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STATE MINIMUM WAGE LAW NEEDED

HIS inaugursl address last week, Gov.

William Umstead urged the enactment of

2 state minimum wage law to cover industrial

and service workers who do not come under
the Federal] Wage & Hour Law.

The Governor did not say ‘so. but we pre-
sume he is concerned over the low wage
levels in intrastate commerce. If 50, he will
find strong supporting evidence in a current
report by Comy i Quarterly which
shows that average wages for non-farm
workers in North Carolina compare most
unfavorably with wages elsewhere in the
mation.

Here are comparative figures for the South,
a5 of the end of September, 1952:

Ave.Weekly  Avg. Hourly

State Earnings age
Louisiana $60.48 S1g4
Virgini 5467 134
Tennessee 5240 134
Alabama 5425 132
lori 5345 127
4625 121
South Carolina 4543 120
North 402 120
Arkansas * 40.02 14
Mississippl 6 110

‘The nonfarm empioyees covered in those
figures_include those in mining, contract

and pudlic utilities, trade. finance, service
businesses, and government.

Several things are quickly apparent from
the report. Although North Carolina has the
largest number of nonfarm of
any Southeastern state (996.100), the aver-
age weekly earning figure is the lowest of
any state in the nmation. Furthermore. there
are only two states with a lower average
hourly wage.

Since workers in interstate commerce are

state minimum wage law.
A look at some of the leaders will show
how far North Carolina workers have to go.

Avg. Weekly  Avg. Hourly
State Earnings Wage
Oregon sT985 5208
Michigan 8527 204
California 7 138
Ohio 7708 186

Not only will higher wages for Tar Heels
give our people a higher standard of living
by enabling them to buy more of the goods
and services available, but it will also mean
greater revenue for a state that woefully
needs to expand its basic services. No recom-
mendation made by Governor Umstead merits
more careful consideration by tl
Assembly than his appeal for a “reasonable
and fair” state minimum wage law.

PROHIBITION IS A FARCE IN MISSISSIPPI

F ONE WANTED to be cynical about it, the

Mississippl Prohibition law should suit
everybody. The Drys have a Prohibition law
on the books. The bootleggers are in business
openly. Those who use alcohol can buy it
most anywhere. And the State of Mississippi
is collecting a hunk of tax revenue from the
Mllicit traffic.

According o Kenneth Toler's story else-
where on this page today. a fourth effort to
eliminate the tax on bootleg whisky will be
made at the next General Assembly. And, as
80 often occurs, the interests of the beotleg-
gers and those of sincere Prohibitionists seem
to colncide in this effort. The bootleggers say
the tax is an unfair tribute exacted from
them. and ask its repeal. The Prohibitionists
say the state makes mockery of its own laws
when it taxes a product it has theoretically
outlawed.

Three times Mississippi governors have
asked that the tax be lifted: three times
the General Assembly has refused to lift jt.

Gov. Hugh White may have better luck this
time. though we doubt it. for while the Mis-
sissippi liquor m appears to be in a
highly ridiculous te of affairs. it expresses
one hard fact. No Prohibition law will ever
work, in Mississippl or elsewhere, and if
liquor is not sold openly it will be sold clan-
destinely.

The law has worked out in Mississippi like
this. Some sections where Prohibition senti-
ment is 80 overwhelming that it can require
local sheriffs and police to enforce the iaw,
bootleggers handle the product secretly. In
other sections, where wet sentiment predom.
inates, bootleggers display their wares openly
on shelves and racks. That is toughly equiva-
lent to the county option ABC system with
one exception: in ABC counties the only boot-
leggers left are a few pintpeddiers who
operate when the stores are closed: in dry
counties. bootleggers reap a bonanza

We invite the careful attention of N. C.
Prohibitionists to Mr. Toler's article describ-
ing the hypocrisy of the Mississippi dry law.
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THREE REASONS FOR GETTING A CHEST X-RAY

'ONFRONTED with a large red, gray and

black billboard reading “Get A Chest
X-Ray” the.other day, we fell to thinking on
this matter of the chest and all the ills which
affect that portion of the torso

Tul josis, of course But didn't we read
Just the other day that the death rate from
tuberculosis had declined 90 per cent in only
40 years? And lung cancer is pretty bad—
but how many people have it® Heart djsease®
The heart’s just flesh and you cam't find
out much about fiesh with an Xray.

These were the first thoughts to come to
mind. A few moments of contemplation and
checking, though, brought forth the other
side of the picture.

Certainly TB, mortality has declined 90
per cent since 1910, but there hasnt been
any such decline in the numberyof known
cases of tuberculosis. For instance, there
are now about 1200000 cases of TB in the
United States. There are about 250,000 tuber-
cular people in the country who are mot in
hospitals. These are the “hidden cases” of TB
that cause most of the trouble

Since TB is contagious, and since you
seldom know about a “hidden case”, you
get TB from these unsuspecting victims.
‘The people who put up that “Chest X-Ray"
sign say that the best way to find the “hidden
case” is By a chest Xuay.

They're conducting a Mecklenburg Chest
Xray survey beginning tomorrow and con-
fidently believe that by X-raying the approx-
imately 145000 adults in this county, they
can significantly reduce the number of cases
and the number of deaths from TB in this
county.

And what about Jung cancer? They're
looking for that, too. And while lung cancer
may be of secondary importance, it is the
most rapidly increasing variety of cancer.
Doctors expect to find 40 to 60 tumors in
the Charlotte-Mscklenburg survey.

Heart disease? Surveyors expect to tura

A lot of people have done a.lot of work
to make it possible for those of us in Meck-
Jenburg to have an opportunity for a no<cost
look into our chests. You've done your part,

=
From The Christion Science Monitor

oo, by paying taxes and contributing to
varioug“voluntary health agencies; for that
is how. aside from the approximately $100.-
000 outlay of the U. S Public Health Service,
the survey is financed

To return to that sign. which started this
chain of thought: it said “Get a Chest X-Ray”.

An excellent idea

CHANGING TUNES

NE THING about the Republicans, they

are more candid about the tie-up between
politics and the Post Office than some Dem-
ocrats were in recent years. After conferring
with Presidentelect Eisenhower and other
GOP leaders yesterday, Senator Knowland of
California announced an agreed-upon policy
on appointment of postmasters.

Tn the case of postmasters whose assign-
ment is in a single Congressional area. the
clearance will be with the appropriate mem-
ber of the House of Representatives.

A Brief History Of American
. Secrecy Regarding H-Bombs

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP J

- e ‘WASHINGTON hydrogen
recommendation.
) lifted a corner paper
s curtin o memingless affiial 190, importist reeareh
The siategic facu of s from e
the American people. Referriag to e
etok, be ‘has 3t Tst waroed us DUl & hydrogen
that “from now om, man moves mr—*l
into a new era of destructive pow- p.hna- the Soviet
er. "
We should all uﬂm
doubt, even for Thierring had
limited disclosure, supplemented
tally rather dr Some of those
it s still worth practical possibility,
paper curtain has that the American policy must be
clode the people altered. They urged that an at-
from decisions of tempt must be made to build these
tional import, and bombs forthwith. Otbers still op-
them facts of the posed such an attempt. .
significance. & m&vld-vu,‘:pdx
The theory debate was sharp. The mare
bomb, it must fluential scientists~ formed Into
was fully published wagring camps. So did the Atomic
trian  scientist, Energy Commission itself, where
shortly after the Commissioners Gordon Dean and
bomb was dropped Lewis Strauss were the chief ad-
Writing in Vienna, voestes of the bydrogen bomb
to classified A: while the then-chalrman,
of any kind avid E. Lilienthal, led the oppo-
whole basic sition 1o it. The service department
At that leaders naturally supported Dean
al Ms&nw.mmﬁ"m"q"’;
adopted W)
Snveribed a5 hand-wringing at-
titude.
This debate, which vu‘u“-ldl
carried on in whispers behin
closed doors, might have dragged
on almost indefinitely if these re-
porters had not brought this vital
national issue into the open.
H-BOMB WORK STARTED
President Truman them &
‘nounced, ymewhat aml
That he' had ordered the Atomic
mission to “
fts w the b
(which had nmlﬂhti)nchu:
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Fight Brews In ‘Dry’ Mississippi Shereafier, Gordon Dean replaced

Bootleg Liquor

By KENNETH TOLER

In The Atlanta Journal-Consti
JACKSON,
MISSISSIPPI'S 10 per cent black market
Y8 tax. termed “hypocritical” in view of the
state’s prohibition laws. is under fire in antici-

Miss.
liquor

TaxMayGo

requires proof of actusl sales. The fact that the
state recognizes the contrabrand by taxing it has
lso served as a deterrent to prosecutions.
Incidentally, the widow of the late Governor
Bailey is now collecting the tax. Mrs. Thomas L.
Bailey is the state tax collector and cr;:eu-g- n';:

pation of an extraordinary session of the Legisla- per cent “fee” or commission for
hare. levy. Out of the approximately $120,000 in “fees”
Gov. Hugh White, who as & member of the sne must pay all expenses because no state appro-

Legislature voted for the levy when it was en-
acted in 1044, plans to recommend its repeal to
the session contemplated in advance of the I
biennial assembly for equalizing the racially segre-
gated public school system.

The Governor's decision is being influenced
largely by pressure from the drys who contend
the tax gives liquor quasi-legal status and causes
judges to acquit known bootleggers. Also favor-
ing repeal are some of the liquor dealers who

priation for operation of the state’s lone fee-office
is provided.

It has been reported that the state tax collec-
for nets in excess a year as salary.
The governor gets $15.000. The remainder is.paid
out to office help, field agents and others in keep-

on_ship-
ments to legal dry Mississippi and this informa-
tion is the state basis for assessment of the tax on
the boo

Ties, Socks, Cigarettes ---

s
_ Now It's Eisenhower Soap

By FREDERICK C. OTHMAN

WASHINGTON  Harry regretted to say that he
wasn't the jnventor of this foamy
portraiture.’ A German figured it
Harry got out of the Army
maz, who woodered If T wouldat  oter the war, and finally wangied

to

consider the tax an additional lege™ for op- tley like to wash my hands
erating in some sections without Interference from " Although intended as a 10 per cent levy on the picce of his ‘s08p. T o Tiai Amaien ol o
law enforcement officers. sales, it is based on an assessment of about §3 a S “gbey A8 anto besiaes,
. . case. collected at the wholesale outlet. In some ‘This 'h?: no s o:"tut a dramatic thing happened, too.
Legislation Defeated sections the bootleggers ignore the tix and ap- s while exc 5 pude:  He was in 2 hurry to get back
OVERNOR WHITE also interprets last Sum. parently “get by” with it. m‘*“'l‘ W""mm pink into production before the elec-
mer's defeat of a reterendum for legalization The state tax collector in some cases uses an red necktie’ and an in. ton with two kinds of soap, one
of liquor on a countyoption basis as carrying ©id statute which permits padlock mjlmmlu:: to mM.h by uyiu. o cleaning up with Tke and the,
with it majority sentiment against the black-mar. force payment of the tax. Under that act, the fo-  SCEIBUIM Jh Biue, th
ket tax. He said he will include the issue among | s based on fallure o Py : Well, sir, some of the macklnery
subects to be presented to the extraordinary ses. 1 Privilege tax of $300 to the clty in which he S8 My man identified himselt as  TEL S SOUS O e mackmery
sion because the original mmtent of the tax to “curb” e, S0 40 the. vounty ob spers H; ; ont ol the oy making AT soup, O

In the case of of
to larger cities, where more than one Con-
gressional districts is involved the clear-
ance will be with Senators.

Thus the Republicans don't intend to foster
the fiction that postmasterships are non.
political, just because applicants have to take
Civil Service tests.

But still it was quite a shock to see the
GOP take such a bold stand. For we remem-
ber 2o well the position of Republican Con-
gressmen before political power was within
their grasp. Back when the Citizens Com-
mittee for the Hoover Report was trying to
remove Congressional influence over post-
masterships the Democrats balked—but seven
Republican members of the Post Office &
Civil Service Committee were stanchly behind
the Citizens Committee. “We believe.” they
said in a minority report. “that all (Hoover)
Commission's recommendations should be

. be placed in effect” .

Times change, and so do tunes. Su
some of the Democrats now will proclaim
their dedire for the Post Office changes they
blocked. and give the Republicans the job
of maintaining the status quo.

WHY UNIONS LOSE FRIENDS

AND AROUND New York has taken
place one more of those incidents which

work unless allowed also to put the huts
under contract labor.

to the state—a total of $1500.

bootlegging by making oytlets a matter of public e
reod T xlorcemet lrmcs B it S On Sty oot i by et o e g
. Te were about 1. retail Whole- 4 rf $ A
sie liquor dealers when fhe tax was enacted being used only on those bootleggers who refuse inte turned out, & good thing he did.
and there is still that number operating—and pay- 0 ;nybthe tax. He i Harry said “some other fellows,
ing the blackmarket tax fo the stae. i Bstiosney. soap. e said a8 2 matier of fact, vith beter luck in the mechani
ubernatorial recommendation for repeal of s 2 1 ere. all over town  cal department, managed to turn
the tax has been made three times snce 1046 Refused Injunction il sicm Bonorg Ercsiniim s i P B3
1nd rejected that many times by the Legislature,  ~y\NCELLOR Clark has also refused to issve  hower soap. So why not, said  and Adlai cigarettes. The Adlai
Largely because the stafe felt it needed the s1.200. (CHANCELLOR Clark fas Slio Relusfl o Bel® e S my Bands? smokes somedow draw Do custe-
000 annually derived in revenue from that source. el ). P Dl e grounds that local mers today, even among Demo-
Fact s, Governor White recommended. without ([0 (CCCcrent i the jurisdiction of Jocal law ene o b 110, (bey werent dity and  crply ung now theyire on sale at
success, its repeal w took_office an- - . % i ’
wry, i982. Former Gov. Fielding Wright tried o b s Bl e wash the percat o the gumers o R, pi ey thae's
t wi no success. cials wl .
D e urlay (i e O e el enfoncorment of the lnws I the  WON'T WASH OUT You can't wash your ha 5
tration of one 1 state's most ardent g
o ties. Despite. that, the atiorney general on d6 “Tngt™ replied Harry, “is the
the late Gov. Thomas L. Bailey. In approving it, i > that is why be considers 2
the late Governor Balley predicied ihe end of mand of local citizens has securednjunctions in  point. This is special, patented fortunste  industriast. Ike. s04p
widespread bootlegging because the names and ad. SVETAl COCTUSE WEL OO o aws can  %08P. The picture stays there, no  ought t o sell for at least four more
dresses of the dealers would be public record .  Assertng that be bas Shown PR U WS R matter how thin becomes 'the
for use by local law enforcement officas in @@ o jegs “checked" the issue fo the Legilature and  *veT: . Local merchants, said Harry,
Vg oy The . : May ask action from that source, However, numer. It developed that Harry's pres- are stocking up heavily on
Tax Collect aumhlomblbhlmuw-npm :mﬂ-l-vl-lhm-ﬂ;n:-m hower soap to retail at 10 cents
ax wide enforcement authority have consis 3 ; PO per bar, but the special size
HOWE\'E!L fhat has not turned out fo be the rejected by the Legistature, largely on the local  trait is protected from water, dirt, jsn't doing so well. Harry camnot
case because the names and addresses are still  self-government theory. The sheriffs in the 82  and friction by a mem-
available to officers if they want them That “evi- coun nu‘:dvr‘:vd. ’uu h.'e'::lmive law n‘l_-u;n brane ’:;e;m tr:.ml that k:: ’be'.dmumd aren'’t interested;
"™ has been presented to numerous grand officers on that K p creation D you'd think guests were
Juries, but few have indicted because mru law still authority 0 override them in their bailiwicks. actually isn't. Democrats,

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

Secretary Humphrey A Shrewd Businessm

County, Ore.. for derro-nickel facilities.

E man who will collect your taxes in the

A3 2 result, men of the antiaircraft com-
mand are belatedly putting up for thenmelves
tents on Quonset frames. which afford less

give to earnest friends of trade
unions. ¢
The Army. in its efforts to house troops

s thom agsinal the growing chlll of Winter, vy o0y more, and unions will lose friends
as had to give up the. erection of prefabri- hnn:’,dwmuum"mm
ested Winter buts by the soldiers them- work” and on resistance to constréction prog-
eives. This was due to the refusal of union ress at a time when there are in general
‘construction workers 1o do other nesded more jobs than there are carpenters.

Administration. who will partially determine how were granted by a Democratic Administration. But later, NOTHER example: ‘Theight NRA
much those taxes are. and who will have a major voice When he i of the Treasury, and when Ammel en-p::ﬁ'd':uq h'wm
in the question of inflation. deflation, to ‘Europé his many companies and their subsidiaries come up fOf Jimit the building of hearth furnaces to the
and borrowing at home, is 3 modest, unputlicized t benefits, a5 is inevitable, the situation may started by company. They didn't want more
man from Cleveland. Ohio. prove embarrassing. i fuenaces built. But after the code had been adopted, other
rge M. Hum . the new Secretary of the Treas- steel companies discovered that had predicted
ury, s chairman of seven big corporatirs, president of Second Andy Mellon? this Happen and aready had 1ok down new
three. and on the board of directors of 34. They total - : Muﬂdtyhmxuhﬂmhm"m
assets of 26 billion—also as much as the national budget [\O one quite like Humphrey has sat In the Cabinet since = : s
prior to the Roosevelt Administration. the days of Andrew W. M Born in Michigan 63 "“Hﬂﬂl’hzm'l!nhdlh'hu-‘h e,
Looking over Mr. Humphrey's record and his pros- Years ago, Hum life as a small town Michigan ﬂhmth. nwh-ml.dﬁsnm
pective colleagues in the Cabinet. you came to this con- . to b e e M A i ot mneects Mickigen. And. slfhongh he'had %o
clusion: General picked a o:':"?"?‘:::‘ o the W‘m um«&h&mm;:d?m
i v ! political was the power ore
acrase et e S b SR BN Sy SRR ML Bl
of 4 B Ve , Hard- n ore
P il eeioen 1y et warvie Gotet ore boats and. delivering it to fthe steel tource of are for American steel mills. i :
in this country it won't be because E has picked Ohio and . L Humphrey has looked ahead en other
-raters. » Humphrey, however, saw no reason why his company mmurv-muhmm:: In-
3 ~ = should process the ore as well as deliver it; 5o, just dustrial Rayon Co. He decided the coal business a
Big Holding Company . before the depression, he put together the National Steel * borrible mess, both inefficient and undercapif So
new Secretary of the Treasury + the first Co- There couldn't have been a worse time to start a mew  he together the Consolidation Coal Co. of the Rock-
team. With almost no fanfare, he bas built up one of Siecl company. Nevertheless, National Steel not ealy o 1he Pitsburgh Coal Oo. of the Mellons,
the bigger holding corparations of the nation. The M. A.. trathered the storm better fhan olest managed,’  the poft coul properties of his own Hanna Co. to form
Co.. which he controls the biggest coal com. but was generally admitied to bave {he dlgsest coal company in the world—Pitisburgh
n (e world, stmship companics, steel milly, - About (his time i became wpparsat fhat Gerree Bes Tk
rayon factories, vast ore deposits. a sugar compamy, installed some most
one of the biggest banks in Cleveland. T e coal mining machinery in the word. and in 1097 1o
background has the advantage of bringing great instance, the most Profit- johy [ Lewis' United Mine Workers a record in-
ability to government. but it also puis 5 Cabinet member able part of the average sieel company was the Unplale' ¢repe of 45 cénts an hour, plus welfare fund, plog’ al-
nm:-mh(elrnndbhhmmnmm m-!&nﬂm dl“?:m most everything else Lewis asked for.
e weel Kre: 4 ® 3 0 »
e compiaies swand hy the futare w“""a' e _ oy had bult ihe compuns wit the tnpiate shorage n et iy, 4L Demicst comidired e » kel
Treasury received tax write-offs of more than $32 million. ~ mind. E i -g‘:!m Humphrey - . b.“mh
tax write-off was on an iron ore project in Dickin- The steel industry also woke up fo find that their , 3 has not X
son Cousty. Michigy, oo which the Binss OmiOrs - blgsest customer tvas the Detrolt automoblle indutey.. - = Thie fs Just bart of the remarkhile cooste of be
Co. got a 75 cent tax amortization op a $1L345,000 But they also woke up to find-that Humphrey was aheadl pew Secretary of Treasury. More about him,
investment. other was a 70 per cent writeoff on of them. He had set up his Great Lakes Steel Corpors- some of his handicaps and some predictions on
$22 million to the Hanna Coal & Ore Co. in Douglts tion right in Detroit for that purpose. olicies, follows tomorrow. v
\
e ¥ { ;
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