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N. C.'S JAYPEE SYSTEM IS OBSOLETE

N EDGECOMBE COUNTY 49 couples
who thought they were married have
found out they were not.

In Craven County a cab driver was
fllegally thrown in jail for failure to pay
promptly a $12.40 grocery bill

In county after county in North Caro-
lina, day after day, similar serious legal
errors are committed and justice is pros-
tituted by incompetent officers of an
ebsolete system, the justice of the peace
eourts

Jay Jenkins of the Rarricw Nrws &

VER recently wrote an eye-opening
series of articles on the system. Here, in
part, is what he found:

Absolutely no training is required of a
jaypee. Many of them have difficulty
reading and wrif

“I ain't never been in a damn school
house in my lif¢* "cept to an entertain-
ment,” one boasted to him.

They operate on the fee system, which
invites fraud. A Craven County grand jury
recently charged that jaypees there failed
in “a very large number of traffic cases”
to turn over to the county funds they had
collected. Their books are seldom audited
Poor and ignorant defendants are often
victimized.

, and in eriminal cases when the
prescribed punishment does not exceed
2 fine of $50 or 30 days' imprisonment
In some counties they have jurisdiction
in worthless check cases involving up to
$50. But some use their offices as debt-
agencies. Some use criminal
ts to collect on open accounts.

they are not author-
, issue papers outside the
Jjurisdiction or even out-

il

county of
the staf
Duspite their authority they are ex-
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empted from the classification of office-
holder and thus can hold two public
offices. They can use this dual position
1o personal profit. &

Why hasn't the system been reformed?
Tries have been made, and stifled quickly
in the General Assembly. The jaypees
themselves constitute a good lobby, and
there are plenty of them. Probably no
one knows how many. That's because some
who are appointed or elected don't prac-
tice: others, like the man who “married”
49 couples in Edgecombe County unknow-
ingly let their commissions expire. Jay-
pees can be appointed by the governor.
They can be appointed, when vacancies
occur, by Superior Court clerks And
they can be elected. The state constitu-
tion requires that there shall be at least
two jaypees per township. State law pro-
vides for election of not less than three
jaypees per township, or one jaypee per
1.000 population in cities. And the legis-
lature can name jaypees too.

Mr. Jenkins has focused attention on
a part of the state judicial system that
wants atiention in every county. Many
jaypees, to be sure, are competent and
incorruptible. But the lack of standards
and checks applied ta_the system, the
undesirable fee system, the multiplicity
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oing down the_old Burma Road
# little later with Tillman Durdin,
the excellent New York Times cor-
, 1 asked about this puz-
business. After all, Free
ance to Ja-
in itsell a triumph. Why

not good
everyone then writing about

People’s Platform

on
Latters should be brief. The writer's name ‘and address must be given, but may be withheld from Not very long after that, the ex-

of and election p:

suggest that the best way to improve
the system may be to abolish it alto-
gether, and replace it with  more efficient
set-up.

There is of course a need for some
court where minor litigation can be han-
dled justly. We would suggest that mem-
bers of the state bar put their minds to
the problem. Perhaps their recommenda-
tions and more reporting of the situation
in various counties can result in public
awareness of the inadequacies of the
present system, and corrective action by
the next General Assembly.

WARRANTS SUPPORT,

that position during an election year

Bditors, Tur News:

East prompts

me to write you. Our State Depart-
ment is now withholding economic aid from Israel

in the discretion of the Editérs, The News reserves the right to condense.

U. S. Policy Re Israel Questioned
ROCK HILL, 8. C

YOUR recent fair and informative editorial re-
garding the tinder box situation in the Near

the Administration will
use its influence and good
to this destitute area so that its
our aid will be shortened.

because Israel has not acceded 1o the demand made

by UN. truce chief Gen. Sagn Bennike

construction of the hydro-electric project along

that it

punish » friendly na-

behest of its enemies. This action will

whet the Arab appetite for war, It is hoped that
reconsider its action

offices to bring peace

A. R SURITZ

halt
the Jord;
Without waiting for a decision of the Security

friendly policy of our government, our State De-
partment officials have prejudged this vital matier.

Jeep's Pictures Were Tmcu

Editors. Tuz

Council and in complete disreard for the traditional | WANT to thank you and the staff of The Char-
lotte News for the excellent publicity you gave
connection with the Children’s Concert
played by the Charlote

us in
In 1951 when Syria tried to block the dramning
of the Huleh marshes, the UN. upheld Israel’s po-

sition. It is unjust ani inaccurate to state that

is not in keeping with the traditional fair play

the Armory-Auditorium. The

e expense of lsrael 1 a

Symphony Orchestra
series of pictures by
Jeep Hunter on the front page of Thursday’s edi-

China overpaint the good and al-

together overlook the bad? Durdin

grinned and replied:
“Oh, you know, nobody ever tells

aggerated American praise gave
way 1o equally exaggerated abuse.
What had been absolutely

and

h intended 1o bel
on China, inevitably begot the violent
reaction which greatly damaged
China's cause.

These long forgotten facts are
Decessary o remember today, be.
ARLOTTE cause here in Formosa the same

illy cycle has started all over
The al enthusiasts
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek
Sen. Wil-

Overestimated .

By JOSEPH ALSOP

fare. But this island still teems

extraordinary variety
nnﬂ..)ol.lm a 'Pﬂ*‘;’g‘
the

Infloential man_ sfter.

s hot
on the Chinese Communist flank,
The generalissimo himself has told
the American autborities that be
cannot return to the mainland un:
til he has far more than doubled
his present force, which is phy
sically impossible. But even if the
force requirements are not inflat
ed in this manner, American and
Chinese planning and preparation
have got to be radically adjusted
before the Communist flank is gen-
uinely threatened from Formosa

Third, the generalissimo's gov
ernment is not supported by 200
000 or 300,000 or 500,000 anti-Com
munist guerrillas on the Chinese
mainland

The Chinese Nationalists have

can aid. (The agency of American
aid, “Western Enterprises, Incor-
porated,” must surely be the most
uncove

the world, with its own P. X. com-
missary, two social clubs, and a
bousing development locally known
as “Spook Centre.”) But the Com-
munist police have largely defeat-
ed the best efforts that could bé
de here. There are not more
than a few thousand active guer.
rillas on the mziniand today. And
even the coastal

that are miscalled guerrillas here
in Formosa are now being frus.

coastal 1

Chiang and old Chen Chengand
the others have formed a govern-
ment that is energetic, honest, and
distinetly forward looking in its
deal with the Formosans. 'y
have built an army that has strict-
Iy limited capabilities as yet, but
an army that is a real fighting
force, with almost mone of the
weaknesses of the old Nationalist

armies on the mainland.

our country, and fo reach a decision without have created a state that is an im-
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