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THE REPUBLICANS ARE AT IT AGAIN

T DIDN'T TAKE long for the North Caro-

lina Republicans to start growling at one
apother over that old bone of contention,
Yatronage.

After all it had been 20 years since they
were last welcomed to the White House, 20
years since state Republican leaders could
Bave a voice in handing out the juicy political
plums of our democratic system. And in the
many years of famine, %ines had been drawn
Within the state party hierarchy—Dewey vs.
Taft in 1044 and 1948, Eisenhower vs. Taft
in 1952
! Hence, it came as no surprise when the
fntraparty squabbling flared out into the
gublic arena this week

‘At the moment we havent the foggiest
potion haw it will ali come out. Our Mr.
Fesperman gave the background in his story

festerday, but he didnt predict the future
Perhaps our good Republican friends don't
fnow themselves, since_the battle within the
$tate 1s loosely linked to the bigger struggle

between the White House and the Congress,
and no one knows yet bow that will come

out.

Perhaps this is sort of 2 shake-down cruise
for a mew ship of state that has ventured
out into troubled waters after a
overhauling in drydock. Maybe it'll end with
a firm hand at the helm and the engines
whirring smoothly.

Even so, we are constrained to lament the
spectatle. For years Tuz News has cherished
the hope that the day of a twoparty system
for North Carelina is close by, and two re-
sponsible parties at that. So far, however,
there is no evidence (hat Tar Heel Repub-
licans have learned a very basic lesson, i. e.,
a strong party is built from the grass roots
up, not from the top down

Undignified and querulous squabbling not
only costs the party the respect of potential
converts. but it keeps the leadership from
a2 more important work, namely the building
of a healthy party organization at the pre-
cinct, town, and county level.

N.C.'S OUT-MODED LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

HE Sheriff of Yancey County receives

$300 a month plus fees (about $2.700 a
year) that accrue 1o his office

The Yancey County Commissioners levy the
tax to pa They fix the budget
under which it is paid But they have no
control over the amount of his salary

That control h Carolina’s
ystem of settling local matters at the state
instead of local level, rests with the Gen-
ersl Assembly

A bill that would cut
Sheriff's sal ng him U fees as
income. has been in'roduced in the Legis-
lature The merits of such a change are ques-
tionable But the point we'd like to make is
that now the Shefiff and his witnesses will
hive 10 traipse up to Raleigh. tell their side
of the story to men who don’t know him or
conditions in Yancey County. and get a
decision on the matter from them

This Yancey case is an example of what

his salar

because of No

off _the Yancey
es

goes on day after day. in almost every
North Carolina Coun‘y, during sessions of
the General Assembly. Such cases have

prompted the ‘chairman of the Local Gov-
emment Committee, Representative Regan
of Robeson. to consider introducing a state-
wide bill that would give Cotinty Commis-

sioners full authority to fix the pay of all
county officials and employees

He believes a law a.ong these lines would
reduce the number of local bills at each
General Assembly by 200 or 300, Robeson

County has operated under such a law for

THE DUTCH' TREATMENT

IGHT YEARS AGO American airmen

bound for Gegmany looked down upon
the Netherlands and saw mute testimony to
Nazi destructiveness. From the air they
could grasp the immensity of the country’s
Ypss. Tens of thousands of fertile acres
reclaimed laboriously from the sea over the
years, had been inundited by the destruc
tlon of Dutch dikes. The heart of Rotter-
dam. bombed without warning after the
Dutch capitulation, was a shambles

The Netherlands' loss extended beyond Its
borders. Much of its overseas empire and
tradd were lost duricg and immediately
following the war

With American aid. the little nation staged
& remarkable recovery This week, possibly
xfter receiving a_hint from U S. officials,
the Netherlands announced that it would not
request any direct American economic aid
this year.

Americans, who seldom hear such an
rouncements, were incredulous. How did the
Dutch recover, so rapidly and completely®

Recent New York Twmes dispatches from
the Netherlands credit the recovery to sev-
eral factors. including tuitous circum.
Rances”. But most important, writes the
Times correspondent. wis “the government's
orthodox policy. established early in 1951,
in the monetary, investment, credit and fis-
cal sphere”

From The St. Louis Post-Dispatch

six years and, Regan reports, “not a soul
has ever asked us to change it

Mr. Regan is on the right track. But his
answer is partial and latecoming. For four
years the General Assembly has disregarded
3 solid"set of recommendations upon which
real home rule could be based.

Thesé recommendations were made by the
Commission on Public-Local and Private Leg-
islation, which was authorized by the 1947
General Assembly. The report contuins a
wealth of material which backs up its rec-
ommendations. This study makes it clear
that one law designed to zive County Com-
missioners more authority won't begin to
unravel the hodgepodge of anachronistic
laws that have accumulated over a period
almost 300 years

The Constitution and General Statutes
must be amended to cherify the distinctions
between general, local and private laws
Jurisdiction over each category must be
assigned to state, county, city or town au-
thority. And—the first specific recommenda-
tion of the Commission—the Constitution
must be amended to give “solid and indis-
putable authority” for the suggested legisla-
tive recommendatitons.

Counties that have more home rule than
average find it to their liking. States, such
as Georgia. that have recently increased
home rule find it to their liking. But North
Carolina, despite its progress in many fields,
still operates municipal and county govern-
ments under a system remindful of colonial
days

The Dutch decreased controls, raised tour-
ist allowances. They uniroze capital accounts
of non-residents, reduced credit restrictions.
And they maintained a high rate of taxation.
Confidence in the fiscal policies encouraged
savings. And the high taxes deterred the
public from entering into fresh risk-bearing
commitments.

That's a pretty sound formula. It Is a
conservative formula. And the striking thing
about this Dutch attitude is that its advo-
cates are also among the most “radical”
proponents of Western Union.

“We know." said the Dutch delegate to
NATO. “that the luxury of nationhood can be
saved only if a great pait is lost—voluntarily
merged to form a pool of real power. .
Big countries have illusions about their own
strength, but we have none.”

This attitude is repcated in the Dutch
press, and was. apparent in the referendum
on European federation in two Dutch towns.
Over threefourths of the electorate in each
turned out to vote, 83 per cent and 97 per
cent, in faver of a European government
with democratic representation and a Euro-
pean constitution.

Other peoplef who heed the example of the
doughty Hollanders might find themselves
decreasingly “in Dutch",

GOT THE BLUES

LUTS are a musing kind of music any-

how. A fellow reslly sings them to him-

at it because of

what bappened to W. C. Handy, the father
of the . at President Eisenhower's

inaugural ball.

Mr. Handy was invited to play his St. Louis
Biues on his golden trumpet. He waited un-
4l almost 2 o'clock before his turn came to
‘#ppear on the program Then he played for

new President's ears the tune that carried
iBis name—and the name of St. Louis with
iff—around the globe. Because he is blind, he
't-know Gen. Eisenhower had left half
hour before. Thinking the President had
i him, he said: “This was a very big
ijight for me”
#4While the great man for whom he came
{9 play did not hear him, W. C. Handy at
¥ has been heard by the world Edward
'V, formerly the Prince of Wales and
pow the Duke of Windsor, said St. Lowis
Blues was his favorite selection. Vast throngs
4n New York and elsewhere have acclaimed
For Handy was the first to commit to
‘writing the work spngs, love songs,
devil songs, overandovers, slow drags, pats,
stomps and spirituals of the Southern Negro.

)

i

The figure of the old Negro playing his
horn for the great man who had left the
hall is like a figure conjured up by one of
his blues itself. It is also like a figure out of
his own life, the figure of a lean, ragged
Negro with a guitar who was picking out a
tune while Handy waited in a railway sta-
tion in Mississippi for a train that was nine
hours late.

Handy had been dozing and he woke to
hear the lonesome guitar player playing the
first blues he ever beard, Where the South-
e Cross the Dog. The song referred to a
crossing of the Southern Railway and the
Yazoo Delta, the lafter nicknamed The Yel-
low Dog. Handy fixed it up later as his Yel-
low Dog Blues. The man ‘withthe guitar
hadn't been playing it for anybody in partic--
ular, for, as we say, blues are a musing kind
of music anyhow. A fellew really sings them
to himself.
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Give lke A Chance -

Editors. Twr News:

ws and T wish to say that I think
ir viewpoint on all things What
gets me 1o the boiling point are the dopes. who are
already nailing Ike to the cross without a fair

SPINDALE

trial. We put up with the other side for 20 years.
Now let's at least give Ike two months to make
good.

im a veteran and at one time served under
Tke's command. and 1 think be is an outstanding
American. although many narrow-minded people
here in the South who know only one party don't
think so.

Oh yes, things were great under Harry. I
was discharged seven years ago, partly disabled,
and 1 have been doing the worst type of hard
labor for 75 measly cents an hour and glad to get
it. but it's awful hard to start out housekeeping
an ily on that

So if we survived through 20 years of Demo-
;-rmc ;ullek 1 think we can at least stand one

of Ike.

~ROY T. WRIGHT.

Opposes Garnishee Law

Editors, Tur News:
TOUR editorial titled, “Restatement” is timely,
and also has the approval of several business
men with whom 1 have discussed it The subject
matter is the proposed “garnishee law”, and it
may be well to state some of the reasons for not
favoring an adoption of the “garnishee law" or
the amendment to the State Constitution
1) Sellers should operate their own credit

CHARLOTTE

rtment.

2) The chief cost incident to the operation of
such a law would fall on pay roll makers who
would not be benefited

3) Many sellers would make a collection agency
of such a new law.

seems we are fustified in believing tha
the “gimme” phase is 1o be a thing of the past.

=J. F. TRAZZARE.

Garnishee Law Supported
Editors, Tux Nrws, cHABLALIE
I.\' one of your recent editorials you restate your
opposition to a constitutional amendment pro-
posed by the N. C. Merchants Association permit.
ting creditors to garnishee up to 10% of the wages
of debtors for two reasons: (1) people of
North Carolina would not approve such an amend-
ment; and (2) it is the responsibility of the mer-
chants making a sale to collect for his goods.
1 wonder if your position in this matter has
considered as carefully as you usually weigh
the {actors before taking a strong pasition.
Consider, if you will, the small loan business
that has grown to great size in North Carolina be-
cause creditors can't collect from their debtors.
The borrower, in addition to paying interest, is

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

EAL story behind Army Chief of Staff
J. Lawton Collins’ rush trip to Korea

is that it was to straighten out bickering

required as a condition to obtaining the loan to pay
many other charges (even including life insurance)
so that in the end he sometimes gets only about
one-half of the amount he must pay back. Such
charges make mockery of our usus
presently defensible because of the high percentage
of loss m making small loans.

1f a garnishee law were on the books'in North
Carolina, don't you think that the charges of those
in the small loan business would be reduced and
that banks would be willing to make the loan in
more cases and at reasonable rates® In such event,
every person who must borrow (excepting those
who own collateral presently acceptable to banks)
would benefit from the garnishee law, mot just
merchants.
I think that the garnishee proposal should re-
ceive the careful consideration of the North Caro-
lina Assembly and in connection therewith
the pregeat laws under which small loan companies
operate should be reconsidered.
- ARTHUR JENKINS

Consolidation Won't Work
C

Editors, Tur Nrws:

NOTICE in the Charlotte newspapers the last

few days a lot of discussion in regard to con-
solidating different departments of the City and
County under one head. There has been a large
sum of money spent to see if it was practical
1o put the entire city and county under one gov-
ernment.

Having served ten years on the Board of
County Commissioners, 1 have given it a lot of
study. 1 am for economy and always have been,
but 1 am for practical economy and not false econ-
omy. The City and County governments combined
will not work. The interests of the two govern-
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laws, but are .

State-Of-The-Union Speech ~*
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ashing:
" and to achieve substantial
through greater govern-

ment efficiency.

There is hard)
tssue closer to
heart, as evidenced by his appoint
ment of the Rockefeller Commit.

any domestic
the President's

Republican President’s power to

the fact that the President - made
no protests suggests that he was
ot wholly aware what was, at

House policy still nebulous or whol-
ly unformed, it was inevitable that
the long can
Cos n

ger is real that the

lose the power of decisive leader-
ship, while the initiative passes to
Taft and the other men who
fought the President bitterly at
Chicago. N

Reorganization Plan Boggle
Shows Need For Leadership

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON

HILE no headline personalities
are involved, the boggle over

and the White House.
To be properly understood the
incident must be seen from three

different viewpoints. First is the
viewpoint of Joseph M. Dodge, the
Detroit banker whom President
Eisenbower brought to Washing!
ton to be Director of the Bureau
of the Budget.

Absorbed in the task of sorting
out government functions and
planning steps to tighten the ma-
chine, Dodge goes to Capitol Hill
and appears before House
Committee on Government Oper-
ations. That is consid-

ments are different. City interest is
the county 1s agricultural

The city government is a law-making body to
govern the city. The County operates under the
laws that are passed by the Legislature as com-
plicated as they are. The consolidation of the dif-
ferent departments will not work satisfactorily. We
tried combining the two tax departments for_two
years, I think it was ‘37 and "38, and it cost $13,000
more to operate double than it did single. We had
the act repealed. The county and city had two as
good attorneys as could be had and they said it

could not be worked Numbers of

ering a bill on-the President's
powers to reorganize. The present
law, which expires March 31, says
that any plan to make over a gov-
ernment department mus® be re-
jected by a majority of all the
members of either - Senate or
House; that is, not just a major-
ity of those present, which would
mean that in the Semate as few
as 25 Senators could block a re-

problems came up t0o numerous to mention.

The consolidation of the Rural Police and the
Sheriff's Department will not work satisfactorily.
Combining them is what 1 would call false economy
and aking a great service away that they are now

rendering the ple.
o ™~ —H, W. HARKEY.

Quote, Unquote

Moscow radio says trees grow three times fas-
ter than normal mn Kazakhstan. a Soviet “Nrb-
lic.” Probably 3 prelude to a claim that the Rus-
sians invented fertilizer. Rock
Gazette.

Texas'
and Senate

plan.

Dodge is asked for his opinion.
He says that he would like to see
the present law continued, giving
the Eisenbower Administration no
more and no less power in this
respect than the Truman Admin
istration had. The Republican ma-

vice and approved an
calling for a simple majority of
those present.

Now look at it from the view-
point of the Democrats. The Dem-

over the South Korean army.

Conflicting reports have been sent to
the Pentagon as to how big a role the
South Korean army can play. Gen. James
Van Fleet, outgoing Eighth Army com-
mander. has been optimistic about turning
the fighting over to the South Koreans.
However, his boss in the Far East, Gen.
Mark Clark, pessimistic.

To make matters worse, the American
training mission

South Korean army is short of good offi-
mmtm«:n'!beummm
The whole problem was dumped in Pres-
{dent Eisenhowegs lap by o’::uﬂ
lins just one day after the President took
After listening carefully to Collins,

Democratic Leader Lyndon Johnson, also
of Texas, staged a private dinner for Pres-
ident Truman just before be left office in
an effort to persusde hum to keep hands
off the tidelands oil.

The dinner was held in Sam Rayburn's
rrirm apartment at the_Anchorage and
eatured chili con carne—Texas style.
man is fond of chili and after he had en-
joyed several large helpings Johnson and
Rayburn were about to open up the tick-
lish question of tidelands oil.

wanted to persuade the President

Quickly and with no chance for finesse,
“aske t-bl: whether Tru-
man intended and transfer

ocrats on the committee, vote to
give Dodge the powers he wants.
‘The shrewd minority leader, Rep-
resentative John McCormack of
Massachusetts, promptly comes to
nt Eisenhower's defense
and says that his own party in Con-
gress is letting him down. This is
the political angle and an effective

one.

The third viewpoint is that of the
veteran Republicans in control of
the House. Publicly they say that
since the President will send up
only the most desirable and per-
fected plans for reorganization,
there is no argument.

Privately they say something
quite different Their story is that
the White House — or som
in the White House — approved
the idea of a simple majority. But .
1o one told Budget Director Dodge,
50 he went out on a limb which the

powers under the American sys-
tem as defined in the Constitution.
It is questionable, as they see it,
whether under the Constitution the
size of a majority can be defined
in this connection.

But, more important, these re-
laxed gentiemen, who have been
to Washington for

who 0 levers
of government are pulled, talk pri-.
vately about the staff work seen
thus far in the new Ad

tion. They hoid a low opinion of
this staff work. You feel they are
watching a new in the school
who has promised to come in .and
win all the prizes and already has
fallen down and stubbed his toe.
‘There is a tolerant amusement in

the Capitol to sit
right committee chairman and talk
things over.

Collins Will Map Plan For ROK Troop Use

Tidelands Dinner
was hushed up at the time, but
Ex-Speaker Sam Rayburn

the nation, pointing out, for instance, that  is prosecuted, there will be some reaction
North Dakota would be able to get $6- in the Near East, but nothing to worry
000,000 for its if tidelands oil is  about.
kept for all of the 48 states. 2. If the tion
S 5 other hand. the reacti
Qil Predicament worse. 1t would play into Moscow's hands,
National Security Council is so red. Make it appear the big oil companies were
i ylaced it won't breatbe a word sbout s patiey,
itral . .
et R Small-Business Champion
of the five U. S. ofl o . NE¥ s
Near e
Do MH“ m'.‘m"_ ‘;'M.vhwumddim
made ex-Secretary of Def

udoﬁ:ummhmﬁ‘

that the_Justice Department's business, is also the champion of Federal
case against the oil companies would play  Trade Commissioner John B
compupies 18 Joos thair Neat Eastern - “reappointed. to_the Trade
‘com) to ear con- Carson was _reappoint to the
mﬂmmmhulﬁkrr\bnton- Commission shortly before Truman left
tral Intelligence report of last Spring. the White House. and Republicans ex:
Recently, however, Central Intelligence pected to knock him out of the job al-
submitted a new report. It stated that its most immediately. However, it has de-
survey of last Spring was in error. Re- veloped that Carson is not only a protege
action to the Government's prosecution of of Tobey's but also has other friends on
mdw-b.m“h‘lﬂ :l-mummc—guc-wu
The report made two other An

points: —~ sioner Carson is the former

1. If the case against the oil Republican Sen. Jim Couzens




