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Pearson's column yes-
other thefts in the

for convention” delegates. And Dr.
:n:-ﬂnr ‘Heard, in his recently-published

3 book, A TwoParty South?, has painted a
| unflattering pictare of Southern Repub-
i and of the tight little perfonal organ-
: tions they run.

s Heard's analysis boils down to the conclu-
i that Republican Party leaders in the
1 South, with a few notable excep

AM NOT GUILTY until proven so,”
t shouted Imperial Wizard THomas L. Ham-
iton at a Klan rally in South Carolina.

There was o sea of faces before him, only

followed him are not so enthusiastic.

It was grimly ironical that the Wizard
ghould plant himself firmly on the tradition
of American justice that presumes a man
jnnocent until his guilt is established. The
Klan has mever observed the tradition at its
pwn “kangaroo courts”, It drags its victims
from their homes in the dead of night and
Ignores their protests as'it metes out its cruel
punishment. .

But Wizard Hamilton will get the pro-
fection of the law.

is in the making. The mass popular senti-
ment for General Eisenbower is threaten.
ing the rule of the two-bit GOP emperors in
the South. New leaders are emerging, leaders
who are willing and able to inform the peo-
ple. to arouse them, to channel their energies
into effective action against the satchel-vote
system of pledging convention delegates.

The people’s will was subverted in Texas,
but the handwriting is on the wall for those
Dixie Republican bosses intelligent enough
to read it.

HAMILTON'S THREAT HAS A HOLLOW SOUND

Unlike Klan victims, he will be tried in

open court.

Unlike Klan vietims, he will be tried by a
duly-constituted jury.

Unlike Klan victims, he will go fres if
bis guilt is not established.

But that is not enough for the Wizard. To
these guarantees, he added 2 m:-;n caleu-

. lated to intimidate witnesses:

“And any man who gets or the stand and

lies about me . . . I'll never forget that man
and neither will the people of this organiza-
tion (the Klan)," he told his audience.

The threat will fail. Hamilton will intimi.
date no one. The recent trials at Wilmington
and Whiteville ripped off the Klan's veil of
mystery and exposed it for the miserable
organization it is. No longer feared, the Klan
is now held in the contempt bred by
familiarity.

THE SENIORITY (SENILITY) SYSTEM

IX HUNDRED Charlotte postal workers

weren't paid this week because of the

undemocratic seniority system used by Con-
g

gress.
Appropriations to pay postal workers have
Bbeen spent. No more money for them has

mittee, was for a long time too feeble to
hold hearings and too cantankerous to let
‘anyone else take over the chair.

Occasionally the senjority system provides
# committes with the best available chair-
man. But it sometimes leaves a committee
leaderless, often provides a poor leader, and
never permits the committee members to
{choose their chairman.

! A committee member moves up the list
{through the years and automatically becomes
,chairman when his colleagues have died off
tor failed of reelection. When fwo men of
equal seniority reach the top the alphabet
is invoked, as happened when Rep. Clarence
Cannon of Missouri became chairman of the
{House Appropriations Committee, His name
iwas nearer the beginning of the alphabet
|than that of Rep. Clifton A. Woodrum of
| Virginia, who had equal service.
¢ Rep. Andrew May, who was later convicted
jon bribe conspiracy charges, similarly
‘attained chairmanship of the House Military
| Atfairs Committee because M for May comes
| before T for Rep. Robert Thomason of Texas,
who had equal service.
{ North Carolina’s Sen. Rob Reynolds was
{opposed to the policies and actions upon
which this country and Congress embarked
| during World War 11, but continued as head
. of the powerful Military Affairs Committee
+ because of seniority.

The late Sen. Carter Glass had a dis-
| tinguished recocd of public service, but was
1 physically unable for more than three years
| to attend a session of the Senate, or the vital
|

| From The St. Louis Post-Dispatch

NOTHER Congressional committee, this
one headed by Representative Bonner of
North Carolina, has retold a now familiar

‘The first part of the story is that the com-
mittee finds waste in military spending, and-

g
Tihhnist

|

Senate Appropriations Committee he headed.

Congress only touched the surface of Con-
gressional unwieldiness with the Legislative
Reorganization Act of 1946. If the seniority
(or it could be called the “senility”) system
were replaced with one by which majority
and minority committee members elect their
leaders by secret ballot, opportunities for
better leadership and better legislation
would be better.

As long as Congress runs its own house so
Inefficiently, it will be responsible for much
of the waste and indecision its members
decry.

STEEL SOLUTION?

EDERAL Judge Harold R. Medina decreed

an unprecedented change of venue the
other day when he took his court and 40
lawyers from an involved antitrust trial to
Ebbets Field.

There they munched peanuts, drank beer,
ate hot dogs, saw the Dodgers lose, 62, to
the Giants.

A defense attorney sat on one side of the
judge. A Government attorney sat on the
other, Everyone, reportedly, had a big time.

We believe Judge Medina's example should
be followed by other jurists. We particularly
wish Chief Justice Vinson would take Phil
Murray of the Steelworkers and Ben Fairless
of U. §. Steel to watch the Pittsburgh Pirates.

Messrs. Murray and Fairless are both res-
idents of Pittsburgh. Perhaps in cheering for
their lamentable home team, which is deeper
in the cellar than usual this season. they
would find at last an area of agreement.

Then, rising as one-to protest a strike they
might be susceptible to a judicious suggestion
from the Chief Justice that they put this
striking agreement into writing, and thus
take the Court off the hook.

Oh, well, we can dream anyhow.

ANOTHER JUNKET FINDS WASTE

Senator Wiley of Wisconsin and his bride
recently flew to Europe at Government ex-
pense, their journey being certified by Sec-

its own around-the-world voyage as “in the
national interest” But a great many
ers who are picking up the tab will bave
another word for it.
We have three parties in-Washington—
Democrats and the -socktall
party. The latter seems to have more fol-
Towers. (Miss) &

family seems so devoted—Pelhem (Ga.)
Journal.

There is more truth than_humor {2 the
advice of a London physician on how to live
10 a ripe oid age: “If you want to live long,
get & good chronic disesse—and take good
care of yourself."—Rock Hill (S. C.) Hersld.
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Ruark Takes A Look At Golf. ;
And Dislikes What He Sees

By ROBERT C. RUARK
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