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THE REPUBLICAN PLATFORM

FHE Republican Presidential nominee may

pay'no more attention to the parly plat-
form than the delegates did yesterday after-_
noon when it was read and perfunctorily ac
cepted. Platforms are usually lightly regardeds
after the convention. They are a vehicle for
condemnation of the opposition and rosy
promises by the writers.

In these respects the document agreed to
yesterday runs true to form. According to
it, the Democrat’s goal is “national social-
jsm”, Its leaders have “no foreign policy”.
They are “without will to victory” in Korea
The Bragoan Plan aims to “socialize agri-
culture *

The Republicans, on the other hand. will
“put-an end, to corruption”. They believe
they can brifig about “peace” and “solvency
Areas of wide disagreement within the party
have been breached by skillfully constructed
ambiguous phrases.

That being said, realistically rather than
eynically, certain broad and encouraging con-
clusions may be drawn from some parts of
the platform. Vestiges of the party's isola-
tionism are few. The MacArthurHoover
school, with its distrust of collective secirity
and the U, N., is rejected. Far Easterners will
find that the Republicans disagree with what
is called the Admidistration’s “Asia last” pol-
icy, but will look in vain for promises of
needed technical assistance.  *

The platform favors expansion of world

* trade,_but assumes that the mote is only in

the eye ol our buyers. It presses for “elim-
ination of discriminatory practices against
our exports. . " with no mention of our
considerable restrictive tariffs and laws,
UMT is not mentioned. The alrground
army controversy is neatly encompassed with
the phrase “Defense . . . requires the quickest
possible development of appropriate and com-
pletely adequate air power and the simul-

taneous readiness of co-ordinated air; land
and sea forces, with all necessary installa-
tions, bases. supplies and munitions, in-
cluding atomic energy weapons in abun-
dance ™ Despite this rather ambitious mili-
tary program. “the budget will be balanced
and a general tax reduction can be made”.
In other fields the platform proposes:
An “expanded soil conservation program
«+ . expanded agricultural research.”
“Retention of the Taft-Hartley Act .. ."
(with) adoption of such amendments as time
and experience show to be desirable . . "
The Republicans would enact “federal leg-

islation to further just and equitable tr

ment in the area of discriminatory emplo;
ment practices A Negro delegate. in an-
nouncing the decision of Negro Republicans

to not contest this said they interpreted the
platform as being favorable to an FEPC.
This plank. however, is quite different from
the 1944 GOP pledge to establish “by federal
Fair E

a
Practices Commission.”

The principles of farmer cooperatives,
rural electrication, “federallyassisted produc-
tion of power . . . when not adequately avail-
able through private enterprise. . " were
endorsed, as was stockpiling of strategic raw
materials.

“All.powerful federal socialistic valley au-
thorgties” were “vigorously opposed” “Rea-

sopabig (mineral) depletion allowances™ and
state control‘of so-<alled tidelands oil are fa-
v

o
Considering the bitter differences between
the two main GOP factions, the platform is
probably about as solid a document as could
be agreed 1o. There's lots of room in it for
interpretation by the candidate as he chooses.
And, after all. it is the candidate, not the
platform, who will delineate the pariy's cause.

TAFT'S PHANTOMS FAILED AGAIN

COUPLE of days go, we showed by an

analysis of Monday's vote on the “Fair
Play” rules amendment that the Re-
publicans were overwhelmingly pro-Eisen-
hower, and that Senator Tall's socalled
strength stemmed mainly from phantom Re-
publican parties. ‘s 2124 vote

1. Cast 14,470,300 Republican votes in 1948,
two-thirds of the total Republican popular
vote in that presidential election:

2. Gave the Republican Party 185 of its
189 electoral votes in 1948;

3. Included 12 of the 16 states that went

on the Texas dispute before the credentials
committee illustrates even more clearly how
an astute politician can build phantom sup-
port into major strength. .

‘Two states, Georgia and Texas, could not
vote in the credentials committee. The 27
pro-Taft voles came from 23 states, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto
Rico. The 24 pro-Eisenhower votes came
from 23 states dnd the Virgin Islands.

Hence, the winning margin for the Taft
forces came from three insular possessions
that don't even participate in U, S. elections!

Now look at it from another direction. The ~
23 states that took the side

p in 1948;

4. Elected 16 of the 25 Republican gover-
nors now in office; ¢

Yet they were outvoted 27:24 by 23 states,
all but four of which went Democratic. in
1948, and by three possessions and the Dis-
trict of €olumbia, none of which has any
electoral votes!

The full convention had no alternative but
to overrule its Taft-packed credentials com-
mittee. Had it failed to do so, it would have
(1) put its stamp of approval on one of the
grossest election frauds fn all U. §: political
history, and (2) let a tight phantom minority

of the Texas dispute:

run over the vast majority of
the real U. S. Republicans.

PROGRESS IN GOVERNMENT REORGANIZATION

HREE years and three months ago a Cit-
zens Committee was formed, with its
objective the

the improvement of the machinery of Con-
gress.

o
regarding reorganization of the executive
branch of the government, which resulted
from a two year survey by the Hoover Com-
mission.

Last weekend the Citizens Committee
ceased operation, at least for the duration
of the campaign, its bipartisan leaders being
practical men who did not want to endanger
their excellent record of co-operation.

ig Titizens Committee, in our opinion,
i he nation’ a magnificent service.
Here me of the major changes accom-

plished largely through its effort

The Army, Navy and Air Force were
merged under the Department of Defense.
~Three independent purchasing agencies
were merged. The services now use a single
supply catalogue.

Accounting practices were modernized, and
the more understandable “performance™
budget was adopted.

Tax collection was decentralized and col-
lectors were placed under Civil Service.

Other changes, with resulting economy and
efficiency, were made in the fields of per™
sonnel management, the post office, veteran
affairs and federal medical activities. Not
all of the Commission's recommendations in
these fields were adopted, by any means. But,
according to the Citizens Committee's re-
search director, Robert L. L. McCormick,
identifiable economies of over $12 billion
sre now being realized. an eventual annual
saving of $4 billion will result. He estimates
that 70 per cent of the Commission's plans
were adopted.

In several fields, unfortunately, Congress
refused to enact worthwhile legislation. Pow-
erful lobbies prevented transfer of the pork
harrel civil functions of the Army Engineers
to the Departmeat of Interior. Patronage
stil dictates the appointment of many post-
masters. The Veterans Administration is still
1 dcbound by bureaucracy. The creation of a
united medical administration and stream-
lining of the Department of Agriculture were
stymied.

We most sincerely urge the men and women
who led the Citizens Committee to keep
hammering on these stillneeded changes
after the election. And we hope other per-
sons interested in the somefimes dull but
always worthwhile improyement of the Fed-

eral Government will consider formation “of -

a similar citizen orgapization dedicated to

C are reluctant to abandon time-
consuming non-efecteic voting. The seniority
(senility) system of choosing committee
chairmen should be abolished. Congress Is

Looks Like We Filled Every Seat In The Bleachers

Taft And His Reckless Crew
- Cooked Their Own Goose

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

| People’s Platform -

.
Letters should be brief. The writer's name and address must be given, but may be withheld
from publication in the discretion of the Editors. The News reserves the right to condense.

Taft Doesn’t Have It States 04 any olher couires — or between any

countries. the atomic power we are now

CHERAW, 8. C.  putting to for destructive were pro-

Editors, Tws Nrws: ducing industrial goods for consumption.
ENATOR Taft, in fhe opinion of the masses of Suppose there were no trade barriers and each na-
our citizens, has not proven himself capable tion produced only such articles as'it could best

of
our country can ‘exist alone in the world, which it
cannot as we all know.

He does not seem to want anything but an Air
Force. His attitude toward the great masses
our working people he has shown in lots of the bills
he has supported. tions.

1 am a Democrat but if we have a Republican T 1 f thes

trust it won't be Senator Taft. I wish to ask anyone fer our capitalists and feel ant stic to us?
who labors for his living to not those who have anything to gain by pitting

it seems are only interested in a privileged few. .o, us?

Let's re-electthe present party, which has belped 0" 1t fear Russia?

all of our peaple, big and little, rich and poor.

As it says in the Good Book we should help others,
therefore 1 don’t think anyone should find 5o
much fault in helping other nations of peoples who
-dmhbbh;d'::v'm;dllmb‘d. Let's

mﬁl‘ ars. 1 say
e oo e Feads in’ shame. So
Jet's not elect Taft. Elect Stevenson, Truman, War- oo muy nNews:

Gaeral’ o 3.A.GRAHAM  JOHN WESLEY said: *Condemn no man for not

: thinking as you think. Let everyone enjoy the

full and free liberty of thinking for himself . . .*
These wise words are good advice for us.
The parable of the Good Samaritan clearly indi-
cates our . The faith of the despised
member of an allegedly inferior race was approved.

Segregation Unchristian- e

Reserve System Unfair

Editors. Twe Nrws:
WS is to

MT. HOLLY
be congratulated for printing

HE ) 1 4
Robert C. Ruark's recent column concerning  However. the professional piety of the formal reli-
the recall of veterans of World War 1. Too little  gionists was rejected

There can be no unity of purpose in America
so long as division is maintained by custom, so-
cial pressure and unconstitutional legislation. Ethi-
cal concepts should convince us that segregation
is wrong in principle. It is evil per se. Separate
facilities necessarily preclude equality,

—REV. ORA W. EADS

has been written
serve system.

Du':'lnl World War Il thousands of young
men's lives were - interrupted, often for several
years, in order to fight for our country. They
did not complain.

ther thousands of boys came of military age

at the end of the war and were fortunate enou
not to be pressed into service. These boys were able
to finish school, marry and start their businesses
uninterrupted. 1Is it not more fair for them, rather
than veteral ther wars, to be called into
service now?

about the injustice of the re

Does Anybody Know Anythu:,gn?_m SR,

Editors, Twe Nrws:
HAVE before me your editorial page of the

that men who

making huge appropriations with
century methods, inadequate staffs. Congress,
always susceptible to lobbies, needs organ-
ized pressure from citizens fed up with its
haphazard inefficiency.

‘FARMER BOB’

$ a general rule. members of Congress

will say nice things about each other at
the drop of & gavel. Its all a part of the
“club™ atmosphere, and virtually any event,
be it in unusual honor, an anniversary. a
retirement, or what have you, will prompt
paens of praise.

As we read The Congressional Record ace
counts of the tributes to North Carolina’s
Robert L. Doughton, howgygr. it seemed that
they were more than flowery phrases. One
after another, members of the House paid
their respects to the retiring thairman of
the key Ways & Means Committee. The
sentiments they voiced “were obviously sin-
cere, reflecting the high esteem in which the
old gent is held by his colleagues.

“Farmer Bob™ has been more than a Con-
gressmin; he has been, and still is, an insti-
tution.
himself out to pasture in the hills of North
Carolina, that his“fellow citizens think just
s highly of him as do his Congressional col-
leagues, even though they may not be able
1o express their esteem quite so eloquently.

The doctor came out of the bedroom to the
anxious wife. “Frankly," he said, “1 dont
like the way your husband looks at all™
“I don't either, Doc," the wife replied. “but
he’s nice to the kids."—Lamar (Mo.) Dem-
ocrat.

During Spring cleaning there is no place
like home. except a battlefield. —Kingsport
(Tenn.) Times.

A “gorgeous” Italian film star-has won a
suit brought against a newspaper which erit-
icizted her costume and her acting. Did it
say there was not enough of either?—Arkan-
203 Gazette.

issue of June 30, the editorial page of U. S.
News and World Report of the issue of July 4,
and Walter Lippmann's comment on the situa-
tion in Europe mow, and when I try to compre-
hend the total of what is said in these pages, 1
am literally overwhelmed with a feeling of frus-
tration. D anyone know a blamed thing about
what he is saying? I wonder.

LOTTE Now, 1 do not know whether Taft or Eisen-

hower is the better man to handle the present
s?) situation for us. The truth is that neither can say
what he will or will not do. Nejther knows what
he can do. We gave Russia the power of mitia-
tive in both Europe and Asia What we and our
associates cal do now and for a

long time to
come depends upon what Russia dobs. —Se
JORN W. X

Our is
survived World War I stretch their luck further.
For. too many, luck has not stretched. They will
never return. The loss of their lives cannot be

tified.
L —(MRS.) THOMAS H. SANFORD JR.

Suppositions And QueshonsC -

Editors, Tar Nws:
D AY 1 make suppositions and then ask question:
When you have read these interrogations, you

will be certain that 1 do not know the answors.
am wondering how differently people may answer
them.

Suppose there were no hostilities between Russia
and the rest of the world or between the United

Drew Pearson’s
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that public can take
the steam out of almost any steam.
roller, at t in this eountry. In

ven
(which Senator Taft's lieutenant:
150

any-
thing. And above all, he clasped
to his bosom Sen. Joseph R. Mec-
Carthy and all that mouth-froth-
ing right wing of the Republican
Party that makes a hero of Me-

Carthy.
MODERATES ALIENATED

Thus Taft alienated all moderate
Republicans. Thus he provided, b;
his own act, the real motive power
for the Eisenhower movemeat.

Then consider act two. The Ei-
senhowér movement had started,
but was bumping along in low
gear. The Taft forces were richly
financed and enormously highly or-
ganized. They had counted
southern delegations as being
theirs -almost by hereditary right.

a great popular surge for
General Eisenhower appea
Texas. Eisenbower Republicans
carried precinct, county and
e conventions. The attention of
the nation began to be focused on
the drama.

Taft managers Brazilla Carroll
Reece and David Sinton Ingalls
went to the Republican state con-
vention at Mineral Wells, Texas to
take persdnal command in this cri.
sis. The problem was not, funda-
mentally. very hard tc solve. There
could have been at least the.pre-
tense of a judicial process. There
could have been an attempt to pre-
sent evidence, however faked, to
sustain the Taft side of the argu-
ment. With at least an appearance
of justice, 13 or l4rer 15 Texas
delegates could have been thrown
to the Eisenhower rooters, with the

al in
1940 and 1948.) Again, they migh
well have saved themselves at thi
last moment, by sacrificing theil
southern delegations. But instead
the Taft people ran head on, from
sheer arrogant o v e r - confidence
into the disastrous tests on the so
called Langlie Rule and the Georgil
delegation.

If this is professionalism, am
sensible man wanting sound PO
litical guidance will hire an ama
teur. But the truth is, becaus
you have grown old in politics, yol
do not necessarily grow
and the real Republican profes
sionals nowadays, are men 1ik:

Gov: Thomas E. Dewey of Nev
York, whom the Taft people s
loudly scorn.

To this must be added one mor
word, Sepator Taft, beyond doubl

anger
ing. them, they actually advocate
allout rigging of this conventiot
More phony contests were to b
put up in Washington state an
Maryland for example. More
delegates were to be seated.
Popular opinion was to be abst
lutely, totally and finally defiec
supres: overcome. Senatc
Taft rejected that advice, even |
the heat and bitterness of his ow
disappointment. And for this ac
proving his true Americanism, h
deserves gratitude as well 2
sympathy. =

Real Wages Of Tar Heels
Much Higher Than In ‘39

FROM THE STATE
REAL wages of a “typical” North
Carolina factory worker with
a wife and two children were 60
per cent higher during 1951 than
they were in 1939. -
This fact is revealed in a study
of the earnings of Tar Heel factory
uction workers made by Labor
Dept. statistician C. H. Pritchard,
reporting in the Dept. of Labor
Bulletin.
$15 TO $46 A WEEK
In 1839, the average gross week-
ly earnings of North Carolina's
factory workers amounted to
$15.30. Last year the average had
increased to an alltime high of
$46—a rise of 200 per cent during

factory
worker with a wife and two chil-
dren had net spendable earnings
of $45.31 a week last year alter 69
cents had been deducted from his
paycheck for social security. Re-
duced to its 1939 purchasing pow-
er, this worker's $4531 weekly
take-home pay last year was worth
$2427—or just 60 per cent more
“than he was making in 1939.

The worker with no dependents
was not so “fortunate”, percentage-
wise. Pay roll deductions for taxes
and social security during 1951
reduced his $46 a week to $39.21.

In terms of the 1939 purchasin

increase of just 38 per cent ove
the thirteen-year period.

The big difference is accounte
for by the faat that in 1939, ne
ther the married nor the unma
ried worker making $15.30 a wee
had to pay any Federal incom
tax.

MORE TAXES

In 1851, however, the worke
v&hk no dependents, earning $48
week, shelled out $6.10 a .week {
the Federal Government, or mor
than $300 a year in direct pa:
ments to Uncle Sam. The marrie
worker with two children, earnin
the same $46 gross weekly wag
last year, still did not have to pa
any income tax. was becaus
his $2400 in tax exemptior
amounted to more than his tot
annual income from his job.

Mr. Pritchard’s study also show
that while the North Carolina fa

those of factory workers throug!
out the nation rose énly 173 pe
cent. The average American {x
tory worker earned $23.86 a wee
in 1939, Ry 1051 his gross earning
had risen to $65.25.

Ike Did All Right For A Country Boy

And he may be sure. as he turns

Merry-Go-Round

CHICAGO
FOR 2 man who knew almost nothing about politics, Ike

Fisenhower has done pretty well at Chicago.

lLounging in a dark red bathrobe and a pair of shorts,
Eisenhower sat in his suite at the Hotel Blackstone getting
reports {rom division commanders im battle. There was not
the same tension, of course. and it's also doubtful that
Eisenhower understood all the political jockeying of his
campaign commanders as he.would the feints of his di-
vision commanders.

But. in politics as in war, victory usually goes to the
man with the best organization—plus a cause. And though
Senator Taft has had twelve years of careful party organ-
ization behind him, together with some of the most de-
voted leaders in the GOP. here are the factors which
Eisenhower has had backing him:

with many leaders, Dewey
built up a smooth machine, and it really functioned at
Chicago.

. A eause—It wasnt until Taft handed Eisenhower
the “vote steal” slogan m Texas and Louisiana that Ike
really began to gather steam. This gave him a chance
to argue that the Republicans not go in for the corrup-
tion that they'd pinned on the Democrats. The argument
carried weight.

‘3. A high-powered publicity campaign—No conven-
tion since that which nominated Wendell Willkie in 1940
has seen
from Young & Rubicam in New Yeork.

mxly spontaneous lke sentiment, too. Pretty girls
boosting lke have been everywhere, passing out butttons

2

by the handful. Taft buttons were passed out parsimont-

ously, only one at a

4, Money—Though Taft seemed to have most of the
cash at first, and the Eisenhower forces were slow in
paying their hotel deposit, someone has really taken the
rubber band off- the Eisenhower bankroll recently. Taft
claims that Wall Street opened up for Ike are probabiy
correct. Winthrop Aldrich, head of the Chase Bank and
of the Rockefeller family, is an oid ana

every convention, whether

g
the 1932 by promising two o
to William Gibbs McAdoo for his friends and the Vice
Presidency to John Nance Garner.

Capable Swing Men

T Chicago today, the Michigan delegation was swung

into line chiefly by General Motors and Ford. Four
years go, the head of the Michigan delegation, Arthur Sum
ield, was strong for Even when Michigan Re-
publicans held their convention this year, Summerfield
still held out for Taft. But Summerfield is a General Mo-
tors dealer, in fact, is reputed to be the biggest Chevrolet
dealer in the world. So, when General Motors notified
Summerfleld in no uncertain terms that he had better be
for Eisemhower, it gave him cause for thought.

Simultaneously one of Henry Ford's executives senl
word to Summerfield that if he wanted any money for the
GOP in Michigan he had better get off the Taft band
wagon. So, at Chk-wp. nlnl-mm Summerfield « helped
swing Michigan gates to )
for Pennsylvania, Gov. John Fine, started

state, and also happens to be for Eisenhower. Its execu
tives can be persuasive. Also persuasive were some talk
which Governor Dewey had with local political leaders n
Pennsylvania and which they in turn had with Fint
They told him that with Tke on the ticket it made thi
difference between winning or losing their districts
November. and they wanted to win.

These were some of the moves by which Tke Eisen
hower., the naive and none-too-happy politician, learne:
that when it comes to politics there’s more than ane wa
to skin a candidate. #

Chlcug& Merry-Go-Round
ORE leaked out on the New York caucus at whic
Tom Dewey really cracked the whip. To n
delegates in line on the question of changing the old 191
rules on seating contested delegates, Dewey urged: “It
211 right to have a difference I'm a re
ular Republican and a great in party regularit;
You can still be a Republican and disagree with me in thi
fight, but not a New York R *. .. State Chairms
Bill Pfeiffer echoed Dewey: “I also have a long memor
and T awon't forget those who desert us on this issue.” . .
New York's Sen. Irving Ives was milder. He said: “If w
are going to fight corruption in the Democratic Admini
fration we havg got to keep our own house clean.” . .
They won the day. With the exception of one delegat:
New York stuck with Dewey on the contested delegate

issue . . . General Mchthu* cardinal mistake in b
keynote speech was making if* too long. Remarked on
delegate: “1 guess his speech was all right, but 1 wee

to sleep.” . . . Gov. John Lodge of Connecticut made th
best speech of the convention — less bombast and more )
peal to reason. Guy Gabrielson did a good job of pri
siding . . . Remarked one lady delegate from Missouri: “A

Lincoln and all th

out leaning toward either Taft or But the
steel industry of Pemnsylvania is the most potest in the

we icans do is quote Abral
Democrats do is run against Hoover,”
.



