‘ THE CHARLOTTE NEWS|

(Editorial Correspondence)
ALEIGH—The convening of a state Gen-
eral Assembly is always an interesting

event. From the hills of the Far West, from
the rolling Piedmont, {rom the plains of the

farmers, men chosen by the people to meet
once every two years to write their laws, fix
their taxes and provide the needed services
of the state government.

Thers is always the electric tingle of

anticipation . . . the twinge of
... the hint of trouble . . . the blending
of faces and accents . . . the forging of new
bonds.

1t is democracy in action, the working of
20 instrument fashioned by the people to con-
duct their public affairs. It is fascinating

to watch it
c e
NHIS WEEK. the 1953 session of the
'1 h Carolina General Assembly got

under way. This time, in addition to the usual
overtones, thers was change In the air—a
change, not at all sublle, that is taking place
within the flexible framework of North Caro-
lina's rather remarkable oneparty system,
# changs in government philosophy no less
fundamental than that provided by the na-
tional twoparty system in Washington this .
month.

Itisa thnnu from the aggressive, dyna-
mic and militant Go Forward program of
W. Kerr Scott 1o a more moderate and more
conservative four  years. under William
| Umstead. And it will bring about other
changes in programs, in faces, in attitudes.

Many of the legislators who were here in
1946 are still in the House and the Senate:
Unlike Mecklenburg County, which seldom
returns a Representative or a Senator more
than a few terms, there are counties and
Senatorial districts that keep a man in
office & long time so that he may pile up
experience and prestige, and thus wield great
| influence.

Though many of the faces are the same,
other contrasts between this session and that
of 1949 are clear and sharp. Then, the Leg-
tslature, not knowing what to expect from
the unpredictable and imperturbable Scott,
had jts guard up from the first day of the
session in anticipation of conflict with the
Governor. Mr. Scott, in turn, had a chip on
his shoulder.

d%Te
| Tms YEAR the guard is down. Amiabil-
ity and good humor are the rule. And

though the Assemblymen did not know the

contents of the Umstead inaugural address,

they were confident that there would be no
irreconcilable conflicts in the weeks to come.

! The warmth and friendliness was notice-
sble every that legislators came 1o

PART from the amiability and the
rumors, the shakedown week for the

among
tive, he ignored many o( the rul. of pliuu
when he ran against the veteran State Se

tor Roy Rowe of Burgaw. Honnpauud
every county of the state, confessed that he
was an amateur, refused to make any com-
mitments or pledges, and asked only to serve
the state that had been so good to him. He
swept to a convincing victory. Eager almost
1o the point of boyishness to do his job well,
he has shown no signs that his desire to
please will weaken his independent judgment

150 Year; Of The News And Courier

x, ’Heil, Comrade’

‘Sometimes Wrong—Seldom Neutral’

CHARLESTON, S. C.

E News and Courier of Charleston, S. C., one

of the country’s oldest and most outspoken daily

;I:'lplwn. celebrates its 150th anniversary Jan.

In » century and a half of publication, the
withstood bom!

or the strength of his
Observers are interested also in the activi-
ties this term of John Umstead of Chapel
Hill, brother of the new governor. An ener-
getic, forceful, somewhat emotional but al-
ways militant legislator, John is the antithesis
of the calm, reserved, somewhat shy Bill
Umstead. The brothers are known to agree
on the solution to some of the State's prob-
lems, and to disagree on others. And those
who know John Umstead well say that he
will fight just as hard against Brother Bill,
when they disagree. as he will fight with
him, when they agree.
P

NTIL the Governor's program is spelled
out in his inaugural address and assim-
ilated by the members of the General Assem-
bly, and until committee chairmen and mem-
bers are selected, the shape of the Umstead
must remain vague But a

gether to renew acquaintances. It showed
itself in the unanimous selection of Eugene
T. Bost of Cabarrus as Speaker of the House
and of Edwin Pate of Scotland as President
protem of the Senate. It was in evidence
when the House laughingly “drafted” Ralph
Monger of Sanford for reading clerk, after
he had said he didn't want the job and
couldn't accept it, and when “Cousin™ Way-
land Spruill of Bertie, a casualty in last
Spring’s primary, was restored to the fel
lowship of his former colleagues by his
selection as Sergeant-at-Arms

I the air was lush with amiability, it

HE President's “State of the Union™
message yesterday was, as billed, de-
signed for the history books It would have
been more useful to the historians had it
included recognition and admission of the
outgoing Administration's mistakes (some
of them concurred in by the opposition)
such as the late awakening to Communist
design, the Johnson defense cutback, the
mediocrity and ineptitude of many officials.
‘What he said yesterday he has said many
| times before, and few of this generation at
Jeast are going to change their opinion, firo

or con, of the Truman Administration be

cause of this valedictory. Nevertheless, the

| President repeated, in his simple and direct
| fashion, some fundamental ideas that war
*  rant a good deal of repetition. Chief among

them, in our opinion, were these.

His defense, in not so many words, of the
*gunsand-butter” program: As he noted, “we
have had to carry a musket while we went
about our peaceful business™ We have to
maintain 8 peaceful environment if free in-
stitutions are to survive. But to do this, we
can't drop everything else and concentrate
‘on armies and weapons. We have to continue
to help create conditions of economic and
social in the world “in order to
meet the non-military aspects of the Com-
munist drive for power” and because *
creative effort toward human progress is
essential 6 bring about the kind of world
‘we as free men want to live in.”

And, the President well said, “we must
fenew our confidence in one another, our
tolerance, our sense of being neighbors, fel-
low citizens. We must take our stand on’the
}mummm inquisition, the star cham-

“ber, bave no place in a free soclety.”
5 Perhaps . unintentionally, the -President
A made a point that makes us womder about
IbI future role of VicePresident-elect Nixon.
. Truman

£00d beginning has been made toward laying
the foundation for harmony and co-agferation
between the legislative and executivé branch-
€5 of the state government. There are times
when a governor has to build a fire under the
Legislature, and there are times when a Leg-
islature needs to stir a governor to action.
But generally, the best progress and the most
lasting progress will be made when both
branches work together on problems com-

mon 1o all of us.
It is upon that note that a new Gover-
nor and a new General Assembly take office.
€. A. McKNIGHT

THE STATE OF THE UNION

and Mr. Eisenhgwer reportedly plans for
him. a more responsible role than Vice
Presidents usually fill, Nixon has been
strictly on the outside of President-elect
Eisenhower’s inner circle so far, from all
reports we've seen. We would have much
preferred someone other than Nixon a heart-
beat a from the Presidency, but he will
be our VicePresident in a few days. And
it's not too soon for him to begin to under-

fire, block-

upon the city, full of gleeping chil-
C?_M\.’
leston Feb. 18,

troops enf
1565, Three dae hlzr e Courier appeared with
a notice that it had been seized by the provost
marshal and turned over io two Northern news-
paper correspandents. The correspondents informed

ment,

ade,
on issues spanning the

from the Louisiana Purchase and the W

o 1812 to the New and Fair Deals ahd the elec.

tion of General Eisenhower. History records that

the newspaper's editors sometimes were wrong but

seldom were neutral

When the first issue of The Courier reached
its powdered and ruffled subscribers Jan. 10. 1803,
Charleston wa the {ifth largest city in the United
States.

The man of the year, by any standards, was
Napoleon. The Courier was against him.

The first issue described Napoleon as the
“Cnlunu of Europe—that mixture of cunning and
fierceness which _distinguishes him from other
men" The newspaper saw the threat nd wmbh
invasion of the New World by the con and
Gismemberment of our empire and the dissolution
of the Union.”

The Courier prospered along with South Car-
olina gn the indigo, rice and cotton economy which
preceded the Confederate War. Starting as a Fed-
eralist newspaper, it later opposed Nullification
as espoused by John C. Calhoun,

'
ig ‘Beat’ In 1812
O.‘\'E of its outstanding “beats™ involved the
War of 1812. In those days the best and quick-
est way 10 gel news was to board incoming ves-
sels. A Courier editor rowed out to a merchant-
man about to enter Charleston harbor Feb. 14,
1815, and learned that Britain and the United
States had concluded a pedte treaty at Ghent near-
ly two months bel

It was the first word of
the treaty to reach this counf

try.

During the Mexican War,” The Courier and
The New York Sun established a horseback ex-
press which brought war pews to Charleston 24
bours ahead of the U. S. M

The Charleston newspaper was among the first
to get news by telegraph. The Courier informed
its readers in April, 1847, that it was employing
the new invention fo receive “general intelli-
gence, with the speed of lightning.”

The newspaper originally opposed secession
trom the Union. But by the time South Carolina
seceded from the Union—being the first Southern
State to make the move—The Courier was more
than ready to endorse the action.

War Began—On Page Two
\ YHEN the first shots were fired on Fort Sum-
ter the story appeared under a onecolumn
n page two of the issue of April 13, 1861.

stand and appreci the awful
ties of the Presidency, just in case.

There was no rancor or bitterness in the
President’s message. Like our outgoing Gov-
ernor Scott, whom he in many ways resem-
bles, the President stands on the record,
which includes acts of greatness and vision
along with the petty and vengeful. The Presi-
dent leaves the Union in fairly good shape
and in the hands of a promising Republican.

AN APOLOGY

CCASIONALLY this newspaper unwit-
tingly does an injustice to a pubiic
official by misrepresenting his position or
otherwise misinterpreting his motives. When
it is brought to our attention that we have
done so, we feel it only fair to make amends.
Back in December, this newspaper quoted
what we believed to be reliable reports that
State Senator Fred H. Mclntyre favored

abolishing the semi-autonomous Park & Rec™

reation Commission and putting public rec
reation under a regular City department,

_ Subject to the administration of the City

Manager and City Council.

The editorial opposed this idea, and was
critical of Mr. Melntyre.

Mr. Melntyre has informed us by letter
and by personal conversation that his posi-

ot nn favor lbou;hln:

head
Sh»\nl\ thereafter, \ur news was moved to the
in those
n
The pinch of the Union blockade caused the
IIIP of the paper to shrink to four columns. When
rieston was bombarded in August, 1863, The
('nuner declared
‘Our ferocious foe . . . tries the horrible IM
brutal resort, without the “usual notice, of firm,

Drew Pearson’s

that The Courier henceforth would
“a loyal Union newspaper.
wmm. 2 matter of months, one of the North-

sappeared suddenly in my-

terious conditions. Sl ater 1o 1865, be. new
S Pt was e andicut Th Pt D
took over the paper again Nov. 20, 1865, and
published us independent » newspsper as’ they
could under military restrictions.

The Courier was merged with The Ne:‘wﬂ
7, 1873. The guiding force of Th: N and
the English-born edito!
rington Dawson. He had fought I'I!l vlh' [ar lhl
Confederacy. e
newspaper
lina led

After
& movement in South Carol

The Horrible Facts About
H-Bombs Should Be Faced

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON  which is the scientists’ way of say
their ‘New Year's review .of ing that it takes 5,600 years for 2
the last year, the able editors muxhnl:&a-hh-hmdh

of Time magazine mate a striking activity.
statement. The people of the United _ This long balf-life is what makes
States, they remarked with some Carbon 14 a problem, whea hydro
“turned & bored ear gen bombs are o be exploded. The
biggest bang—the ex. Tadio active byproducts of ordi
hydrogen bomb.” nary atomic bombs lose their
people of the United States, noxious power very rapidly. But in
Dot to mention the editors of Time, 31 €xplosion cf & hvdragen bomb
would probably be a,bit Jess bored ey iy P
significance of the success- 2° et of the -altre
first American by TOPLMERTRTR L b orode
bad not been deliber-  $°7 i i
Sud by the bomb that is quite signif.
e e ses the total of the
= 'ﬂ:':‘mm men CAPb 4 Nmnpmth-lhmhe
or example,
or num , & little
savage, feel a very lively concern x'“"’“’“;‘ﬁ?‘ﬁd ';:.‘::
ir  ability juce ch it
their own kind. It is a fearful (";;" call the ‘“radiation

“You can give birth, but only to
‘monsters.”

Yet the explosion at Eniwetok
can conceivably presage a night-
mare time, when the race of men

mantis will rule over the unh
may not be very far off. If people
understood that the Eniwetok ex-
plosion bas taken us a small but
Quite measurable distance down
this road, they might give way to
ms of needless fear, but

This is another way of saying
(hnmenllhelmnuvecpkmlht
to understand about the hydrogen
bomb is the problem of Carbon 14.

circles, by measuring the Carbon
14 in the relics of ancient cultires
and so del dlltnlﬂ.

Chaldees are being un-

locked by the Carbon 14 key.
measurements are pos-

-Ible because Carbon 14 has the
ry long half life of 5,600 years—

fiving creatures will then be ex
posed to the same sort harm
that results from too much X-ray

On the whole, the luctive
apparatus of the higher forms of
life is expected to suffer the earli-
est and most severe damage. In
this respect, there is a sort of in-
verse order of ‘The
race of men is among the most
vulnerable; the insect and other
lower forms of life are the least.
To the higher forms of life at any
rate, too much Carbon 14 will
constitute a very real and
iarly horrible threat.

Some scientists argue that the
threat is extnmcly emots. Most
scientists are convinced, however,
that the indiscriminate
of hydrogen bombs, such as might

occur in a war or series of wars,
will probably produce too much
Carbon 14. On the whole, the re-
cent sclentific trend has been to
lower the estimate of the eritical
number of bombs. Pessimists even
place the critical numl the
fairly low hundreds. After that,
they say, human genes will mutate
or will be destroyed.

Even The GOP Must Budget
For Some Of These ltems

By FREDERICK G OTHMAN

WASHINGTON

JBIGGEST literary event of the
season, namely, the Presi-
dent’s is about to hit our
town with a small thud. This is a

Republicans can’t Top off. Oum
Ambassador to Turkey has go( to
have a little money to ml]n
his yacht.

The Embassy in lmlttdl

shame, kind of. A great deal of cash to hire dragomen, which are
et of the N Dol on s vy stots pege " hard work went into the mighty poriers. We've g0t 1o Bay our
In 1924, its nu«mum.mlmm document that tells how Mr. Tru- share of the cost of the jall in

ert Lathan, i
captioned “The Plight of the Sou
News and Courier was

lic newspaper, Ck\-ehuﬂ-wi.llnn
school. ~ Although it did not favor nmmﬁu o{
Franklin D. Roosevelt in 19832. it suj

the eletban against Herbert Hoover.

Couldn’t Take Rooszvelt

BU‘I‘ as soon as Mr. Roosevelt fook the country
off the gold standard, The News and Courier
came out against lh New Deal. whrn Mr. Roose-
velt proposed a whole new concept of legislation
which the nt"tpnyer thought was a violation of
;:-m rights, the newspaper left the Democratic
arty.

The News and Courier had been one

the country to leave the Democratic ranks during
the early years of Mr. Roosevelt's first term.

The late W. W. Ball. editor for 23 years, re-
sisted a thréatened boycott of advertisers and sub-
scribers who thought his anti-New Deal editorials
would mean Charleston might lose federal appro-
pru

Ball retired Jan. 1. lBl after helping to
“lead Souﬂi Carolina out of the Democratic ranks,
for the first time since ion. The News
and C had advocated the establishment of the

1948 denlm He died Oct. 14. 1852,

omas R. Waring, who succeeded Mr. Ball
and is the present editor, is the son and mame- |
sake of another well known Charleston newspaper-
man, who for years edited The Charleston Eve-
ning Post. The Post and The News and Courier
are owned by the same publishing company. Ed-
ward Manigault is publisher and Hall T. McGee
general mmkr.w

Under M
helped initiate the south for
hower movement in the 1952 elections. James
Best is managing editor and Frank B. Gilbreth as-
sociate editor.

man would spend around $80 billion
mu year, were he not about to
Nlioh

handsome book will run
ll’vﬂld 1.200 puu. 'ﬂll! nearly

pounds, and $5. The
crities on Capitol Hm mostly Re-
publicans, will review it at noon
tomorrow. The author even now
is cringing. He knows exactly what
they'll do to his financial belles
lettres.

They'll whack out whole sections
with their celebrated meat axes.
Other portions they'll ium mm
confetti. promise
they're through with Ih! budttl
lM President won't even recognize

GOOD JACK BASE

The budget in the past has made
an elegant doorstop. Some bureau-
crats have carried a copy in mﬂr
cars as a matter of
made an excellent base for !he
jack in case of a flat tire. This
time apparently the budget is to
be chopped into too many pieces
for any such practical uses.

Still and all, Mr. 'l‘muan is go-
ing through all the motions, as
though be never even intended to
move out of the White House. He's
already scheduled a special sem-
inar for the reporters, so they'll
understand (he hopes) what he's
Jtalking about. He has written his
Thessage to Congress explaining
why not one cent should be cut
from his estimates.

All this, with some notable ex-

ceptions, is lov!l labor lost. A few
lhlun in this lous document

I'm sure even the most economical

dogcatcher needs new uniforms for
his men.
We must continue to investigate
fish, whales, and fur-bearing mam.
mals. have to be housed,
nurtured, educated, policed, and
kept from the demon rum, The
phony peach-scale campaign needs
more funds. So do the drives
against wheat stem rust. Commu-
nists in government, and lam-
preys in the Great Lakes.
BULLETS AND SAMPLES
The White House seek
more ammunition. Every depart-
ment in the government must have

ples by

bhl Alcohol Control Board.
The new Veep and the Speaker
of the House must have their lim-
ousines. Congressmen need money,
as usual, for packing cases and

re down-

There'll be an item in the book
for about $50,000 for redecorating
the White House, which has been
redecorated so recently it still
smells faintly of paint.

Our Ambassadors all ovér must
have money for entertaining pur-
poses. The
of Alaska needs some plastering
work. We've got to count ducks,
store Navy anchors, be ready to
fight a war, lay by some more red
tape, and something with that
hr“:l we still o'n in the Virgin Is-

s.

- Key McCarthy Witness Flew The Coop

Merry-Go-Round
WASHINGTON

NE of the most sensational aspects of the McCarthy

investigation was nol kncan even to the Senate Elec-
tions Cominittee members themselves. It was the sudden
flight from the U. S. of a key witness and friend of Mc-
Carthy's—wealthy divorcee Arvilla Bentley.

Mrs. Bentley. formerly married to the new GOP Con-
gressman from Michigan, Alvin Bfnllty I.hpped olll of
the ceuntry under the assumed name of Mary Pet
Reason for her hurried exit was b«lm she had ollmllly
given $7.000 to McCarthy, which is
limit: in additién to lhx‘h she told lnend.‘ that she and
ex-husband had actually given around $75.000.

l\llurllly, she didn't want to be cross-examined by the

te Elections Committee.

Mrs. Bentley is a society lady living next door to
Averill Harriman on swank Foxhall Road in vmmuu-

turned to New York, but flew back to the Bahamas alter
the storm had blown over in order to pick her up and
escort her back to Washington.

For a time her husband was in the State
a time also. both he and Mrs. Bentley were great m

::lk Presidents, is the national hero he's cracked up to
"llmnmﬂmhmnmum

E

It was $10,000 of Mr. and Mrs. Bentley’s money given
cCarthy te Elections Commi drom Ike's ‘great personal popularity with the
-nemmﬂ&?nnJuxm.umnm le"'lvbm continued, “I don't think 40 years in the
o T R S = S A A R
gl el e (he Sen. in legislative work qualifies me to be a military lesder.
4 Bentley, :'n'.n.u “But 1 bope the General will learn fast, that he will
re than the legal ot given the money 1o McCarthy to be used by him per- 14K¢ 2dvice and that he will get good advice.
Support For lke
EPUBLICANS will have a tough time finding a better
Sam hyb"m:.’h"._ﬂ Texan who wn—ummm&m.mm
SAY s hoartheobes ey weltare of farm and city people, continued Rayburn.
hh'lllmmuhh ":.u-‘.'-” mmmhﬂﬁﬂm_ between con.
termined 1o resign from Congress sltogether and retire to~ ruc o, 204 S Awy Jelie cha

kick =
he
of McCarthy's. Now divorced. she is still a friend. 5 Republicans
When the Senate Elections Commitiee got hold of ~bis books, the records of some 30, Congresses, and the yr enifled to their chance at the helm of government
me of Mrs. Bentley's canceled checks. they E'vlﬂ-h-'kl“ﬂ- “““M ENg-  7n4 1 hope for the welfare of the country that they do a
ber, asked 1o see her. But she flew the coop before a MacArthur, Eisenhower 8 Congress.  cond job.
lubmmuldbcun Boarding an Eastern Air But his old friend and brotherinlaw, Judge Marvin “As for Democrats. now that we are the minority
e at 1 A. M. Nov. 28. she arrived in Miami, trans- Jones of Amarillo, finally cheered Sam up, persuaded party we should show the country that we are big enough
lrrrrdloPmAmerwu Alrlines, and arrived in Nassau = him mot to resign. And the other when Sam stepped o support the Republicans when they offer anything that
that afternoon. down as Speaker and took the minor- s good for the mational welfare. As minority leader [
ity leader, he delivered a fighting closed- intend to follow that policy and will not oppose the ma-
claimed be didn'’ door session of House Democrats “jority party just for the sake of
she was in touch “The_recent was the Re- “But if they threaten to mm”""
records of canceled checks * publican " 4 the demon- Democrats have. done for the people, that are
Mrs. Bentley was escorted to the Bahamas strated was 2 nationally whose basic to our economy and prosperity, then it's time for us
fessional ex-Communist, Harvey Matusow, who place in the sun was made possible Demo-  to become a fighting minority.
. A 2
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