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People Should Know The Truth
About Awful Hydrogen Bomb -

‘One At A Time, Gentlemen!'
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A WAY TO SAVE TAR HEEL LIVES i L
HIS New Year was the last year on earth  The General Assembly will consider & bill would se.
these North Carolinians: that should by the hundreds, the area of m*mf:
Mri. W. A Miles, wife of a Warrenton mer- numbers of Carolinians killed on the high- o severely
chant, who was killed in a twocar collision; ways each year. This bill, backed by the e
Leslie W. Merritt, 73, of Mt. Olive, and Carolina Motor Club, will propose adoption in. In the larger
26.yearold Sherwood Chester Jones, who of a “point system” for keeping tab on driv- odecate-io-severs bisst.
died in train<car collisions; ers who break the rules. 80 many “points™ iy
Thomas Raymond Horney, 50, a Jackson- (or violations) and the offender’s license is structures totally
ville fireman, whose car collided with an oil N;;ll‘ ¢ -“ = moderately
truck; is system is now Connecticut, Ty
Margie McKoy, 20, of Elizabethtown, who Pennsylvania and New Jersey. Speeding costs Third, the ﬂrlhll.u
died in a collision; four points, reckless driving six, leaving the % mw‘"‘""‘m-&
Lee Roy Johnson, 38, of Morganton, whose scene of an accident eight. Other violations, use killing third de,
pickup truck overturned. and three convictions within 18 months, cost exposed skin, with®
¥very day this year, on the average, thres another three points. The full 12 points, or 300 square miles.

or four more of our neighbors and friends
will meet death on the highways. Thousands
of us will grieve with the Mileses, and Mer-
ritts and Horneys and the rest over the loss
of family and friends. Other thousands of us
will be injured—some of us permanently
and horribly. +

These deaths and injuries will continue at
their present pace until driving habits and
regulations are drastically changed. They have
been drastically changed in other states—
Connecticut, for efample, where fatalities
per vehicle mile are less than half the toll
in North Carolina, a third the toll in South
Carolina. They can and will be changed in
the next few months in North Carolina, if
enough legislators—and persons who will
write or talk to Jegislators—get aroused.

]

immediate revocation of the driver's
is the penalty for driving. or permitting
another to drive, while under the influence
of alcohol or drugs, and for involvement in
a fatal accident, if held responsible.

in the stales where they apply. They dont
stop with taking the incorrigible offender off

inevitable if he consistently breaks the law.

The point system, if adopted, would save
many of our lives, and our children’s lives.
It ought to get the most careful considera-
tion from a legislative body that has been all
too callous to the dreadful highway toll in
years past. N

RULES CHANGE DOOMED TO FAILURE

NLESS advance plans go askew, a group
of U S. Senators will attempt today to
change Rule 22 in order to make it easier
for the Senate to shut off filibusters
The move is doomed to failure. Under a
compromise plan adopted in 1949, there is
no way 1o limit debate on a motion to change
Rule 22. Opponents of a change may argue
against it 5o long as they retain the strength
to talk. Since Southern Democrats are the
strongest opponents of any change in Rule
22, and since their support will be needed
if the slender Republican majorily is to con-
trol legislation in the 83rd Congress, the

check on rash action in the House of Rep-
resentatives is needed:; that one reason why
the Senate enjoys the reputation of being
the “greatest deliberative body in the world™
is the right to unlimited debate.

Those who oppose unlimited debate contend
that majorities are created by the people. and

. defeated by the people, and must be in a

position to carry out the will of the people;
that this is a nation of majority rule, and
that the minority rights in the Declaration of
Independence are rights of individuals rather
than legislative minorities; that among im
portant bills first killed by the filibuster and
then d were those admitting Arizona

will hardly
the Southerners by backing an allout drive
to change the rules

With Rule 22 standing then, how can fili
busters be ended® Elsewhere on today's edi-
torial page is an explanation by Congressional
Quarterly. The only way to end a filibuster
against a bill, or against a motion to bring
up a bill, is to get the votes of a “constitu-
tional majority™ (64 Senators) in favor of a
cloture petition. Prior to 1049. Rule 22 re-
quired only the votes of two-thirds of the
Senators present and voting on a cloture
petition,

Arguments for and against unlimited de-
bate in the Senate are almost as old as the
Républic itself.

Those who favor unlimited debate (the fili-
buster) say it enables a minority to resist
the tyranny of a majority; that, contrary
to the usual assumption. this is not a coun-
try of unlimited majority rule; that little
important legislation blocked by a filibuster
has been subsequently repassed. that some

CONSOLIDATION NEEDS

VER HOPEFUL that talk about consoli-

dating City and County functions will one
day turn out to be more than just talk, we
nonetheless doubt that Commissioners, Coun-
cilmen and legislators will quit dragging
their feet until public opinion solidifies be-
hind consolidation.

For reasons that escape us, consolidation is
viewed as an enormously difficult project
True, there are details 1o be worked out
But they are not so complicated that they
would tax any group of reasonably intelli-
gent men who are agreed upon the objective

It has been done elsewhere. In Forsyth
County, we note from an editorial in The
Winston-Salem Journal, there are already
combined tax offices, municipal court, plan-
ning and zoning boards, and health depart.
ment. And despite the complications pre-
sented by having two large cities within its
borders, Guilford County has established a
consolidated health department.

Two things will be necessary, we fear, be-
fore any real degree of consolidation is
achieved here.

arid New Mexico to statehood, and arming
U. S. merchant ships-prior ta U. S. entry
in World War I; that an easier cloture rule
would not hurry the Senate into rash action
and that il is the abuse of free debate that
threatens the reputation of the Senate

Logic means little, however, when the Sen-
ate argues about cloture. In recent years,
regional differences of opinion on civil rights
legislation have influenced debate far more
than the fundamental question involved.
And it is of some significance that even be-
fore the cloture rule was stiffened in 1949,
proponents of FEPC, anti-poll tax, and anti-
Iynching legislation were unable to obtain the
vote of twothirds of the Senators present
and voting.

At this point, it is a safe bet that the
cloture rule will not be weakened and that
cloture will not be invoked until the filibus.
ter is employed o defeat some bill having
stronger backing across the nation than any
of the civil rights legislation proposed so far.

MORE SUPPORT

The first Is agreement on, and passage of,
the permissive bill suggested by Commis-
sioner Sam McNinch and authorizing the
County Commission and City Council to con-
solidate governmental functions. This will
place the burden of responsibility squarely
on the two local governing bodies, where it
should be.

The second is to enlist the support of pri-
vate citizens and organizations behind consol-
idation. Both the Junior Chamber of Com

" merce and the League of Women Voters

have displayed Interest in the past
need some reinforcements

They

o

Consolidation will not work miracles, nor
does it hold out any promise of great imme-
diate savings. As Mecklenburg County con-
tinues to develop into a metropolitan area,
however, consolidation becomes ever more
urgent. There is today no clearcut line be-
tween City and County in many fields of
government service Consolidation of these
2ervices will not only bring greater efficiency,
but over the long haul. will also be cheaper.

Kerr Scott’s Heritage

Spirited Mov

An Editorial In The Greensbore Daily News

THE Scott Administratien which retires Thursday
will be debated, praised, d  de-
bunked—but it will not be forgotten. 1" will be re-
time of spirited moving forward

characterized by vigor, show-
. candor—and mule-headedness—in  the
Governor's office.

The mistakes made were more in methods and
techniques than in goals dreamed of and sought.
They centered on such things as weak appoint-
ments and political tinkering. They leave largely
undisturbed the lasting quality of the achieve-
ments. o

History will remember Kerr Scott as architect
of the state’s largest buildinz program in history
—in_roads, schools and public institutions. The
Governor knew what he wanted: and he knew
how to get it. He was a bulldozer, not a diploniat.
He never plowed under false colors.
brow, large hands and hard eyes advertised a
man trained for action, not sophistry. Those who
admired him least nevertheless had regard for
his stamina, courage, plainspokenness and self-re-
freshing sense of humor. B was said of Scott, “If
anybody ever accused him of having too much
tact, he would take something to get rid of it.”
Still his gruffness and tart tongue hid a deep strain
of sentiment and warmth not often seen in public.

<

S(‘OTT: election in 1948 has been termed a “revo-
lutien.™ Scott himself called it the “bottom
layer overturning the to~ " but it was something
less than that. Scott’s elec’ + was more a symptom
than a revolution. It war. i that North Carolina
will not tolerate ton much mediocrity and com-
placency in her political leadership. nor be taken
for granted. In 1948 the people used Scott (and
ruman) to express their disdaim for a “sure
thing” As challenger of the old hierarchy, Scott
blasted “lazy money”—and helped the state earn
$10,000,000 in interest; he promised black-top roads
for the rural people and his road-builders blazed
2 12,000-mile asphalt trail across 100 counties; he
said he would plug for more telephones and elec-
tricity for people in backward regions, and he
did. He said he would let in “fresh air"—and he
almost let in too much.

His administration shows. in retrospect,
the people liked most of his fresh air until he be-
gan 1o get delusions of grandeur in his own political
backyard. When he tried to build his own dynasty—
something he criticized in his predecessors=-the
people straightway knocked him down. In the
Smith-Graham and Umstead-Olive races, Scott's open
and vigorous intervention played a major part
in the decisions.

Most of Scott’s weak appointments stemmed
from a belief that loyalty to him and his branch-
head y suitable
for high office. Sometimes ability and integrity
were made secondary, and w they were, his ad-
ministration sulfered. It hurt Scott's program
en he failed to solicit support of excellent men
who were cither neutral or not initially hostile.

ong as he
them on issues which benefited the state
more than his own politica! clique,

Drew Pearson's
Merry-Go-Round

ing Forward

But in the light of history these mistakes are
small. Without Scott's dynamic urge to get things
done, North Carolina’s building program would
have la; during a critical time. History was on
Scott’s side. While the Legislature and most of
the state's business men

saved the state millions in construction cests. Far
from bankrupting North Carolina, he beat infla-
tion to the punch.

¥ ey
E vision and- faith of Kerr Scott have en-
riched rather than impoverished North Carolina.

A foundation has been laid—in new schools, high-

ation_of his_administration puts is on
roadf® telephones and electricity. He ties the great
achievements in % interest in pro-

. (His own

1f North Carolina agrees that her future lies in
disy lation and a° contented rural cit-
wwenry sprinkl mong small cities—in short. ac-
sessible isolation—then Kerr Scott's administration
has been worthwhile. The dispersed pattern of liv-
ing in North Carolina is ideal for the growing
Southern industrial revolution.

Kerr Scott helped furthier that goal because he
was interested in keeping people happy down home
i North Carolina. If his emphasis has been one-
sided on the rural. it was because he believed
previous emphasis had been too led on the
cities and urban areas. Scott tried to balance the
scales.

It may be realized as new decades unfold that
Scott came along in North Carolina at a
time. On the foundations he built a conservative,
dusinessdike administration conducted 2 man
like Scott's- successor, William B. Umstead, should
reap many rewat

As part of the unfolding pattern of basically

leadership from in

of one
NO BOMB, THEY SAID
vere widespread doubts
that even this aim could be a

that the object to be ex-
M‘" was not going to be a bomb
atall. |
It was going to be a mere “ex-
perimental mechanism” deriving
most of its power from plutonium
fusion, which is the power source
of conventional atomic bombs.
All this cautious preliminary
damping-down has now turned out
1o be utterly misleading. As things
turned out, the primitive hydrogen
bomb tested at Eniwetok had an
explosive force between three
and five megatons. It was between
150 and 250 times more powerful
than the bomb that fell of Hiroshi-
ma. It was the equivalent of -be-
tween three million and five mil-
lion tons o )
There is no adequate way to vis-
ualize such an explosion, in which
Faustian man reproduced the very
fire of life. But one can at least
set down the probable effects on
its target of 2 hydrogen bomb of
this order, Let us strike an aver-
age, supposing that the bomb

ox
in effect strangling living organ.
isms. The storm rages until the
flames find no more fuel to feed

them.

Fifth, such a ‘bomb would con-
tribute, in a small but quite meas-
ureable way, to rendering the
earth’s envelope of air noxious to
the higher forms of life. This
hideous processp which actually be-
gan with the Eniwetok test, must
be the subject of a separate report.

It may be asked how such facts
can be known without improper
access fo classified information.
The truth is that ample data for
crude but dependable calculations
of the force of the Eniwetok bomb
are freely available from the sci-
entific amateurs who watch their

counters

cloud’s passage around the earth

in the upper air, and so on. The

Soviet intelligence, with their far

more formidable equipment, must
much not set forth here, _

Cloture Has \.ong, Sometimes
Stormy, History In Senate

By Congressional Quarterly
WASHINGTON
A THREAT TO raise the issue
of cloture, with its civil rights
overtones, may provoke a rousing
Senate floor fight.

A much - embattled 35year-old
Senate rule —Rule XXII—is in-
volved. Advocates of civil rights
JJegislation, citing a 1852 Demo-
cratic Party platform statement
that, in Congress, majority rule
should prevail, have indicated they
m ttempt to change the rule,
to limit filibustering in the Senate.

By making it easier to impose
cloture — close debate — they
hope to prevent opponents “talk-
ing to death™ so-called civil rights
proposals. Since 1917, only .our of
21 attempts to close debate have
succeeded v
HAS LENGTHY BACKGROUND

But in 1848, during a parlia-

North Carolina during the last 50 years, Kerr Scott
was the welcome variation which the
aess of North Carolina’s political judgment.

Quote, Unquote -

Mrs. McTavish was making the last payment
on a baby bugey and the clerk in the st
thought, in the line of duty, he would carry on a
conversati

“And how is the baby. Mrs. McTavish?" he
asked.

“Ob. he's just fine” she replied. “He's gel-
ting married next week."_Carisbad (NM.) Carreat-
Rus.

Of Chlorophyll, with its multiple uses—the
green stuff shot at, on. and in you—it can mow
be said that we are chlorophull—Nashville Bas-

mentary battle preceding sched-
uled ion of Fair Em.
ployment Practices Commission
legislation, the imposition of clo-
ture was made more difficult.

A “compromise” authored by
the late Sen. Kemneth S. Wherry
IhR«Neb.) was adopted. It provided
that

Sen-
ators vote to do so. Thus, 33 Sen.
ators opposed or absent can block
such a move.

v The 149 change was approved
by the'Senate 63 to 23. Democrats
“favored it 29 to 15; Republicans
supported it 34 to 8.

The i

Chicago in
1882, 2 majority rule
Jank, the terms ™fili.
buster” and “cloture” were not
used. The plank, which appeared

separately from a section dealing
with civil rights recommendations,

read:
“In order that the will of the
American people may be expressed
upon all legislative proposals, we
urge that adtion be taken at the
beginning of the 83rd Congress to
improve Congressional procedures,
so that majority rule prevails and
decisions can be made after rea-
sonable debate without being
med by a minority in either

The Republican Party platf
had a section dealing with ﬁ
rights, but did not deal with clo-
ture or filibusters.

1917 WILSON .
PROPOSAL BEATEN .

The on imposition of cloture.

merchant ships before U. S. entry
into war.

Since 1917, there have been 21
cloture votes, but only four suc-
ceeded. Filibusters continued in
the other seventeen cases. If only
» majority vote had been re
alred. cloture could have been
imposed in fourteen of these 21
tests, instead of in four.

Toture was imposed -in debate
on the Versailles Treaty, in 1919;
World Court. 1926 branch bank-
ine. 1927, and the Banking Act in
1933, Under the 1949 requirement
for €4 Senators to aporove..one of

se attemnts fo  limit  debate
would have failed, hut three would
ve been suecessful.

Eight of the 21 cloture votes
Pave dealt with civil rights issues.
All these have occurred since 1938,
»nd none has been successful.
However, if a simple majority rule
had prevailed. cloture conld have

imposed on five of the ei;
ballots. et

Ike’s Plans For Korea Worry Winnie
From The Norfolk Virginian-Pilot . WASHINGTON  is completely discredited. that he can never stage a come- T

EISLER’S PARADISE LOST A ‘BmTlsH sources close to Winston Churchill say that back. and his troops or

on
the

while his mitial reason for coming to see Eisenhower the Chinese would be like a red flag to ENT Truman had a farewell | withDem-
was the dynamite-laden situation in Iran, the Prime Min- Chinese. It might, they argue, prolong the war indef. ocratic Senators right after New Year's Day. There
X SIGNS that seldom have failed, Ger- in She Thirties which were infiltrated at ister has become equally fteamed wup over reporis of initely: were moments of sadness and mirth 83
Eisler, who escaped from the United  some time by communists. In the realm where  Eisenhower's proposed strategy m Korea. The British also claim that any blockade of the :dnnd £00ddy to colleagues with whom he had served
States ip 1949, and became the chief Com- ex.Communists reign supreme, a really-was This strategy, as relayed to London by British ob- China coast would be tantamount to an act of war. If . he had sometimes differed.
munist propagandist in East Germany, is Communist is superior to the mighthave: Scrvers. follows: . Wﬂ;ﬂmmh.?m e S o o s D
beaded for 2 “purge” and perhaps a trial bheen Communist. Even superior. it seems . from P Chlang Kalches troeps 48~ cnmrebiiy aaricer i St Bs b ot Mk A S i et o Relsrring o o o S
and the bangman's noase. For him, the pros.  at times, fo the neverwas Communist who ~KOrea {rom Formoss, are old IL during which they be had been mentioned as Ambassador to Mexico, Mo
pect must be tantalizing. still believes in the American Bill of Rights. relationship, Winston may tact- hrl::‘ ‘:}:: E 7
1f he could just get back to the United. - There are books to write, magazine articles g et m‘hﬁ e gt e eetag,
States, he might achieve the superior status 1o sell and appearances before Congres- alienate this coun- as I could and have done best job I know how. I'm
of the professional exCommunist. After tell. *ional committees, which can be counted foing down with the team.
ing the FBI what he knows about his bully UPon not to crossexamine very carefully, if Eisenhower was “When the team comes up again, Il be there playing
boys, he could instruct the neverhavebeen Eisler can just manage to unravel his his- of his advisers hashed right guard — if they want me to.
Communists on the error of their ways and 'ory and stow away again on the liner use his old {riend- 4 m’;:"mﬁ spoke, un'i“u‘ laugh
perhaps presume 1o tell us all what is and Baiory. Such is the tantalizing “if” for Gers e o PRI RO e Bet Svart Eriinpion o riverod B o]
is not “true Americanism”. hart Eisler. The vision of what-mighthave- worried over the intimate rela- mary there. N
If Eisler, as an ex-Communist. should at been may add to his torture as the monster persuasive influence “1 want fo warn you. Stu." said the President, “that
Sast tell all that he really knows, he will find  Which he helped create begins to swallow . 3hout 20 days from now Il be ane of your constitvents, -
v him u over Roosevelt's pro-  And you'd better’ watch out. I'm quite a letter-writer
4t easy to take a ride on whatever new charge m up. in the Far Eastin 1935 and I'm going fo write you some letters.”
i in the air.-For the exCommunist has be- apanese aggression. The Presidept also fold about the Missouri Senatorial
come an oracle licensed to accuse without And you think kids are ruddy mow, yet i President Truman dropped It was also the lobbying of British and American oil com- cace in which Symington defeated Republican Sen. James
proof and amend statements without con- every oldtimer remembers when the boys™ an off-thecuff remark about using the A-bomb in Kores. panies which helped break up the League of Nations Kem. and the picture of a cow which Kem circulated in-
. pistency. i : load grandpappy's pipe with gunpow- w‘,""‘""”’“'ﬂ?’w sanctions imposed on Mussolini when he invaded Ethiopia %lnhmhnwﬂ-& o
. upset over Ike's reported plan to use .Chiang s in 1935. Each postponement of a showdown, however, built doesn't know how to milk a cow." said the
' might Eisler enjoy passing judg- der| and think. nothing about it—Pelham troops and also the reported plan 1o blockade the China “up a greater and more tragic with  President. “The only ‘thing be knows how to milk is &
‘ment o individuals who joined organizations (Gey Jowrnal. woast. The British have long argued that Chiang Kaishek the Axis, > . sorporation.” 4
3 A g )& -
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