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ONCE, or twice, but three times this
session, influential Congressmen have
major attempts to limit the power of
President.
came the Bricker amendment. co-
by 64 Senators, which would dras-
curb the President's treaty-making
and increase -Congressional control
this executive branch function.
came impson bill, supported by
York's ul Chairman Dan Reed
the Ways & Means Committee, which
strip the President of his power to re-
‘Tarift
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ISLATIVE AUTHORITY ENCROACHES, TOO

the growth, in recent years, of executive
power. They feel that lega] restriction of the
executive and assumption of his shorn
powers by the legislative branch. are the

“You Sure This Is. Going To Come Out All Right?’

best insurance against further

We question the wisdom of this line of
thought, for several reasons:

First, President Eisenhower has proved
his firm determination to halt, in some cases
reverse, the trend toward executive branch
authority. He has been reluctant, almost to
a fault, to use some of his powers, believing
that the legislative branch and staté and
local governments should assume more re’

the same time this bill was introduced
Senate was whipping through its approval
Joseph E. Talbot as a member of the
Commission. He testified before the
Finance Committee that he thinks the

t has too much power in the field
«of tariff gnd trade policy, that Tariff Com-
tions should be made

itory upon the chief executive.
[*1 feel very definitely,” he said, “that the
Commission should answer (to) and

And Monday Budget Director Joseph
Dodge and Treasury Secretary George Hum-
opposed a third Congres-

of $65 billion on spending for the next
year. As Dodge said, “Forcing the
budget into a predetermined mold would
make it impossible for the President to
adjust his recommendations to meet current
conditions.”

There have been other moves this session
o limit the President's power. There was
the refusal, later reyersed, of Congress to

i

extend to President Eisenhower the same
powers of reorganizing the executive branch
which President Truman enjoyed. And the
old proposal to limit federal income taxes
to 25 per cent of income was given new
dife by Mlinois' Sen. Everett Dirksen and
Rep. Chauncey Reed.

‘We have no doubt that some supporters
of restrictions share our concern over

TI‘B CITY COUNCIL acted in the best
interest of Charlotte and Mecklenburg
when it rescinded an earlier

tratively.

In the face of the convincing evidence
offered by medical and business leaders of
the community, there was nothing else the
Council could have logically done. Last
week's motion was adopted, we feel. without
adequate deliberation, and before the Coun-
cil had been given the benefit of professional

The doctors and business leaders who ad-
the Council yesterday, and many
‘who stood by In case they were called
had the facts on their side. The City
Department is already supervising
of the nine health services for the county
area. Dr. Bethel has the time and ability
to take over the other three services on a
basis. The health problems of the

City and County cannot be cut into separate

the N. C. House of Representa-
tives reverses its Judiciary Committee
No. 1, the people of this state will soon be
saddled with a politically-contrived judicial
This week the committee approved, by an
88 vote, a Senate measure to redistrict the
state’s judicial districts to provide eight new

‘The bill is
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Secondly, oppressive power is not neces
sarily synonymous with executive power.
Legislators, given too much rein, can also
be oppressive. And because they represent
states or portions of states. they sometimes
do not speak for the entire nation, and think
in its terms, as the President must

Thirdly, in thewever-increasing tempo of
this age, it is most important that authority

and responsibility for prompt action. when
needed, rest with the President. HeWwill
have trouble enough as is, with existing
power, coping with dictators who can reverse
policy overnight.

Right now the trend in Congress Is not
merely toward the limiting of Presidential
power. The oft-overlooked corollary of this
trend is the usurpation of that executive
power by the Congress. In the proposals
above mentioned, in investigations of state
and locally-financed education. over which
Congressional authority is at least doubt-
ful, in attempts such as Senator McCarthy's
to infringe upon State Department functions,
the trend toward Congressional usurpation
of power is clear.

We find this conception of legislative pre-
eminence in tripartite government as re-
pugnant as that philosophy which puts the
executive branch on a“plane above the leg-
islative and judiciary. We prefer one execu-
tive, mindful of his responsibilify to the
nation, to 531 legislator-executives who are
primarily responsible to their small con-

stituencies.

- WAY CLEARED FOR BETHEL APPOINTMENT

compartments by any imaginary boundary
line. Better health in any area of the county
means better health for all the county.
Professionally traiped health officers are not
to be had at the moment.

One after another, the speakers ticked off
these and other facts, until they had built
up an airtight case for sharing Dr. Bethel
with the county residents during the next
three months. When the City Attorney told
the Council that he knew of no law requir-
ing formal Council approval for the special
arrangement. it cleared the way for Coun-
cilman Baxter's motion to rescind last week’s
action, and for City Manager Yancey to take
over and work out the details with the
County Commissioners.

In passing, we would like to make special
note of the stirring show of interest in pub-
lic affairs st yesterday's Council meeting
Mayor Vic Shaw commented on it. and to
his appropriate remarks. we would add but
this: if every Council session were attended
by such a large and so interested a delega-
tion, the affairs of the City would stay in
order.

JUDICIAL MONSTROSITY IN THE MAKING

And, as noted by Representative Sanders
of Durham, the bill would create situations
where one solicitor would serve under four
judges, and one judge would have to deal
with four solicitors.

The bill would. in Representative Sanders'
words, create an “impossible” situation. It 1s
“rigged”, said Committee Chairman Whit-
mire, in favor of the East. And as Attorney
Fred Helms of Charlotte said. the bill is
“unsound and something which can't be
Justified before the people of North Caro-
lina"

Once before. the House went along with
Governor Umstead in approving a bill to add
six new judges without disturbing the district
lines. But the Senate killed that bill. adopted
the redistricting measure, and sent it back to
the House.

The decision before the House now is
whether to accept the impossible Senate ver
sion. or revert to its original stand in favor
of the Governor's sensible proposal To us,
the choice is clear. Both logic and the facts
are on the Governor's side.

are really an essential food product. Somp

prefer escargots and some pate de fole gras.

1t's all a matter of taste and discrimination
We wouldn't

matter of loans, or of Administrations. Lob-

sterpots during Mr. Eisenhower's time is
Just as good a loan for the RF.C. to make
as 2 snake farm during Mr. Truman's time.

Ose trouble with the RF.C. is that what
to be essential to some people isnt

seéms
always essential to others. And so the loan
agency

1

about convinced the Eisenhower

isfration that even less essential than
some of lnchmu.cm-u.
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The Meb Long Technique

How To Collect Insurance Claims

TOST folks have an idea that
insurance people are sort of
cold blooded folks. hewing strict-
Iy to the line in all matters and
having absolutely no sense of
humor in connection with busi
mess matters.
Meb Long of Charlotte

has
found that this isn't so He's
director and treasurer of the
Mutual Building & Loan Asso-

ciation of that city and is well-
known throughout the state. He
graduated from the University of
North Carolina with a Phi Beta
Kappa Key and also letters in
four sports, and is generally
considered as one of the greatest
all-around athletes the University
ever has produced.

Some time ago, Meb had a little
accident at his place, so he pro-
ceeded to write the local agent
of an insurance company to tell
him about it. The letter read
like this

Dear Mr. Brown: On or about
Jan. 18, ice fell from the roof of
my residence and broke a glass
feeding-station. which has been
replaced at a cost of $8.42, re.
ceipt for which is enclosed.

1 believe this damage is cov
ered in the Extended Coverage
Form of my policy. and if so_ it
will be appreciated if you will
send me your check

The feeding-station ftsell cost
about $40. and if the extended
coverage clause does not apply
in this case. the station itself
probably would qualify as an out-
building.

Very truly yours,
MEBANE LONG.
A PROMPT REPLY

Here's the letter he got back'

Dear Mr. Long: We have taken
your matter up with the company
office and they advise as follows:
“I the ice fell from the roof of
the residence as the result of
melting or gravity. there is no
protection _afforded under the
policy of Extended Coverage En

Drew Pearson’s

By CARL GOERCH
In The State

dorsement for resulting damage
If the ice was blown off the roof
as the result of a windstorm. we
believe the damage is covered
under the Extended Coverage
Endorsement. Without this infor-
mation we are unable to decide
about our liability. Please send
further information.”

When Meb read that epistie. he
sat himsel{ down and really did
some writing. His reply went like
this:

Dear Mr. Brown: The eight-
dollars-and-some claim is entirely
inconsequential to me, but since
the folks in Boston are so techni-
cal, please give them this infor-
mation. :

Nobody was home when the ice
fell on my crystal glass bird-
feeding palace except a family
of purple finches. 1 do not know
whether the ice melted from the
roof of my residence. was blown
off or maliciously thrown off
by the squirrels that take their
sun baths up there.

REALLY TECHNICAL

Meteorologists tell us that un-
less we have windstorms to move
great bodies of air, we never
would have snow and sleet. Sleet
would exist only in the Arctic re-
gions in the form of giant stalag
mites reaching to the heavens in
majestic splendor. The ice and
snow nestling on my roof that
fateful day was, therefore. the
foul progeny of a windstorm
somewhere, sometime. 1 remem-
ber a yellowish tinge in the ice
and it is easy to imagine that
those tiny snowflakes impris-
oned In rigid solidity were in
some way related to the atomic
blasts in Japan

A physicist probably would the-
orize that the ice first melted to
a stage of precise equilibrium
At this point it could have been
dislodged either by the slightest
increase in the melting process
or by the gentlest of zephyrs,
which would be considered a
windstorm in the realm of

relativity. It is elementary to state
that on the instant of dislodgment.
gravity took over and completed
the disaster, because the ice and
glass fragments were found on
the ground and not suspended in
mid-air.

This is all 1 know about the
matter.

Very truly yours,
G. MEB. LONG

COMPANY GIVES UP

Five days later, Mr. Brown re-
ceived the following letter from
the home office in Boston:

Dear Mr. Brown: We were
greatly impressed the letter
of Mr. Mebane Lon¥® I-he didn't

prove his claim, it certainly was
not for want of knowledge of
meteorology, ornithology, geog-
raphy, physics and the art of
letterwriting. He took us
ride all the way from Charlotte
to the North Pole and back again
via Hiroshima

The liberal designers of the Ex-
tended Coverage Endorsement
eviden ly overlooked the peril of
icicles and snowslides dropping
from roofs and damaging proper-
ty. Perhaps they did not include
the action of gravity for fear that
the resulting liability for broken
dishes, the collapse of structures,
the fall of cakes in the oven, the
spilling of liquids on mahogany
etc.. might be stretching fire in-
surance a little too far. The boys
who write' inland marine personal
property floaters might get jeal-
ous.

In spite of the uninsured char-
acter of the claim, we would like
to have you present Mr. Long with
the enciosed check which is sent
in appreciatich of the interesting
information he sent us and not an
admission of liability. Besides, if
we didn't send the check. he
might write again. and we're
rather busy just now

Yours very truly
HARRISON MOSELY,
Assistant Secretary.

McCarthy Might Wreck GOP
In His Try For Presidency

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON
‘VI'I'H SEN. Joseph R. McCarthy
apparently riding higher than
ever, it is time to have a good,
hard, realistic look at his real
political strength and future politi-
“cal- prospects. The rrewdes( .%:
most experienced bbservers
Capitol Hill, including members of
both parties, all make much the
same points when they are asked
to take such a look at McCarthy
Their conclusions, which will not
please those who like to think that
McCarthy is a minor and transi-
tory phenomenon, may be listed
as follows ,
ONE. It is almost universally
agreed that McCarthy's objective
is the Presidency, and nothing less.
It is also agreed that the, Republi-
can Party as now constituted will
never give him its Presidential
nomination. The two-party machin-
ery, indeed, tends to squeeze out
the extremists—witness the fate of
Henry Wallace, when he went over
to the extreme left
DEFIED COLLEAGUES
But McCarthy will have no com-
punctions at all about wrecking
the Republican Party. if this seems
to serve his purposes His con
tempt for his own party was am-
ply demonstrated during the bat
tle over the confirmation of
Charles FBohlen as Ambassador
to the Soviet Union He then im.
plied clearly that the Republican
Secretary of State was a liar. He
arrogantly defied both the Senate
Republican leader and the chair-
man of the Republican Palicy Gom-
mittee. And at least by implica-
tion, he also attacked the Repub-
lican President
TWO. Powerful McCarthy back-
ers, notably Col. Robert R Mc-
Cormick of the Chicago Tribune.
have already proclaimed the death
of the Republican Party, and
called for a new party. Barring
the most unlikely chance of captur-
ing the Republican Party. it is pre-
sumably McCarthy intentions to
ride to power with such a new
party as his vehicle
THREE McCarthy has certain
very great assets For the f
time in modern American political

history, he has succeeded in unit-
iig behind him the whole assort.
ment of small, proto-Fascist ex.
tremist groups. These have ex-
isted for a long time, but- despite
their attempts to poison the politi-
cal atmosphere, they have hereto-
fore been hardly more than a
nuisance. Now they are all to-
gether in one movement, which can
exercise a balance of power in key
areas,

McCarthy has also demonstrated
an appeal, never enjoyed by the
Gerald L. K. Smith type of pro-
fessional demagogue, to certain
solid conservative elements. Mc-
Carthy bas plenty of financial
backing. He has im:portant support
in the press and oo the radio. Fi.
nally he has already shown that he
is in his own way a brilliant politi-
cal operator, capable of arousing
fanatical support.

His sypporters have the .true
mark of the fanatic — they are
not interested in facts. The end-
less exposure of McCarthy's end-
Jess untruths do not affect them
Nor do such devastating documents
as the recent Senate report on
McCarthy's financial and other ac-
tivities. This fanatical support is a
vital asset to a man of MeCarthy's
ambitions

FOUR. There is no way to stop
or silence McCarthy. His opportu-
nities to stay in the news are un-
limited He is now, for example,
considering “moving in” on the
Central Intelligence Agency. and
there are plenty of other opportuui-
ties if this does\not work out. More-
over. an attempt by the Senate
Republ leadership 1o isolate
McCarthy in the Senate would be
futile

FIVE Can McCarthy reach the
White House> As one shrewd (-
server put it, the idea “may seem
fantastic at first glance. but 1t
would have seemed fantastic a
few years ago that he could have
toppled a man Af the experience
and standing of Senator Tydings
It would be a mistake to assume
that he does not have the capacity
to rally behind him a well-financed
wellorganized party that could
take power.”

Some Inland States Aroused
By Offshore Oil Controversy

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON

NE OF THE most vigorous op-
ponents of the measure fo trans-

fer title to the offshore oil from
the Federal Government to the
states is Sen. Paul M Douglas (D-
1), With characteristic skill in
marshalling facts and fgures,
Douglas talked for two days
against the Administration’s bill.

Yet, his remarks caused scarce
ly a ripple in the stream of the
news A deep source of frustration.
to those fighting to block what they
denounce as a collossal giveaway
is their inability to stir any wide
spread public excitement over the
issue.

The most effective weapon has
been the Hill Amendment which
provides that the royalties paid o
the Federal government for sale of
the oil would go to all the states
for education, thereby helping to
make up for the gaping financial
deficit in almost every state educa-
tional system The states off whose
shores the oil lies would receive
a much larger share.

Some progress has been made
in alerting the states that have
no offshore wealth. The legisla
tures of five states, West Virginia,
Rhode Island, Minnesota, Ten
nessee and Arizona, have adopted
resolutions calling on Congress to
reject the oil bill. These resolutions
refer to the urgent need for school
funds. The resolution passed by the
Arizona House of Representatives
says If is estimated that Arizona
alone needs $120.000,000 “to take
care of urgent school needs.” The
Tennessee House in its resolution
referred to the proposal as “detri
mental to the school children of
Tennessee "

The Tennessee Senate adopted a
resolution taking the opposite

line. But both houses in Arkansas
supported the Hill Amendment tn
use the oil revenues received by
the Feceral government for educa
tion.

The states with the vast oil
weaith off their borders — Cal
fornia, Texas, Louisiana and Flor
da — are naturally determined
1o keep what they insist has al
ways been theirs. The revenue they
would receive would go a long way
1o ease the tax burden and provide
new and modern schools. In Tex-
as, oil for school lands has begn a
bonanza for higher education.

One reason for the public apathy
Is the legal tangle which surrounds
the issue. Discussion is likely to
be lost in complexities about his-
toric boundaries and the continen-
tal shelf which merely confuse the
average citizen

The pressure from powerful in-
terests with a well-organized lobby
in Washington is to get the juris-
diction of the states extended be-
vond the historic boundaries on
which the Eisenhower Admipistra-
tion stands. There are suspicious
souls who believe a quit-claim bill
within the historic Limits is only
the first step. The second step
wouldbe control over the continen-
tal shelf. Among both Republicans
and Democrats in Congress are ad
vocates, under the same states-
rights principle. of turning over
the public lands in the West, or the
mineral wealth of those lands, to
the individual states. That could
be step No 3

The Rhode Island legislature has
granted authority for a suit to be
carried through the Federal courts
challenging the first step. So, in
any event, the Supreme Court will
pass once more on a question long
in controversy.

Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

JOST people don't know it. but the art

of fooling the public has now become
2 major industry. Millions of dollars are
paid to public-relations firms to fool the
public into thinking that the public has
made up its mind on certain questions,
when. as a matter of fact. the public.rela-
tions firm has made up the public's mind
for it. -

Here are two illustrations of this fool
ing-the-public racket just come to light

One is the manner in which certan wom-
en’s club leaders were paid off and civie
associations were formed by €arl Byor
and associates on behalf of the railrads
to combat the trucking industry

The other is a secret memo by the same
Carl Byoir to Craig Sheaffer, now Assistant
Secretary erce. aimed at fooling
the public into accepting a national sales
tax.

Sheaffer, head of the fountain-pen com-
Eany by that name, is the same man who
icked up a national furor by firing the
Director of the Bureau of Standards oe-
cause he was allegedly unfair to auto-bat
tery pepperups. Sheaffer's background
seems to fit into the Carl Byoir technique
of fooling the public. He was a heavy con
tributor to rabble-rousers Merwin K. Hart
and Upton Close: once became indignant
at the way one of his pens was tested by
the Bureau of Standards. .
Byoir, incidentally, is the same man ex
a Congressional committee as
having received $6,000 a month as a pub-
licrelations representative for the Nazi
Government before Pearl H. . This deal
was arranged by George Sylvester Viereck
who later went to jail for failure to regis-
ter as a Hitler agent.

Tax Study

HE manner in which the unsuspecting
public is fed publicity under the high-
sounding name of some civic organization
is_illustrated by Byoir's organization of
“The New Jersey Citizens Tax Study Foun-
dation.”

The average taxpayer would consider
this a most worthy cause, dedicated to heip
ing him lower his taxes. However, a study
of the backstage facts shows that the tax-
study foundation was actually organized at
the time Carl Byoir was launching his New
Jersey battle of the railroads against the
truckers.

Furthermore. one of the incorporators
of this supposedly impartial citizens tax-
study foundation was C. Colburn Hardy. the
man in charge of Byoir's public-relations
campaign for the railroads in New Jersey.

Also, court records reveal a long list of
checks paid by the Byoir firm to Fred W,

win, executive director of the sup-
posedly neutral fax foundation. These pay-
ments during the latter part of 1951 and
1952 totaled $3.70038 In addition. iwo
checks totaling $300 were paid to, the tax
foundation by the Byoir firm direct.

Finally a memo written by Byoir's chief
public-relations operator-in New Jersey to
other members of Byoir's staff during the
trucks vs. railroads battle, reac

“We are also assisting in the forma-
tion of a new group: New Jersey Citizens
Tax Study Foundation. . . . All literature,
etc., from this group must be on piain
paper aind mailed from New Jersey.”

Some of the eastern railroad executwves
who got euchred into this publicrelations
campaign are not happy about’it, say it was
Bot fully explained to them.

Sales Tax Propaganda

Carl Byoir's latest plan for fooling the
public, this time regarding taxes. proposes
to make dupes of radio and TV panels, uni-
versity discussion forums. elc.. in order lo
put across a niional sales tax. This secict
Byoir memo, dug up by the Madivon (
Capital Times and written for the ben
of the new Assistant Secretary of Cim
merce, Mr. Sheaffer. adopted the same tich-
nique of using civic organizations as fronts
1o fool the public.

*‘Initial impetus' for the national sales
says the Byoir memo. “would have
to come from a trade association . vic
group. or by some ‘name’ spokesmen de-
manding such a tax.

“It will be mecessary first to create an
event which will develop news items on the
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“Another method.” continues the Byorr
recommendation to the now Assistant Sec-
retary of Commercé. “would be a special
one or two-day institute on the sales tux
question held under the auspices of a bus-
ness administration of a leading college,
New York University through its society
of business advisory professions, Cclum-
bia Univerity through its Arden Harriman
symposiums; Cornell, Northwestern. and
many other colleges organize such sessions
They provide a good public relations vehicle
for launching a point of view."
Switching to the use of unsuspecting TV
and radio programs, Byoir recommerded
“A good sprin d is to organize a
town meeting of the air (radio) for some
place where an audience is available, such
as a local Chamber of C
amounts to

Slick Propaganda Shapes Public Opinion

(Done very efficiently in Philadelphia far
the Mitac account.)

“Another forum interested in such a
proposal is Keep Posted (TV—Martha Roun-
tree).  An outoftown origination would
cost about §3.000.

ose to which the subject would have
to be presented on 1ts menits include author
meels the critie—by suggesting an economic
bock as a peg. on Trial, Chronoscope, Re-
porters Roundup, Meet the Press, Ge
town Unversity Forum. Chicago Round
Table. Northwestern Review Forum, and
the CBS Cross Section. USA and You,
and the world series, plus ma

some effective speaking personalities. The
lecture platforms and radio-TV forums are
leery of the small-fry economists and offi-
cial (again) small{ry spokesmen for busi-
ness, and turn a deaf ear to their use.
Since tax subjects are considered prover-
bially dull. they require more than the
usual showmanship to make such programs
interesting. It will be necessary to -bave
Mr. Sheaffer or someone of equal stature

ble as a ‘star’ speaker. and others as
rmates. . . .

A number of important associations
are scheduled for meetings and offer op-
portunities for suggesting the sales tax topic
or speakers on the subject. These include
American Management  Association, Cham-
ber of Commerce, April 27.29; General Fed-
eration of Wemen's Clubs, May 25. Also
scheduled are meetings of the Ecomomic
Club of New York and the Economie Club
of Detroit, both important outlets.”

The above strategy for concealed propa-
fanda gives some indication of what the

Commerce mecting.
The fee for such

about $1.500 and the topic selected is gen-
erally the ome the home group selects.

3 gullible Mr. John
Q. Public is up against when he tries lo
make up his mind on public issues.



