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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 1953

GOVERNOR UMSTEAD CHARTS A BOLD COURSE

by the Advisory Budget Commission; (2) pro-
vide attendance officers, driver
education
training and additional clerical help for
school system; (3) pay st least $50

1o retired state employees who had at
20 years of service at the time of

tirement; (4) increase the operational
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stretch revenue expectations to the limit,
and there is spme danger that revenues might
actually decline below estimates if the Eisen-
bower Administration manages to cut Federal
spending subMantially during the next two

Yet Bill Umstead, who is no spendthrift,
the needs are urgent—so urgent

inal
he several bond issues, $50 million for state
school building and $22 million for
Institutions would have to be
approved at the polls. With the needs so
pressing“in both fields, the Legisisture
should have mo compunctions about per-
mitting the people to vote on these two
issues.

f

The Sovernor also asked that an additional
$15 million in bonds be issued by the Legis-
lature, without a vole of the people. Educa-
tional institutions would get $108 million of
this amount, and other state institutions
the balance (including a needed $2 million
to enable the Medical Care Commission to
continue with its program of building hos-
pitals, nursing homes, and health centers)

Mr. Umstead's other recommendations
were not spelled out in detail. He wants
more funds to (1) give the school teachers
more than the 10 per cent recommended

e

utilization of the state's labyrifithine in]
waterways; (6) and carry outa realistic
program to combat stream pollution.

It is here that the legislators and the
Governor may find some difficulty in reach-
ing agreement. The extra bond issues will
not substantially boost the budget—retire-
ment costs were set at about $4.6 million
@ year after the bonds are issued. But
other nondetailed expenditures could run
into the millions.

The Legislature has some leeway. Already
in the Bu Commission's appropriations
bill is the sum of $5.7 million for permanent
improvements for mental institutions. If the
people approve the $22 million bond issve
for this purpose, this sum will be available
for other purposes.

Furthermore, a cash operating surplus of
$17 million has been set up. Governor Um-
stead feels this fund is an essential of sound
management, but the Legislature may pick
up another $2 million or $3 million by
trimming the cushion fund below $17 million.
That, with the $5.7 from the mental insti-
tution fund, may be enough to cover the
additional Umstead recommendations.

In any event, Governor Umstead's budget
message charts an imaginative program of
further growth and development for North
Carolina, and charts it with a boldness and
tonfidence that has been a characteristic
of all the great Tar Heel chief executives.

The General Assembly now has its chance
to match the vision and the courage of the
Governor.

LET’S ABOLISH THESE TWO TAXES

UR Miss Sawyer's report on Mecklen-

burg’s personal property tax system,
elsewhere on this page today, points up
once more a fact painfully evident to hon-
est taxpayers and county officials, xiz, the
system needs a major overhaul, if not com-
plete abolition.

The defects of the presenttax system are
many. Tt permits the dishonest taxpayer, who
won't list personal property at value, to pay
mo, or ridiculously low, taxes. Honest John
carries his own and his dishonest neighbor's
tax burden. There is no way to nab the
venter, unless he has a car. The Tax
Supervisor's office is burdened with a time-
consuming chore that doesn’t produce much
Tevenue.

Tax Supervisor Rufus Grier proposes to
replace the present property tax listing sys-
tem with a percentage system (15 per cent

* of assessed value of the residence, as used
in Guilford and -Forsyth counties). That
would be an improvement. But it would
be hard to catch renters under this plan.
Perhaps the tax could be levied against the

house owner, and he could pass it on to
the renter. There's doubt, though, about the
legality of that system, now applied in New
Jersey, in this state.

We think the best answer s abolition of
the personal property tax, except on auto-
mobiles. For all the bother and inequality
the present tax creates, it produces only three
per cent of the county’s revenue. Why not
tax the cars, as usual, and add a mite to the
residential listings? The county would get as
much revenue as it now does, with less fuss
and more equality of tax burden.

As the tax study cemmittee pointed out,
abolition of this personal property tax may
require changes in the State Constitution. 1f
0, we suggest to our legislators that they
sound out their House and Senate colleagues
on the matter. E

And while they're at it, the legislators
could knock out the poll tax. equally unpro-
ductive of revenue and also undemocratic
in this day of lady ambassadresses, agency
heads and voting leagues. Abolition of this
tax would require legislative approval, but no
<constitutional change. >

THE LAND GRANT ‘MYTH’ s

NEW controversy, which we're happy

to jump into, has come to light. The
railroaders, it seems, are mad at the his-
torians.

The men who wrote our high school history
books, charge the railmen, perpetrated the
“land grant myth”. It became so firmly im-
planted that now, every time the iron horse
men ask for a rate hike somebody hollers:
“Look, all that land grant subsidy and now
Jou want even more money.”

In the interest of history we present the
railroads’ case, as detailed in Semaphore,
Ahe magazine of the P. & N. Railroad

Despite the general impression that most
railroads got big land grants, only eight per
cent of the nation's rail mileage, says
Semaphore, received any land grants what-
soever. They were the lines that opened the
West. They got alternate sections for many
miles on each side of the right of way, as
an incentive to build. North and South Caro-
lina, and 20 other states, didn't get any land-
grant mileage.

The land was valued at $130 million. But
Congress wrote a gimmick into the law. Rail-

getting grants had to sell their services
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It just might be, incidentally, that the
excesses of these two old railroading rascals
destroyed the objectivity of historians in
their day. Gould attempted to corner the
gold market, creating the panicky Black
Friday of 1860. “Robber Baron” Hill helped
bring on the stock market panic of 1901. And
these manipulations were of considerable
more importance to the historian than were
railroad loan repayment data.

The land-grant deal was a good proposi-
tion for the government. the recipient rail-
Toads and the homesteaders. We're glad to
help straighten out the record for the rail-
roaders. But the hunch remains that they
Teally aren't so mad at the historians as they
are at the truckers and airlines that have
edged in on their business. Concludes
Semaphore:

“When these facts are known few fair-
minded persons cam continue to contend
that the reilroads were ever subsidized in

a
the construction of roads for trucks
ports terminals for use of their air
lines."

Well, we can't get 100 excited about the
running battle between the railroaders, on
one band, and the truckers and air lines on
the other. In part, the growth of the two
new
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People’s Platform

Letters should be brief. The writer's name audl address must be given, but may be withbeld
from publicatiow if the discretion of the Editors. The News reserves the right to condesse.

UFE Program Commended
MOUNT_HOLLY

tion pre.
sented to the General Assembly, viz: (1) A class size
of 30 pupils per teacher, based on average daily
attendance, and the reduction to 25 pupils per
teacher as soon as possible. (2) A salary schedule
of $2600 to $4,100 for a certified teacher as a
minimum. (3) Sufficient funds to employ an ade-
quate number of properly qualified attendance

personnel. (4)
to~meet increased cost of

. ol aid more instructional
materials.) (5) Capital {unds by bond issue
to complete the present school building program.

And a radio. was going . . . they listened: “To the
American people . . . of you who are still
alive . ., hold on . . , help is on the way. Stay
where you are . we will try to find all of you
in time. We have ‘bombed . . . Most of the im-
portant cities are wiped out. Death and destruc-

tion are everywhere, Millions are dead. W
bas been leveled to the ground. But keep calm.
Me:!wmlnkﬂ'.mndioc off

d

Sounds fantastic doesn't it? Yet the Rosen-
bergs sold us out, for just such a purpose—for
just such a thing to happen to your home,
family and mine. The American people have been

already deteriorated because 1] te does not Remember, Rev. Eads.

sulfiglent salaries 1o its teachers is a wellknown o wipe out a certain group. he ordered them wiped
fact. That it will continue to i we m‘ even to their cattle! God knew m:
take Steps to res the situation by our there are certain elements that need to
teachers more, and thus attracting better qualified Wiped out! When Saul God and kept
teachers, is oregone conclusion. It the cattle, he was punished for so doing.

stated by @ man in position to know that the short: 1 say dish as_they pllumed to

age of wellqualified teachers has reached
the critical and has entered ‘the perilous stage.

no
t made to use
m‘dumymhlpdluu-rlmd»

MRS. D. §. BEATTY

The Rosenbergs Should Burn

CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tur News:

INO, one knew exactly what had happened. There
had only been the deafening blast and sud-

le town was afire. People

bodies from

denly it scemed the whol
left alive pulled their broken or torn
under t|

boys saw a store, balf standing, half blown apart,

Drew Pearson'’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON  f¢

]

‘Supports Auto Liability Proposal
CHARLOTTE

Editors, Tz Nrws:

'WISH to thank you for the fine editorial which

‘your paper recently carried stating your feelings
on Senate Bill No. 105, the new proved Fi-
nancial ity Act which is being pro-
posed by the Insurance ner. Your con-
tlusion is that the 100 per cent responsibility of
al that is, insurance, would
most certainly be the best plan; at this dale there
Is no workable plan for such insurance. However,
we understand that

preparing
one for presentation to the New York State Legis-
lature.

We will all agree that until such an Act is
‘inancial

and improved Fi

McALISTER CARSON Jr., President
Charlotte Association of Insurance Agents

What lke Left Unsaid About Farm Crisi

but

kstage det ive never been  press much of what Benson own:
:wbu Pru'(’d:h!‘.:shm done -nnhumu-m‘l\un:
t i a
dramatic meeting just before his first press  son moves, as listed in the President’s pri-  lion bales of cotton.”
el o bl it e T T e in the Presidents
on i arm crisis. ; t's press<
This column has seen the Presidents et NPPOCL Bograms have been M poving that the
private ‘niotes that he used both at this  ‘hoces of dairy and large quanti. Cme under the
mhumhmtommatm: ﬁ-dm-rn-t"“bhnn-du ed ppt: “Extent
conference. In talking to the press, losn. OPS interference with prices and O products—{rom d
ever, be left out several points on farm grading of cattle has been removed. Orderly 1991 to election
prices which he written down in his has been encouraged. Co-opera- per cent; from
g o in the X

Those who met privately with the Presi.  gon oS F Prodnosr cent.
oy e s Bave been haiiog conferences with USDA :
son, Senate Alken of  gificiale An international_ wheat sgree Gl Mailbag
Vermont, and Semator Carlson of Kansas, ment is being negotiated to continue to pro-
faramse iricad and representative of & BiS  yide an outlet for U, 5. wheat.” cid i

umn

Eiscobower explained he bad called them 3 = some
i 1o review the fsrm satement that he Democratic Sfump By S
intended to make to the press a few minutes WER'S notes blus my answer:
hm.mmwmlhwrmu the “stocks of Cpl. Arthur Temer,
wotes. Carlson suggested that Presi o modity Credit *Last October. I had
dent should write out a complete state- the amount of butter, getting quarters for
ment rather than depend on notes. but oy pridhe oo reatal of $37 per month.
Aiken declared that no matter what Eisen. P it government ble to draw .
bower said. his eritics would try to tear _Tke's notes contained these the . because
1t apart. i ‘comments which -.ﬂ-hw“
“Notes on the farm price situation,” now taking and when
stressed the “action taken by the Secre- Koing into storage! are o
fary to remedy the price situation.” els( some of this and knees. The

It may have been an accident, due to - &fed); wheat—12s ters, and the soot
‘bervousnoss in bolding his first press con- “In addition, for the There are gaps in
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in this“section are “just and
juitable. p

that “the General Assembly may

The Constitution (Article V, Sec-

jon 5) also specifies which per-

Al properties the General As-
from

Iature. But the subject is a touchy
one.

'y

‘—thnbf'e"ssme‘ﬁ, Vet Groups
Make Their Wants Known

for an enlarged program of medi.
cal aid for veterans. Mrs. Rogers
and several other Members of

By
CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY
EGISLATION to increase bene-

medical care for ex-servicemen.

forces including men who have

Approximately 300 members of

fairs Committee both have called

notes added. “CCC has under loan or
ably will of
wheat, 171 million bushels of corn, 17 mil-  spews
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