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EYRD PROPOSAL WAS ILL-TIMED

Senate did”the right thing when it
delayed action on Senator Byrd's pro-

ment will be forthcoming over the week-end
1s uncertain, but the negotiators ought to be
given ample time to thrash out their diffi-
culties.

The Byrd proposal would have no legal
authority, anyway. Congress cannot compel
the President to invoke Taft-Hartley. And we
think he would be on questionable ground

i bhe did so at this stage. Adoption of the
Byrd would simply add a new
Irritat to an already agitated situation.

Further, it has been demonstrated clearly
in the past that a law, at best, is only a last
resort in a labor dispute threatening the
nation's security. Far better, as General
Eisenhower has said, to have some real lead-
ership in the executive branch of the gov-
ernment, and a more amicable relationship
between labor and management.

The industry doesn't want a strike. The
unjon doesn’t want a strike. There are no
differences between the two that cannot be
reconciled. Congress should keep hands off
until the national. security imperatively de-
mands further legal action..

THE FOG AROUND NATO

FTER the Lisbon Conference last Winter

NATO officials announced that “approxi-
" mately 50 divisions in appropriate conditions
of combat readiness” would be ready for the
defense of Western Europe by the end of
1952. These 50, it was said, would Include
twelve French divisions.

Now it develops that the French really
promised to have but ten divisions. The
circumstances surrounding this “loss” of two
divisions, recently detailed by Walter Kerr
of The New York Herald Tribune, point yp
the folly of the closed door “exclude the
press and public and issue a statement” pol-
ey which characterizes NATO.

Twelve divisions, it develops, was actually
@ compromise figure between the ten the
French said they could provide and the four-
teen urged by the U. 8. The U. §. suggested
@ compromise at twelve, and the French ac-
cepted it on the condition that no commit-
ment was invoived as to the battle-worthi-
mess of the last two units. They would be
*“paper” divisions.

But, as Mr. Kerr says, “such things have
way of coming out, and in this case it was
inevitable that the truth would be known
in time, if for no other reason than that the
French Government, like some other govern-
ments in the world, is required to tell its
parliament, when it asks money, what it in-
tends to do with it."

So French Defense Minister Pleven told the
National Assembly defense commission that
without additienal aid France could not have
twelve full divisions by the end of the year.
This appeared to newspapermen as a French
renunciation of their commitment. American
officials realized they were in a pickle, so
issued a statement that the French request
“does not in any way affect the agreement

EMPTY COOKIE JAR

ANY Southern Republicans live for the

day when the GOP returns to power

and passes out political jobs. They keep their

organization small, so they alone, Who have

long controlled the organization, will bene-
fit.

But they're in for a surprise. Patronage
fsn't what it used to be.

There are about 2559000 Federal jobs.
About 2244000 of these come under Civil
Bervice protection. The remaining 315,000
include FBI, AEC and State Department
Foreign Service positions not subject to po-

_reached with the French Government with

regard to Its build-up goals 6r 1952 or to
fulfiliment of these goals.” This statement
just confused things further, as it indicated
that the French were being held to twelve
divisions. Then néwsmen dug out the true
story of the compromise regarding the two
“paper” divisions.

The upshot of all this probably will be that
Congressmen will be understandably irked
to discover that completion of the two extra
divisions will require more funds than was
suggested by the NATO planners st Lisbon.
And, we can all rightfully ask, how many
other secret agreements are there in NATO,
how many other paper divisions whose exist-
ence must be ferreted out by newsmen or
remain unknown until some officlal goes to
his legislature to ask for funds? Certainly the
public’s confidence in NATO is decreased by
events such as this. *

Congressmen could use this instance to
berate the entire NATO set-up. But we hope
they now note and Initiate improvement upon
one of NATO's greatest deficiencles, its
secretiveness.

Congress has before it a proposal that
would improve the situation. Senator Gil-
lette of lowa's suggestion that there be
formed a North Atlantic Assembly, an ad-
visory body composed of citizens from NATO
countries that would have no real power but
would at least thrash out questions such as
this, and the many other common and
urgent Atlantic community problems, in the
forum of public debate.

Such an organization would dispel mueh
of the foggy gobbledegook now surrounding
NATO and further public understanding of
the organization's vital task

litical change. One estimate places the num-
ber of purely political jobs in the Govern-
ment at about 12.250.

Profate them around (hé Eountry, consid-
ering the fact that most Federal fobs are
in nonSouthern population centers, and
those svailable at the county or even the
state level in the South will be few indeed.
And pending legislation may decrease Fed-
eral political jobs even further before the
election.

If the GOP wins, there will be long
faces among the hungry Republicans who,
eagerly opening the cupboard, find it bare.

FISCAL SENSE FROM THE SENATE

NGRESS may finally do this year what

4 it should have done long ago—set up a
joint Congressional budget buresu. A bill
creating a bureau has passed the Senate, and
is now before the House Rules Committee.

Job.
Vital money measures sometimes gather dust

But most important, Congress has assem-
bled no group of experts and statisticlans
competent to evaluate the mass of statistics
and recommendations thrown at ft each
year by the Executive Branch's Budget Bu-

because Senator McKellar of
chairman of the Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee, isn't physically able to hold hearings.
Sometimes busy executives testify before his
committee, then are called over to the House
Ways & Means Committee to repeat their
testimony. The “single package” method
of appropriation was dropped after a brief
try, so Congress again appropristes money
on a piecemeal basis, not knowing until the
end of » session how its appropriations will
balance with expected revenue.

From The Asheville Citizen

an across-the-board cut, or random elimina-
tion of certain appropriations. There's often
no attempt to separate the wheat from the
chaff, simply because there aren't enough
capable threshers.

The proposed joint bureau would abolish
the need for dual hearings. It would give
Congress the keen knife required for intel-
ligent budget cutting. Congress will rate
orchids if the House follows the Senate lead
and passes this bill

TAKE IT OUT OF POLITICS

| Governor Scott's letter dismissing Dr. T.
iC. Johnson as Commissioner of Paroles as of

vengeance for the defeat of
ibert Olive, whom the Governor supported
whom Dr. Johnson opposed. but it will
ot remove the political odor from the dis-

should not be a political appointee. And
‘even if he is an adviser to a Governor he
should not be subject to gubernatorial pres-

very able men, including some now in office,
have not spared the State a poor reputation
in fields where it ought to excel.

The paroles office ought not to have three
different directors in less than four years.

1. We can have a rational and
workable system of personal aid
that does not impair personal lib-
erty, and that does not, through a
crushing tax burden, endanger the
cconomic system itself. We should
accept, in principle now and later

the policy of pay-as-you-
s one observer has put it,

00-g0.
We should continue the contribu-
tory payroll tax for some time, if
for no reason except to impose
some tax on those who will ulti-
mately benefit. It should be recog-
nized that in the end all must pay
for those who receive pensions and
that the cost of is a con-
tinuing charge on the economy.
That should mean that no one
receive pensions as a mat-
ter of right. The basis should be
one of need. Every incentive should
be provided to retain the produc-
tive value of people over 65
These principles should apply in
the states as well as in the Fed-

eral system
CO-OPERATIVE HEALTH
CARE IS NEEDED

2. We need more co-operative
her than government health
care. There confronts the nation no
health crisis that requires a dras-
tic break from the tradition of pri-
vate and rative medical
care, supplemented by Federal,
state, and local aid for research,
education, and building. The im-
mense strides in medical coverage
by private plans and in cheaper
and better remedies deny not only
the presence of a crisis, but
likelihood of any crisis in the fore-
seeable future,

Sponsors of government medi-
cines also ignore the amazing prog-
ress over the past generation in
the control and eradication of dis-
ease. Arbitrarily, they say that
we should have more doctors. But
we already have more doctors per
capita than any other country ex-
cept Israel, and the relative pro-
portion is increasing.

The Cross hospital plan
started in 1929. It now has more
than 41 milion members. It is
growing every year. There is also
the Blue Shield Medical pian,
which covers 22 million. More than
20 million are now covered by oth-
er voluntary medical plans. It
must also be noted that the unions
sre tending to include some sort
of medical benefits in collective
bargaining. It can confidently be
*Xpected hal &t least W million
people will soon be protected by
some form of co-operative medical
care. With this, in addition to the
devoted services of the great army
of private practitioners, the na-
tion's health is safely guarded.

3. The wi restore the states
to their proper status is to return
to them a number of tax sources
stolen over the years by the Fed-
eral government. During the pres-
ent emergency, with vast expendi-
tures for defense, therc is

for drastic

proje:ts and for the reimbursable
parts of multiple-purpose projects.
It should pay all the costs of flood
control and navigation. There
should be repayment, with inter-
est, for what is loaned.

5. The constructive approach to
the problem of civil rights should
be through regional rather than
Federal action. An important de-
velopment in regionalism has been
a long succession meetings of
groups of Governars, promoted by
the Council of State Governments.
LEGISLATION REQUIRED TO
ENLARGE VOTING PRIVILEGES

But something more than a meet-
ing of governors is called for in ap-
proaching the problem of civil
rights, since it goes far beyond
formal legislation. State legislation
is"required in the enlargement of
voting privileges for Negroes.
There may be some justification
for state legislation in setting up
advisory commissions on employ-
ment practices. But the widening
of employment opportunities should
be initiated privately by business
and employers generally. The sug-

*stion of “anti-lynching” action
is irrelevant, because, lynching is
now practically ponexisteat and
m jence requires _effective
criminal law enforcement by state
authority. Civil rights invoive so-
ci

make a contribution to the solution
of this problem, through calling
a general conference of Southern
leaders, including Governors, mem-
bers of Congress, educators, clergy-
men, busisessmes,

e, 3 .
place the question before them.
6. The principle toward which an

agricultural policy ghould work s
a market. It is, however,
pecessary to take a¢ of the

limitations that government has
placed upon a free market and to
work toward the removal of these
Goverument stimulants and bene-
fits, within the framework of ex-
isting legislation. The present im-
proved status of the farmer is very
largely a result of mechanization,

of tax sources. But some progress
can be made by co-operative ac-
tion between the states and Cog-

gress.

A single example will show how
Federal encroachment through
grants.} could be avoided by
reallocation. We have had much
agitation for a $300,000,000 grant
for education. If the Federal gov-
ernment would turn over all amuse-
ment taxes to the states and-or
localities, they would have from
that source approximately $450,-
000,000 plenty for education
and other purposes without Fed-
eral control, Such a reallocation
of taxes is the most important
means of preserving our Federal-

state system.
All grants-in-aid should be based

education,

gree, due
tion. The farmer’s real interest is
in expanded rather than in re-

policy
that puts him at the mercy of a
national political party, or of the
government, places him in great
peril. This warning has beea re-
peatedly emphasized by Allan
Kline, president of the Farm Bu-
reau Federation, and by other no-
table farm leaders.

(Ed. note—The remaining five
points in Mr. Moley's “People's
Platform” will be detalled
Monday's Installment.)
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“'Disgusting, Ain't It?’

Terrain May Get Rougher

ke Steps Across The Gulf

By MARQUIS CHILDS
ABILENE, Kan.
(GENERAL Eisenhower bas tken the st siep
across the great divide. This typical small town
offers a measure of how wide that gulf is.
The Eisenhower home on Fourth Street is now
preserved 2s a muscum, just as it was lived in oy

house i
of old-fashinned flowers of the kind the General's

You could hardly imagine a greater contrast
between that simple white house and the handsome
chateau outside Paris in which the Eisenhowers
were living pntil a few days ago. It is the difference
between Europe, the Europe of manicured ele-
gance, and this backbone of America which is Abi-
Jene and a thousand other towns across the length
the land.
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say that we have too
far removed from the meaning of those principles.
He is against inflation, against

flation and i
defining the obligations of the “higher citizen
ship," said that “alert recognition of external as
well as internal dangers” is essential.

He threw in—in all probability at the pro,
moting of hus zealous political advisers—a referene;
to the evil of secret diplomacy and how
dread “the kind of secrecy that surrounded Yalta.™
The political emphasis of the speech was
on the dangers—of the incompetence and corrup-
tion—that result when a party is too long in power.

But this was a trial flight. Large areas remain (o'
be defined with greater clarity and force. And the!
pressure is building up i po-!

-

to do that definition in
litical speeches mada in the right political settin,

A Southern Speech

BYb:!mml:v:.ymb:"nh access to him, Ike 1§
ing tol t he must make a to th
Mhmm'ﬁ-dmmne:hm
on which agreement not been reached. Paul
who is certainly the most energetic ang
perhaps siso the most clear-thinking of the meny
aroun . is arguing for Texas and &
speech addressed to the youth of the nation on the
theme of the great opportunities ahead. Others
urging, & a non-political forum, the Institute
Public Affairs of the University of Virginia which

takes place at the end of June, on the eve of thd
convention.

Here in Abilene the atmosphere was
and warm,_with little or none of the fierce
nism that has come into the remarkably close Re.,

was : their bero. The
iical terrai s kel 1o be rougher shd tougher,

qute, Unquote
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“California Man Has Stomach Removed.” —
Headline. Surely there must be less drastic ways to
cope with the high cost of food!
; ~Bristol (Tems.)
e .
Middle age is the time of life when a man stops
wondering if he can escape temptation and begins to
wonder if be's missing any., — Batesville (Ark.)
Guard,
e s e
If nobody knows the troubles you've seen, you're
not living in a small town. — Etowah (Tema.)

S Poaon's Army Politics Almost Saved Two G
Merry-Go-Round rmy rolvics ost dave o Generals
’ WASHINGTON tor, Is The lady who began life as a cabaret perform- But
TTHE Army has Susbed it up, but the two key e ":hwhhdmh—hm ﬁmumm:nmu-mwmhm:'m&nw“ﬁ
in the Koje Island fiascc almost got off the hook with a  classes and the hate of the upper classes, has cancer, Doc- only 34. When they do, there will be upheaval in Argen-
light reprimand. It was only by direct order from Gen. Mark tors have warned that she cannot last the Summer. tina. And with her passing, part of the power of her busband!
au:m.mrnznm der, that the repri- ‘While it may not be pleasant, even for hardboiled dip-  will vanish. {
gnwm::dﬂdmmll:mw-ﬂm- :&zﬂnunn.:mu.mm mz‘-'yn.‘.m“:m'f'hu‘.;“"ﬁ“"‘"
D it bt e i Wl BV Wi v T S S M
sions  that layed t into the Communi propaganda Lant TR s weo ol su for labor following, seize .Mthtlﬂmhndhﬁ'
heme. Unll Gencral Clatk, intervenc. the ‘Avay was 408 o he upper ntestine and duodeaum. In December bee i b & s Sy oy - el
going shead with the usual whitewash. e e e et schaate At e & womas. b |
is always quick to discipline enlisted men, DeBLY cured; put her on 3 carefel schadul il P |
slower to discipline junior officers, but practically never eare i ressure |
takes drastic action against the high brass. So, in keeping Evita obeyed the doctors’ orders until the end of Feb- Wm-mu-amnnm.nnmq
unmu:mumummmzt Mzn-hwhdhlrd—::::d‘:: ﬂmu:yhnp&mh;umuh-ma
GmG:nlJr Yount. ' M“ﬂmmkﬁh-ﬂh %ﬂrﬁmm;mm g
ames Van Fleel, who, the commander  Work Labor Department. campaign contributions
hl(m,mlaehﬁullyrmb‘l’elnmlmw So, since March, she has been back om a full work cloakrooms. i
POW camp, approved of the reprimands and sent them up schedule. Though she looked pale and drawn she seemed as The decision bangs by such a slim, gpider-web
for Clark's signature. But Clark had stepped into a hornets' full of energy as éver. i that Wyoming's battling Sen. Joe O'Maboney, seeking to
est when he took over the Far Eastern command, and On the night of May 24, however, following a small  hold the veto, has cabled his Democratic colleague, Sen. J1
he-hh?oou;-mmmwdm ﬁl::hhmﬂﬂmwmm mwnn‘hﬁhh-ﬂ
reprimand t oréered Dodd Colson busted. was secret hours while blood_tests showdown expected about
Evita P :W:II . e Peren tat bl wile had only weuks 0 Uve. ."mmmmﬂ :am. 504038
eron’s iliness A meager official announcement which referred only iﬁhm-‘hm-v‘:l‘"ﬂ‘-d
isnt often that the illness of a nation's first lady can bnmaum%‘u—mw have heen slipping around (he Senate Office Building,
friforey el hM’l:.h:- iy iy e :‘-u:-l-l - ‘:ﬂ"" e - e fo =
ppen masses were or conveniently skip town when |
Evia Fevon, fiamirous wifs of the Argestise dicta- o Dusaos Abes wars orpmaiie by Fareaists taken, e i i
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