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THE FIELD FOR LIBERALS IN RALEIGH

T DOFSN'T matter what kind of a lib-

eval you are If sou're one of those

who assor term with social and
political ¢ fe kind that favors
a return of goverumental power to state
and 1aal units, theres & vast field for
you in Raleigh. Neither long overdue

changes in the state nor modern machinery
for exercising state, instead of federal
powers are going to be forthcoming until
North Carolinians send to the General
Assembly a better crop of men than they
have in the past. And it's time, right now
to consider whether you, or maybe your
neighbor,” ought to stand for next r's
election to the 1955 General Asse

State governments throughout the na
tion have been in process of deterioration
for years. Their ills are severa). and are
summed up succinctly in the current issue
of HarrEr's by a member of the Oregon
state Senate, Richard L. Neuberger

1. The parttime status and negligible
salaries of state legislators and most state
district attorn

2. The inability to reapportion legisia-

#0 they will represent a state’s pop-
as it exists today, not as it did
the frontier past:

3. Detailed and cluttered state constitu-
tions uu.t lace state governments in a nigid

et

oneparty politieal domination /

alls t least half the states,
5. The fact that state elections are held
simultaneously with Presidential elections
and Congressional elections

The first two points apply with special
emphasis to North Carolina. Assembly-
men’s niggardly pay. $15 per legislative
day. is pot enough to maintain them in
Raleigh and permit occasional trips home,
let alone raise a family. This low pay
scale discourages men of modest means,
encourages bribery. The General Assem-
bly has the power to raise these salaries,
but untl enough legislators insist the
change be made the inherent disadvan-
of the low-pay system will prevail.

Rural members dominate the Assem-
bly disproportionately because of the leg-
islature’s refusal 1o redistrict. as the state
constitution decrees. in accordance with
population changes Thus urban problems
that are of mounting concern to North
Carolina cities, things like urban redevel-
opment, traffic congestion and mental
hiealth, often receive scant attentfon from
the rural'minded legislature. The cities®
only recourse then is to look to Washing-
ton. Thus the federal government is
forced to do what the state will not do

It will be too late if you wait until after
the next Assembly meets to wail about its
ineffectiveness. 1t will be too late if you
wait until the election, or when the cam-
paign gets hot only a few months away.
Now is the time to get the views of and
impress your views on prospective legis-
lators. Now is the time for men and wom-
en who want to clean up the mess in
Raleigh to get busy.

tage

HOW TO GROW OLD DESPITE CARS DEPT.

RE'S GOOD NEWS today from the
‘& Car War front

Sunday the State Highway Patrol started
tion of ils new electrical speed
. checker on Wilkinson Blvd. Good place
to start it too. In no time at all 17 speed-
ers were caught. Two pleaded guilty and
were fined: the rest forfeited bonds rang-
Ing from $15 to $25 Wonderful It won't
take long to amortize the investment in

the new gadget that way.

Over the weekend the State Highway
Patrol started a “saturation” patrolling
technique on seven of the state’s high-
ways. This technique is even more effec-
tive than the €lectric speed checker or the
radar-operated “whammy”. The presence
on the highway of so many patrol cars
cuts down violations as well as accidents.

Yesterday Motor Vehicles Commission-
er Scheidt started a campaign against the
oft-dangerous “slow poke” drivers. Pa-
trolmen, with the aid of the electric speed
checker and the “whammy”, will locate
these traffic cloggers, remind them of the
hazards of highway ambling.

Then in the morning's mail came this
letter from Raleigh, telling about forma-
tion of the “Motorists Protective Asso-
clation Inc.” This organization apparently
was not, as the name might imply, set
up to counter Columnist Tom Fesper-
man’s “Pedestrian Protective Society,” but

aims to promote driver training educa-
tion, inform members on activities of the
state legislature affecting highway safety,
work for economical insurance rates,
oppose unjustified increases in taxes
affecting automobile owners, and “‘make
North Carol the safety center of the
South.” Time will tell whether this organ-
ization is more interested in curbing taxes
and competing with the Carolina Motor
Club for membership than it is in highway
safety, but we won't argue with the
Association’s laudable goals

These encouraging developments in
highway safety bring to mind an idea that
service stations operators might like to
mull over. A friend was telling about his
brother, who travels a lot and has his
own rules for survival on the highway.
This traveling man seldom travels at night,
but if he must he always checks all his
lights, front and rear, before dusk He
rightly figures that faulty lights contribute
1o many highway accidents.

Service station operators are often
asked for more free service than gas;
maybe they wouldn't want to take on
another chore like offering to check
lights. But if they do we'll bet they'll rate
return business from some appreciative
motorists. If they don't. the wise motorist
will pull off the highway before dusk and
do his own checking

A PROPER CONCERN FOR OIL CONSERVATION

YOU'D like to increase your vocabu-
lary, visit an oil field. Inside 24 hours
you'll be using knowledgeably some of the
most colorful jargon in America—"lease-
hounds” (the fellows who lease mineral
rights on land), “roughnecks” (they work
on the drilling rig). “Christmas tree”
(that's the gadget installed at the well-
head of a producer to channel the flow)
Other terms of the industry are more
difficult to comprehend. Oilmen who start
talking about fractionating towers, cata-
Iytic cracking. rectifying columns, and
the science of petrochemistry soon lose
the lay audience

But one term now current in the indus-
try in understandable to all. It is “con-
servation” We are pleased to note that
the industry chose to make it the theme
of this Oil Progress Week. For oilmen
themselves bear a heavy responsibility in
the conservation of the resource that is
their livelihood

Right now there seems to be an over-
of oil. Iran recently announced

that she was ready to arrange the return
of Iranian oil to world markets. When
Jranian production ceased because of the
mation's political prostration other pro-
@ucing areas filled the gap with scarcely
8 noticeable drop in world-wide produc-
tion figures. New fields are being ex-
in Asia. And here in the United

during the past two years devel-
opment has begun in a2 vast new field,

The

b

the Williston Basin of North Dakota and
Montana

But despite present abundance of sup-
plies, war and technology have in recent
years made record demands on petroleum
resources. U. S. oil demand this year is
50 per cent higher than it was in 1945.
The President's Materials Policy Commis-
sion recently warned of the urgency of
conserving this non-renewable natural re-
source

The oil industry itsell has increasingly
concerned itself with conservation. The
use of “mud.” a mixture of water, clays
and chemicals to prevent a well from
blowing out, has made the gusher an ex-
ception. Dead fields are being brought to
life by new techniques that bring out a
second crop of oil which couldn’t be
brought to the surface before. Well spac-
ing and the capture and use of gases
that formerly were wasted are good con-

with instances of waste and reckless ex-
ploitation. This record, the recognition

one of the reasons why many thoughtful
persons questioned the wisdom of turning
offshore ofl rights over to a few stale
governments. Always, the public should
concern itsell with the careful husbandry
of resources so vital as oil. The more the
industry itself attends to this conserva-
tion, the less will be the need for public
surveillance.

(Vo) News
ANYBODY LIKE TOMATOES?

the danger of in

in the world, asks the
(N. C. Daily News, do Virginians pro-

first place, they don't. Most of them

What we started out to say got sidetracked

pounce tomato as if it were spelled tomaiwto® * in the process ol getting rid.of & posve or

two. Why in the world, we intended to ask
sooner, do Tar Heels pronounce tomato as
if it were spelled tomayto?

If the Tar Heels' answer is because thal's
the way they like to pronounce it, the answer
is sufficient. But Tar Heels who make it have
the obligation to permit others to have the
same freedom of choice, and without com-
‘ment from them.

What's Cooking?

People’s Platform

Latters should be brief. The writer's name and address must be given, but may be withbeld from
publication in the discretion of the Editors, The News reserves the right to condense.

Recognize Alcoholism As Iliness

CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tur Nrws:
AT a recent meeting of the American Associa-
tion of Social Workers, Charlotte Chapter, the
group voted to endorse the tion of the
Mental Health Society board to use county hos-
pitalization funds for indigent persons who are il
with alcoholism.

We recommend (o the County Board of Com-
that be rec.

ognized as an iliness treatable under the same
bospitalization plan as other ilinesses.

We hope that the Board of Commissioners will
see fit to take favorsble action and lead the way
for a practical and sound approach to the trest-
ment of alcobolism smong indigent persons.

—MISS JANE LATHAM.

Chairman, Charlotie )
American Assoclation of Social
Workers.

Put Yourself In Russia’s Shoes
4 PITTSBORO

Editors, Tux News:
ECENTLY one of my anonymous riends wrote
me asking 1f 1 eve: hoped to be on the win-
ning side. He referred of course. to the outcome

of the school bond election. which 1 opposed as
being premature in that we
what kind of & system the Supreme

would permit us 1o use the funds. Too, his was a re-
minder of the fact that 1 am very often on the

did mot know for

0t see any necessity for applica-
extent of throwing the passen-

opinion that we can make a bet-

are confronted with difficulties
But what confronts us in the for-
eign fields is of a more difficult and dangerous
nature, and time is of the essence of the situa-
tion.

We are losing this cold war. as 1 see it Rus.
sia is getting relatively stronger. Her allies are
becoming more firmly attached to her, while our
alignments are growine wesker.

Are we not making a mistake in assuming

tile intentions in ever tightening the circle of mili
tary a bout Just recently we con
cluded arrangements with Greece for air

em the fact that they were in easy
reach of the heart of Russia: and just a littie be-
fore that we made likc arrangements with Spain,
with like assurances to our people.

In fact. all our foreign air fields are for
that 3

anno
-Mnlm Were
what would we do and think?
the criterion.

We are now on the verge of a toplevel con-
ference with Russia with respect to the situation
in the Balkans and Middle Europe generally. We
do mot trust Russia. but we are realistic enough
to understand that she will not get out of the
middle of Europe unless she is protected against
invasions from the west. The thought of a re-
armed Germany terrorizes the Russian pedple. They
lost 15 million men killed in the last war—twice
as many as all the other nations engaged. And in
adidtion to that, she sees hersel{ recently sur-
munu:lad by military air bases of a faroff West-
ern

So let's do a little two-way thinking as to the
foregoing situation. Would we not insist not only
upon a nom-aggression pact as f y. un-
derwritten by both England and the United States,

That's the

bases surrounding us® we place ourselves
in the other fellow’s shoes. we see, think and act
differently. And until we do just that. we are most
likely to do some fool thing that will set this old
world again ablaze from pole to pole.

May God help us to see ourselves as others
see us. or, what is best. as we are.

—JOHN W. HESTER.

The Price Of Republican Victory
CHERAW. §. C.

Editors, Tux Nrws:

JLAST year 1 paid $98 for five gallons of coal

+"oil. " Today 1 am paying $106 for the same

amount. That's $.11 for the oil barons

tive galions.

on each
Now that's the

Truce Has Settled Nothing;

Conference Success Unlikely

SEOUL

1“(! AIRFIELD is not Kimpo
now, where San Jaskilka's little
band of weary Marinés reached the
high ground above the airstrip ac
dusk was falling and marched
through the sunsettothe bivouac
by the redoubt, where the attack
came in the night. But Seoul City
Airport as they call it, is across
the river just as Kimpo was

The sandy bluffs are there along
river too where the lumbering
n of troopladen ducks stalled
for a nervous
the same shallow, siltladen stream
that the ducks seemed to take an
eternity to crois while the Ma-
rines speculated on what sort
opposition the outfit would meet
on the other side, and Jaskilka
quiety talked about what his coun-
try meant to him
Bot now there is a bridge and
one rolls easily across in a friend's
car, observing the speed limit of
the MP's

The last time. after the river was
crossed, there were long days in
the hills above the city, with the
y fighting their way
h de

the
t

the city in flames
al entry of Dougis
Syngman Rhee, &
ny of celebration

the
MacArthur-
how 50 stir
of the hide-
ital. where the
e through the
Broken roof and a couple o h
Korean corpses bad oniy n
Ralf tucked out of sight by the en
trance
But now there are squaiid sub
urbs, and then the brisk. busy
simost idiotically cheerful new city
of Seoul which ix enjoying the
peace while it lasts
UNINSPIRING CONTRAST
The contrast between then and
Then, at .ny
s in Korea and
ure their

government in Washing
showing a courage th
proud. But now the drama of S
is & comedy—the American gov
ernment anxiously shuffling its feet
and making appeasing gestures
before the embarrassing. the real-
Iy too upsetting, the half lunatc
but still altogether too convincing
displays of the courage of Syng-
man

The situation here after the
truce can be simply if unpalatably
summarized. The truce has settied
nothing. And there is not a single
inhabitant of Seoul who has thought
about the matter for more than
five minutes who expects the po-

Iitical conference to settle anything
either, if it occurs at all.

North of the line, the ememy s
strengtheping his position and des-
perately working o rebuild the
North Korean army, from what

depopulated

the ROK army continues
speed and at great expense.
the truce line, meanwhile, the
oners we fought for are in
jcopardy.

!9=s.,

i

Here in South Korea the

Ty

the almost equally
American aid

resources except people,
scenery. and the Mutual Security
Administrator has a tough job

ahead

Such is the small talk, so0 to

be summed up in one
What will Syngman Rhee do?
RHEE WELL-ESTABLISHED

At to what the old man can do,
there is no need for argument.
He has his army. which he abso-
1 controls. The smart young
commanders of the ROK divisions

competent authorities here,
have been put on short supply ra-
tions by the Americans, just in
case, but they have plenty of am-
munition and fuel for the initial

» can breach the truce, can
start the war again, if he so de-
cides

As 1o what Rhee will decide, in
the almost certain event thal the
political conference does mot give
him what he wants,

tion. In Gen. Maxwell D. Taylor
and Ambassador Ellis Briggs the
American government has two rep-
resentatives here who are a cred-
it o the US. But these two ex-
perienced and judicious men seem
10 be just as puzzled as everyone
else.

Revolt Of Farmers Against
Republicans Is Very Real

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON

JREPUBLICANS who try to keep
the realities of political and
economic life in view are saying
that the defeat their party suffered
for the first time in history in Wis-
consin’s Ninth Congressional Dis-
trict may be a blessing in disguise.
If the warning is heeded, then the
party will get down to doing what
is necessary to try to win back the
loyalty of farm voters.

These same Republicans in the
Midwest have been trying for some

reported a real revolt on the farms
the face of faling farm
prices and a continuing rise in the
of almost everything the

has to buy.
The response at Republican head-
quarters has been a series of in-
spired stories 1o the effect

leader in the LaFolleite Progres-
sive Party.

For one thing. the district Is
the center of the st in the
state of the National Famers
Union. The Farmers Union is
the agzressive, left - of - center
rival of the American Farm
Bureau Federation. While the
Farm Bureau has grown increas-
ingly conservative, with its presi-
dent, Allan Kline, embracing Re-
publican farm doctrine, the Farm-
ers Union has launched a vigorous
campaign to capitalize on farm dis-
content. Heading the drive for
new members is G. F. Feissler who
was marketing administrator in ¢
Department of Agriculture under

When Brannan spoke for the sue-
cessful Democratic candidate, Les-
ter Jobnson, the of the
Wisconsin Farmers Union, Ken-
neth Hones, sat at the head table.
While he did not campaign for the
Democrat, he let it be known be
would vote for Jobnson.

But the result cannot be ex-
plained away by local circum-
stances. What has been
in the Midwest has been aj
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