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‘ WASHINGTON WATCHDOG ’

NE of North Carolina's several able ex-

lots of sense. Speaking st the Four Free-

| doms dinner he suggested lormation of a
national citizens' committee, sort of 8 Wash-
ington watchdog to keep a close eye oxf the
Federal Government. -

Senator Douglas of Tllinols recently made
& similar suggestion, He noted that the Cit-
izens Committee for thé Hoover Report will
disband in a few months, to keep from get-

embrolled in partisan politics, and hopes
it will be replaced by a group of similar
stature.

Mr. Pace stresses that this “continuing
Hoover Commission”, as he calls it, should
be free of any To

WILL THEY STILL CALL HIM ‘FEARLESS BOB'?

ONE RESPECT, Senator Taft's angry
decision to withdraw from the New Jer-
primary is surprising. He complains

“regular” Repudlican organization
be would not

based on two things: (1) his strength among
“regular” Republicans, and the probability
that he would be able to control the national
convention, as he controlled some State con-
ventions, through his astute followgrs; and
(2) his angry, carping criticism of every
error that has been made in the past, with-
out any acceptable substitute program for
the future.

The American pegple want something
more than that. They have had enough of
politicians who rose to the top via the rungs
of party ladders. They want a leader who
rises above smug partisanship, whose stock-
intrade is hope and optimism instead of bit-
terness and criticism, whose record Is one
of harmony and faith rather than vitupera-
tion and grossly exaggerated pessimism. They
want a warm man, not a cold, calculating
machine politician. And they want a man
who not only commands their confidence,

erican
cherishes the principlé of individual
liberty.

cleaf of becoming merely an economy ad-
vocate. What is needed, we think, more than
another lobby group for the taxpayer, or as
sometimes happens, a particular group of
taxpayers, Is a nonpolitical organization with
a staf{ sufficient to bring the farflung
activity én the Potomac into an understand-
able picture, with stature and integrity~
enough to respected by partisans of right
and left.

Maybe, It may be asked, that's the job of
the newspapers. If it s, the job has grown
beyond the scope of any single newspaper
or wire service. Well, then, how about a
research organization sponsored by a num-
ber 'of outstanding U. S. mewspapers? We
think the Idea has merit, but we'll leave it
at that for now, and see if anyone else thinks
so. Certainly such an organization and a cit-
izens’ each

that impertant point we would like to add
finother—that this group, if formed, steer

(rom The Greensboro Daily News

coul
other and help establish a better understand-
ing of government.

SOMETHING TO REMEMBER

EMOCRATIC gubernatorial candidates,

| any new taxes In North Carolina for the next
blennium.

Well, why should there be new levies In
view of the surplus which the state treasury
is accumulating as revenue continues to run
well in excess-of estimates upon which the
present.state budgét was based?

Certainly so long as this trend continues
there is no need for worry about the state's
fiscal soundness, its ability to pay and its
readiness to expand badly needed services
and responsibilities. Through February tax
collections were running slightly better than

ahead of those for the  same
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Assembly was finally pushed Into accepting;
had these original estimates been adhered
to, the state's underbalance of public serv-
ice and overbalance of funds on hand would
have been something indeed.

The Daily News believes in relative bal-
ance in both fields, and not in either over-
taxing or underservicing. This is an empha-
sis which we hope and trust will be kept in
mind as anbther legislative session

3

The Union Shop Issue

Freedom To Join.
(NOTE: The Editors of The News, having come
i P of i e i oo, s
joct of comsiderable public Interest

€lple o great importance, Edltors, The News)
« o e
. CHARLOTTE
Mr, Harry A, DeBults, President,
Southern Railway Company,
Washington, D,.C.

Dear Mr. DeButts:

Fonngoodm-nymnlhvebnnlmall
stockholder in the Southern Railway Company.
1 am, therefore, taking the liberty of writing to you
In regard to a development affecting the Company

1 have recently read about in newspapers.

you af
dispatch from the Associated Pre:
that a Presidential Board or Panel has recom-
mended to the Southern Railway and.to all the
other railroad companies in the country that they
compel all “non-operating” employees to join a
lsbor union or else give up their jobs. The news-
paper article stated that there are now some two
hundred thousand such employees who are not
mhembers of any labor union and further quoted the
Chairman of the Panel as saying tht although they
are not by law required to do ®o, was confident
that the railroad companies would comply with the

nel’s recommendation.

1 see no point in undertaking to raise my small
volce in fruitless protest to those who are responsible
for this

..And Not To Join

in the principles of individual
a party to any arrangement to

Apart, however, from the principles of right and.
wrong involved, 1 should think that no business
management with foresight would de]iberately con-

to an . tion the power of total
monopoly over its labor force. I am sure you

bility of management to function

tly restricted and its strength,

and deeply believes
liberty can become
the contrary.

rection, Surely you will agree that this major step
down the same road sbould not be voluntarily taken
without its being submitted to the vote of the own-
ers of the Company.

T am not now questioning or denying the benefits
and the advances which organization has brought
to laboring men. To the extent that it attracts their

adberence benefits and advances, it is a
sound and vital movement. When, however, it re-
caives . their by mesns of
apd monopoly status and whes neither attracting
them nor persuading them is any longer
resistance nor disaffiliation on their part any
then basic incentive of sound or-

their true ppears.
arise the evils which have always attended

m es.
In the present situation we have for the first time,
so far as I knqw, the spectacle of the Government
itself seeking to cause its citizens to be forced to
and pay dues to unions in order to earn their

ving — Government person of three “Panel-

ment and assistance from the Government, have
not been able to win for themselves. And particu-
larly abhorrent is the fact that this is now sought
to be brought about in the name of war emergency.
Instead of recommending that existing status and

relationship be maintained as nearly as possible

during the emergency, it is recommended 3
that an enormous investiture, which has
cannot be achieved by the unions,

But, as a
business confronted with such proposal, 1 do feel
strongly impelled to inquire what the Company in-
tends to do about it. And as a part-owper, thougl
small indeed, I do want to say that for the raflroads
of this country, upon “recommendation” of this
three.man panel to force these employees to join
and nay dues to a union in order to hold their jobs,
wonld be, it seems to me, utterly inexcusable.
‘There was a day of tyranny when no working man
was free to join a union. Are we now to have a day
of tyranny when no working map is free tn stay out
of a union? Ts freedom mot to anv the less a

-

rieht in this land than freedom to Join?
This

of a Bar Association. But I would certainly

and resist any effort to compel me to belonz

to it. Likewise. it hapoens that T am a member of

the Methodist Church but T think it would be nothing

shart of a tragedv if all veople were required to
belone to It — or to any Church for that matter.

In this land there should be no comvelled alle-
glanes to any oreanization, excent to Government
{tself. So lang as they are within the law, the rights
of minarities, of dissenters. of non-canformists and
nou-foinérs must be respected and their freedom of
cholce and decision maintained inviolate. Unnum-
bered ‘thousands have bled and died that this shall
be s0! And I do not see how any man who sincerely

Drew Pearson's
Merry-Go-Round

on bringing Gen

and convenes and the ugual jeremiad goes
up from the usual sources. Somewhere,
around the Capitol premises there ought to
be retained the optimism, the bullishness and
the faith in North Carolina, as a constantly

and developing state, which the
figures now being cited in such addresses
as, for instance, those being delivered by
State Auditor Henry L. Bridges reflect and
strengthen.

m—ingy
We once heard a Seventh Day Adventist
preacher say that those who kept the
bath on both Saturday and Sunday wit
shrewd idea of not taking any chances

the

pe- it t of.

Here is the background story of the debate over bring-
Paris.
Preside

ing Ike back from
‘Well before the New Hampshire primary,
sent Eisenhower

Politi
WASHINGTON
POLITIC! wasn't mentioned during the backstage debate
i eral Eisenhower home, bui it hung

and
be now simply handed over to them.

To the extent that this maneuver involves the im-
plication that the railway companies should
acquiesce as a matter of patriotism in time of war
peril, it is nothing short of a gigantic fraud. Rather,
the patriotism to be questioned is that of Government
officials who are wi to use war emergency as
an opportunity and a pretext for altering
ture of this nation to suit their inclinations. In the
name of emergency they wield a fateful power which
otherwise would never remotely come within their

grasp.
But all else that can be said on the subject is

of collateral significance to the one simple propo-

sition, first mentioned above, that individual liberty

in land means freedom to join
likewise

it means the. other.
It 'seems to me that upon men who are in your
position there rests a high duty to help preserve
the rights that are our heritage and the liberty
inst such an assault as is involved
present “recommendation” — a duty to help
see to it that while we fight for freedom at the far
corners of the earth, it shall not be frustrated and
destroyed in our own land!
~WHITEFORD 8. BLAKENEY
(NOTE: See the editorial, “Governmest By
Compuision.” Editors, The News.)

George Says No
N matter what you thiak of

in thll.cnomh‘lnlﬂn 2
foreign policy, be p e game
main idea is to get forelgn aid passed.

Having already i
testify, he
Joint' Chiefs of Staff,
e's arrival.

lent

through Averell Harri- % Hoo o some White House advisers thought it would

be more diplomatic to o

mittoes whi

cial Anvitation
t “order”

have the two

him back.

Harry Truman, :ﬂ""ull

the all-important question ol
straight. Truman's

invited Eisenhower to come home and

assumed this would be done. So also did
, who, until last week-end, were mak-
' v

which must pass on foreign aid extend the offi-
to Eisenhower rather than have the Presl-

Is Truman Too Old To Run?

New Book Omits The Answer

© By MARQUIS CHILDS

'WASHINGTON
ﬁ:ﬁn‘-.ﬂ*ih
Presidency man.
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Ruark Decides Truman Is
Average Man In Giant's Job

By ROBERT C. RUARK

; a8 warily
President's ' much-b

ted book,
fearing to dip Into its forbidden
secrets until the release dafe said

know what I expected to
stter al the buildwp oo Bill

and fears and let-
Ma;

B

President” (Farrar, Strauss and
Young) I feel like I have been
idly leafing through the smapshot
album of a reasonably stuffy mid-
dleclass family. And I suspect I
am t. All wé need to round
it off is a bespectacled baby on a
bearskin.

LETTERS ARE DULL

Jimmy Byrnes about a
scolding, but that.target is a fairly
static bird.

And he did touch Congress in
the raw with his lines to the effect
that “12 years in. Washington is
enough for any man"—]
man

is a prideful to Harry'
rude threat to the music critic
who knocked Margaret's singing.
There is also a spicy bit written
to Gramma Moses, the it
painter, and a detailed deseription
of how a President gets fed, which
seemed to impress Harry. Butlers
in white ties must be still summat

else’s great-grandma may

be interesting to the relatives but
it crams the craw strangers.

information that a'man fell in
love with his wife as a boy, and re-
gards his child as peeriess, is noble
in concept and admirable in pre-
sentati a Presi-

“We have prevented a
world war. And we have
American economy on an
keel. . .."”

"This is very nice to know, since
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But we did not come here to
carp at'the content of Harry's *
serapbook. It is a_handsome vol-
ume, suitable for lending to peo-
ple, and it is full of pictures
which will at least allow you to
most of

not blow
that might hurt his
il

the esteem "of

fmy

chances if he
about

J. Byrnes or the

the reformed

s Sparked Debate On lke's Return

feared Ike might make political hay by winning over the
Con commif

gressional ittee; while the
publicans figured there
baving their man get mired up in

troversy.
McMahon Pleads

the ENATOR McMahor

of Europe.
my part”

Re-
the chance of
the foreign-aid con-

the loor debate by

n opened closed-d
urging that it was Eisenhower’s duty to Inform the
Senate how much money it should vote for the security

“There's no politics being played here, at least on
declared McMahon. “I realize it General

i leiag o0 Dooes, (vreloes. Soveat g of t, one of the sblest the New Hampshire
Pl nators Lodge
Until New Ham they were strong for it. dmisistration leadics fa the Beiati, plckad up the Il éommitise tha

But suddenly, after Ike's victory in New Hampshire, mitiee, of which he is a member, exténd the invitation.
they had a change of heart. Georgia led drive to block
mun m:e‘ddedmm baving 1 4 .

they t in favor of cutting the Mutual-Security funds; also, though I'm for it

= ks Eoutroversial question of fareign mid was euch that [ Sror f SHIEnE the Mu B Taly ot shire, whe b n. Fisc
be should remain in Paris. President. Though with his Georgia »

* That was why Semator Lodge, the Eisenhower eam- colleague, Senator Russell, there never has been too much
paign manager, voted by proxy in the Foreign Relations love lost between them.
Commitiee 0 keep Ike in Paris; also why Smith of New tly, both groups of wers
Jersey,.an Eisenbower Republican, did likewise. against having Ike return. The pro-Taft Republicans Eisenhower is the most important.”



