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WE CAN'T FIGURE OUT THE AMA '

'I‘h. American Medical Association, it

seems, Is suffering from what could be
.diagnosed a5 a split personality. It Is for re-
organization of the Federal medical system.
But it's agin® It too.

Early this month a Senate subcommittee
‘began hearings on §. 1140, a bill resulting
from recommendations of the Hoover Com-
mission which would ereate a Department
of Health and unify the 30-0dd overlapping,
unicoordinated Federal medical agencies.
Dr. Walter B. Martin, AMA spokesman, tes-
tified that “The American Medical Associa-
tion s in favor of the establishment of a

. Department of Health and is in wholehearted
sccord with the desire to effect economy in
the operation of Federal medical services.”

That sounded good. It seemed that the
AMA was finally going to throw its consid-
erable weight behind this worthwhile legis-
lation.

Dr. Martin had reservations, however. He
sald that inclusion of armed services hos-

pitals In the proposed consolidation at this .

time would be unwise because of the Korean
War and threats of other wars.

Bome of the bill's staunchest supporters
agree there Is merit in this reservation Dr.
Martin éxpressed. They have suggested that
some sort of compromise be worked out.

So we looked hopefully for some sort of
8 bill, some start at least toward a united
and sensible Federal medical system.

But what has happened? The' AMA has
given its ultimatum of opposition and backed

, out.

Other medical groups, such as the Amer-
fean College of Surgeons, the American
Academy of General Practice, are behind
the bill. But it will have tough sledding
without support by the AMA. We can't figure

“ out the AMA position on it, because it seems
that doctors as well as the general public

POLITICAL HYBRID

THOMAS H. BURTON ls like 3 man
who makes a motion ahd them  votes

would stand to profit from a system which
would permit fuller utilization of hospital
equipment and medical skills, and consoli-
date the purchase, storage and distribution of
medical supplies. We've seen recently, in the
investigation of armed services waste, how
costly uncoordinated Federal /purchasing
practices can be in the military establish-
ment, which now—as a result of adoption of
another Hoover Commission recommendation
—Is consolidating its purchasing. S.1140 aims
to effect similar economies for the medical
services, and the AMA, by walking off, prima
donnalike, Isn't helping the nations tax-
payers.

“ We don't know how our local doctors feel
about this, but we hope those who share our
conviction let their thoughts be known to

Senator Hoey, who is on the committee which *

has the bill

A WARNING .

“@WNE of the great curses of this hour is the
» ertravagances of the Federal Govern-
ment. Extravagance is like a contagious dis-
ease—it spreads outward from the source of
infection. As the government is, s0 are the
people. A wasteful, reckless and extravagant
government always creates & wasteful, reck-
less and extravagant people.

“This Government of ours has become the
most extravagant upon earth. . . No scheme
is too wild, no expenditures too great, to
rally around it the support of the United
States Congress. . . Thus, one after another,
our Government takes up new schemes, new
enterprises, and increases year by year the
annual expenditure out of all proportion to
the increase in population and wealth.”

(From Governor Charles B. Aycock's last
message to the people of his state, prepared
for delivery in Raleigh, April 12, 1912.)
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That having been done, he may then take
his chances in the Democratic primary. It
will be see what 10th District

In explaining how he would have his cake
and eat It, too, Dr. Burton says he hopes

DIXIE ‘REBELS KEEP MUM ABOUT THIS

Tﬂl average Southerner may not be aware
of it, but there are two basic weaknesses
in any third “splf " party movement that
his Dixie political leaders are keeping quiet
about.,
The first is that the revolt scheme would
« deprive the Southern voter of his Tight to
help elect the American President. Leaders
of the anti-Administration rebellion hope to
capture so many electoral votes that nelther
major party candidate will get a majority
of the electoral votes. That would throw the
election into the House of Representatives.

In other words, the Southern voter who
follows a splinter party movement is effec-
tively handing over his ballot to his state's
Representatives, to cast as they see fit. His
vote amounts to no moré than a management
proxy at a stockholders' meeting. This runs
counter to one of the deepest traditions of
the American democracy.

The other weakness the Dixie rebel lead-
ers aren't saying much about is the strong

From The New York Times

MR. WILSON

IN A special message on F&b. 11 President
Truman asked Congress for a two-year
extension of the Defense Production Act,
placing major emphasis en stiffening its anti-
inflation provisions. He called particularly
for repeal of the Capehart, Herlong and But-
lerHope Amendments, which were added
Jast Summer when the bill was first extended.
This week hearings began before the Sen-
ate Banking Committee on successor legisla-
tion to the present measure, scheduled to
expire on June 30. Charles E. Wilson, Mobil-
jzation Chief, was the first witness, and his
“testimony was, as might have been expected,
a restatement in the main of the Administra-
tion's position. He is quoted as saying:
“Prices have remained fairly steady since
ceilings were imposed: yet industrial output
last year rose 10 per cent, the number
of business firms {n existence rose, and cor-
porate profits were twice those of 1840.”
This sort of suggestive but meanirgless
Juxtaposition of figures is a favorite tech-
nique of the Administration, but one hardly
expects it from the presumably non-political
head of the defense effort. How 1040 got
into Mr. Wilson's statement we don't know;
but if one is going to point to the fact that
profits have doubled since 1040 he should
certainly add that in the same period whole-
sale prices have ru.*mmetm

@ successful third-party
election

loses the nomination, we trust he will
lead a futile third-party revolt that would
have little, if any, chance of succeeding.

1f Southerners are fed up with the Demo-
eratic Party, the Republicans would be happy
to have their votes. The third-party move
ment offers them nothing.

ON THE DPA

porate tax Mabilities bave soared 900 per
cent, and that the whole economy today, by
that statistic so fashionable with the Admin-
istration’s economists, the Gross National
Product, has swollen to well over three times
the $100 billions of 1940.

Price and wage controls must, of course,
be continued until we have surmounted the
peak of the defense effort. If the Second
World War taught us anything on the do-
mestic front it was the lesson that prema-
ture and partial decontrol can be both
chaotic. and dangerous. But the Administra-
tion should bear in mind that many in
Congress aye in a critical and skeptical mood
at the present time. They can remember
that what were first “schedules” of produc-
tion subsequently became “hopes”; they are
conscious that in many areas predicted in-
flationary pressures have failed to develop,
and they can hardly be expected to have
forgotten the recently announced “stretch-
out” of the rearmament effort.

In short, the record of the Administration
on the defense program has not exactly been

dom to approach Congress in the present sit-
uation with appropriate ‘humility and with
2 more lively sense of respect for the general

hllﬂll‘““mr-lﬂ!ﬂm
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“What Are The Refurns From Key West?’

Letters should be brief.
from publication in the discretion of the Editor.

Objects To Editorial
CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tz Nrws:
I HAVE never written a letter {o a newspaper tak-
ing exception to an edil 1, but after reading
your editorial entitled “Comedy Of Errors — With A
New Cast,” the temptation of rebuttal is too strong

to 3
In this editorial, you take a dig at J. Lester Wolfe
jon rendes by him that the State

, and as
better than your remark “He has let
d into

himsel! be a most
political hotspot.” Mr. Wolfe is

decisions with an eye to his political future,
in accordance with the existing law of the land.
“Rurry Up Mac" were followed
of the mijority seems to out-
welgh the rights of the minority, ‘then our whole legal
procedures would be just so much window dressing,
and the minority would have little protection.

T am personally just as much interested lr seeing
Charlotte get the $1,000,000.00 for its airport runway
extension as your newspaper, but 1 shall defend to
the last the orderly uninfluenced procedure of our
courts. Point your finger rather at the inept manner
in which the City Officiéls have presented their case.
In your frenzy, you are shooting at the wrong tar-
get.

GIBSON L. SMITH

Three Cheers For N. C.

Editors, Tz Nrws
=B“HOM North State
Nothing on
said more :nd still be truthf For instance, one
of our noblest sons, Billy Graham, is striving his
best to get Texas to make the :ee:llu‘n l;or kCm'i.ll
well as all of the country. Again ank you.
- = — MRS. PAUL LEVERETTE

ASHEVILLE

for the editorial, “Texas Has
You could have

UL

Young Man Replies

A o P CHARLOTTE

Editors, Twz News: .

PM!I A. Yandles letter “Dancing Is An i
which aj

et ropulsive, and & ovoking. '
e, ve, and provoking.
lﬂ’l;'m should be done to stop dancing in our
public schools.” This is pathetic because the words
Tirongly fmply that the author was an innocent vic-
tim of an unnatural and unbappy childbood. Without
visualize an ungainly youth,
concerning dancing —
this in mind, one can
cynicism, and

nc
a taboo. Perhaps, bearing
forgive the author for his virulence,
insiplence.

“1 think dln:lnﬁll far more harmful than smok-
ing.” This is repulsive because it is indeed difficult
to d the malicious on of an in-
nocuous, healthful diversion such as dancing, and

Drew Pearson’s ‘
Meqry-Go—Round

Arms Program H

WASHINGTON

n.-ﬁmm-um-—tummmudm

The News reserves the right to condense.

thereby defending a foul, offensive, and detrimental
babit such as gmoking.

“1f a young mdn can dance with a girl in his
arms and not have evil thoughts, be is not a normal
person.” is pro becguse it is an unmis-
fakable insult to all young men who are free from
moral defilement. Only a degenerate mind could
sustain such an unsound caluminatiop. person
harboring such ridiculous idealisms, and suffering
from such a depravity should not be welcome fn the
presence of women, and certainly should not be ae-
“f""‘ as a dancing partner.

am a young man.

1 like dancing.
x?&mmmmmw\mnnmmm
8
1 consider myself normal.
1 a young girl go wrong on &
much too public.

(CE CRAVEN BYRUM.

A Defense Of Dancing

CHARLOTTE
Editors, Taz Nrws:
IN THE People's Platform of March 18, there

evil of dancing, In which he condemns
:l of dancing in the public schools, as well as other
aces. -

During my twelve years of schooling, I attended
various schools, and not one of those schools taught
the type of dancing described by Mr. Yandle. In
the comparison between the smoking on the school
grounds and the dancing, I disagree with Mr. Yan-
dancing is more harmful than
and heard of cases where

ordinary

their church m

Kknow what type of dancing Mr, Yandle is speaking
of, but certainly the majority of the young people
heartily disagree with his opinion.

© . —MISSE.EP.

Quote, Unquote

WE WOULD like to see

(Ga)

strike in order to use up the

" Third Party Bolt May Pose
Grave Constitutional Crisis

again, 2 marish
crisis may quite pos-
sibly result. For Republican

and a Trumen decision to rum
would encourage them to believe
that Taft could become President.
The rs have already
served notice that they will bolt if
Taft and Truman are -
jor party candidates. And it is

only too easy to see what all this
might mean.

Some Southern strategists make
no bones about it. In case of
Taft-Truman race,
throw the election into the House
yes, by denying to

man the coasti-

South's whole quota of 120
votes i Sen. Richard Russell, of
Georgia, agrees to become the
Southern candidate.

- This means that either Taft or
Truman would have to beat the
other by a-decisive majority of
as much as 268 electoral votes to
136, and at least 266 to 167, in or-
der to be elected. If Taft and Tru-
man ran even fairly close, no one
would be elected, and the night-
mare crisis would be on.

is not very helpful in
trying fo determine what might
bappen then. The election has been
thrown into the House twice be-
fore in the past. The first time was
in 1800, when Thomas Jt
and Aaron Burr tied lectoral
votes. The second time was in 1824,
after the passage of the twelfth
amendment, when Andrew Jack-
son led the ballot with 99 votes,
but failed to get the pecessary ma-

ty.
Yet neither of these previous
erises provide am exact precedent,

partly because the twentieth, or
“lame duck’ amendment has been
passed in the meantime, and part-
ly because other

were so On both these
past occasions, a third party
acted as a catalyst, breaking the
constitutional logjam. In 1800, this
role was played by Alexander
Hamilton, who hated Jeffe

erson, but
bated Burr (whom he called,

the k in the House
lasted until January 20, the deci-
i ~Senate,
which must elect the Vice Presi-
the same Way. If the Sen-

ate had given majority to a
candidate, be

Vice Presidential
would become acting

line to become atting
depending oo which party won the

House.
This interpretation of the Con-
stitution (which is over-simplified,

Ruark Still A Bashful Boy
When Helen Hayes Is Near

By ROBERT C. RUARK

= NEW YORK
'Il' MISS HELEN Hayes makes
no other co culture

! to
this year, she has at least provided
a lead paragraph such as you sel-
dom run onto. Herewith lead:

were talking about pickling

and deciding whether her busband,

Charlie MacArthur, could peel a

‘lzenlnn to sult her fancy.” End of
20

It s this kind of stuff that
wrecks the interview business, be-

Also, she distracts you. I dis-
tinctly remember asking her some
technical question about “‘Mrs. Me-
Thing,” her- current Broadway
business, and winding up by prom-
ising to take her young son Jamie

shooting before next Christ-

mas.
What T get out of an interview
with Helen Hayes is that she is
at 51 than she was when
rted to be jealous of her
husband, back some 20 years ago,
when made moyie catled
“Farewell to Arins.” I hated Gary
, too, because he was the
man who made her cry in the ple-

ture.
But she bas just finished this

new film, called “My Sob Jahn,'
she makes a picture after

17 years that jor

my calendar. So

the picture is that nobody ever
gave her a script to work from and
that she hooked a mighty fine rug
while she was waiting for the mills
of Hollywood to grind exceeding
small,

She is also one of the few peo-
ple 1 ever met who car make
growing flowers interesting. Miss
Helen was looking at one of her
own prize blooms recently with
something akin to smugness.

“This is a damned fine rose,”
said the first lady.
and-so eritic is going to tell me it
isn't” 1 expect hanging arognd
with that MacArthur for the last
20-0dd years has it a wee
sma' touch of coarseness to ber
dialogue.

Another reason 1 reyere Miss
Hayes is that she and her old man
once got thrown out of a movie
theater for making an undue
amount of noise during e film
called the “Sin of Madelon Clau-
det,"” years and years ago. Charlie
wrote it, and Helen was acting in
it, and they won alF*sorts of prizes
for it,,but they still got tossed out
of the show house for disturbing

# the other patrons. This cured them
of watching their own work.

There is nothing coherent I can
tell you'about Mrs. Helen Hayes

artichokes together. And,
stalked home late, Mama asked
me that querulous nocturnal
the wifely voice: “‘Where
you been, Buster?”

“I have been drinking beer with
Mjss Helen Hayes, dear,” said L
And that stopped her.

as No Production Goals

DII'ZNSI MOBILIZER CHARLEShE. WI[SO:;.‘M |m
¢hiefly in charge of rearming the mation. wri
llthh.UﬂdmlMﬂTuﬂ.wh&'uﬂ-
dential, giving the shocking admission that he has no
schedule for the armament program.

This is the equivalent of running a railroad without.
2 timetable. And it points to the probability that the
President will have to get » new mobilization chief or
else let arms production continue in its present
down, helterskelter condition.

ilson flew to Key West last December to dis-

cuss the arms program with President Truman, he told
the press that arms production “was right up to our own
schedules” and increasing at the rate of $1,000,000,000

o irman of the Senate Pre-
previously

uction es?
On Feb. 21, Mobilizer Wilson replied
revealing letter. Slightly paraphrased, it :
presume to my statement to the
word ‘schedulps’ was not
.. As a result, my meaning

in a brief but
read:

In other words new raw-material plants. were set up
,d-lmom any coordinated scheduling with military pro-

Lagging Arms

(O top of this, the military program is bogged down far
worse than the public realizes. To illustrate, here

are some shocking facts that the ememy already knows

about, but which the American people don't:

1. In Korea today the Communists
as many artillery founds as we ate. Obviously they are
well supplied, while our troops bave to hold back. In
fact, we are so short of shells that the Army has given
shells priority over anything else.

2. The only jet fighter plane we have equal to the
the F-86 Sabrejet. Yet Russia is now

18 to 1.
3. According to our estimates, the combined airplane
of the United States, England, France and all
other NATO countries is not equal to Russian plane pro-
duction and will not be for snother year.

to get parts. >
6. We have sent Europe less than half the military
supplies we promised ome year ago. NATO was organized
on the theory that Europe would supply the meas, we
would stpply the mal L
But though we have supplied men—despite a huge
unemployment problem in some parts of Europe —we
have fallen down on supplying planes, tanks, wespons
our recent about-face and the demand that Europe
wupply mare materiel that has disrupted European econ-
omies and led to the government crisis in France.

China Vs. Soviet
FTHE Pentagon has just received an intelligence report,

regarded as highly reliable, that Russia plans to cut
off Manchuria from Communist China and set it up as
a separate Soviet state. ‘This would strip China of fts
richest province, checkrein its growing military might
and keep it l*d!r subjugation as a Russian-Communist
vassal state.

It is no secret that the Kremlin is uneasy about
China's surge to power, and that Stalin personally doesn’t
trust the wily Chinese Comm:

lenge Russian supremacy.

Being realists, however, the Russians not only recog-
nized Mao as Communist dictator of Ghina but ‘worked
closely with him. But Mao has the Kremlin by

and for military supplies to build

»m.m his personal power., .
e ot g et e s
that it is about time Jo clip Mao's wiBgs.




