THE STEEL SEIZURE

Government's seizure of the steel
industry is mot, as critics already are
shouting, the end of stabilization, the end
of collective bargaining. the end of free en-
terprise. The seirure, reluctantly
plished after months and months of fruitless
negotiation, was essential to the defense and
‘well-being of the pation.
A strike in steel now would have not only
seriously national defense. It would.
#f continued long, diminish the profits of the

would cost labor in Jost wages than
could be offset by wage increase. It
would again put a serious crimp in ciyilian

construction. the prevention of
a steel strike was in the national interest,
and a responkibility of government.

vate enterprise is still a-booming aleng in
the railroads; they aren't being socialized as
some of ‘the steel men now fear their in-
dustry will be.

2. The decision to take over the. steel
industry was made only after a crippling
strike appeared imminent, only after week
after week of negotiation. Clearly the Gov-
ernment has no intent to stay ‘in the steel
business—and even if it wanted to Congress
would see to it that the Governmental con-
trol was short-lived.

In the spilt milk department we still
think a settlement could have been achieved,
somewhere in the sixteen-cent-an-hour wage
boost plus benefits area, had not the Wage
Stabilization Board, later backed by the
President, suggested as much as 26 cents.
That extra dime was gravy the union didn't
really expect, and there's more politics than
economies in the President's firm
of the labor position, and blast at the com-
panies. Now that the President has done his
good deed and simultaneously got a fine
political speech off his chest it's time to
put Government into its proper role as
mediator, thus to more quickly resolve the

ipanies

Government to relinquish its technical con-
trol of the railroads.

 TIE IT UP BETTER, JUDGE

worthiness of the goals sought by
the North Carolina Conference for Social
Service, which adjourned its annual meeting
here yesterday, strikes home when read
alongside a recent report of the State Prisons ™
Department and Paroles Commission. The
relation between the two organizations is
simple—the more persons helped by the so-
cial workers the less end up, often to return
again and again, .in the prisons and road
camps.

The Conference for Social Service seeks
legislation for enforcement of a compulsory
‘school attendance law by employment and
central supervision of attendance officers.
The aterage North Carolina prisoner went
as far as the fifth grade, then dropped out
of school. There he drifted until society
moved in against him. Here again is where
the social services seek to help, realizing
that better wages, better living standards,

THIS BARKLEY LAD

HE Hon. Alben Barkley, first citizen of

Paducah, Ky., and Vice-President of the
U. S, has been done an injustice. He, like
many of his Democratic colleagues,
heard unmistakable rumblings from the grass
roots since the President announced his de-
cision not to run. But, say the soothsayers, Mr.
Barkley is too old to be President, After all,
they-say. he is 74. _

Mr. Barkley is one of the nation's most
affable- citizens, which does not necessarily
qualify him for the Presidency. But if po-
litical leaders would be counted out just be-
cause they've passed three score and ten,
some good men would be lost.

It seems a good rule to put relatively
young men in office. But there are excep-

jons.
For example, West Germany's Chancellor

From The State

people of North Carolina,” said Judge
Olive, “the people of North Carolina will
know beyond any doubt that I am giving
them ﬁd. hard facts."

The fallacy In Judge Olive’s argument is
that he insinuates that his opponent is a
party to these rate increases, but does not

thorized Southern Bell Telephone to increase
rates to produce $1,780,000 additional yearly.
Railway Express was permitted to levy six
cents per shipment surcharge, intrastate.
Piedmont Natural Gas Co. of Charlotte,

rates equal to $120,000 yearly.
hard fact then, is that utility

is mot surprising. But just because three
ities Commissioners si the guest
of Mr. Umstead, whose law firm rep-
resents a utility certainly does not incrim-
inate Mr. Umstead. You've got a vote
worthy bundle there, Judge, but you're going
to have to tie it up lots better befe
buy it.

in both rural and urban areas, restriction of
gambling and proper guardianship are key
factors in attaining human betterment.

The North Carolina prison picture is not
pretty. Rehabilitation of prisoners -is still
something talked about, for the most part,
in this state. We mention this unhappy con-
dition alengside the program of the CSS only
to emphasize the need in our state for work
along the lines suggested at the Conference,
—work which goes infinitely farther than
merely reducing population at state insti-
tutions. h

The CSS, a “lobby" in the finest sense
of the word, is deserving of thoughtful atten-
tion from our legislators in Raleigh. Surely
the state which produced a Governor Ayeock
can again surge forward in those educational
and social fields which are now seemingly
overlooked.

Adenauer is 75. Age doesn't stop him. Last
Friday midnight he played out the Western
Allied officials who were negotiating with
him, and they had to call a halt.

And look at Churchill. At age 77 he is
looking forward to five years in office,
busily balancing the budget, outtalking men
half his age in Parliamentary debate, still
daubing pictures on the side, without a let-up
of his steady diet of stogies and spirits.

Oliver Wendell Holmes Sr., who lived'8S
years and didn't start writing his Over The Tes
Cups until he was 70, said: “To be 70 years
young is sometimes far more cheerful and
hopeful than to be 40 years old". And if
you feel 74 years young, Alben, you go right
ahead and run for President. Phooey
the young fogies who hold a man's chronolog-
ical age against him.
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A LANGUAGE ALL OUR OWN

A RESIDENT of the Tar Heel State were

to confine his conversation largely to
Jocal idioms, an outsider might have a rather
difficult time trying to understand him. For
instance:

\ first question asked by

HergLocs

‘People’s

Letters should be brief.
trom publication in the discretion of the Editor,

Compensation Difficulties
CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tar Nrws:
AS a victim of the Workman's Compensation Act,
may 1 be granted space in your paper
to discuss some of the unfair and impossible terms
of this law?

This Act, known to thousands of industrial work-
ers as the “Cabbage Cutter”, is administered by our
State Industrial Commission which, in event of dis-
pute between employer and employee, is vested
with power to deny or award compensation in ac-
cordance with this Act, . .

In the event of major injury which might resuit
In hospitalization, expensive surgery to repair the
injury, plus compensation for much loss of em-
E:m\' time, we cite Paragraph A, Section 97",

ition of hernia, the requirement of prool,
etc., as written:

“In all claims for compensation for hernia, or rup-
ture, resulting from injury by accident arising out of,
apd 'In the course of, the employee’s employment,
t must be definitely proven to the satisfaction of
the Industrial Commission:

1. That there was an injury resulting in hernia,
of rupture.

2. That the hernia, or rupture, appeared suddenly.

3. That it was accompanied by pain,

4. That the hernia, or rupture, immediately fol-
lowed an accident. -

5. It must be proven that hernia, or rupture, did
pot exist prior to the accident.”

This law says in eflect, any person who suffers
injury resulting in hernia, or rupture, while em-,
ployed in our industries shall be required to prove
by witnesses with X-ray eyes who happened to be
present and saw the rupture within him as it hap-
pened from whatever cause.

Further, the employee is required by this act to
gwear that & bemnia, or rupture

‘The writers name and®

Platform

must be given, but may be withheld
jews reserves the right to condense.

to satisfy the five ways demanded of the law that
his trouble arose while in the course of his em-
ployment.

4. That it Is a major injury which will require sev-
eral hundred dollars to repair,

5. That the less number of accidents in the indus-
try reduces the carrier's premjums.

His redress is the Industrial Commission. for
whom we have no ill will, because these gentlemen
are sworn to administer the Act as it is written;
although, we favor the good old American way of
trial by jury, we recognize the law. The viclim
smarts under the disappointment, his lawyer asks
for a hearing, tegistered mail is sent out from the
capital, the case is called, he then walks up the aisle
before that august body while the organ pl:
minor key ““Oh, what will my compens:
Doctors present their phrases and opinions; a t
writer clicks; papers flutter, and the cash register
rings up ““No Soap”. It is then the poor victim real-
jzes that so far as compensation is concerned, the
law had him sewed up long before he was operated
on.

It {s obvious, Mr. Editor, that we should have
some kind of compensation law for our people in
event of injury. One to protect the industries. But
this one as viewed by its victims who receive
nothing in event of major injury may as well be
handed down and knocked in the head.

—A. P. KENDALL

Bataan Day

Editors, Tz Nws:
\WEDNESDAY. April 01, is the tenth anniversary
of the fall of Bataan

Ever since that dark day the people? of the Philip-
pines and the United States have fought and died
side by side to win World War 11 and now are
working and fighting to secure the peace.

NEW YORK CITY

y pain. Anyone who has had this experience knows
that pain does not accompany hernie. This is the
the carrier's agent, “Did you
have pain?” If the employee’s reply is “Yes", he per-
jures himself because there isn't any immediate
f his

be

*hereditary or inguinal”. In
terms of this Act compensation may be denied
and. the employee is labeled before his fellow men
*a swindler and a cheat”, Tt is'usually at this stage
of the proceedings that he becomes a victim of the
Act.
1. Because he is just a plain honest Tar Heel
who doesn't lie as the law dictates,

2. He loves his work erhaps, and like the law
Htself, he has overdone it: hence, the hernja.

3. It is Impossible to produce the necessary proof

Drew Pearson's
Merry-Go-Round

S column has obtained a copy of the so-called

beld Morris” questionnaire which caused one Cabinet

member to be kicked out, one cleanup man to be

and mn“n’ :m
since the Korean war.

HeT he questionnaire 1s similar to that sent to the

ington, D.

, eral McGrath, at the next
to the last Cabinet meeting he attended, virtually pro-
onnaires be ed,

posed that the questi junk

“'m still holding that stack of questionnaires Newbold

Morris wants to sead out,” McGrath said, in substance. “I held under “a Iicmlm: name or
't think should send them out. They're an insult trustee, or escrow agent”
:ounvryme: Government.” Question 11 directs: “List all bank accounts, such as
‘The President suggested that McGrath wait until the savings, checking, trust, postal savings, Christmas
week and take the matter up with him direct. building and loan account of yourself and family,” in-

Truman did not say so, but Morris had brought the ques-
for his

personal inspection, and the

over
dent gave it his bl

Cabinet meeting, and without conferring
his now famous
he himself might not

ed more furor than Washington has

C. police and the New York palice. It was
ok'd by the President. Nevertheless, most of the Cabinet
Secretary

The Philippines a W dered the *‘Show-
case of Democracy” in the Far East. They are re-
building their cities and their economy — which
were more devastated than any other area in World
War 11, except Poland.

Their spontaneofis Action at the start of the Ko-
rean conflict is indicative of their deep friendship
for America. (On the day when the Korean conflict
began over 10,000 Filipinos volunteered to join Amer-
ica in fighting the invaders.)

Bataan Day, especially this tenth anniversary of
the first Bataan Day, is a symbolic opportunity for
the peoples of the United States and the Philip-
pines to let the world know of their close and
permanent friendship, not only to aftain peace, but
to prove that democracy does work.

GEORGE PEABODY
For the Philippine Association

furs, jewelry, household effects.” etc.
Une

“New-

fired, Dodge-Plymouth agency. Since most auto

would have increased considerably.
Wash-

der this question, McGrath would have had fo list
his partnership in O'Keefe Motors in Providence, R. I, 2

made a lot since the war, presumably McGrath's assets

The ex-Attorney General might also have had to list

By JAMES
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The President said the industry

is 50 much money it can

to increase wages without
incre prices.

Now no,_company spokesman, if
he {ries o present the industry's
~ide, can hope to compete with
the President for public attention.
BATTLE BEGINS

2. The legal fight. The compan-
jes said they'll fight government
seizure all the way up through the
courts. The court battle already
has “begun.

To go all the way :p 1o the
Supreme Court might take a year.
By that z::ene the dispute should
o

ver.

The industry will have to start
with a lower court Yederal judge,
asking for an order telling the
government to abandon seizure.

If this haj before a settle-
ment between the union and in-
dustry — the government called

Steel Caught In Tremendous
* Pressure From Three Sides
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Irreparable Harm May Come

In Ten Months

Of Inaction

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON
l NDER a parliamentary system
of government, the Truman
administration would at this
point of near collapse go out of of-
fice on a vote of no confidence.
That would in all probability have
happened months ago as the in-
ability of the administration to
carry out even rudimentary policy
was demonstrated over and over
again.

Under the American system,
with its fixed term of four yea
for the Chief Executive, we
go for nearly ten months with
tually no government at all. In this
period the fate of the world may
be decided, and decided by de-
fault.

On gvery hand problems of the
utmost urgency call for decisions
to be taken by a strong and reso-
lute government. The

ussians
are showing definite signs of want- .

ing to try to settle the major dif-
ferences between West and East.
Western strength is being rapidly
eroded away in the Far East and
theé Middle East. What about For-
mésa? ‘The future of Chiang Kai-
shek and his Nationalist forces?
The vastly expanded arms race in
terms of weapons so fantastically
destructive that most of us simply
do not comprehend their true
meaning for mankind?
THE SQUALID LOOK

No one can have any illusions
that these basic issues will be
faced up to. Yet against this back-
ground the present squabbles in
Washington have an even more
squalid look than they would have
had in the good old days when
the functions of government could
be suspended in Washington ev-
ery four years without its matter-

much.

Something like indifference is
discernible in President Truman's
#ttitude today. It is as though he
h:d at last realized the extent to
‘ihith he had allowed things to
slip.

Last December he had an op-
portunity to clean up his adminis-
tration, That could have been dem-
onstrated to the public if he had
dismissed the two Cabinet officers
in whose departments most of the
scandals and rumors of scandal
had centered. Those departments
#re, of course, the Treasury and
the Dept. of Justice.

But this would have meant firing
the President's good friend, Sec-

ary of the Treasury John Sny-
der, as well as Aftorney General
Howard McGrath. This the Presi-
dent obviously could not bring him-

Question 18 will
race-track fans. “Have
in excess of

dealers have

In any event, McGrath was not
let out at that time. But on the
very day of the Cabinet meeting
at which most unexpectedly he ex-
pressed confidence in his Attorney
General, the President later told &
visitor that he was still shopping
for » replacement.

CLARK WEAK LINK

The trouble in the Dept. of Jus-
tice began before McGrath's ap-
pointment. It was Tom Clark,
, to

the corner cutters. Under Clark,
the deterioration was conspicuous.

TOM C. CLARK
But McGrath did nothing to rem-

a sh house

was almost impossible to get in-

formation on even routine matters.
James P. McGranery comes fo

Washington with a good reputation.

He may be able to do a badly

needed por :l:

Attorneys in_vari-
ous parts of the country similar to
that revealed among Collectors of
Internal Revenue, McGranery can,
move into this situation with speed
and resolution, Or It can be drawn
out piecemeal by the House com-
mittee) starting to investigate the
departant,

Questionnaire Had Truman Blessing °

WASHINGTON asks whether the -official has ever been associated in 3

private or business manner with an

excrnvict.
hit Government officials who sre
you won or lost any sums of money

n any form of gambling during the

past four years?" Morris queried.

his interest in Textron, a tax-{ree
ing textiles, which was investigated
from which he received an annual salary
er,

ciuding those held under fictitious names.
Presi
Strongboxes

yoars .
wife's name, or in the
mediate family,” plus
fictit

No. 14 goes into employment outside the
luding legal fees. Under this

by the
of

is understood that he resigned from this after entering
the Justice Dept., though he had drawn the salary while
in other Government positions and while Textron's tax
exemption was under consideration in the Treasury Depl.
Section B of question 9 gets down to details which
might worry some officials. It asks if any assets

QUEFI'ION 12 reads: “List all safe-deposit boxes held

five . In your
mame of any member
all safedeposit boxes held under

;I;he man who fired him, Howard McGrath, was no

ide from possible election bets—but he did own

Senate and

f $15,000. [t which subsist

are
a nominee,

club

name,
of

the im- The
counts in a Government
of his wife, member of family,
would bave hit ex-Sen. s

E
|
i
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gilt or compensation or promise thereof from ary
firm, or corporation for aiding any dealings
agency of the Federal Governmen

‘The two next questions inquire eommissicas
or brokerage fees received from outsiders; or any type
of compensation for the referral of business.
last asks for details

part of the Lincoin Downs race track in Rhode Island
ted on legal betting.

over $500 is, or
of Government of-

Question 21 gets to th t i
e e e root of ‘one of the dodges of
ment business and do

law firms to handle Govern-
favors which they them-

about

lndltvhm &

answers

This 1s the. have to be swain to before
virile men blanch end resign; the document
left in the lap of new General
“To send or not fo send! ‘will

z

L

| E Y



