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A SACRIFICE TO EXPEDIENCY

(Editorial Correspondence)

*  RALEIGH

vraz North Carolina General Assembly won

. its battle to conduct budget deliberations

in secret yesterdsy. Whether it wins the
war will depend on public reaction.

To those of us who watched this week's

session.

Yet to the outsider, just come
scene, the whole drama had the aspects of
a tragedy. A vital and fundamental principle
of good government—the open transaction of
the people’s business—was sacrificed to po-
litical expediency. And the sacrifice was
made, not after calm and reasonable delibera-
tion in which all the values could be weighed,
but hastily, impetuously, even angrily. It
was a subjective act. Emotions ran high—
emotions that stemmed from a state of mind
rather than from any particular Incident or
series of incidents.

e

'HE MEN in this General Assembly are

too close to their immediste problem.
They have lost their objectivity. Their act of
yesterday was not directed st the corps of
reporters who cover the Legislature It was
not directed at the North Carolina press in
general (the overwhelming majority of which
is fair, accurate and responsible) It was,
rather, directed at the people of the state
who have no source of information about
the General Assembly except their newsps-
pers and radio stations.

The people, fortunately, had their defend-
ers in both houses yesterday. One after
another, valiant men arose in a vain effort
to halt the steamroller. Some of them merely
made the reasonable request that action be
delayed until a representative group of
North Carolina publishers could come to
Raleigh, present their views to the legisla-
tors, and hear in return an explanation of
the difficulties of budget-making. Others
stood squarely on the right of the people to
know how their tax money Is spent.

But they knew—and everybody knew—
that the die had been cast. The amendment
was prepared the evening before. The two
cochairmen of the subcommittee asked that

it be passed. The Legislature backed them

.

Perhaps after the dust of battle settles,
members of the General Assembly will see
the central problem more clearly. The news
papers of this state and this nation have
and edited by human
of the faults of human
fallible, nor is their

Individual citizen to sit in on the delibera-
tions of his government agencies. The press
was to be their instrumentality for getting
Information that belonged to them as free
citizens.

Hence, the free press has become one of
the main bulwarks of the American democ-

Any denial of public information to the press
denies information to the people. -

The North Carolina legislators will see
that in shutting the press out of their delid-
erations, they are shutting out the people.

DY

ET NO ONE be misled by the argument
- that decisions of the subcommittee will
not remain secret because final votes must
be taken in open session, and because its
recommendations must be approved by the
full appropriations committee and then by
both houses. More important to the forma
tion of public opivion are the facts and the
arguments upon which decisions are based,
now denied to the people by this amendment.
The report of the subcommittee will be
rubberstamped by the full committee and
rubber-stamped again by both houses And
the people will be in the dark
Many honorable and conscientious men
voted for the amendment yesterday in the
sincers belief that they were mot curtailing
the right of free information. With all due
respect to them, we say. they were wrong
We hope that the people of North Carolina
will note well that this General Assembly
does not believe they have any right to
know how their tax money 15 spent and why.
The only thing that softens the arrogance
of this “Big Brother knows best” attitude
is the knowledge that many men who voted
for the amendment were misguided
~C. A. McKNIGHT

'ALWAYS THE SPECIAL INTEREST

HE other day we noted, and concurred

with, Bernard Baruch's once-more-repested
sdvice that Congress emact rigid standby
controls. From his own vast experience
directing mobilization he knows that excep-
tion of certain segments of the economy
from controls during an emergency merely
paves the way for breakdown of the controls.
He knows these exceptions create more
Inequalities than they prevent.

It is an established habit now for Congress
to ask Mr. Baruch what to do about controls.
He tells them to do what they are reluctant

fact remains that the battle for survival of
any industry, in event of war, will be pic-
ayunish alongside the spectacle of the great
battle for survival itself. And we would like
to see some special interests speak out at
last for the national interest.

PROMPT REPLY -

NLY last week President Eisenhower
said. in response to the question of &
Negro reporter. that he did not know of any

do argue in a similar vein. But the

WIND, SAND AND TAXES

ET US PAUSE briefly to lament the in-

trusion upon what was opce man's last
refuge from society and the law—the
French Foreign Legion. Now there was an
outfit where a man could always find escape
from a wife, or wives, or policemen and bill
eollectors. From Casablanca to Saigom the
Legionnaires were, if the songs and stories
are to be believed, a gay bunch of rogues,
riding like the wind across the Sahara sands,

school on Army posts. He prom-
ised a quick study, restated his off-repeated
conviction that discrimination in the use of
Federal funds was unjustified.

It did not take long for the President
to find out the facts. and act on them.
Wednesday the White House announced that
schools for children of Army pes at
Fort Benning, Georgia, the last with
segregated schools operated entirely with
Federal funds, will be integrated by the
beginning of next Fall's term. Further, the
Army will seek agreement with
officials aimed at ending segregation in state-
operated schools on Army posts. If nego
tiation fails, “other arrangements” will be
considered.

We commend the President for his prompt
and forthright action. It is no invasion of
states rights whatsoever. Rather, it is simply
the exercise of a just government's respon-
sibility. «

We regret the passing of the Legion a3 a
refuge for troubled males. Even its mem-
bers can't get away from the tax collectors.

But we're also rather proud of our per
sistent tax men, darn ‘em.

A restaurant in Florida advertises “candid™
sweet potatoes. This is quite a masterpiece
of Burbanking since it is so difficult to find
anything that is both at the saffe time—
Lexington (Ky.) Herald.
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Firmer Farm
Prices Help

Mr. Benson
By MARQUIS CHILDS

3 to
atmosphere. He is per-
fectly capable of discovering, as a
remarkable coincidence,

principal Regublican critic.
over, Benson can report this with-
out any awareness that in cynical
Washington such an illustration of
the long arm of coincidence might

respite in
t is not merely
the distraction provided by the
quarrel with Senator McCarthy
and his allies. Another and more
cogent reason is to be found in the
commodity markets. Prices that a
moath ago were shakily moving
dowpward have now bec: firming

‘This tends to take the pressure
off the Department of Agriculture.
ary Benson's first major ac-

tion had something to do with the
reversal. After long and painful
consideration of the choices before
him. Benson announced that the de-
partment would support the price
of butter at 90 per cent of parity
for the coming year. That meant,
of coutse, as a great many criti-
cal Congressmen from the cities
bave been pointing out, that the
Commodity Credit Corporation
goes on paying 67% cents a pound
for the best butter. The CCC now
bas more than ooe hundred million

to mase that
decision It went against all his be-
liefs. He argued both to himself
and with his associates that the
most it would do would be to pro-
vide an interval in which a solu-
tion for farm surpluses could be
wor
So now in this interval Benson
and the men around him are look-
ing for a satisfactory answer.
Whether they have as yet confront-
ed the stern realities is open to

The first has to do with the at-
titude of farmers themselves. Ben-
son has expressed the belief that
farmers do not want high price
supports since they mean govern-
ment controls. He seems to
lieve that they will be willing to
accept a return to the working of
the laws of supply and demand,
even if this should mean, initially,
some sacrifice on their part.

That shows a fine faith in human
nature. But the farmer has been
conditioned t4 think over quite a
span of years that the chains link-
ing him to the government are
also the chains that sustain his

And he may not be so
ready as Secretary Benson believes
to throw off those golden—well

be-

'

‘Anything Shaken Loose Here In-Washington?’

‘l Was Serious’ At Chicago

Senor Romany Basks In Fame

SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO

E last time I saw him (as

perhaps you did) was on tele-
vision. The big g0 conven-
tion hall teemed with people.
Tension mounted until a short,
insistent man forced himself to
a microphone and <demanded a
roll call of the three-man Puerto
Rican delegation. The resultant
wave of good humor washed away
the tension and somehow lifted
the convention a potch.

But what effect has this mo-
ment of limelight had on Marce-
lino Romany himself*

This was my first question as
the Puerto Rican lawyer, former
insular prosecutor and judge, set-
tled himself in a modernistic
leather chair in one of San Juan's

resort botels.

‘The most important effect, he
said, was a more than 30 per cent
increase in legal business trace-
able to the publicity. He hasn't
had to permanently increase his
legal staff as yet, “but I may
have to soon.”

He did bave to hire a public
stenographer soon after his re-
turn from the 1952 Republican
convention to handle ul
dreds of letters that poured in
on him from Maine to California
and points between A few still
wander in from time to time. He
also has been besieged for auto-
graphs by mainlanders.

One letter, receive
after his triumphal return, en-
closed an advertisement from a
Pennsylvania paper in which was
a large ad listing sale prices at

BY ROBERT M. HALLETT
In The Christian Science Moaitor

a store. A domkey and elephant
embellished the page. In the body
of the announcement were the
words, “Not even Romany would
question these reductions.”

else that happened, the
d.

to
Senor Romany still doesn't Datural scientist
quite understand all the stir that
resulted from his convention role
but he good-humoredly basks in

said.
A few months ago he received

picture, “Robot Without Tails".
Disinterested, he did not answer.
Later the text was released in

lanning the most intensive nation-
Side natursl resoarces study since

The group. known as Resources
for the Future, Inc., will meet in
Washington April 20-22 to plan a
Midcentury Conference on Re-
sources, to be held in Washington
next Fall. The conference has
White House backing and a $150,
000 grant from the Ford Founda-

tion.

Meanwhile, the Eisenhower’ Ad-
ministration already has spoken
out and scted on some current
natural resources issues.

In his State of the Union message
Feb. 2 the President called for “a
strong Federal program in the fleld-
of resource development” on 2
partnership basis between the Fed<
eral government and the states
The major projects, be said,
be timed where possible “to assist
in leveling off peaks and valleys in_

our _economic _life.”
CONSTRUCTION CUTBACK -
The Ad s firs

new Administgation
move affecting natural resources
was to ask for a review of all pub-
lic construction projects to
them to “minimum levels."
Budget Director Joseph M.
told all depart

islander

recognit followed. Hollywood and Senor Romany of economy” in_construction. The
:tsnxnn#[o: l:ll::“ was asked by national wire serv- fnrp; 'nl :\‘;r;\;m Eu::;:u &m

. ices for comment. wp )

4 ‘ot of people coming Bere "V (old them I wam't Interested  avards and real estate buying,
for e he sald. putting a5 o but if Hollywood wanted to make ~pending 2 re their con-
vt agld. PARE 8 AT 2 big offer—I threw out the fig- struction program.

B olleglimntlon, ure $100,000—1 perhaps couldnt A review of the public lands
prasing bt over his $PATS€ ,ofuse it,” he said. Negotistions question has beea called for by

hair. “They want to have dinner
with me. I accept in many cases
though they are str: ~

The saft trade wind blew stead-

Secretary of Interior Douglas Mc-
Kay. He told Congressional Quar.

angers. . . " gy through o lobby terly March § he favored

o blsked owisky bebind bia e A D e oy

agees: cheery word of greeting to

“Also many tourists see my . Everyone seemed to
shingle, ‘Romany & Romany’ (the him, A
other is his son). They take the He turned and looked at me DProbably is administered best by
elevator, come up to my office directly as if to especially im- federal government.
and ask if they can shake hands press upon me what he was about One of the most critical na-
with me.” to say: tural resource problems is the

When he first came back from  “You know, I wasn't trying to  sbortage of water, needed by both
the States he spoke about the be humorous at the convemtion. irrigtion and industrial

now-{amous incident”

1 patticularly in the West. Lt. Gen.

before several Rotary, Lions, and was funny because I trying Lewis A. Pick, retired chief of the
Exchange Clubs on the island. to poll a mk :e‘;nmn. Army Engineers, warned recently
He went back once during the But the head of the delegation  that lack of water “stops indus-
campaign to do some stumping made an stat t. [ trial expansion in many areas"
for Gen. Eisenhower in Troy, N. had to make tion clear  0d said the “constant fight in
Y. where he appeared on the  Would he go fo the 1856 Re. Some areas for more water
:Amn“p';:lmm with the candi- pdblican convention? It would be ‘v)}k;- - - will be more intense
ate. When someone began to in-  impossible to predict, e fature.”
troduce the two speakers, the Gen- - b ot Irrigationists likewise are look-
eral. who had arrived late, inter- had a voice in selecting insular 10 for more water. They have ex-
delegates, there is little doubt -

" and embraced him
in full view of photographers.
This meant more than anything

erted pressure in to

the Reclamation Act restriction

5 whlth‘ limits the water supply for
one

sarway mvrrl—wm—(hl‘u:s. P ’ v P I u o b
loom| reality con- ‘rease supply
coras e relatioship eivees & eopie s atform eain-making” s
farm program and the foreign {‘:‘J"“.‘h‘:‘ in kes.
policy of the Eisenhower Admin- . e alkaline water,
firton. The Aaminisrston What Do Traffic Figures ﬁdﬂic:‘n? The Need For World Law R T
committed to extendis re- LOTTE CHARLOTTE power, cKay
ciprocal trade pmulmn‘lnd lower.  Editors. Tur Nrws: Editors, . gards himself as a “middle of
ing the barriers to the goods of HE Charlotte News of March 23 and The Char- Jus'r- local cities, counties, states ¢ " He has favored pri-
friendly pations. This is the “Trade lotte Observer of March 24 printed articles in a and nations cannot get along with. e development of
Not Aid" thesis. congratulatory vein dealing with traffic volume on out laws, so the community of mations or peoples D¢ Pition's hydroelectric resour.
But, the powerful dairy lobby is  OUr Inlest cne-way sireels. The data given are not  in this dlstanceshrunken. world cant el chicy €€ o0 4 cooperative basis. Ia geo-
urging Congress to put severe lim. ~ Sufficient to provide an accurate estimate of the successfully without establishing some minimum  ©r2l he told CQ, be favors private
itations on the import of dairy prod.  Over-all result. but a considerable increase is clearly of laws to the aggression of ome people ment of steam power plants
ucts. And Secretary Benson has  indicated, perhaps 100 per cent or more. against 3 and thinks that the government
said before a committee of Con. It is not reported whether there has beem & lmmm-:mnmmq might encourage such construe-
gress that it is virtually impossible ~ decrease in traffic on adjacent streets to compen- Wwill do all they can to see to it that the Uniteq tion through rapid tax write-offs,
10 have a high price support pro.  $31¢ for the increase on the oneway streets. Nations (I'd prefer to say United Peoples) is McKay's theories are in conflict
‘,mmdy,,,""m‘;’“ L there is no such decrease, one wonders what in- strengthened so that through a process of law  With those of former President
1 the Impatatioecol e . tion is given these figures by the persons each group of people in the world represented Truman, a staunch advoeate of
modities. The high rice sets o, Fesponsible for our tfaffic regulations. Jould have a degree of freedom not now realized  federal development of both hy.
Bmaguet for wotaite e, Tt b lgnare sock inpleusible exphmations te W0 4 . s dro electric power and steam:
s en urge a grest man Federalists want plants. *
T g o fort trom all ver he Gy and ‘down the new one-way sireels for the purs U.N. bolstered and made 1o become.sfiscins by nslood control contriverey &
“rflm of it, we are left with two having each member people agree to submit to  partly over method. The Army Ens
. n‘z‘:;e;:’fm-m‘: hon.hm(lhebvolmdb ey .:‘-rvM:-ﬂMdMEWdﬂh gineers have pushed a program
losed cts—they area served streets Dbenefit
the only products that some coun- pleasing situation, if e 1If we the United”States were o initiate storage h—?u-nmﬁ
tries, Denmark and New Zealand, ‘The other—somewhat less palatable—is that our a we would be recognized for the ee system along the Missouri Riv--
ar‘u-mple;’:z:mbuwﬂ—m mﬁ:}elmﬂmnnnmﬂ&mm n:';!"-. we know ourselves to be. er and ity tributaries. But basin
le » great more to accompl same results Russia not come along, the remainder farmers hay
That is the kind of reality thai  aa g 1 of the world = 2 e
the earnest Secretary of Agricul- answer is correct? she s WOSHTe st g o e :l—:ﬂ-‘:;“ &“‘"
ture must i JAMES L. SMITH ROBERT H. JOHNSON tices.
0 . z
feramss Greek Shi i
Mo Fearon's . Gree ipowners Waxed Fat On U. S. Aid
WASHINGTON  postwar boom and forbidden trade with Vi 2 Panamanian company, ne
ay, , nearly two years ago, this enemy. a Bumber through
May, 1951, nearly the They parlayed their whieh Be g~ i he James Ives, rechristened the Axios, not
_column revealed (hat certain greedy [leet into one of the worlds largest, frost men Who were American citisens, "7 510PPed off at Dairen in March, 1951,
Greek ship owners had bought American lived like potentates in New York, London This company, for ‘was -mﬂ-ﬂ-mhh-q
Liberty ships on a shoestring, sailed them #id Buenos Aires. owned by §. §. Niarchos, whe turned ‘iteelt, dropping anchor at the Black Ses
under a doten different flags to escape Probably the largest Greek shipowner (o be a son-in-daw of Livancs. ports of Novorossisk in
taxes, then repaid American generosity to become 2 postwar millionaire at Uncle 5 Odessa 1z, Jo,
by Dauling contraband goods to our ene. Sam's expense is Starvros G. Livancs. This  Trading With Reds in June, 1052, :
mies behind the Iron Curtain. This is the column revealed on May 14, 1951, bow he The Livanos-owned Nestos, formerly the
--Gm«vuamu.u\.mu (inagled enough certificates from the Greek Afhld.u—rl-—u‘ Mary Lyon, made ealls at Dairen in April,
to the tune of over a billion in m-hum ships Hive been spotted entering or  1951; Novorossisk in May, 1952; Constantza,
order to block communism. ships by making a paltry of leaving ports. For the Rumania, in June, ; and Tsingtas,
Reason this country sold the ships at Wnﬁ»mwm W. B. renamed the un- China, in December, 1952 The same ports
knockdown prices was to help the strug- tion bolds the mortgage om 11 -of loaded contraband carge at the Russian- “were visited by the Pinios, the
gling Greeks rebuild, their merchant fleet these vessels, which have been steaming reg- controlled port of Dairen, Manchuria, in a-mu-.-m—-m.
-and restore their war-wrecked economy, In- ularly into Communist ports all the time June, 1951, and made another trip to the in 1951; Tsingtao in Apedl, 1082;
stead, the highhanded Tsaldaris government  Livanos has been paying the U. S. gov- &-umlmnm and October, 1952,
tutned the ships over to Maﬁ ernment for them. 5 1852 Vet the United States still held 3 also other ships
riends who lived in the 8¢ Nsted ®28050 Ew-t.
rd =, remamed e o cmered =m—-~ ot e
Dairen ‘ﬁl‘t 2gain r‘ ﬂ-
tember, it was under Hughes, >




