Editorial Correspondence.
IRRESISTIBLE FORCE VS.

(This is the second in a series of three spe-

a full peace settlement bet:
jsh state and its Middle Eastern neighbors.
‘was written by C. A. McKnight, editor of
has been in the area on a
was_airmailed from Israel.
i 'SALEM, l el ;
JERU! , Tsrae

'Iﬂl Arab nbl,prvhlun belongs in the

irresistible force vs. the immovable
object category. -

The irresistible force is the young and
dynamic nation of Israel that has neither the
desire to reabsorb the nearly a million Arabs
who fled or were chased out of Israel during
the 194849 war with the Arab nations, nor
the resources to care for them.

The immovable object is the stubborn re-

the deadlock. Yet until the refugee problem
- is solved, there can be no firm peace in the
restive Middle East.

Arab and Israelt spokesmen are poles apart
hMmﬂul::ﬂhvmhlml' origin.

Bey
danian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, sum it up
this way:

Y

1. Jewish ferrorism forced some 250,000
Arabs to flee the area now occupied by Israel
before the British evacuated in May, 1048.

2. After the outbreak of the Arab-Israel
fighting, the massacre of Arabs in a few sec-
tions and threats to others terrified hundreds
of thousands more, and prompted them to *
seek the protection of friendly Arab nations.

3. Since the ending of the shooting war,
abandoned properties of the Arabs have been
unjustly seized by the Jewish state.

(Both Azam and Nashashibi are infensely
bitter about U. S. role in the creation of
the nation of Isracl)

Jewish spokesmen like Abraham Biram,
governor of new Jerusalém, and Rabbi Yakov
Herzog of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

IMMOVABLE OBJECT

tell an entirely different version. It goes like
this:

1. There was some {errorism pri
British evacuation, but it was mainly Arab-
inspired.

2. When the fighting broke out, the Arab
nations were so confident of victory that they
sent word to the Palestinian Arabs to leave
their homes 50 that the Arab armies might be
frée to sweep the Jews into the Mediterranean
Sea.

3. Restrictions. imposed on Arabs during
the shooting war were necessary to prevent
fifth-column activities.

4. The refugees now across the borders are
victims of a war, a fait accompli. They bet
on the wrong side, and lost. Now that Israel
has opened its gates tp Jews all over the
world, it cannot accept a million Arabs whose
low educational level and backward economic
status would laden the young state with a
burden greater than it eould bear,

..

The truth probably lies somewhere In be-
tween. Certainly there was at least one major
massacre of Arabs, resulting in the death of
over 200 men, women and children. On the
other hand, there were massacres of Jews,
and it is a documented fact that in the Jeru-
salem corridor area at least, the Arab armies
did ask their people to clear the way for
‘what they thought would be a victory march
to the sea, g

‘The fixing of the blame for this tragic sit-
uation is important for the record of history.
It cannot be done in the heated passion of
the moment. It cannot be done while the
Arab radios in Bagdad, Damascus and Cairo
blare forth promises of a war of revenge,
echoing the words of Arab League spokes-
men. It cannot be done while the fired-up
Israglis must figuratively till the land with
one hand and carry a rifle with the other.

But the fixing of the blame, however im-
portant to history, is not so imperative now
as some method of moving the idle refugees
out of the caves and out of the camps and
putting them to productive occupations.

Several proposals to accomplish that objec-
tive have been put forward. The final article
of this series will examine them, and give
some personal conclusions.

CONFUSED AND ALARMING

DMINISTRATION concepts of unlimited

executive power, which Assistant Attor-
ney General Baldridge belatedly tried to
retract shortly before the announcement of
Judge Pine’s historic decision yesterday, have
been properly squelched. Judge Pine said
many things that needed saying, but it should
be remembered that his court is a minor one,
that the great issues involved in the steel
selzure issue will probably go on to higher
courts.

The steel situation as of today is confus-
ing and alarming, confusing because of the
legal and political morass that intertwines
the issue, and alarming because of the im-
mediate, strike of the steelworkers. Philip
Murray and his steelworkers have shown a

THE COMMAND SHIFTS

WHE.\' the hell-for-leather 82nd Airborne

nded from troop carriers onto
Hitler's Festung Europa its commander,
Matt Ridgway, was the first man to hit the
silk. His men liked him and were inspired by
his leadership. His record as a field com-
mander was enviable.

Since V-E Day General Ridgway has aug-
mented his fighting ability with experience
in the less drastic arms of diplomacy. There
were several years on the U. N. Military
Commission, chairmanship of the Inter
American Defense Board, then a Pentagon
post leading up to his appointment as Far
East commander, a job that required and
veceived from him a skillful blending of mil-
itary and diplomatic ability. No man could

FOR BUSIER BUSSES

]‘ AYBE the transit bus people over in
Memphis have an angle that will

germinate some good idea regarding Char-

lotte’s bus situation,

Memphis has the same problem Chaslotte
and many other communities have. The auto-

was simple—free rides into town during
the company picked up an™
extra heavy haul of dimes (that's the rate
there) for return trips later in the evening.

Col. Roane Waring, president of Memphis
Street Railway, put it this way: “We've had

enough e
The company’s public relations counsel,
Shirley D. Smith, said: “We finally decided

complete disregard for the nation's welfare
in walking out of the mills upon hearing
of Judge Pine's decision.

President Truman probably could use his
power and influence with the steelworkers
to get them back to work, although a more
typical reaction of the President will be to
come back fighting mad and more partisan
than ever.

Congress should consider thoughtfully the
opinion of Judge Pine that the Constitution
lodges in it, rather than the President, the
power “to provide for the common defense
and general welfare.” We hope the Congress
will put aside the inflamed passions of the
moment and now consider a positive means
of assuring operation of the steel industry
and settlement of the dispute.

{ill General Eisenhower's shoes as NATO
commander, but General Ridgway can prob-
ably do the job at least as well as could any
other man. The continued NATO service of
General Gruenther, who has expressed com-
plete satisfaction with the prospect of work-
ing with his old friend, and the warm praise
for the Ridgway selection on both sides of the
Atlantic augur well for his administration.

The ghost of the Rapido River crossing
in Italy, which caused heavy loss of Ameri-
can lives, will forever plague General Clark,
General Ridgway's successor in Tokyo. The
issue -has become somewhat of a political
football, ‘and tends to overshadow General
Clark’s proven ability, which may now be im-
pressed on his critics.

It may take more than salesmanship to sub-
stantially increase the service of Charlotte’s
transit system and give the company &

or to the

Letters should be

Reduce Local Taxes
CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tie News:
HERE has been a lot written in your paper
on the subject of the city and county tax in-
crease resulting from the new assessed taxable
value placed on all real property in Mecklenburg
County. I would also like to get in a word on this
vital subject of taxes.

The le have, in a manner of speech, been
like the lamb which was led to slaughter and
opened not its mouth. They have been propagandized
to the point that they didn’t complain when the
federal, state, and local governments taxed them
practically half of every honest dollar they were
able to earn while the politicians laughed at their
ignorance and proceeded to squander the wealth of
the nation.

Our local administration now seems to be prepar-
Ing to take a page from the New Deal I ible” that

people to wake up to the economic facts of life and
realize that unless they force the politicians to use
the principles of economy, we will all be saddled
with such a tax burden that it will be unbearable.

en the people will be ripe for revolution, by
wviolence if necessary.

Not a great deal of fault is to be found with the
rew assessed taxable value of property as such.
The big fault is in the new tax rates which the
city and county governments propose to apply
against these values. T have gone out of my way to
talk to several people who now own or are in the
process of paying for their homes. All of them,
like myself, are of very moderate means and unable
to pay more and more taxes. Each of these people
took the time to figure what their 1052 property
taxes will be on the proposed new rates of 75 cents
by the county and $1.60 by the city, as compared to
what they actually paid in 1951 on the higher rates.
The smallest increase 1 found was approximately
25 per cent. Increases in net taxes to be paid
under the proposed new rates ranged from this 25
per cent up o 60 per cent on their homes and as high
as 140 per cent tax increase on vacant lots which
they owned. All of these people cannot possibly be
excentions to the rule of a small increase publicized
by the city and county commissions.

These figures on my qwn home are typical of
the others I have seen. I have a small hrick ve-
neer home on Chesterfield Avenue on which the
new assessed taxable value of $5.430 at the pro-
posed county rate of 75 cents will increase my net
county taxes by 43 per cent. The city pronosed rate of
$1.60 will increase mv net citv taxes by nearly 45
per cent. T also own the vacant lot on each side of
my house and on the new provosed rates the eonnty
tax will increase over, 90 per cent on one lot, and on
the other the increased county tax is 138 ver rent.
On these same two lots, the new City rate will in-
erease my city tax 83 ner cent on one lot and 140
per cent on the. other. To add insult to economic in-
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jury, the lot on which my net taxes will be in-
creased 90 per cent by the county and 93 per cent
by the city has a city sewer line running through
it over which the city has a ‘ten-foot right-of-way,
thereby nullifying its sale value for building. In
addition, this same lot has a'drain ditch running
through the full length of the lot into a culvert
under Chesterfield Avenue. The City refuses to
pipe this ditch or Jet me cover it up because they
decl. it a “natural drain ditch.” This same
ditch drains the water from a City stseat through
the lot on which they are increasing my taxes
by 93 per cent.

It is yital to the economic good of the entire
community that the county and city authorlties re-
dpce the tax burden instead of increasing it as these
proposed new rates will do. If they are derelict in
their duty, the people will awaken to the realiza-
tion that a consolidation of the city and county of-
fices is not only desirable but absolutely necessary
to the efficient and economic administration of au-
thority. The community cannot long afford the lux-
ury of all these duplicating functions when it costs
them so dearly. A mass movement in this direction
should be gotten under way before additional taxes
Jeave us bankrunt and unable to finance the move.
I wish you would start the crusade — you will find
many anxious to follow your leadership.

—J. BRYAN DAVIS

Whistling Byrd

Editors, TrE News:

¢ HARLOTTE

I READ your excellent editorial on the “negativ-

ism" of recent Senatorial votes on both the
steel mill seizure and the “abolition™ of the RFC.
1t certainly was correet to point out that recent ac-
tions of the Senate may be counted as pure attempt
at harassment, (of the President) rather than a
forthright handling of the problems of the day, It is
sad to see both North Carolina Senators go along
with these tactics. In effect North Carolina and
Virginia do not have four Senatars, but actually only
one — Sen. Harry Byrd, who whistles, “follow me
boys.”

During the bitterly contested race between Sen.
Willis Smith and Dr. Frank Porter Graham, one
of the arguments offered by the Smith forces, was
that if Dr. Graham were returned to the Senate,
“his vote would cancel out the vote of Sen, Clyde
Hoey."” (presumably because Dr. Graham and Sena-
tor Hoey would not see eye 1o eye on many domes-
tic economic problems). If Dr. Graham had been
reclected, there would have been at least one
United States Senator from North Carolina. It is
true that Senator Byrd would still have had three
votes in his pocket, but that's one less than four
votes, anyway, If ever “a vote” needed to be
“cancelled out”, it was Senator Hoey's vote on each
of the domestic economic problems for the past

two years.
P. L. LINDSEY
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Nothing
miss the latest Russian move,
pointing out once again how phony
it Was. The:

be phrased. It might have been
put in a less negative and a more
constructive fashion. But no one
doubted the inevitability of the re-
Jection,
HAS BLESSING

Then what. happens? Shortly the
contract will be signed with West
Germany for participation in a
Western European army. This now
has the blessing of almost every-
one in the West, including those
who once opposed it, among them

They Want To Throw Out
Somebody, But Just Who?

By ROBERT C. RUARK

FT. WORTH
FPHE question that you run onto
everywhere you go these days is
always political, and is tinged with
a touch of desperation. It is as if, in
this big country, we were unable
to dig up a couple competents
for the chores of running the na-
tion. .

I have never seen such wide-
spread skepticism about the Presi-
dential . The average guy
around does not figure that Bob
Taft could beat most of the so-
far available Democrats. They
seem to fancy Ike, some, but the
skepticism is also there about him.
The popular idea seems to be that
@ coalition of Taft and Gen. Mac-
"Arthur will drive Eisenhower out
of the picture by convention time,

On the Democratic side, nobody
seems to have a faint idea of a suit-
able contestant. Estes Kefauver
luoks likeliest, in their minds, but
they do bt he can satisfy the South
sufficiently to knock off 2 nomina-
tion. Down here in Texas they look
longingly at Dick Russell, but they
also figure he can't satisfy the
North.

There is a general regret that
Mr. Truman will not run, because
they reckon that is one boy any-
body can beat. It would have been
simpler to present him as the
Democratic candidate, thereby set-
tling at least one side of the thing,
and the solid South, at least, wants
the Fair Deal shuffled.
PECUVLIAR APPROACH

1t's a peculiar approach to a big
political year, since nobody I've
talked to has many definite ideas,
It is raf to think of
Eisenhower, maybe Kefauver, but,
Taft, I don't think so, or Eisen-
hower, wait'll he opens himself
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eyec at Averell Hafriman, and
they don’t seem to consider Adlai
“tevenson very hard.

But there is an anger among the
&0?]9 that is also frustrated in that

'y want o throw somebody out
and théy don't know who to throw.
The constant comment is that it is
time to change, but they do not
stem to see how the change can
be effected.

The depth of anger at the last
fow years of the Truman reign is
almost constant. They are “angry
abou* Korea. They are angry about
prices and taxes. They can quote
you by the book gn the scandals,
Living costs to the scene dwarf
perspective and create apathy.
Away from Washington the folks
are real fighting sore.

There is one thing to consid-

. er among the voters that has not
impressed me

GOD OF CHANCE

One lady T know had a son who
was pretty battered up in Korea,
The other day her second son was

to Europe. She sees it *
simply that ‘it is morally wrong
o boy

question of who goes where,
The bitterness on Korea fs

up to or
probably too old. They look fish-

I*Tizaraguan Invites Self To Capital

WASHINGTON After careful considera
Truman Vs,

tory
out truce,




