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THE CASE OF THE BRIAR PIPE

IGH IN THE mountains overlooking the

Mediterranean grows erica arbores, @
briar shrub of the white Heath family. Be-
tween the roots and trunk of the shrub are
hard burls, sometimes a yard in diameter.
These burls are dried and seasoned by the
natives, then carved into briar pipes. Usually
the carving is done in the country where the
shrub grows. Sometimes it's done in other
countries, occasionally ours.

Along with the H-bomb, taxes and Senator
Taft, even these fine old briars (which to our
knowledge he does not use) will soon be a
concern of Presidentelect Eisenhower. This,
is because of a shrewd maneuver on the part
of some European businessmen.

They know the average American pipe-
smoker loves to show off his favorite im-
ported Algerian briar. They know that the
American girl is led to believe, in her youth-
ful innocence. that she can trust @ man with
a pipe. In other words, the imported briar
has become dn American institution, like the
Fourth of July and flapjacks. So the Euro-
peans have decided to take advantage of
these emotional appeals and make the good
old briar a test case of this country's tariff
policy.

This all started when U, S. briar pipe
makers decided the imported pipes were
“harmful”. Not that they hurt Americans who
smoked them. They hurt the domestic briar
industry. It has trouble selling its products
in competition with imported briars, despite
a present tariff ranging up to 75 per cent.

So the American pipe-makers got the Tar-
iff Commission to recommend an even higher
tariff. 1t will take an overruling by the Presi-
dent to prevent this increase. So the Presi-
dent must now decide between Americans
who smoke imported briars, and want to
buy them for less, and Americans who make
briars from imported burls, and want to sell
them for more. He may lose some of the
pipe vote either way.

However—and not only because we like
Algerian briars—we trust he will not in-
crease the tariff. Certainly an industry that

ANOTHER BOTTLENECK

HE Mecklenburg Board of Elections has

correctly diagnosed one of the two main
deficiencies of our voting system, and acted
promptly to remove it.

‘The board fpund that the chief reason for
delays in voting—some persons stood in
line several hours on Nov. 4—is in the fact
that there was only one registration book for
each precinct. So now a card index system
will be set up. When the flow of volers
gets heavy the list of registered voters will
be broken up, alphabetically, into two, three
or four groups.

That way a voler won't have fo grow
weary in line while » clerk laboriously
thumbs through the one book to see that
each person is properly registered. Every.
one can have his registration promptly veri-
fied by one of several clerks, then get on
with the relatively quick business of voting.

This new system. as Election Board Chair-
man Davis pointed out, is better than split-
ting up the big precincts. People get in the
habit of voting at a cerjain place. and a
change in polling place every time the pop-
ulation of a precinct shifts appreciably would
Just confuse the electorate.

All in all, we're mighty proud of the way
Mecklenburgers have performed, votewise,
in recent months. There was the tremendous
registration and vote, thanks largely to Joe
Josephs and his Get-Out-The-Vote campaign.
ers. Some Mecklenburgers, at least, got to
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can’t meet the competition despite such a
high tariff should consider conversion to

product, the corncob pipe.
‘Then, human natwre being what it is, the
Alltdlnl can proudly show off their
" corncobs, while the American

smugly puffs away on his “imported” briar.
This whole business of trade, of which the
briar pipe is a case history, needs more
ingenuity, fewer artificial barriers. For, most
important, a decreas? in the trade barriers
among the free countries is what pains the

man with the pipe in Moscow.

INSIGHT

[E McCarran-Walter immigration bill is

being attacked by “professiohal Jews
shedding crocodile tears™. The only “concrete
criticism™ of the law is that “some poor
French sailors were unable to spend Christ-
mas in New York City.” And as for the crew
of this French ship, the Liberte, “there
never was a finer crew of throat slitters any-
where.”

That is the comment on this law as de-
livered in the House of Representatives
Tuesday by one of its authors, Representative
Walter of Pennsylvania.

With his own words he affords the public
an insight into his own character. It is re-
flected in the Act, whose racist. exclusionist
features have been condemned by President.
elect Eisenhower, ex-Govermor Stevenson,
countless churchmen of several faiths and
many others who will be shocked to know
how candidly bigoted is one of its archi-
tects.

BROKEN

use voting machines for the first time. Now
comes the revised system to eliminate a
major bottleneck. All we need now is coun-
ty-wide use of the efficient and foolproof
voting mnmm to put our voling machinery
in top f

BLUNDERING BOOBERY

NEVER cease to be amazed by the

security breaches of high government
officials. The latest slip can be credited to the
Senate Internal Security Committee which,
of all organizations, ought to know better.

In secret session it gathered detailed testi-
mony on U. S. hospitals in Korea, their loca-
tion and facilities, among other things. We
don't know if the material in the report
really warranted classification, but it was.
Then it was “declassified” in this manner.

The material was handed out to the press.
Portions of it were bluepenciled, and re-
porters were asked not to use these parts.

So U. S. reporters did not use the biue-
penciled data, whatever it was. But copies
of the entire report were also given to rep-
resentatives of Tass, Soviel mews agency.

So the Russians, who weren't supposed
to get the information were handed it forth-
with. And the same information was with
held from the American public.
crazy world

THE INNOCENT MR. MACK, AND OUR FEARS

NE DAY about two weeks ago, 3 mem-

ber of our staff fell into casual conver-
sation with a friend he met on Grace St
For no special reason, their chat got around
1o television, and suddenly the friend in-
quired, “What's this 1 hear about Ted Mack
being » Communist™ Our staff member
hadn't heard anything about Ted Mack's
being 2 Communist. He couldn't believe it
was 50, and put the matter out of mind. Ted
Mack a Communist” The quiet, reserved,
friendly master of ceremonies on the Ama-
teur Hour? Impossible.

Then about a week ago. another reporter
mentioned the rumor in a City Room bull
session. He isn't quite sure where he heard
it. Thursday ..orning we had a telephone
call in the editorial offices about it. Thurs-
day afternoon we had another. Friday morn-
ing a third came in, from an incredulous

it. By this time the

report was that Ted Mack was not only a
/ Communist, but that he was in jail.

We called John Crosby, the nation's top
radio columnist, whose comments on the
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feel the show could be done properly In 30
minutes (it already had been reduced from
its original one hour), and pending arrange-
ments for a new sponsor he took his show
on the road for a few months. Now new
arrangements are almost completes and it is
expected that the show will be back on the
air soon. That's all there is to it. Mr. Crosby
reports that Mr. Mack never has been iden-
tified in any way with Red fronts. He is
utterly guiltless.

What has happened s that Mr. Mack
innocently has fallen viotim to the ugly
plague of fear abroad in our land. But we
did mot realize the disease had become so
virulent—that now a man has only to leave
a public position. for perfectly good and
valid reasons, for malicious. evil tongues
1o begin scissoring at his reputation.

We attempted to backcheck on one set of
rumors. but lost the trail. One man had
heard. it from a man he works with, this
man had heard it from his daughter, and
also, he thought, from an attorney he had
run across socially. The attorney said he
hadn't spread the tale, but he had heard it
Saturday night from some friends at his
house. The dsughter had picked it up from
a schoolmate, who thought she had heard
it from her teacher. The teacher thought
she had heard it on the radio, but’ could
have been mistaken.

Will the truth. one wonders helplessly,
ever catch up with the .lie? Is it possible
to circulate the facts back through the same
arteries and lymphatic chain that spread
the {alsehood? Ted Mack is not a Communist.
He was ﬂnﬂ Arom the air. He is inno-

insane ‘and monstrous
tion. 'Io among those who spread
or asked the questions will help to
story right? - :

i
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The H-Bomb Posers

‘Unspeakable, Unthinkable Facts’

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

HAT was left out was the really interesting
rt of President Truman's valedictory state-
ment on the hydrogen bomb, in his message on
the state of the Union.

The President told the country and the werld
that this was a very terrible weapon. He hinted
that the hydrogen bomb, i used in war, might
change the tired, familiar face of this planet. What
he did not say, but should have said, is that the
mere existence of this weapon already raises the
greatest and most urgent questions of American
national policy.

We cannot just add the hydrogen bomb to our
arsenal, tell Stalin to take note of it, and leave it
at that. There are a few facts that have to be
faced, considered and even acted upon. They may
be summarized as follows:

First, there is the bomb's sheer power,
previously reported in this space. the H-bomb lului
at Eniwetok developed the tetally uncxpected and
unprecedented power of three o five megatons—
which is the f\plmn\- force of three to five mil-
lion tons of urthermore. the Eniwetok test
is believed 1o have proven the possibility of build-
ing deliverable and useable bydrogen bombs of
almost infinitely greater power.

iman administration. these facts have seemed
unnlunnl to the point of being unbearable. Be-
ing unbearable, lhey have not been thought about.
Being unlhmnble. they have mnot b&n talked
about, ident jut unbear-
able, unlhmklble unspeakable though tbey
they remain facts. Being facts, they go on p-lnj
the. same ugly quexlwu
For example, there is the question: Who bene-
fits most by the development of this weapon? No
doubt the H-bomb became inevitable, as soon as
the scientists opened the Pandora’s Box of the
0 doubf we were right to push its
development. No doubt we have gained a tem-
porary advantage thereby. But we must llln con-
sider the future time. when tl
gen will be muched by a Russian, peoplu'
Aemocratic hydrogen bomb.

What Happens Then?

“TBICH way will the balance tip then!

will be the gainer—the Ullld m‘ﬂ.
-hkn cannot launch a attack, or the So-
viet Union, which can attack by surprise as soon
as the rapidly growing Russian strategic air force
is ready for the task?

Again, will this wholly foreseesble

ation in fact intolerable? If it is
tolerated, what dlploml!k‘ or other initiative should

!mmewlm-
not to be

A New World
o be attempted to avert it? What are the needful
UE simple development o infiniely destrucs  epuraione? ‘hnd what i T be e i ot

our world's mml‘hx strategic relationships. When
the greatest nations, such ay the United States and
the Soviet Union, can be Teduced to nothingnesse
by a single, short, successful atfick, the world we
live in has ceased to be the world we used to

know
Second, there are the special, horrible char
acteristics which are peculiar 1o the hydrogen

The radioactive residues of a rather mod-
erate number of H-bombs, ch as might be ex-
ploded in a fairly long war, can attack the repro-
ductive ‘processes of the hisher animals. and so
end the race of men op Some of the scien-
{iets contend that the dust cloud froms the explosion
of ouly a few Hbombs.' which have been encased
in certain metals, will be noxious enough to depop-
ulate half a contipent
1t is butting Nt mildly to say that grave issues
of national policy are raised by any weapons test
which, if repeated a few hundred times, can close
the chapter of human history and leave this planet
to the ansects
rd. and most important, there is the virtual
certainty that the American monopoly of hydrogen
bombs cannot endure for very long. Our allout
effort to build an Hbomb only began in 1950.
Long before 1950, the Soviet scientists were entire-
Iy aware that an H-bomb could be built. It must
be, and it i expected that the masters of the
Kremlin will be testing their own peoples demo-
n bomb within a relatively short
is the time allowed by the ma-

Fa

Jority of experts.

Maybe we shall have to learn to folerate it.
But again it is putting it mildly to say that it
looks like being an intolerable situation, when the
competing world systems” will both be
brandishing this fearful weapon

To the somewhat tired policy-makers of the

two vast,

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

(Ed. Note—Continuing his series on new mem-
i Pearson

bers of the FEisenhower Cabinet, Drew

hands the brass ring to Charles E. Wilson, new Sec-

retary of Defense.)

i WASHINGTON
VHEN General Eiscnbower, appointed Charles E. Wil

son of General Motors to his Cabinet he automatically true that the American soldier .

killed two birds with one politi . does not fight without using some piece of General Mo Li¢ 5 0 electrical
tors equipment—from trucks to tanks, jeeps to air-

1. He paid off an important debt by rewarding ¢ lines, guns 1o refrigerators, AC spark plugs fo loco- 3
motor .moguls who pressured Arthur Summerfield into povils “plus gas engines, diesel engines, airplane en- on, became  e;
switching from Taft to Eisenhower at Chicago conven- d 30 on. :l vi:i: biggest expansion.
tion. ‘were

: Thus. the new boss of the Defenseé Department Afl i

2. Mare fmiportant, he secured the best production miR be- i’ the embarrasing, sometimes almost untensble ferr W Lo on Sn of the
in industry to head up the Deffhse Department—a de- position of differentiating between Wilson's new in- nj'signed a long
mnmem which now puts tanks and guns on a par With terest as head of the armed forces and Wilson's old  Workers. He says of CIO chief Walter

He also brought into his official family an earthy,
vorks long hours, sometimes

warm hearted individual who w

spends the night in his office, drives his own car, and
had the lnrrnlhl to negotiate a labor contract which elec-

trified the w
Partly as a result

Motors profits zoomed.

of labor’s new-found loyalty to
G. M., partly as a result o Whak) o, goaies. General
ey began zooming during the

it conlrul of the new -npow

Or what will be needful, to rely
on what Winston S. Churchill hn called “the peace
of mutual terror”? What must be done to make the
terror truly mutual® If we wring out the bndm
now, shall we not later be wringing our hands’
And can our kind of society exist in a condition of
perpetual, life-and-death alert?

No questions in human history have been

r to answer. Unfortunately, however, ugly
facts which are not faced have an ugly way of
providing their own ugly amswers to the ques-
tions that they pose.

Quote, Unquote

A practical application of a track star's talents
has been discovered in the case of the former dis-
tance runner, Glenn Cunningham. He says that
on his Kansas stock farm he can catch up with
wm. nn';: -na- the first mile or s0.—Cleve-

The court house philosopher claims his neigh-
bor is such a liar that, when it comes to (eednu
hogs, he has to get someone else to call for
—Batesville (Ark) Guard.

ritish Zoologist says that the horse is per-

n.ns nse Jeast intelligent bf the higher uumb.

Will some cynic propose a vote of thanks on

half of the human race’—Portsmouth
“So yw‘te young man with both feet

ground, are you? What do you do for a hv(nl‘"

“I take orders from a man with both f

the desk.”—Shelby Star.

Wilson Vs. Wilson ,

industrial empire. It opentu four

Pacific Railroad,

an order that no ma

Iubulllmﬂﬂ. It was to be handled by the
. Harriman's

3

Uuﬂen-tn

I'rlls-uumtm-umm mcﬂ:a-xnmm
in Argentina, huinm

Transfer Of Lodge From UN;
To France Proposed Tolke

of
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DIFFICULTIES
»m all this shakes the bopes
a nse structure
ﬂl a lr!lly ratified by
aments of the participating
Such a structure would

'Do meaning without the in-

on a realistic basis of both
Germany and France. It is the
nuﬁuuon of the European Army
t the new Premier may have

Supreme Commander, were cut in

ion
for that action was expressed in
the London Observer by Chester
Wilmot, an analyst close to top
British military-diplomatic author-

“The strategy of containment
has been so successful that the
Russians are not likely to take any
g’k of starting a third World

ar,

Such a happy conclusion will
find a most-welcome response from
many sources in the new Congress.
It is directly contrary to the sober
counsel given by the retiring Sec-

which Dulles was senior partaer.
Dillon's ability has long since been
demonstrated. But he is. without
diplomatic experience.

For this reason some of Presi-

to the United Nations —

ponum life.
ica he was

andl military leaders. Unlike so
many appointees outside the ca-
reer service, he speaks the lan-
guage of the country so fi
that when the late General de Lat.
tre de Tassingny appeared on a
“Meet the Press” program in this
cﬂun(ry, Lodge served as inter-
pre

Sllth an appointment would be
a brilliant stroke. It would demon-
strate at the outset the flexibility
of the new Administration in rec-
ognizing a changed situation and
acting without hesitancy,

African Tension Mounting In
Wake Of Mau Mau Brutality

By ROBERT C. RUARK

NAIROBI, Kenya
] WAS bome again to Africa, at
last, prepared to whip off with
my old gang, to enjoy a few weeks
of peace in the bush and a little
Rlltf from IM savageries of civil-
zation. I would shoot enough for
m to eat but mostly 1 would sit
and get fat on Aly's cooking and
watch the ants rel their hills,
But from my expectance of
peace I came smack into a state
of war, with curfews aumde or
town, worry on every face,
a mmdn( daily list of x.nm;s
violence, and desperation. This is
the Impltl of the Mau Mau on a
;ouzly where in some parts of

the
man's neck is never safe from his
oldest employee's

panga.
‘The Mau lh- hn Jong IIIIM

terror that is executed on a basls
of master plan—such as the Mau
Mau Council letter that mlnd
12 killings over the holi de-
livered 11 and then added a mple

:‘nore for good measure just after
an. 1.

The love of the Kenyan for his
beautiful county is intense, and
there is violent criticism of vht
is called

violent act n! a le- superstitious
bolieldl among the

nnholy
byulevevﬂmeu to fire
huge native population to kﬂl lnd
wreck and pillage, preying mostly

seem to have penetrated

deeply outside Keny:

bnud Mau Mau_ atrocities have
been much more directed at broth-

er black than at the enemy ulnle
a highly organized reign. of

Eng-

Brmsh government in mupi.u
it the that

E

olence
l(r_nyl in a state of emim lnr.
anger and insecurity,
eral indecision as to what ll DO
best course of action.

The chief kernel of complaiat Is
mn efforts to return the eye for
eye in rmlulhn toward the

llu s s been called brutal
and unjust by some, while mass

Wilson: ‘Best Production Man In Industry’

auto phn'.l over to munitions.

Wilson-Go-Round

N got his humanitarian qualities from his pamh

who were small-town school teachers .
rica ndnernl‘lmm-nbax.
11 or i

. . He began

war when Wiken first ook over. And. they continued '
o rin o s, " el Gt Motars. ek worth and
o a stop. eral 3

mm”l‘m"mmm_.m Ta big basi- nplxyu.mnh:'ﬁno—-d&-—. mmxw:&hh—tlf"ng

. be sidestepped or delegated. For ‘Wilson, when  an income tax of around -u-'ﬁ'_
A%whtgwum mm-&tﬁm wd&—ulﬂa:m hmdu- I.!_'n.—ull:‘lo.l- c:l& s o G.

freshing Bt labor problems, Eisenhower has bought tinuing the production - Pearl M. stock which it

Bimself some beadaches, : e e omtis e wrgeacy of war production. T bis term 1a e Defoase D oy




