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PRIMARIES HAVE SHORTCOMINGS, TOO

' SUGGESTED Democratic platform plank
calling for nationwide preferential Presh
dential primaries bas a meritorious purpose,
1 e, to give the people a biggen voice in
choosing the rival candidates for the U. §.
Presidency. But unless the proposed law
remedies the basic defects of the present
rather meaningless primary system, it would
be of dubious value.

Those defects are many:

1. There is nn uniformity in present state
primary laws. Some states require the con-
sent of candidates; others do not. In some
states, primaries are limited to avowed party
members: in others, voters can jump party
lines. Some states dllow writein votes;
others do not

2. Participation in primaries is likely to
be much smaller than in general elections,
and hence state and local machines may
dominate them.

3. In most cases, independent voters do
not participate in party primariés, yet it is
the independent voter who has swung every
election since 1940,

4 Primaries are seattered over too long a
period—more than three morths—making it
difficult to evaluate the lmper of the volerl
accurately.

5. Primaries today seldom include lll
major candidates. Because of his role in
Europe, General Fisenhower stayed out of
most of the Republican primaries. President
Truman discouraged most of his loyal fol-
lowers from entering contests, only to with-
draw later himself. Without a full listing of
all candidates, the primaries give an unreal
picture of voter sentiment.

6. The “standin” and the “favorite son™
techniques thwart the very purpose of the

Presidential primaries. They are simply
devices for holdipg a state's delegate strength
until the state machine decides which way
to throw it

The alternative to the preferential primary
is the time-worn convention system, which
lends itself to abuse by party bosses. Yet
Abraham Lincoln, Grover Cleveland, Teddy
Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson. and Franklin
D Roosevelt were products of the convention
system, just as were William McKinley, War.
ren Harding, and Harry Truman.

Nominating conventions have glaring im-
perfections, and they. were revealed to the
American people this year more clearly than
ever before. But a mere change to nationwide
preferential primaries will not be a major
improvement unless (1) all states hold them
at the same time and under the same rules,
(2) all candidates are entered in all -pri-
maries, and (3) a larger crosssection of the
voting population participates.

SQUAWKERS

HE STORY'S old stuff by now, but none

the less we call your attention to the
piece reprinted below the cartoon on this
page tloday.

1t's the l-m&* of Rep. Norris Cotton of
New Hampshire.JLike many another member
of Congress, he tried to cut Federal spend-
ing this year. And, as usual, he got plenty
of criticism and little praise.

It may be human nature not to holler until
your toe Is stepped on. But Federal spending
will never be reduced unless those who foot
the bill make just as much noise as those _
who are on the Federal pay roll.

TOWARD BETTER UNDERSTAND

AST NIGHT the members of a Chamber

of Commerce study committee sat down -
with Mayor Victor Shaw, City Manager
Henry Yancey, and members of the City
Council to talk over Charlotte’s $8,000,000
budget.

Both groups got a great deal out of the
meeting. The businessmen found out that
the affairs of government cannot he handled
on quite the same basis as a private business;
the.members of the Council found out that
there is & deep concern among all taxpayers
@ver the steadily mounting costs of govern-
ment at all levels. Both groups understood
each other better when the long session was
over than they had at its beginning.

Out of the discussion, there Appuud n.
be one real achievement. The study com:
tee members recommended, as this na\u-
paper has done in the past, that a job classi-
fication system be established in the City
Government that would fix fair compensation
for the kind of work done. Council members
Indicated their approval of the idea. Such
a system would
ployee would be either underpaid or over-
paid, and it would free the Council from the
heavy pressure for salary Increases brought
by city employees each budget-making time.
The Council’s system in the past has been
to hand out blanket percentage increases in
a willy nilly fashion, a procedure that merely
heightened inequities that already existed.
It is a costly and inefficient way to pay
public servants who merit no more, nor no
less, than their jobs are worth, and whose
salaries ought to be in line with equilavent
salaries in private enterprise.

Other than that, last night's interesting
session understanding  all

ated "\"OI
around lmmm again the very sound _

fact that local government, being closer to
the taxpayers, is hence more accessible and

guaggntee that no city em- *

more aménable to suggestion than l(lll or
national government.

It demonstrated, further, that citizens
ought to take a closer interest in their gov-
ernment. As a general rule, the people of
Charlotte pay little attention to their local
governments except (1) when they want
City funds for some project, (2) when they
object to some other project that hits them
personally. Had they all listened in on last
night's discussion, they would better realize
that there is great room for more intelligent
and more constructive interest in public
affairs,

STRAW IN THE WIND

'WO YEARS AGO, Sheriff C. E. Sasser of

Horry County, §. C., rounded up a group
of nightfiders aftet a Ku Klux Klan outing
near Myrtle Beach resulted in a raid on a
Negro dance hall and the death of a Klans-
man. The grand jury refused to indict

Later, Sasser's deputies arrested a group
of Klansmen who had gathered at a Horry
County Church and charged them with
violating an anti-masking law. Again indict-
ments fell through.

The Klan has sworn to get Sasser. It is
reported to have taken an active part in the
campaign leading up to last weék's primary
election fer Horry County Sheriff.

Yet Sasser led the eightman field, was
more than 1.000 votes out in front of his
Aosest competitor.

It was a straw in the wind, indicating that
the prnplr of Horry County are waking up
to the evil menace of the Klan. They can
give the Klan and its leader, Thomas L.
Hamilton, the back of their hands by nom-
inating Sheriff Sasser by an overwhelming
majority in the runoff primary

APPLYING THE SQUEEZE IN KOREA

ONG AGO we learned not to be optimistie
about the progress of the Korean truce
talks. Shortly after they opened, more than
a year ago, it became nppaml mn m-
C didn't want a
stice, though they did 'llll the ll‘h!lnl ln
end.

Apparently the renewed pressure is the
direct result of a basic decision taken in
Washington. That decision is to make the
truce stalemate steadily more costly to the
Communists, short of a resumption of ground
fighting, in an effort to force a final settle

Problems Of A Congressman

“There Must Be Some Better Way To Do This’

Budget Cuts St|r0utcry

entitled to_annual

jorris Cotton,
New Hampshire, Illl many
Con| writes report on Washington  taking it in c

of the toil, the doubts, lh\l-t and the Immle
Joy that were the ot of one group of Co:

men who earnestly tried to reduce Federal lptnd-
ing. Editors, The News.)

WHE.‘J the independent offices appropriation bill
for 1953 passed the House, the seven members

of our subcommittee -tottered out of the chamber,

groggy from eight weeks of preparation and three
days of battle on the floor.

It was a hard-boiled economy bill that really cut
to the bone. It was the boldest assault on spending
1 have known since (I.chme to Congress. 1 am
proud that we presented it and jubilant that we
passed it, but 1 am bruised by the battering we
received.

Boiled dn-w this is what we did: Our slice of lhe

eall “antouchables,” ance,
pensions and other |l!'ll|l ﬁnd I\y ll' lmi beyond
ml control. That left only $4.250,000,000 for us to
ork on. We cut it nearly $1.000.000.000 for this year,
IM nailed rid on the bill that can save $500.
000,000 annually for many years to come. We abol-
ished jobs, cut travel allowances, reduced nublic
ousing units, stopped the payment of cash to
Government employees in liew of annual leave. and
pruned and trimmed in every nook and cranny we
could find. Not bad, eh* — I-ul oh, the outery!

CYTEEL your heart and |lnlrn to the sad story of

what happens to Congressmen when they real-

ly cut qwndlnn instead of just talking about it.

Ve cut the President's emergency fund, and

ﬂghl off membrr! shouted “For shame, you are
playing polities ™

2. We cut the Atomic Energy Commission less
(hln fourteen per cent of all they asked for, and
were accused of striking at the heart of nation:

ense

3. We refused part of the funds requested for
the National Science Foundation ($2.000.000,000 is
already being spent for research each year) and were
warned that all future fatalities from: plague to
pestilence could be laid at our door.

4 We reduced public housing which costs $336.
000.000 snnually, and whose planners alone have
jumped from 143 to 1400, and they said we had
Po recard for the underprivileged.

5 The largest lump in our bill was for the Vet
erans Administration, running over $4.000.000.
Where could we curtail it safelv® Certainly not hy
removing doctors or nurses or hospital attendants
We finally cut 1,000 nonmedical jobs from the
180,000 total. This meant further reduction in con-
tact offices. Every service nrlnnlllnnn descended
upon us. Letters and telegrams poured in. We were
branded as enemies of the veteran, and the amount
was restored by the House.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

lu\e They have been lemng it sccamulate and
we already owed
$100,000,000 to be paid ll they left Ihl Government
service. We didn't take . day away from any of
them but provided that in the future they must
use their leave each year or forfeit it, and no cash
payments. This will save $125,000.000 a year for the
taxpayer. It seemed like the whole 2,000,000 Govern-
ment clerks protested. We were stormed at on the
floor. Members cried out in anguish because an em-
ployee from a distant state might not have time
to go home unless he could accumulate two or three
years' leave.

1. The Battle Monuments Commission cares for our
cemeteries abroad. It plans to build fifteen memorial
chapels. We gave every cent asked to keep the
graves and cemeteries green and beautiful hllt de-
layed the beginning of any new memorials durinj
the present emergency. We were assailed hmmy
for failing to honor our dead.

8. We included legislation directing agencies to
charge fees whenever just and feasible from
or corporations mmm. licenses or franchises
the Government. That meant, for instance, that a
radio station asking for a franchise would contribute
tn the cost of the processing of the application by
FCC rather than the taxpayer footing the whole bill.
When it was learned thet the Securities Commis-
sion might decide to charge a fee for licensing stock-
brokers, several members ne; a fit.

UPPOSE the folks really want ecomomy. but
as T sit here at my desk the morning after,
surrounded by the debris of the battlefield — letters
and telegrams from labor arganizations, veterans’ or-

Taft And Friends Were Set
To Start M’Arthur Putsch

i
St |
;gikggi;lé

ice Presidential nominee, to

puhlkn party. But Sen. Henry
Cabot Lodge and others, for the
nu-llbmilhn.htnwud
n-nm.mm
Ebmhnr deputed to them
u-nmdnn-lm And so

A‘lhl. Gﬂ. Dwtln IltAﬂbl!
came much closer
an important n-mm That most

suppose.
T2 this spece. . Gav. Jokn Fine of
Pennsylvania had made his vital

Now the hope was for an inde-
cisive first ballot, which would not
nominate Gen. Eisenhower,

would Sen, Taft that he
had better withdraw. After a
ballot, it was hoped Sena-

had happened, a great many Penn-
lylvull votes would have broken

isenhower to MacArthur on
lhnenballot.-hﬂhr&mm

strength to the general. So the
balloting was wt off until the next
day, the Eisenhower gains
‘made victory a certainty,

No Single Answer Explains
Eisenhower Chicago Victory

By JAMES MARLOW

By JAMES MARLOW

there were
at work in Chicago.
For example, it
Eisenhower’s win wa
of the internationalist over
wi

the triumph
the

ganizations. scientists. housing exp and Gov-
ernment clerks containing everything from a mild
reproach to » lusty damn, T can see why we
soaking the taxpayer — he's the only one who doesn't
squawk. Maybe he hasn't the price left for a tele-
gram or even a postage stamp.

Puzzle Departman&
we-Le:

ader)
There is a_great deal to be said, though we
hesitate w say it, for the point of view expressed
by three customs officials out in Los Angeles.
When they got to a shipment consigned to Frank
Perls, an art dealer, they came across a curious
whatiisit which they labeled. after some delibera-
tion, “packing material” and hence subject to duty.
Perls objected. It wasn’t packing ma-
terial, he said, it was a poster by French Painter
Henri Malisse. Finally the customs people, like
most of us in the present of an art expert, sim-
ply surrendered. They said okay it was art, no
duty, and take it away.
These incidents come along all
and our sympathy alwa; with
customs inspectors and 1
stares at some abstractil
ders it it's right side up.

the “time,
the baffled

rests
T dumb galoot who

poor
in a gallery and wom.
.

y. Isolationism versus inler-
pationalism was certainly an
ment in the dele‘nn' mmn. bul
surely not the only one.
OLD VS. NEW GUAID
It has been said BILLV that Ei-
er's victory was the tri-
umph of the younger -m of the
party over the Old Guard. M cu-
cago it was.
ml triumph will be shown
s next year if the Republicans
win a majority of the seats.

But there were other, and im-
poﬂlnl forces working in Chi.
igo: a large chunk of person:
Selt tnteres among the delmm
themselves; morality! some smart
political tactics and some wret:
ones; perhaps some symbélism;

lnd faith; and hate.

It is possible a nljariu of the

M for my o! the delegates—
those holding city or state offices

ning in November. The answer was
important to the delegates with
stake in jobs, for a Republ)
sweep would carry them in,«
Democratic nncp mi l
them out.

Then there was th moral issue.
Eisenhower

selves as being on the side of the
angels. They made such a strong
pmu they seemed to be confront-

the delegates with a choice be-

they had no real issue in the fight
with Taft, nzvpl perhaps in for-
eign affairs.

And at every step the bumbling
‘Taftites pllM into their hands by
trying to use brute force to crush
Euenho i

weren't alienated by the Taftites
‘ware at least made self-conscious.

Congress Rushed Through Some Sleepers ¥

ment og the prisoner repatriation issue
og

U. N. aif forces have been heavily rein-
forced. Ground reserves have been built up.
For the first time since the truce talks be-
gan, the U N. command is taking the initia-
tive in the Korean War. It involves, of course,
a calculated risk—that the Chinese might
launch a new major ground offensive. It is
a risk, we believe, that the American people
are willing to take in an effort to bring the
Korean War to a decisive end.

Acting in good faith, the United Nations
command eased the military pressure. Ground
fighting was limited to patrol skirmishes:
air attacks were carried out with less than
full strength and power.

Since the strikes at the Yalu River dams,
the U. N. has been_ getting tougher. The
big raid on Pyongyang. N. Korean capital,
brought yelps of anger from the Red radio.
Yesterday, U. ', planes staged one of their
beaviest attacks on Red front line positions.

From The St. Lowis Post-Dispatch
TO THE REAR MARCH!

EN. EISENHOWER said a few days ago

that the Republicans should not attempt
fo turn the clock back, that they could clean
the works without throwing them out. Well,
the GOP has turned the clock back in Illinois.
It has named as its national committeeman
{rom Lincoln's state none other than C. Way-
land (Curly) Brooks. As a Semator from

400,000 votes. Surely it is a strange way to
catch up with the political times by going
back to Wayland Brooks!

What success the Atlantic treaty nations
will have in getting millions of French and
Germans into one uniform we don't know,
but we have seen supply sergeants who
would try.—Kansas City Star.

Fifteen hundred women have responded

to a man's advertisement that he has $28,000

wants a wife. It seems they know when

s well off, even if he doun‘b—:nuuh
(Gt-)

‘WASHINGTON

'ONGRESS was in such a hnrry to pack up and go to

4 the conventions that legislation was ground out in

wholesale lots without investigation or debate. Most Sena-

tors and Representatives had no idea what they were voting

on. As a result, several sleepers sijpped through, as fol-

lows®

Tax gravy—Senator Geom of Georgia introduced 2

fits tax supposed

o adjust the rates for lnbnu!on of lln(exlc metals. Sig-

mhunlly however, the amendment was tailormade to re-

duce the taxes of one brass company of Bridgeport, Conn.,

whose owner happens to be Herman Steinkraus, oulpm.
president of the U. S. Chamber of Commerce. George has

been close to Ellsworth Alvord, tax adviser of the

of Maryland tried

Willmore
u«.mu claim. It so hap-
pens. that the claim had llrudy been turned down by
Court of (‘lnm‘l the U. S. District lerL In hcl.;:a

was

claim an!

to investy the Wilimore Co. for llklcd fraud. Yet Con-
gressman Beall tried to get Congress to pay the claim

that the FBI is now investigating as fraudulent. Fortunate-

Iy he failed.

Booby Trap
. Airline gravy — The big airlines almost booby
trapped the small airlines with a bill that would have pul
them out of business. It would have allowed the Civil
Aeronautics Board to slap $1.000 fines on the small, un-
lcbedula} lines for miner
For

would bat
the CAB to fine the little lines,

The bill was drafted by Ed Sweeney, well known as
the big airlines’ friend on the Senate aviation subcommit-
tee staff. In order to fool the Senators, Sweeney prepared
a report declaring that the Comptroller-General and At-
torney General were in favor of the bill. This was not
true. In the end, Senator Sparkman exposed sleeper

and blocked it on the Senate floor.

G. I. Bonus
I\' contrast to the way private bills benefiting a few peo-
ple were sneaked through Congress, here is the play-by-
plly story of a tough, two-year-battle to secure a combat
us for G.I's in Korea.

Al.moll two years ago, September, 1050, this columnist
pointed to the unfairness of a m system which
gave extra risk bonuses to pilots and submarine
but none to the boys in the foxholes. Sen. Tom Connally
of Texas took up the cudgels by inserting the columa in
the Congressional Record, following which Sem. Dick
Russell of Georgia introduced a bill giving a $50-a-month
combat bonus. Russell did his best to push the bill, but
was {inally defeated in his own Armed Services Commil-

tee.
At this point, three young Senators took n'p m mdlel.l
for the G.'s—Moody of Michigan, Long of
and Monroney of Oklahoma, all Democrats.

Since under Senate rules it is impossible for "u
chairman of a committee to appeal a bill to the full
ate if it has been defeated in his committee, Long, 'uh
Russell's blessings, made such an appeal. He brought
the combat bonus bill out on the Senate floor, where it
was defeated. Some of the same Senators maneuvered
backstage to slip private bills through Congress during
the recent session voted against the G.L's in Korea.

Moody Rider
HOWE\'EI. Senator Moody, undiscouraged, adopted a
new tack. In order to get a new vote he reduced the

bonus from $50 to $45 a month, then demanded a rol
call. This meant that every Senator -mnd hnu m llnd
up and be counted for or against the G. turally,
none wanted a roll call vote, so the e(mbll bonuu was
passed at $45 monthly.

the House of Representatives the bill was
kmmunn economizers turned thumbs down. How-
ever. Senator Moody filed notice that when the mmury
p-pwpdnum bill came up he would move to suspend
the rules in order to attach a “foxhole rider” to the bill.
This il a llﬂleﬂll thing to do, because the “foxhole rider,”
bonus, meant completely new kmlluon and

or comba
mld require a I'\ﬁplnh vote of approval if a single
Senator objected. :

To make sure he vou,lnty.wul
the support of Sen. Styles Brid
Hampshire, and his friends Long and Monroney, ul-
phoned more than of the Senate and

where

of Pennsylvania, members of the Joint Commi
tary Appropriations, went to bat. At first they failed. In
the privacy of the committee, the vote went against them.

m friends of the G.I. did not stop.

enlkted the Mlp of ll.ljomy Leader John Me-
Conmd of Massachusetts, Sieminski of New
Jersey, a Korea veteran, umh Rabaut and Thaddeus
Machrowize of Detroit, all Democrats; M¥ Edith Nourse
Rogers of They to
rury the fight to the floor of the House, where every
would have to stand up and vote for or

astute leadership of Moody and

of Wyoming, final-
through. It is now a matter
checks to G.L's in the foxholes should
soon.

-



