prosperity as a sign of

e

N.Y. Law Will Crack Down
On The Highway Slowpoke

By ROBERT
NEW YORK
DON'T RIDE the highways
much any more, but if 1 did
I'd sure applaud Gov. Tom Dew-
ey's recent approval of a bill to
erack down on_slowpoke drivers.
The new law, effective July 1, pro-
vides that “no motorist can drive
at such a slow speed as to impede
or block the normal and reason-
able movement of traffic.”

fault, not of
but some dundering
mersed in the beauties of the high-
way advertisements, or some char-
ecter having a fight with his wife

blandishing a dame. These are
the gay boys who al ays make
the left-hand turn with a right-hand
signal, or suddenly scoot off the
road to nip into a filling station
with no signal at all

Some of the newer express high-
wayf have minimum speeds of op-
erations, and the patrol cops will
eat you if you start to meander.

practicing caution. All be causes is
log-jams and accidents, because he
tick and the

n’
The rambling wreck is not so ap-
North, but in t

and wobble in. These are also the

kids with no taillights and one-eyed

Bureau Of Standards’ Research Curtailed

By MARQUIS CHILDS
neglect and to_wha'
18 TIME THAT we ask our- Mhnmﬂuﬂiml—&.
opuh-h-nmnmam wmmﬂ-unm:‘ym
the men who are coming e of national dedication — -
from the Communist prison famps - ic! 1o the faith in freedom fof |
in North Korea. Even with the ut- vhlchlhey[lnlumud:ll&ry‘
most effort of the imagination it o(pnytrudmnhd'hl-
13 impossible to understand what dhudlyvh-nuld
they have been through. With the the differences that at
pain, the discomfort, the squalor, U m to divide us so deeply.
there is something which is per-  On that day we would do bonor
haps worse than any of these. to these brave and patient men
t is the centé of the inter- Who suffered so long. But perhaps
minable weight of time passing, just as important we should ouri
o, rather, refusing to pass as one  Selves gain a new awireness o
« in & vacuum. It is the rot what their sacrifice and the sac.
of the hours, the days, the months rifice of the o nds wbo will
with no_slightest joy of memory Dot come home has : .
or anticipation h"zlrk an a.:ry- The defense of Korea was wvital
Prisoners in to :the security the United
the past have succeeded in States. After all theé blunders of

all the politicians and all the gen-
erals and, for that matter, of prac-
tically every one of us, this was
the inescapable fact. The first't
troops rushed in to meet the at-{
tack . were poorly prepared. From

the slackn

3

to meet a well-planned and well- .,
equipped campaign of aggression. |

HEAVY CASUALTIES

The casualties were feartully |

heavy in those first weeks.
Through the accident of i
tion those first troops were elect-!

ed to stand up, and stand up they |
did until reinforcements could be |
from \

away can mean the_

strange al
sands of miles
Security of our homes. In the an<

nals of our American pride were.
those heroes who beside the-
rude bridge that arched the flood
and_held back the soldiers of an
old world tyranny in the ‘beglnnin,
r o With the -_)mJ

and Concord have had some
strange spelling. They may L ]
Pusan or Seoul.

But their meaning s precisely
what it was in that other testing
time. A day of homage to those @,
whom we owe so much would bey
in reality for us at home a prive
ilege. It might help toward a re«
discovery the hard truths on
which our free sociéty was estab-
lished. That is, sbove all, the
that freedom is not something

comes for nothing. .
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€. RUARK  }

headlights, who lumber sudde:
scross the road in the dark 6
stop in the middle to talk it over.

1 don't suppose there's any way
to. legislate these ancient heaps off
the public highways, although in
some places, like Washington, D,
C, your car must pass a strig
checkoff test before new licensey
are allowed. But at least a blankew
administration of the New Yo
State minimum speed law would
automatically rule some of the
rusty steeds off the roads and re:
duce both traffic confusion and acy
cidents considerably. H

For an automotive nation, T be
worl
the we
genera|
good manners or even a practicak
application of intelligence to '#
great percentage of our people. W¢ |
have the speeders who court de:
only to reach the same
that the slowpokes achieve. Thelq
1s the wriggler-in-and-out of trals
who also arrives at the
the time with thé
more law-abiding types. Thers 4 *
the middle-of-the-roader, who wt
let you pass on either side, ai
the sudden-speeder-upper who
sponds to your horn like a filly
a battery in the jockey's palm. He
will loaf and loaf, but when you teyp
to pass him, zoom! %
The new law won't cure it all, b
course, but it's a step along to al
least more orderly confusion om
the highways. It's no real come
cern of mine, anyhow, because' F
quit driving a.car a long
back. It was too much troul
‘watching out for the other fel

lieve that we nourish the
bighway drivers in

i

WASHINGTON
BF.HIND all the furor over the dismis-
sal of Dr. Allen V. Astin as head of
the Bureau of Standards are some inter-
ing maneuvers hitherto unknown to the
public. B
These quiet tactics center around the
bureau’s vital development work on fuses
for bombs, shells and guided missiles. For
years several large corporations have been
anxious to take over the bureau’s fuse

get subsequent multimillion-dollar fuse-pro-

duction contracts.
As far back as March 2, little more
Weeks was
and

than a month after Sinclair

It was also the first inkling the scientists
had that the nation's vital fuse program was
to be put on the auction block. In fact,
they were skeptical about Patterson’s pre-
diction and went ahead with their work.
Patterson, however, was so sure of his in-
formation that, before leaving Washing-
ton, he made attractive financial offers to
several key scientists.

Pens And Fuses

'TH! following week, Fred K. Powell
Jr., vice president of American Machi
Il

o
& Foundry, arrived in Washingt well

merce Department officials that his com-
pany was ready to-absorb the whole fuse
program “on a moment’s notice.”
Then, on March 25, Secretary

wrote a confidential letter to defense boss
i Pentagon to re-

from Weeks' own
letter to Wil-

*“I bring this (fuse program) to your
to SOme-

, man
serv-  make Day!

the proximity fuse during World War II,
the fuse which explodes when it approaches
its target, and which causes the amazing
guided missile to steer a course toward its
target.

In fact, Army-Navy experis wrote a con-
fidential memo to Secretary of Defense
Wilson warning against danger to the guid
ed-missile program if Dr. Astin was not
reinstated.

Later, however, Secretary of Commerce
Weeks got his way. His colleague, Secre-
tary of Defense Wilson, has now issued in-
structions to curtail further military re-
search funds for the Buresu of Standards.

Note: Assistant
Shaeffer, the
told friends that one of
he would do in Washington wi
the Bureau of Standards. He claimed they
had been unfair in testing one of his pens.

Headlines And Footnotes
MPTROLLER General Lindsay Warren
ordered his dccounting sleuths to
audit the huge “mail payments” the gov-
ernment is ladeling out to the airlines. It

was a that led to re-
form of the Maritime Commission . . . It's

2 neat trick if be can do it, but

light Sa for
the nation's capital, In other words, D. C.
resident

ts can
howr bewinnine last Simdsy. This proposal

was made in all seriousness by Miller, aft
Congressman Bender of Ohio urged qu
action on the ﬂ;’yllxm saving bill , ., ¢
suppose we might to_mal retroacy
tive,” offered Minnlr,,, ,mn o
munists are quietly withdrawing a full ds
vision from the Korean front. Captured prisé
gners say it s o itz way back to Chi

is may be evidence that the la M
truce bid is gennine. et

Senator Chavez of New Mexico is
on his back at the Bethesda Naval Hospif
Friends say he was driven there by worry
over Pat Hurley's unrelenting campaign
against him in New Mexico . . . Schlote
terbeck is chief counsel of the House Ways
and Means Subcommittee now to
otage social security. In his spare ti

bellsomunltmhlcmlnn-
e new Secretary of Welfare, Mrs. -
Culp Hobby, who is supposed to look oo}




