Editorigl Correspondence
BITTER, IDLE, HOMESICK REFUGEES

(This is the first of three special stories
on the biggest single obstacle to a peace
settlement between the new state of Israel
and its Arsb neighbors. It was sirmailed
from the Middle East by C. A. MeKnight,
editor of TrE Nrws, who has been on a
four-week study four of that ares—Editors,

Tae News). =
JERUSALEM, Israel
flat, dusty plains of Jericho slant
+& upward from 1300 feet below sea level

Winter, the dust turns to mushy clay and
washes down the numerous wadis fo the
Jordan River and the salt-filled sea, In Sum-
mer, the sun burns hot on earth and man.
The air hangs heavy and still.
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but occasionally soften and collapse under
the Winter rains.

There are no Christians at Aqabet Jaber.
All are Moslems, and there is a mosque for
their religious rituals.

The tragedy of the refugee camps is the
continued idleness of so many potential
productive workers in an area that needs
production if it is to lift itself from a social
and economic Middle Age into the 20th
Century.

No one works at Aqabet Jaber except the
UNRWA officials and the children, %ho have
10 go to school, where they get vocational
training in addition to a limited scholastic
curriculum. The Arab men while away the
days in nearcomplete idleness, hating the
Jews, hating Americs, hating Great Britain,
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hating anyone on whom they can blame their
troubles.

It would be impossible to select a typical
refugee. They come from all cultural, social
and economic levels. Some were landowners
in prelsrael Palestine. Others were the
equivalent of the U. S. tenant farmers. Some
were Bedouin nomads who, like characters
straight out of the Bible, spent their lives
on the move, tending their camels and their
herds of sheep and goats.

But the story of Ali Ahmad Saleh, though
he is by no means typical, would not differ
in essential details from dozens of others.

Ali ic a slight, bronzed man of some 50
years whose soft, white hands bear no marks
of hard manual labor. As he stood before the
members of the American Christian Pales-
tine Committee study group, he nervously
twisted the strand of large amber beads that

rabs carry with them as a substitute
for doodling.
..

Ali's home was in the Kubab Village in
the Lydda district of what is now Israel. He
owned 24 acres of land, some cattle and 80
beehives. He estimates his total holdings at
some 8,000 Jordanian pounds—about $18,000
~—a figure that has probably grown as he
mulled his loss.

On the same night the British surrendered
thelr Palestine mandate in May, 1048, Ali's
village was attacked by Israeli forces.- The
Arab troops were some three miles
away, and were occupied with another fight,
the of the Israelis drew closer,
assembled his family, gathered together
a few personal and fled to Arab-
held territory. He has been there ever since.

Asked whether he would accept compen.
sation for his property and resettlement in

Ali replied, his black eyes flashing:
st o
and. no 4 t

Dl A accept compensal wan!

my s
“I don’t hold the Jews responsi

much as the Americans Biton,
who betrayed us. Even
skyscrapers, we will scorn them. We want
only our lands and our houses.”

Halim Bey Saba, Jordanian official
of the UNWRA, told us that Ali's unwilling-
ness to accept compensation and resettlement
in other Arab nations was typical of the
overwhelming majority of the refugees.
“They say they want only to return to their
former homes, and I believe they mean it,”
he said.

Thus is created the major Impasse that
blocks a permanent peace bétween Israel
and its Arab neighbors.

The infant Jewish state doesn't want to
reabsorb the hundreds of thousands of Arabs
for understandable reasons that will be de-
veloped in a subsequent article. And the
Arab states in a position to absorb them,
mainly Iraq and "Syria, don't want them:
for equally understandable reasons.

And so they continue to exist off an inter-
national dole—idle, bitter, resentful—a gold
mine for Communist agitators and a mark
on the conscience of a world that has not yet
found the right answers'to one of the biggest
human problems of our times.

(Next: the conflicting Arab and Israeli
viewpoints on the cause of and responsibility
for the refugee problem.)

END OF ANOTHER ERA IN JAPAN

SEV!:N years ago this week Superfortresses
from the Marianas attacked seven air-
fields on Kyushu Island, Japan. U. S. carrier
planes attacked targets in the Sakishimas.
American foot soldiers on Okinawa retook
Kakuzu, and advanced toward Tanaburu.
General MacArthur announced gains on
Luzon and Mindanao Islands in the Phil-
ippines. The British captured Toungoo. north
of Rangoon.

That week Mussolini was shot and hung
by his heels. The Americans and Russians
Joined on the Elbe and Stalin, Churchill and
Truman hailed the junction. The San Fran-
cisco U. N. Conference began. Secretary of
Commerce Henry Wallace had just received
the Churchman Award “for the promotion of
good-will arid better undesstanding among all
peoples™ Gen. Pat Hurley reported from
Chungking that the U. S., Britain and Russia
were in agreement about China, favoring its
unifieation. Ernie Pyle's Brave Men and
Richard Wright's Black Boy were non-fiction
bestsellers, and Lou Nova outpointed Fin-
land’s Gunnar Barlund.

Viewed against this perspective, the end
of the occupation of Japan and signing of
the peace treaty yesterday. is not startling.
Atfitudes, allegiances and alliances change
quickly these days. The events of “April,
1945, vivid in the minds of today's very
young men and women. seem a part of an
old and seldom-remembered life. The next
seven years may record an even greater
change.

Secretary of
contributed substantially,
{from this side of the Pacific, {0 the success-
ful conclusion of the treaty and security

'l'henlhmnl:thndumuuuulm
#nese people and their lesders helped in the
democratic Indoctrination. Our former en-
eafles are now our friends. However,
years from now Japan may
#spouse Jome cause or coeed with which
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‘The papers are signed, and the men who
made possible Japan's return to the family of
nations are deserving of great credit. But
some of Japan's old problems, that con-
tributed to her desire for conquest, are still
with her, along with new problems. Trade
and tariff wars increase their scope in the
Pacific and Southeast Asia. Japan's teeming
millions continue to be forbidden permanent
entry into many countries. Japan is under
considerable pressure from the West, for
good reason, not to trade with neighboring
China.

The acid test of statesmanship will come
in the meeting of these and similar problems.
If they are not successfully met, the treaty
may become, as many treaties have, only a
piece of.paper of historical interest.

MESTA WON'T MISS

THE career Foreign Service people can
pick up some diplomatic pointers from
Madam ‘Pear] Mesta, Envoy Extraordinary
and  Minister Plenipotentiary from the
United States to the Grand Duchy of Lux-
embourg.

Madam Pear], who par] flair for
gracious entertaining and u&m with
the right Democrats into a diplematic assign-
')mznh recently extolled General, Eisenhower's
work in Burope to U. S. audiefices. Some
Democrats didn't like the way she was build-
ing up a strong Republican candldate,

So she talked the situation over with the
President. He thought it over for a moment,
then said Pearl, you go right on making
those speeches.

So she did, telling a European ai
last week that General Eisenhower

ence

Textile Union Troubles

NEW YORK
By DANIEL R, WRIGHT
In The Wall Street Journal
TIIE C.LO? third largest union iy on the
roj

5.

At a moment when Phil Murray's steelworkers,
with Harry Truman's help, seem on the point of
getting the biggest wage boost in their history, and
in a period when Walter Reuther's auto workers
are quietly enjoying long-term contracts, Emul
Rieve's textile workers are trying to fight off wage
cuts while they battle among themselves,

Elected delegates of the Textile Workers Union of
America assemble this week in Cleveland for their
seventh biennial convention. They will face an ad-
mitted. crisis. Their union’s membership is declin-
ing; its treasury is depleted; many of the Northern
factories % has organized are fleeing to the South
where it has largely failed to organize.

R

Against this dark backdrop civil war is flaring
withia the big brotherhood, which claims bargain-
ing rights for 400,000 of some 1,230,000 textile work-
ers in this country and Canada. One possibility: After
the convention is over, instead of one king-size union
arrayed against the mill owners, there may be two
unions spending most of their time fighting with
each other. And if T. W. U. A. does come back
from Cleveland in one piece, the bitterness of feud-
ing may continue to impair its effectiveness as a
bargaining agency.

Opposing generals in this “brothers’ war" are
the 58-year-old Mr. Rieve, who draws down $16,000
a year as union president, and George Baldanzi, 46,
who gets $13,500 yearly for his services as executive
vice president. Both gentlemen operate from the
eighth floor of the union's modern Manhattan
headquarters. When they meet publicly in the ele-
vator an air of icy formality prevails; when they
talk about each other in the privacy of their of-
fices their language drifts into unprintability.

These feuding leaders worked in closest harmony
for many years. In the early 30's the beefy and
rumpled Mr. Rieve, as president of the American
Federation of Hosiery Workers, cooperated with the
slight and dapper Mr. Baldanzi as president of the
Federation of Dyers, Finishers, Printers & Bleach-
ers, another A. F. L. organization. In the late thir-
ties, when John L. Lewis got the C.1.0. rolling, they
joined to help found the Textile Workers.
SOUTHERN MANEUVERS

In 1949, Mr. Rievs sw.osisfully urged Phil Mur-
ray . Baldanzi in charge of a general
C. 1. 0. campaign to organize workers in many in-
dustries throughout the South. At the time T.W.U.A,
had close to 90 of its organizers on loan to the
C. I O. for the big push. But shortly after Mr. Bal-
danzi became drive director, Mr. Rieve began with.
drawing these men from the general campaign
and confined them to organizing for the Textile
Workers,

In 1950, at the last T. W. U. A. convention in
Boston, President Rieve suddenly attempted to purge
his executive vice president. But Mr. Baldanzi de-
feated the Rieve candidate, M. §. Bishop, vice presi-
dent in charge of cotton and rayon aetivities. 1.050
to 750. Will another unseating attempt be made?
Mr. Baldanri thinks so.

Rieve followers say the whole trouble is that
Mr. Baldanzi is busily working for the day when
he hopes to take over the union's reins, when he
should be giving his all for the boss.

Mr. Baldanzi replies he wasn't cut out to be a yes-
man. And he contends that T. W. U. A.’s Executive
Committee, composed of the, president, executive

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

vice presidenf! secretary-treasurer William Pollock,
and the union's 20 vice presidents, is run by Mr,
Rieve “the way Joe Stalin runs the Politburo.”
Most of the vice presidents do not receive a
salary from holding that office, but depend on Mr.
Rieve for another appointive job in the union, such
as industry, area or state director, which pays a

salary,
ECONOMIC BACKGROUND

Both sides have been concentrating on their poli-
tical warfare during the year-old textile depression.
Since last Spring T W. U. A.'s weapon of last resort,
the strike, has been used sparingly. “We haven't
been anxious to play into the hands manufac-
turers looking for ways to cut down their big in-
ventories,” explains a union official.

The pace-setting “Big Three” in the carpet in-
dustry—Bigelow-Sanford, A. & M. Karaghuesian, and
Alexander Smith—recently canceled their contracts,
Ppresumably to seek wage reductions.

Union members governed by cost-of-living con-
tract clauses are holding the short end of the
stick these days. Some 45,000 woolen and worsted
workers and 20,000 cotton and rayon employees have
just taken a cent-an-hour wage cut because of a
drop in the Government's cost-of-living index.
THE UNION TREASURY

A recently released union financial report for the
fiscal year ended Feb. 29 tells how troubles have
gouged the treasury. The union boasted close to
$4.5 million early last year, but now it is in danger
of falling under the $3 million mark. £

“Expensive strikes, reduced dues collections re-
sulting from mass unemployment, heightened em-
ployer resistance tn new organization, increased
costs for all T. W. U. A, operations — these caused
the decline,” the report reads. A union statistician
notes unemployment has cut the number of dues-
paying members to under 300,000 from a 375,000
pesk a year ago.

Union people sav they'll recaver their losses when
the general textile picture brightens. The thing
they're really worried about, they declare. is that
efforts to organize in the South have fallen wav
short of expectations. “We just can't seem fto get
going there,” says a T. W. U. A organizer,

At present roughly 80 per cent of the cotton and
rayon industry s located in Dixie and all the new
svnthetic fiber plants are being installed there.
‘The union bargains for about 125000 workers, or a
fifth of the total. in the South; in the North it bar-
gains for over 250000, or close to 85 per cent of the
otal.

Tn the last two vears the union has lost some
17,000 members in the South. T. W. U, A. organizers
blrme Southern emnloyers' anti-union cameaigns.

One oreanizer mlls ont frcts and figures which
indieate thaf Southern workers can he nretty ex-
pensive even after thav'va heen nired, About a
Fear ago it cost T. W. 7. A, £1.251.000 o finance
40.000 workers on strike helow the Mason-Dixon line
for a nerind of five weake At the same time it
enst the unfon onlv $5000 fa keep 70000 New
Encland workers on the ni~¥et line a month

An oreaniver exnlains: “When yon cal! a strike m
the South it isn't long hefore the wnrkers are
showing un at local headauarters ing us for
monev to keep uo pavments on ears, refrigerators
or what have you" He adds*that in the North the
men ean be eounted on to tighten their belts as soon
as a big strike threatens

Mr. Paldanvi claims this is all ponoycock, “I have
great faith in those hanlese Southern workers.”
Re savs. He thinke T. W. U. A.'s future hangs on its
success in the South,
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prisoners of than they have ever pre-

war. Until rather ‘recently, how- viously put on. The of

ever, it had been hoped that only a  their air power has al

few of the Communist prisoners in though at a more gradual rate.
hands would refuse to go home - Of their strength there is neo

— 2,500 was the official estimate, doubt. But they have suffered fear-
further hope was that some fully from plague and other dis-

system of figgery-pokery would pases this Winter. And

conceal or condone the failure to Where lies their advantage in pro-

return this small-number of pris- lmduﬂﬂlmhlﬁ:hmﬂl.'ﬂl

oners. Instead, ‘when a census all its inherent risks?

was taken in the prison camps it It is worth asking

was found that out of 170,000 pris- tions to point up wl

omnhwbrmhmdn.mlm:n l‘:ﬂ‘:hmmmhmd

100,000 all ferred death to Korean situal
I.rh'.lu.A&“! the truth s that American and

RO e e P
re has a sort
this episode. The very withdrawing from

enormous of these
Communist prisoners who wish to Want a peace — a

change sides — has instead pro- Hence the basic questions
foundly ts t and depressed our Rever beem lm‘m-n:, l;:d “-‘: bave
policy makers. But the irony pales, gone

unfortunately, when compared to that the Panmunjom talks

lun\e episode’s possible lmpllnllnﬁ somehow, n:n“:lv. produce an
plain terms, governmen

~Britain and DANGEROUS ASSUMPTION
leaders here, in.Britain and in Pethaps 1t Is ight to bide time

lem b
m;.;m.:nm terms. But it is certainly danger-
as was

thought. At ous to assume, in the way is

the same time, the Soviet peace now fashionable in Wi
uﬂlm;; which raised ll!n::: hll‘.llil drifting involves no risks

hopes of a Korean seitlement own.

also_been_rebuffed by Secretary d h'mw
of State Dean G. Acheson. And = tion was current until is
the Kremlin has out of its proven, in turn, by the proposal to
fo indicate that there really Ridgway from the
wasn't any peace offensive aft- theater he knows and has com-
er all, by denying previous re- manded so brilliantly. President
ports of Stalin's alleged advocacy Truman wanted to honor Gen.
of Big Four negotiations to the re- Ridgway, because of his fine job
tiring Indian ambassador. in Korea, by giving him Gen.
Maybe the U. N. effort to break Dwight D. Eisenhower's command

the Korean deadlock may get some. in Europe. Gen. Omar Y
where, but it hardly seems likely, ' Who was Gen. Ridgway's We
It is much more probable that Wartime chief, wag his strong sup-
the armies in Korea will continue porter’ for this promegion. The joint
to confront each other, while at chiefs of staff recommended either
Panmunjom, the negotiators will Gen. Ridgway or Gen. Eisenhow-
continue their empty e1's chief of staff, Gen. Albert C.
Can this situation be indefinite- Gruenther, Even now, everyone in
ly prolonged? In theory, of course, Wa 0 sa! “On
it can. The morale and training of it looks like Ridgway."
the American and United Na- Meanwhile, the new breakdown
“ of the Korean talks has also

tions’ forces are considered excel
lent, Their equipment is ample. caused a new wave of apprehension
2bout a renewal of serious hos-

Gen, Matthew Ridgway not long
ago invited the enemy to attack, tilities there, Perbaps this may
and promised to make him regret 1ule out Gen. Ridgway in the end.
it. But if the enemy does not at- Yet it is still extraordinary that
tack, how long can we afford to with the Korean task so obviously
have the bulk of the American unfinished, the end of danger in
Army stranded on this distant Korea should ever have been tak.
peninsula? en for granted for a moment. While
By the same foken, the Chinese the drift will
Communists and Korean forces

At Last Here's A Hotel
Where Customer Is King

By ROBERT C. RUARK

FT. WORTH fountains everywhere.

I HAVE JUST run across al = .Green was annoyed for years by

unusual operation for this age—
a hotel wmczegives the customer the abuse of hotel carpeting, so hir
what the customer wants instead halls are clad in rugs which al
of what the hotel wants him to ready employed a cigarette-burc
have. This is revolutionary indeed ~and a foodstain design in their pat-
in an'age which the customer is lerns. Green also has special ken-
adjudged guilty until he proves bels for the dogs of guests. He scat-
himself innocent, ters the latest popular novels and

Man named Hank Green started ™A8azines throfighout all rooms.
out as a busboy in the hotel dodge During the years he rattled about
a long time ago, and worked in a. the hotel business, Green was burn-
variety of jobs.all over the world, ing slowly at the restrictions most
getting sorer and sorer by the day, Old-fashioned hotelries impose on
He managed to ¢® rich vis a flock their guests. As a result Green's
of assorted companies and facto. Service runs 24 hours a day. A man
ries, and he collected some part. Who wants a full meal at 3 A. M.
ners and built himself a hotel ac- just picks up the phone and they
cording to his own ideas of right ~Will speed it over to him in motor-
and wrong. carts.

Hank's hotel is named the West-
tern Hills. It's sprawls on the west-
ern outskirts of Ft. Worth and is
gaudy and neon-lit. It looks rather
like a deluxe motel. Which it is, in

¢

Although Green's monument to
his frustration deals in swank — a
fancy private bar, dress shops, and
a steak bar which allows cus-
tomers fo select and brand their
own slabs of beef — thére are no
restrictions on dress. “Come as you
are” is Green's pet slogan, you
will see people in shirt sieeves or
ladies in shorts mixing with din-
per jackets and evening gowns.

It is in many respects the finest
hotel that I have ever seen any-
where, and it must mark some kind
of change in the old, European-
management, last-century kind of
hotelry with which has
been cursed. In Green's two-mil-
lion-dollar experiment in updating
a business which is still living in
the past, he has largely eliminated
the over-lapping services which are
rackets of the itchy - handed tip
grabbers.

But it's 200 rooms are done pa-
latially and speciously. It has a
huge kidney-shaped, heated swim-
ming pool in its center. Five kinds
of air-conditioning keep the rooms
at even coolness. Some of the su-
per-suites have wood-burning fire.
places, and there is a palm.and-
bamboo cabana section on one side
of the pool.

One of Hank's pet gripes was the
constant ordeal of battling tele-
phone operators and bellboys for
such simple needs as ice and wa-
ter. In the Western Hills there are
ice machines within a step or
two of every room, and ice-water

Truman Won't Decide To Run

WASHINGTON

LOT of people are still speculating that President

Truman may change his mind and consent to be drafted
by the Democratic national convention at the last minute—
especially if the Republicans nominate Taft whom the
President does not like.

A close friend of Mr. Truman's, who once served under
him as an ambassador and accompanied him to
had this in mind when he told him that he should not put
himself in the position where he coul
drafted. The situation might be
cautioned, where the demands
compelling.

“You know me,” replied the
-‘mulLAndnhanlmlhnpmmludlann(m“
i

Truman’s Word Reverberates
G ‘

by just such an ultimatum, the State Dept. worked for
about two hours preparing a diplomatic refutation of the?
President’s off-the=cuff remark.

The State Dept. couldn't say so, but it was equally
unha revious burble about the

ed this later, the State Dept. feared
it might affect the fate of the freest and fairest newspaper
in Bolivia, La Razon. Th which

diction to his own official representatives abroad.
Remarked one Latin American editor who had been

listening to American delegates argue for international

press freedom:

. "'h‘:-ybe ulch:: ‘v;r‘e fi press had better start worrying about

laws to prof on the national level rather

the international level.” faw

is pro-Argentine and has some Communist links, may well
follow the example of Peron and seize-La Razon exactly
as he seized La Prensa.

U. S. For Free Press
ON top of this, American diplomats for some time have
complete freedom

of the press.Not all Latin Ameri ts agree

-Metﬂ dSum :n this point. Several have Ml‘:l;
t an t in trying to get

U. N. to adopt an -news-

& ..{é Massachusetts today, however, voters have to
vance memorize the delegates :cd‘d

hower. Tait's delegates are tagged with hu“
fact,

|




