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A BLOW TO HEALTH CONSOLIDATION

TEVER the motives for the
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hands full looking after

the City limits.

Even 50, we suspect that the main reason
the abrupt action is that it

want any consolidation, any

member of the County Commis-
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bodies tend to resist up-
“of doing things.
envisioned by the
proposal would get peo-
up. Job holders would grow
Tax rate changes would have to fol-
low. The area of the Council's responsibility
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next three

would diminish, and the size of Sid McAden's
budget and tax rate would grow.

In brief, it's easier just to go along in the
old way. Then no one except a few interested
citizens and the newspapers will bother the
city and county fathers.

Tuz News has fong been on record as
favoring consolidation of city and county
functions wherever consolidation will im-
prove the élficiency of public service and
perhaps save some money. We believe very
strongly that the existence of two separate
health departments in Charlotte and Meck-
lenburg County is the very height of foolish-
ness. We are convinced that health services
in the county area are inadequate and that
the professional standards of the county
department are not up to the desired levels
Many other people in the community. includ-
ing the majority of the Megi€al Society mem-
bers, appear (o feel the same way

But the inertia on both sides of Alexnnﬂi
St. will not be overcome until there is
bigger and more powerful movement from
the citizens demanding a single. unified
health department with high professional
services for the whole county area. The
City Council's blunt rejection of the County
Health Board's plan may boomerang by
provoking such a movement. If so, the cause
of good health and good government will
have been served after all.

THE DANGER OF GERMAN UNITY

R THE FIRST TIME in history a Ger-
man chancellor, Conrad Adenauer, Is
visiting this country. He-i&' not the type of
person one usually associates with his office.

His burlu. his background, are remindful
of the authoritarian Germany of the past.
Adenauer, however, is a proven
_ democrat, has shown himself to be an ex-
 ceedingly able husbandman of democracy in

a country where its roots are shallow.

He has led Western Germany from occupa-
tion to virtual self-rule, meanwhile avoiding
the imputation of collaboration. He has won
trymen eunuldm that appeared
few years figo, but has

E

No successful West German politician Is
against unification. Some of them may try
to forget about Commanistcontrolled East
Germany, and concentrsté on building new
ties with the West. Bul unification remains
the great desire of most_Germams, in its
present Eastern and Western subdivisions.
Therefore if, in line with its policy shifts
in other parts of the world, the Communists
agree to allGerman elections under condi-
tions previously laid down by the West, it
would be difficult, if nof impossible, to reject
the Red offer.

With Red-indoctrinated Eastern Germans
voting with their Western kinsmen, it is
doubtful if Adenauer and his middle-of-the-
road colleagues would gain the strength
necessary to govern. Certainly the Commu-
nists would be in good position to disrupt,
if mot wreck, Germany's increasingly close
relations with the West. This would seriously
affect all Western nations, for Germany is
a keystone of the European defense com-
munity, on which our nation's defenses are
predicated.

One can hope that Chancellor Adenauer
could cope with this situation with his usual
acumen, and that our policy planners are
anticipating the Reds’ likely overtures in
Germany.

FROM ONE BIG JOB TO ANOTHER

AD THE DIRECTORS of the Charlotte
Chamber of Commerce looked all over
the territory for a new executive vice-presi-
dent, they could scarcely have improved on
the man they found rm:l around the corner
4th and Tryon.
James H. Glenn, wl\mnhehmuth

3

better known, would seem to have all the
needed by a Chamber of Commerce

the resources and leadership of business and
industry be marshaled behind progressive
‘programs that will benefit the total com-
munity.

In this work, Jim Glenn will have the
assistance of able Bill Ficklen, who has a
wide experience in the techniques of Cham-
ber of Commerce organization. The two
should complement each other perfectly and
make an unbeatable pair.

The only note of regret is that Jim Glenn
has felt it necessary to give up his duties
on the City School Board. As member for
six years and chairman for the past two,
he had a major role in planning the huge
postwar expansion program. It has been man-
aged well, in the face of obstacles that would
have sorely taxed a less patient and a less

man.

ROWAN MAKES NEW HISTORY
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since his Jnauguration. For Rowan County.
already richly endowed with the colorful his-
tory of America, it will be another event
long to remember.

Probably the reason most Presidents,
generals and statesmen start out so blithely
on their memoirs is that they have met
enough syndicated brains to convince them
that anybody can write—Kansas City Star.

Guns and butter—Maybe the ammunition
business should have been handled by the
Agriculture Department. It always turns up
with a surplus.—Memphis Press-Scimitar.
=

Ripley cartoons a man who has operated
a garage for 26 years and never learned to
drive. After seeing what other drivers did,
he decided to stay out of it—New Orleans

States.

One good thing about operating a small

newspaper in 2 small town is the fact that

most folks accept it as is without complaint

and realize that it would have to move off to
a bigger place to get much better.—Omega

(Ge.) News.

Nobody is quite so innocently egotistical
as the young man who decides what

‘Aye, A ye, Cap’n—Heave Anchor’

Chance.llor Still'ln The Woods'

Conrad Adenauer’s leﬁcult Role

By WILL!AH HENRY CHAMBERLIN
n The Wall Street Journal
DIDST anmenlll European statesmen are in fa-
vor, in words, of closer European union. Kon-
rad Adenauer, Chancellor of the German Federal
Republic, who deserves his warm welcome in thi
country for his consistently constructive and pro-
Western policies, has backed up words with deeds.
Taking over the administration of
country and the leadership of a defeated. apathetic,
embittered and cynical pﬂw e in 1049, he registered
n nmlrhhle Tec- T

bo!.h m Fringing
Germany back in-
to the community
of free nations
and in promoting

onciliation a 1 4 CHANCELLER ADENAUER
co-operation.

In the (m of stiff competition bo(h lrm some
of the industrial interests in the Ruh
opposition Social pushed
through German membership in the Ix~nlllon Coal
and Steel Community, a project worked out by
the French industrialist and public official Jean
Monnet and proposed by the French Foreign Min
ister, Robert Schuman. He won an even greater
victory over reluctant nalionalism when he
tained ratification by the Bundestag of the Euro-
pean Defense Community, the plan for placing the
armies of the same six nations under a common
authority.

The Adenauer Government worked out a set-
tlement of Germany's pre-war debts after nego-
tiations with the creditors, a settlement which’makes
it possible for Germany again to enter the market
for foreign credits. Finally a moral obligation
incurred by the whole German people for the
crimes of the Nazis was freely recognized and given
mllmll expression by an agreement to make sub-
st payments, in goods, to the economically

prened state of Israel over a period of years.

All these concrete manifestations of a Ppro-
Western orientation have not been the product of
sentimentality, still less of an attempt to curry
favor with occupation powers. Adenauer is 2
German pmm a man with a strong sense of na-
tional and dignity.
signed mher than play the role of a puppet, 2
Quisling.

Strong Personal Convictions
HlS policy has been dominated by two strong and
sincere convictions: that Germany, after the
ruin and losses of the war, is not strong enough
to stand alone in isolation and that the West
has more to offer Germany than the East. It has
been easier for Adenauer to hold these mvnmm.
perhaps, because he is a man suffused with the
nld Catholic culture of the Rhineland and keenly

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

He would have re-’

of the many spiritual, poliical and in-
ulleclunl ties between Germany, Italy and
smaller neighboring countries in Ihe \h‘ne of the

y Roman Empire.
l!ul on a cool calculation of political and eco-
nomic reall auer may well proved wiser

ies Adena

than the minority of Germlns mostly unrecon-
structed ex-Nazis, who dream of revenge against
the West in league with the Soviet Union or the
anti-German foreigners who conjure up the spec-
ter of a rearm: Genmny turning against lhe
West. Germany today is not the Germany of lhe
Kaiser or the Germany of Hitler, It has been whit-
tled down in size and population and has become
much more dependent on trade with the outside
world for elementary means of subsistence.

Where are there better possibilities of profitable
trade, of access to markets and sources of foodstuffs
and raw materials? In the non-Conimunist part of
the world which includes Western Europe, the
American continent, Africa, southern Asia? Or in
the countries behind the Iron Curtain, much poorer
and with their foreign trade much more rigidly
controlled? To put this question is almost to answer
it, for anyone with wm elemnuq knﬂ'ledu of
pchuu ‘economics, graphy ant 1 resources.

ederal Repuh\h: has bld u:eeu. since the
economically punitive features of the occupation Were
ped, ‘to these non-Communist markets. ~East

Curtain. The answer to the question as to which
part of Gérmany has made out betm is not hard
fo find. It is given every day when thousands of
refugees crowd into West Berlln willing to lblndon
homes, jobs and all or mul of their
sessions in order to escape from Communist m|e
On the basis of the rmrd so far it would seem
that Adenauer, in co-operating with the West, has
pursued the true interests of his country. He is by
no means out of the woods yet. It is still not cer-
tain whether and when the French will ratify their
own original proposal, the pean Defense Com-
munity. The Saar remains an apple of discord.
There is still much distress and hardship in
Germany, in spite of the lmn\lu industrial and fi-
nancial recovery which has been the fruit of the
free market economic policy inangurated and reso-
lutely followed by the Minister of Ecanomics, Lud-
wig Erhard, Adenauer must face an ordeal by elec-
tion later in the year.

Hard Task Of Leadership

BUT ‘Adenauer's achievement is already greater
than that of Gustav Stresemann, the tnlemnn,

of the Weimar Republic who almost brought

many back into working partnership with ﬂu Wu(

before the great depression and the rise of Hitler

swept away all the bridges which S trescanany mad

patiently tried to build.
rmany’s ruin after the Second World War

.was {ar greater than after the first. Under lhe con-

ditions of 1945 and 1046 it seemed al impos-
sible that there could be a German rev . pohuul-
ly, economically or morally.

That Adenauer undertook the hard task of m
tional leadership under such conditions and wen
large 2 meuuxe of success as he can now clum:
is a measure of his stature as patriot tes-
man. Should he fail in his objnuve a sound Ger-
many as an equal partger ey West Empeul -nd
Atlantic community Europe
Umled sma would lll -ul(:r in- dlmmu nyt.
from his failure.

Ike Isn’t Suggestmg As Mony
. New Laws As Truman, FDR Did

By CONGRESSIONAL QUAlT!l.LY_

'WASHINGTON
AP"I!:R the first change in party

Congressional Quarterly’s boxscore
on the President and the law-
makers.

Mr. Eisenhower has asked Con-
gress to take action on 19 specific
proposals. He has promised recom-
mendations later on four more.
(Many additional requests made
by the President were concerned
with nominations, which are non-
luhmiw matters.)

In comparison, the CQ boxscore
on the first quarter in 1949 showed
that President Truman, fresh from
hll 1048 gl-:unn vietory, asked

jonal action on 51 pro-

By the end of the 1953 first
quarter, President Eisenhower had
won Congressional approval of two
proposals. The Eisenhower-Truman
comparison:

Tke Trumanm -
Action completed 2 5
Unfavorable action | 0
2 16

5
ction 1 25
Npresident Roaserell, taking over
March 4, 1033, during one of the
ion's gravest emergencies. won
quick approval of more than ‘a
dozen history-making bills, durin;
the famous 100 days” of a special
session of the 73rd Congress.
While both of Mr. Eisenhower's
Immediate predecessors fared well
during their postelection honey-
moons. they later met siff resist-
ance in Congre
e tormer general in his legls
tive baptism by fire won exten-
sion of authority to reorganize the
executive agencies. The favorable
action came after a brief fray
over the extent of Congress' power
to veto plans. The

on an Eisenhower legislative pro-

Clhinel rank.

Eisenhows Is receiving
partial action during the first quar-
ood for Hawail,

fer were state
assed by the House, and bills
to con[nm states’ title to omhm
“tidelands,” approved
and House Committees.

As the second quarter opened,
the “tidelands” bills received #
hefty shove forward, when it wos
House passage April 1

- But the Administration's plea
for a joint Congressional resolu-
tion to condemn enslavement res
sulting from Russian violation
“secret” World War II agreement
with the U. S. ran into a politi
stone wall, when members of the
President’s party insisted on an
amendment to make clear they
were not endorsing the nguemnu
made by Democraf 2
RESOLUTION sml:'nu\mn"

After the death of. Russian Pfe-
mier Stalin, the resolution, Al
ready approved by the House For-
cign Affairs Committee, was set
aside indefinitely by the Senaté
Foreign Relations Committee.

Other Eisenbower proposa!
were the subject of commitie
hearings: Revision of the Tafl
Hartley labor law, renewal of ren|
controls in critical defense areas
and extension of authority for det
fense priorities and parcelling out
scarce industrial ma

Presidential requests not formi
ally considered during the nng
quarter dealt with social security
extension, aid to defense areg
schools, immigration act amendy
ment, revamping the Department
of Agriculture, home rule for thé
District of Columbia and establisht
ment of a commission to study

President won out.
In its second complete action

activities of federal,
state and local governments.

It Being Spring, Let Us Waltz .

--Warily--With The Russians

y ROBERT C. RUARK

NEW YORK

HAVE been reacting oddly

to the sulphur-and-molasses
quotient of the Soviet urge for sud-
den peace, forgetting that it's
Spring and that things always
seem better in the Spring. True
enough, the urge to love-thy-neigh-
bor, which has currently smitten
the Reﬂl and their satellites, has
hould be

come a surprise, and
nrny lvprlhcd for the clinker in

But l am a springtime-and-flow-
ers kid, myself, and I say ollhllnd
nec

ause f1s peace they 82y
nt instead of war.
IRD AVENUE ANOLOGY.

We remind me right now of some
who walks

door at Mr. Timothy Costello’s es-
tlbl]lhmah shouts, “Down with

the Irish,” and then looks sad, frus-
tnled ll:d mlund when nobody

Jow-comedy peace line, we have
walked with mournful mien, slight-
ly disappointed because they
didn’t send an A-bomb instead of
an olive branch We have rodded
ourselves up for steady, lmuuu
nnr:ukm. lnd we seem

nted when they want to mu:r
“time" and make up.

I think it's phany mylel! and

part of a plan. but let's momen-
hrlly enjoy it for what it's worth.
As an old subscriber to Bernie B;
ruch's standby preparedness doc-
'rlu I would venture that a man

aring a gun can hold hands with
l gun-tating gal wn.hou! impairing
his efficiency, if he
hnu outo the gal's .u ‘hand.
I don't know about you, but I

am considerably relieved at the
hearts-andflowers the Russians
are playing, and the second chorus
that the satellites are sounding is
mighty pretty. Maybe
plan to conquer us with peac
Fine. 1 would rather be conqu
with peace than with war. A
since nobody- not even a Ressiag

- knavu what a Russian is thinle
let us have this peace offrd
worth. It

ﬂu for all she's
boeone hl
Tht

\m

meu lundby controls, because
Russia is silly enough to think th:
she is being unobvious in lulli

the standby controls would tell het
that we ain’t buying the soft talk
hard enough to leave the door ug
atched

You just sort of keep on maki
the guns and ammunition a
bombs and airplanes, smile swee}
ly. and have some rules and reg®
lations handy in case a new boy
the Kremlin overrules the eu
happiness routine and says let's
bash 'em in the e This way w

aren’t any worse off, and on
social side we can dance a
prance and we might even be able
to get Bill Oatis out of jail, ¥
anybody nmemberl where he’s 1
or what she's
WATCH THE rocrru H

To boil it all down, in my love
octane thinking, it seems lh-\ sudd
denly we have a boma
portunity to be unbeastly o 1
Russians, and they are asking f
the waltz. Possibly they ue ﬁ
ln' to pick our pocket when wi

ggle — but maybe lhey il
H ynu leave your money in yous
shoe, youscan dance a while with
no fear of losing it, and it is podl
sible you might get asked home lo‘
2 nighteap and a kiss

But for heaven's sake, let's qu
being so gloomy about peace. It'
Spring. even in Russia, and let uf
turn the fancy lightly towa
thoughts of love, while carrying &
big stick, speaking softly, wea:
a gun, and using any other clic
1 may have overlooked.

GOP Must Dlve Into Hell's Canyon Soon.

WASHINGTON

(GENIAL Donald McKay, the bard working
¥ Secretary of the Interior, is having a
tough time making up his mind about the
biggest remaining water-power project in
the United States—Hell's Canyon

In fact. he's very much on the spot.

Probably the reason is that he can't get 2
definite decision from the White House.

During the Presidential campaizn, Gen-
eral Eisenhower almost took a stand on this
dynamite-laden power project betucen Ida
S and Oreson. But e didnt He. still
hasn't

Last Summer Ike was invited to 2 meeting

of Western state governors in Boue at the

of Idaho's Gov. Len Jordan, where

it was e t he would come out

for private development of the Snake River
by the Idaho River Co.

However, opponents of the private utili-
ties, including his brother Milton. got very
busy backstage. They inspired scveral news-
paper editorials warning Tke that the ques-
tion of public power vs. private utilities was
full of political headaches. Roscoe Flem-
ming of the Denver Post also published
an open letter to Eisenhower warning him
of the pitfall at Boise. So Ike sidestepped,
took no stand as between private or govern-
ment development of Hell's Canyon.

Meanwhile, Mrs. Gracie Pfost of Nampa,
Tdaho, running for Congress on the Demo-
cratic ticket, met the issue beadom, came
out for v"blk power, and was elected. Not
only was.she the only Democrat elected

from Idaho, but she defeated a sitting Re-
publ

lke Hesitates

D EANWHILE the Eisenhower Adminis-
tration has hesitated. Unfortunately it
can't hesitate much longer. For
er Co. has put Secretary McKay and
the" White House squarely on the spot by
asking the Federal Power Commission (nl’ l
license to build the Ox Bow project.

a smaller dam on the Snake River whlch
vmuld be swallowed up and flooded if the
larger Hell'siCanyon dam is built.

1f Hell's Canyon is developed,

got to make up
rot mullmmmbel

Congress asked him months ago for
an opinion on dmlwh. Hell's Cnm
but McKay ducked. He also
the FPC for an extension M time to rvply
regarding the Ol Bow dam. But he will
bave to reply before May.

Meanwhile, utKly is looking anxiously
in the direction of the White House waiting
for the cue.

Battle Of The Standards

e & the full significance of the firing
lhe&indm‘o!ﬂnlnmnnlsund-
ards on"a charge of scientific unfairness
mmm:mmhmmmmun

nﬂmmmmumm
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tific standards of lhq nation. In a vault in
the South Building is carefully guarded the
national standard meter. from which come
such measurements as the foot, the yard,
etc. Industry relies heavily on this meter
and periodically sends its master gauge
blocks tt m- Bureau of Standards for cali-
brafion t
hd "What such delicate things as cyl-
inders and pistons of automobiles are in
ur:h-nlnhle. results {rom tests made {rom
this standard meter.
When precise
made against

ents are to be
the instrument

would to variaf
running tests he must stand behind a lhleld
Some 700 physical standards are
luding '.he kllw
obm, the volt, also the mas!
cry'lll.l t]oth 'hlth are kept in a vault he

luxuno(

low the which come the
nation's time s

All this mdk-lu why the Burnu of
Standards, above all things, mi

t be nom-
partisan and accurate. It also mdu:-l.z: way
the firing of Director Allen Astin on the
charge that the bureau unfairly tested a
solution _for pt’zrlnl up auto batteries Is
a

Sheaffer Pen Test

'lﬂl-l 'hl fired Dr. Alun is Assistant
aig Sheal-

fer, the fountain pen manufacturer.

When Sheaffer {irst came to
he told friends that one of the first things
he planned to do was shake up the Bureau
of Standards. He further said that the bud
reau had been highhanded with him i
testing a Sheaffer pen.

The bureau demanded more informationg
from him about the pen. Sheaffer md
which he refused to give on the ground tha
it might reveal secrets to his competitors#
Thereupon he wuhdnw the pen and -buﬁ
doned the tes

A further check on the test made of th '
Sheafer pen and the row stirred up by i
owner. the present Assistant Secretary
Commerce. shows that the trouble really bes
£an in the Federal Trade Commission, nol
the Bureau of Standards. g

Sheaffer was manufacturing a adve
hed as lasting a lifetime, -n'd I::e of it

urchasers complained they not nnl
Pad to get the pen repaired, but has
pay for the repairs. The Federal Trade Com'
mission, which polices the advertising claimsy
of manufacturers, thereupon started an ing
vestigation. .

This was how the Sheaffer
to the Bureau of Standards; (orl Mm
does the testing and technical work for
Federl] 'l‘rlde Commission. This could

the reason why the Assistant

50 sore at the Burea

"I‘m "":*m‘d“m!hnem&
7 the direc Bireas

Standarcs was fred. O




