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PRESIDENT EISENHOWER CLEARS THE AIR

PRF.SIDENT EISENHOWER took the
right course when he asked his admin.
istration spokesmen please to quit popping
off about the Russian hydrogen bomb
threat unti they could get together and
tell the same story.

The President spoke out at his news
conference following a series of state-
ments, some calm, some highly alarming,
that had us completely baffled and, we
suspect, had confused a good many of you
#s well

What s the threat from Russian ad.
vances in atomic energy?

Well, said the President, the Russians
mow have a backlog of conventional atomic
bombs, and they have also tested an
explosive force of the H-bomb type
Furthermore, they are now capable of
frarrying out an atomic attack on the
United States.

What are we to do about the new
threat?
The President said he didn't “know

whether the U. S would have to increase
1ts defense spending, or whether a shift-
ing of priorities would afford a reasonable
degree of protection. He added, however,
that the threat was not right on the door-
step, and that there was still time to
think about it.

‘The Administration's problem is to try
and assess accurately the enemy's poten-
Mal and, within the framework of our

economy, to develop enough strength (1)
1o discourage an attack, or (2) to assure
survival and victory if the enemy is not
discouraged . And all the while, the Ad-
ministration must keep trying patiently,
through the United Nations and regular
diplomatic channels, to work out some
system that will ease the tension in this
divided world and permit nations to spend
less on arms and more on peaceful pur-
suits

Armchair experts are a dime a dozen
Some of them insist that the U. S. must
immediately build a string of warning
and interceptor stations across the north-
ern fringe of Canada Others say this
would be a “Maginot Line” approach, that
it would not work. and argue that we
need to expand our retaliatory striking
power

Mr. Eisenhower and his associates have
all the information upon which such
decisions must be based, and until he lets
us in on. the secrets. we shall not try to
tell him how to run his preparedness pro-
gram

This much we can say. The American
people want only to be told the truth.
They won't be panicked, and they won't
sink into gloom. They will rise to the
occasion, as they have so often in the
past, if they're told what is expected of
them and if they have confidence in their
leadership

TAKE THESE VETS OFF UNCLE'S BACK

A FRIEND, who was a patient in the big,
new Veterans Administration hospi-
tal, was not altogether pleased. There had
been days of delay before they got around
to treating him. There was the policy,

-Army days, of o passes
until a man had been in the hospital eight
days, even though he had only a sore arm.

pist. And he

vet with non-service-connected
bility to get treatment when facilities at
hospitals are “available” (they usu-
are). So, with powerful lobby groups
on both sides of the argument, a mam-

A TIP FOR THE WEEKEND

"’UﬁI ABOUT five weeks ago. the first
«J small splotches of riotous color began
flecking the hills of North Carolina.

It happened high up, between 4.000 and
6,000 feet. And it happened early be-
cause of the long, severe drought of the
summer months.

Here and there, along the edge of the
Rlue Ridge Parkway and on the sides of
Grandfather Mountain, young gums and
sourwoods turned scarlet, and color edged
the leaves of the sassafras.

From that point, the annual change of
costume proceeded on schedule—the flame
red of the maple. the deep purple of the
dogwood, the solid yellow of the black
Jocust and chestnut oak. the gold of the
yellow birch and the blue beech. Hick-
ories, catalpas, sycamores, poplars, wil-
low oaks, redbuds, shadbush, mulberries,
wild black cherries, one after another,
added their varied tints and hues to the

ma until. this week, the hills were
ablaze with glory.

moth struggle looms.

In this fight we choose to stand with
the AMA. That is not to say that all but
disabled veterans should be thrown out
on their ear. Two simple rules would do
Justice to both the veteran and the tax-
payer

First, if a veteran with non-service-con-
nected disability is admitted, when space
is available, to get his sore arm fixed or
his appendix removed, he should be made
10 pay for it, at rates comparable to those
charged in private practice. This rule will
discourage the freerider, but make the
facilities available to those veterans who
live in communities that have inadequate
hospital facilities.

Secondly, the care of veterans with non-
service-connected disabilities, who are des-
titute or chronically ill, rests with state
and local governments. If these local
governments have no provision for their
care, then these veterans can stay at the
VA hospital, but the bill for their care
should be borne jointly by their state and
local governments.

Such a policy is consistent with admin-
Istration policy of putting greater respon-
sibility on state and local governments. It
will enable the federal government to col-
lect money for services that ought not be
charged to it. And it will enable the Vet-
erans Administration to devote its medi-
cal program primarily to the care and
triatment of the disabled veteran.

Our scouts tell us that the peak of color
has passed on top of the very highest
mountains, but down below the sceery
has never been more gorgeous.

Hence, this tip for the weekend: If
tomorrow dawns clear and cool. pack the
family and a picnic lunch into the family
auto and take a spin through the hills
for a few unforgettable hours with Nature
at her best.

ERROR COMPOUNDED

‘WAS BAD enough to have Judge
John'J. Parker passed over for the
Supreme Court chief justiceship by Pres-
ident. Eisenhower, but it was rubbing salt
in our wounds for Time magazine, in its
current issue, to say that Judge Parker
was from Virginia. -
For errant, unwary, careless Time, a
back-of-the-hand.

From The Martha's Vineyard (Mess.) Gazette

ORNITHOLOGICAL TERMINOLOGY

names of birds are much more
wonderful than those of Pullman

in the quality of surprise. For in-

comes
Istance, the yellow-bellied sapsucker really

hasn't a yellow belly—not as lay observers
understand the term. The purple finch
really isn't purple.

One of our correspondents recently men-

We have heard of least flycatchers but
never of most flycatchers, and it may
he imagined that the least

A News Pictorial

time. However, police

a driver to yield rightof-way when two cars
reach cross streets at approximately the same
records for
that out of a lotal of 1.903 traffic accidents in

Yield To The Car On Your Right

1852 show
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Population Vs. Resources

The Urgency Of Conservation

(Editors’ N¢ following
is excerpted from Mr. Osborn’s
book, “The Limits Of The
Earth™, published Oct. 8.)

To WHAT DEGREE may we
Americans be compelled in-
creasingly to concern ourselves
with the question of the numbers
of our people and their needs®
Could it be that the influence of
the “eternal equation” is already
beginning to be felt in this grest
country of seemingly endless re-
sources?

A response o these questions
may be given by referring first
to our population, then to our
agriculture and, finally, to cer-
tain factors that have a bearing
on our industrial economy as well
as on our general standard of
living. There is news on all three
fronts—some of it. until very re-
cently, quite unforescen

The fact is that we are now fac-
ing an entirely unexpected out-
look in regard to our own popu-
lation—one that will inevitably
prove of far-reaching social and
economic significance

ther level off, or even decline,
became general in the 1830's. In
that decade both birth rates and
death rates appeared ‘to have
stabilized and immigration had
virtually ceased. One of the wide-

at 154.000.000. Already we hx
gone considerably above the lat-
ter figure (over 160,000,000)

. Every
one of these forecasts now has to
be discarded — all have been
proved erroneous.
This prospect poses a host of
questions, such as the physical
functioning of everlarger cities,
the increased costs of various
forms of social welfare, and the
upon an educational

system which, in many respects,
is incapable of meeting present
demands. In one way or another
such problems will be solved,
though how satisfactorily remaing

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

‘WASHINGTON

suffered an evolutionary. impediment by
reason of this complete and utter dispar-
agement.

Optimistic note. The ratio of nice, .decent
people to nasty, crooked people in this world
is much greater than the ratio between the
two classes in modern literature—Kingsport
(Tenn.) Times.

Here's hoping the administration's pro-
gram of RIF (reduction in force) will soon
bring a bit of RIT (reduction in taxes) —
Greenville (S. C.) Piedmont.

Women, more than men, go through mid-
dleage the easy way—they just dont men-
tion it. (Miss)

By FAIRFIELD OSBORN

o be seen. The essential ques-
tion, the ome first to consider,
will still remain: can our fyrm
lands produce sufficient food for
this substantial increase in our
numbers®

The foodproducing eapacity of
our country is so great that it
is illogical to anticipate a food
crisis, at least within the period
of which we are now thinking.
Further, the diet standard of the
American people as a whole is
relatively so high that moderate
downward adjustments could be
made without physical ill effect.
However, it should be mentioned
that the diet of a fairly consider-
able number of people in this
country is not up to a desirable
standard. Diet. like any other
daybyday matter, becomes ha-
bitual, and it is within the meas-
ure of existing levels that any
appraisals as to food or other
living standards need to be con-
sidered. In this light it is cer-
tainly not assured that the food
requirements of this country's
population 20 odd years from now
will be met—to say nothing of
our having surplus food for ex-

port
ACREAGE SHORTAGE

At the present time croplands,
plus land devoted to livestock
used for food supplies, aggre-
gate 464,000,000 acres. The latest
computations prepared by the
United States Department of Agri-
culture, submitted in testimony
before Congress in 1952, indicate
that the amount of land that will
be needed to provide food at the
present diet levels for our antici-
pated population in the year 1975,
including provision for our pres-

t export surplus, adds up to
the formidable figure of 577,000,
000 acres. This represents 113
000,000 more acres than are now in
use and, in turn, 70.000,000 acres
more than are envisioned in all
presently projected governmental
programs for land development
and reclamation. It is not easy
to face facts such as these in

country of “endless re-

sources.” We have about come
to land's end.

On the other hand, strong nega-
tive forces will also be at work.
Principal among these is the fact
that we have by no means won
the fight against soil erosion. In
the country as a whole the qual-
ity of our soils continues to de-
teriorate. Recent ment
studies in the large area of high-
ly productive soils in the Midwest
result in an estimate that the in-

productivity of soils in this
great region is going down hill at
the rate of 7-10 of 1 per cent a
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year, and a study made in lowa
indicates a deterioration in that
state of 1 per cent a year, Such
estimates represent trends. noth-
ing more, a slow process of cor-
rosion that eventually, in the long
future, will prove an increas-
ingly weakening factor upon our
people and—our country. Such
trends can somehow be checked,
but up to thre time. with aif the
ss of recent years, enough
s not yet been accomplished.
THE WATER PROBLEM
There is an element in our na-
tural-resource picture that is com-
mencing o reach the critical

point. This is water supply. With
the surprise that comes from any
mew experience, some forty mil-
lion Americans, living in various
regions and communities, are now
face to face with problems of wa«

the fact that our population bas
also doubled during this period it
is evident that our water needs
have increased four times
since 1900
PROPER CARE ESSENTIAL
We can count on the great asset
of our own agricultural base —
our forests and
— that

national economy, measured in
goods consumed, o in their trans-
port, processing, financing and
marketing. We are apt to think of

, the fact
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mains that in one major

pamely saw timber, we are using
that
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Wilson’s Arguments On Atomic
Danger Compound Confusion

By STEWART ALSOP '

i WASHINGTON
SERIOUS-minded citizen
days can bardly be blamed
for feeling a little like one of
those laboratory rats which, ex-
pased to conflicting stimuli, is re-
duced to a condition of quivering
rodential neurosis. For Americ
citizens in recent days have been
subjected to an avalanche of wild-
ly conflicting statements about the
Soviet air-atomic threat, all ema-
nating from supposedly well-
formed officials. ““Operation Can-
dor,” is becoming “Operation Con-
fusion.’
The confusion has been com-
pounded, moreover, hy the mature
of Secretary of Defense Charles
E. Wilson's arzuments against any
really major effort to strengthen
the continental defense against
nuclear attack. Secretary Wilson
has said that he proposes to spend
no more than an additional half
billion or so for air defense, as
against the very much larger ef-
fort recommended in the Lincoln
Project report, the Kelly Commit-
tee report, the Bull Committee re-
port, and a host of other special
expert studies
In support of his decision, Wil-
son says that “it will be perhaps
three years before they (the Rus-
sians) have a reasonable number
of bombs and airplanes that could
deliver them * This stat*ment i
subject to argument. Secretary
Wilson apparently refers only 1o
bydrogen bombs, for example. con.
Venjently overlooking the fact that
for more than four years the So-
viets have been stockpiling atom-
fc bombs. A mere half doren or
#0 big atomic bombs could destroy
the larger cities in this country.
Again, Secretary Wilson re-
arked in support of his decision
that “panicky” persons were giv-
ing the Russians credit for “some
bombers they don‘t have™ Pre-
bly one of these panicky per-
Wilson's Chief of Air Staff,
athan Twining. Twining said
some months ago that the Russian
#long range bomber fdrce is now
s0 big"” that the Soviets no longer
need to “increase its size” but only
1o improve the quality of the plane
THREE YEARS' GRACE
But let this pass. Assume that
cretary Wilson

Se s car.
rect in estimating that it will be
three years before the Soviet Air-

Force can devastate the United
State. By any reasonable test, this
estimate is m.mp:nﬂ argu-
ment for going l—.ll?
on a major continental defense ef-
fort. Under any circumstances, it
will take a long time to build a

years' grace,
done, according
perts in the field. if not
wasted in the meantime,
Another argument is that poth-
ing more can be done under pres-
ent manpower ceilings. A
a study of precisely this problem,
under Air Force sponsorship,
known by the code name “Opera-
tion Corrode.” has concluded that

i

men to prevent its own destruc-

tion.
DEFEATIST
A final argument is that it is no

of new devices like the inter-
continental ballistic missile will
render such a defense obsolete
This flies straight in the face of
the reassuring estimates of
capabilities cited above., What is
more, it is precisely saying
that it is no use going to & doc-
tor, since everyone must die in
the end anyway.

This is a complicated subject,
full of thorny technicalities. It is
possible that Secretary Wilson and
those who agree with him are
right, and that for some undis-
closed technical or other reasoms
the great number of
who have studied the subject are
wrong. It is possible that these
reasons have nothing to do with
the desire to lower taxes and bal-
ance the budget, or con-
genital affection of the military
for the utterly out-dated “balanced
force” or three-way-split concept.
But the reasons so far advanced
for a penny-wise approach to the
continental defense problem, which
is really the problem of national
survival, are confusing, conffict-
ing. and very far from convincing.

Air Force Termed The Villain
In Moroccan Air Base Mess

By ROBERT C. RUARK

(Editor's Note: This is the sec-
ood of four articles e U. 8.

bomber bases in
Freach m-).

CASABLANCA, French Morocco
(QNE OF THE more interesting
apects of our vast world pro-
gram of facility-building for our
armed forces was strongly brought
to focus a couple months or more
back in the case of the big air
base at Nouasseur, near here.

Army Engineers and both taking
it out on Atlas Comstruction, the
team of American civil engineers
which was actually doing the work.
The work was being done on a
cost-plus basis, with a fixed fee
for Atlas at the completion of the
job—if the job ever got done,
which seemed unlikely.

They finally got smart. They
took it off the cost-plus basis,
shoved the Air Force out of the
directional picture, and awarded
straight building contracts to the
civilian_forces.

URPLUS EMPLOYES Now

The day after the change in

a was  made,
they laid off 4.000 men. Northern
and Spain today is bulging
Is known as “‘surplus™
11,000 the man.
was cut to 7.000,
rgue something i
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of lacking funds, indecision, and

one Atlas exec-
utive told me at Nouassewr, “you
had hired an expensive contractor
to build a bouse, and then let your
wife tell him how to do it."
The builder had a point. Atlas
Construction was composed of the
various firms of Morrison - Knud-
son, Nello Teer, Ralph E. Mills,
Blythe Bros., and Bates and Rog-
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