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\WEAKNESS OF A THIRD PARTY REVOLT

r[wl strategy of the rebellious anti-Admin-
istration leaders in the South is gradu-
ally becoming clear. They will seek to nomi-
pate an “acceptable” candidite, perhaps

Dick Russell of Georgia, and they

will urgl the adoption of a platform that is
pegged to their conception of state rights.
Failing in either or both, they will sponsor a
. mew States Rights revolt that will differ
from the 1948 model mainly in the caliber

Representatives where each state casts one
vote for one of the three top contenders.

{ This neat little scheme didn't work in
1048 because Mr. Truman won a malority
without the four states carried by Strom
* Thurmond. There is no reason to helieve it

. Furthermore, the jockeying for such an
. enormous prize as the Presidency would pro-
* duce the wildest exhibition of vote-swapping

and logrolling in the histery of the House of
Representatives, the cost of which would be
borne by the taxpayers for years.

In thé third place, a President bought and
sold en the House market would start out
under a tremendous handicap He would
owe a huge obligation to the Congressional
master-minds who elected him. It would
seriously limit his freedom of operation as
President of all the people. And it would be
difficult, If not impossible, for him to gain
and hold majority support.

Finally, we just don't like the idea of sur-
rendering our {ree ballots to the whim and
fancy ofour Southern Representatives. We
elect them to make laws. We do not elect
them to elect Presidents. And the South-
erner who willingly grants his state’s Repre-
sentatives full power of attorney for his
vole scarcely deserves the right to vote in
the first place.

There is a belter way, and one that will
not only preserve the two.party system but
strengthen it. Let the Southerners do all
they can to nominate their candidate and
write their own platform at the Chicago con-
vention. If they're still unhappy when the
shouting’s over, let them return home and
throw their influence behind the Republi-
can nominee. Many of them have been con-
sorting with the Republicans in Congress,
anyway, and if'll do no harm to make the
marriage legal.

HERE IS A MAN WHO MERITS SUPPORT

s

Jected will render acceptable service in keep-
ine with the highest traditions of the ju-
| diclary”

But Judge Bobbitt's friends, and we count
ourselves in that large company. are not so
restrained in their estimates of his record
and his . ‘The resolutions already
_adopted by the Mecklenburg, Gaston, Me-
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time in the history
‘child population increased at a substantially
mmrnum-aammmwun-

‘whole. The number of youngsters grew by
‘241 per cent, the whole population by 145

Thus was reversed a trend that had dis-
turbed population experts. The child popula-
tion had decreased so rapidly during the
1930's that by 1940 the number of children

bers and other ex:

\
for his candidacy, register the deep eanvie
tion that he would make an ideal Supreme
Court justice.

To these expressions we would add this

There has been a distressing tendency in
the past two decades to use Federal judge-
ships for politicl ends i. e. to appoint men
o U. 8. District, Circuit, and Supreme Court
posts on the basis of their political allesiance
rather than thelr mastery of the law.

State Court justices are elected
by the people in North Carolina. In the
forthcoming election the people have an
opportunity to use a larger standard for
measuring the candidates, a standard that
is marked In degrees of integrity. honesty,
abllity, dignity, traifing, experlence. and
Judieial temperament.

When the several eandidates are measured
by that standard, J William Bobbitt tops
the field. And we confident that the
people, wiser than' the politiclans seem to
think, will so recognize him.

'‘THE NATION'S MOST VALUABLE POSSESSICN

although the total population had increased
by 25 per cent in the two decades.

Two things have caused the increase: (1)
2 higher birth rate, and (2) a lower death
rate. Both belong in the good pews cate-
gory. Since 1000, the death rate among chil-
dren has dropped about 85 per cent: or. to
put it another way, In 1950 the number of
deaths among ofir children was only, 15 per

cent of what it would have been with the
- ~1900:

This big crop of yn\’u![ Americans poses
certain problems, of course. The waves have
already inundated our elementary schools,

and they'll be hitting ‘he high Schools before *

the decade is out. We're going to have to
spend more money, a yreat deal more money,
to give them the educational opportunities
they deserve. .

But 2 nation's finest resource is its people.
As long as this resource s replenished with
energy-charged children of healthy bodies
and alert n‘lndl. we need have no fear for
the future.

nists who periodically appear before Con-
gressional committees. Mr. Philbrick re-
ports that the Communist elite “just love™
Sen. Joe McCarthy's smear tactics, because
they confuse the people, make the Party
seem stronger than it is, and also hurt the
non-Communist liberals, for whom the Com-
munists have great contempt. Philbrick, un-
like the professionals emphasizes the vast

he never accepted the Communfst doctrine.

opportunity to gain ad-
iittance to the inner circle and he ‘grasped
thought, correctly, that the
and for which he
would be useful to
the FBL

Probably because of these factors- he
withe

tween ( and non-
Communists with liberal or radical ideas who
are often lumped with the Party elite by
crities.

1t's good to see a man withdraw from long
Communist association and still retain his
sense of values. Most members of the “I
was a Communist” school have painted
into an al-

emerged from his intimate
zommunism with an outlook vastly different
from that of the professional ex-Commu-

corner
most as restrictive as their esrlier Commu-
nism. .

of able, conscientious and educated jour-

The dictionary's publishers, G. & C. Mer-
riam Company, agree “that the entry js un-
fortunatd”. A change in the dictionary is
probable’

Progress marches on. And while the forms
open, we suggest that the publishers
make yét another change.

Among our friends at least, the ‘word

cohort is used as a synonym for colleague,
and we so used it in these columns recently
One of our more”discerning readers called

where

. Election Might Considerably

Influence The

Supreme Court

By RICHARD L. STROUT

(In The Christisn Science Monitor)
WASHINGTON
MPLICIT m every Presidential

election in the Supreme Court
issue 1t comes up again in 1952,

Senate, There are no vacancies on
the Supreme Court new but under

the law of averages (which even

the august eourt csn't

of how potent the change of a single
judge can oe in the attitude of the

al
to modern trends. This is particu-
larly true in cases involving eivil
rights and also iv economic mat-
ters.

The “Supreme Court issue” sim-
ply is: which presidential candi-
date would pick the best members
of the high tribunal, if and when
vacancies eccur?

MANY 54 DECISIONS
The Supreme Court justices in

/ their black robes look 8o austere

and remote that it Is hard fo re-
member how sharp their internal
differences can be. The gregt Jus-
tice Holmes lightly com-
mented that when the justices
were alons they sometimes fought
like cats. Ir testimory before a
House judiclary subcommittee in
1949, H Toulmin, Jr., an at-
torney, offered these statistics

divided “opinions: during the last
three years, he said, there had ‘been
8- five to four decisions. During
the \ast twelve years, he testified,

ruled earlier decisions,
the reversals were on constitutienal

grourd. -
‘Those brief statistics give an idea

Rearmament,

grnerally pl
right (at least in economic issues)
are Justices Robert H. Jackson and
Felix Frankfurter. Somewhere in
the middle are the other five

Judges.
Experience shows that it is hard
tell bow a man will react
once he gets on the court. The
great Justice Holmes vastly disap-
pointed Presidect Roose-
velt in one uf his crucial decisions.
Mr Justice Frankfurter was de-
nounced as a '
named from Harvard Law Sel
but has wound up very unradical.

European Debts

Again Strain French Economy

. By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON

an FRENCH are quietly going

broke, and no one seems to

know_just what to do about it. This

seem) to be the best way to sum

up the newust crisis in this eity
surfeited with crises.

The facts, as usual. are repellent-
Iy technical But the essentials of
the situation are simple énough.

rock bottom of the French fi-
nancial system is the reserve of
hard currency less than a billion
in gold and dollars, which is used
as bagking for the franc. For vari-

s reasons, including the strains
of rearmament ard the balance of
Furopean payments, the French
Treasury Is scraping this rock bot-
tom.

The French experts themselves
beliove that, unless some way out
is found, it will be necessary in
a matter of four or five weeks to
make an impossible choice. Either
the Government can dip into the
ith fatal effects on the
already eebled frané, or {he
whole Frerch armamenis program
can be gutted. If the choice is be-
tween economic disaster or stop-
ping rearmament, the latter course
will be chosen

This means, 6f course, that the
whole NATO program, which is
squarely based on the French de-
fense effort, is in serious danger.
SOMETHING 15 WRONG

Yet the fuct that this sort of
imminent daager—which three or
four years ago would have had this
city in an uproar—is now treated
wholly 4% a matter of course, says
something rather important about
the world situation and :‘he lt\lr‘rlv::l
American response to it. In fact,
an increasing number of the high-
est American policy makers have
been having a hard new look at
the whole range of the American
security program, and they are
coming to the view that there is
something radically wrong with it.

Congress willing, the United
States will be spending something
Close to $Tu billion for straight
military purposes this year, includ-
\ng appropriatiogs to the armed
services, the expdnded atomic pro-

am, base construction, and ex-
clus.vely mititary overseas aid. In
contrast, only about §2.3 billion is

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

HE U. S. Government
$260 billion, with the
will put it beyond the ceiling set
by June 30, 1053.
d budget

The newly propose
$14.4 billion further into deht, x!mby boosting interest
payments $300 million a year. At present
are socked $6.2 billion a year just to pay the interest on

the Federal debt.

Trony is that this colossal debt is swollen by
interest payments on the
Air Force are absolutely essen-

then compounded by
strong Army, Navy and

tial, but they can defeat.the nation they
defend i

on the many thousands of paf

triotic w
are trying to save morey, but rather to focus attention on
t. Anyway, here

is now in the red to the tune of
debt increasing at a rate which

5
being askea for economic-politieal
purposes, in order to deal with a
whole series of economic-political
wn“:ggu ©* which that in France
Is 2 _sample. And the Con-
gress is honirg its knife to cut
even this amount.

There are, in fact, two dai
1o our security. One Is the d:
of Communist military aggression,
to which the aggression in Korea,
invited by Louis A. Johnson's dis-
armament pian-awakened the coun-
try. The other is the darger of
economic-political collapse at some

Y it in the world. This danger
still exists perhaps even more than
m the days of Marshall
Plan, but since Korea we have
Increasingly tended to shove it un-
der the rug.

The couatries of the Middle East
might go down one after the other,
like a row ot nine-pins, even within

United States still 5
in the Middle

and able o

Indecd, we cannot even persuade
the firitish 10 adopt a policy based
on the realities of the Middle East-
ern ituation unless the British can
also be persusded that they will
win on the American swings what
they lose on the Middle Eastern
roundabouts. Otherwise the British
will contirue their present policy of
trying to hang en by their teeth
to what scraps of economic advan-
tage remain to them in the Middle
East, with ultimately fatal con-

where the Communists

ve made important gains in the
current elections, is another poter-
tial danger point. So is Japan,
where new economic crisis
threatens And there are several
others which could be mentioned.
In br'ef, some of the most thought-
ful policy-makers are beginning to
wonder if our §70 billion security
program is rot rather like a
foot rope, lovered to a man caught
at the bottom of an 80-foot well.
For the lack of a couple of extra
, in economic-political aid, at
the bottom of the $70 billion dol-
lar rope, the whole expensive, pain-

effort tu strengthen and save
free world might fail.
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~ "What | Want Is A New Model City’

A Replv To Chambers Of Commerce

What Is Economy?

(The following letter to the Comncil of State
Chambers of Commerce from Sen. William Benton
(D-Conn,) Is renrinted with the Senator’s permis.
sion, Editors, The News) .

“IHEN I retwned from Europe I found your bul
@ letin of Nov. 20 covering the voting record of
the 82nd Congress on economy versus spending is-
sues.

Repeatedly 1 have urged business groups to make
fust such analyses, applied to Senators and Con-
gressmen of both parties. I have urged them to
recognize that these questions are seldom party
questions, or partisan questioris — at least mot re.
motely as muel xs_ generally bllieved. Indeed, 1
have urged exacily the procédure you are following.
1 hasten to congratulate you on this effort and on
takipg this kind of leadership which is so greatly
needed. 1 would like to hope that your Council of
State Chambers is setting a precedent for trade and
business associations right across the country,

May 1 suggest, however, that this analysis of
yours shows the grave danger of such analyses un.
Jess the terms are most carefully defined? Just what
is an “economy” vote? And what is a “spending”
vote?

Let's take your item 20, on the 20 Senate votes
you list, just as an example. Many in Congress and
outside, in both i i

of economy versus snending, but on their own
judgment of the degree
curity in the uncertain time of crisis !
‘we are passing.

I could elaborate on this at some length, and
could elaboraté at some length on similar lines on
several of the other items you have solected. But
let me put it this way; suppose I could prove to you
1 had -positive -evidence that the Russians were
going to attack us within six months. Would you
not then agree that the issue isn’t economy-versus-

nding, and wouldn't your Chambers of Com-
merce be in the forefront for vastly increased ex-
penditures for defense? Doesn't this question illus-
trate the fact that the vote depends on the judement
of the Senator of the present danger to the United
States, rather than on his desire for economy?

On the other hand, you completely ignore bills
that in my judgment are economy bills to a- far
greater extent than most of those you list. Take
the sugar-subsidy bill. as one example, at
has cost the taxpayers almost a billion dollars since
1035, and a bill which largely benefits a fow big)
beet.sugar producers, and only 85,000 producers in
all, It is true that only four Senators, of whom I
was one, voted against this bill, and only one
Renublican, It is also true that it you had included
it, the averages and percentages you show for many
Senators would have changed.

Or take the shipping bill which calls for a long-
range expansion in granting construction subsidies
without regard to whether or not the ships will be
used on essential trade routes — this after the

Maritime Commission under the Ships Sales Aet of
1946 had sold 1,958 supposedly surplus shins causing
the Government, according to Senator Williams, to
sustain from these sales a loss of almost $3 billion,
The shipping bill is infinitely more an economy bill,
in my judgment, than many of those which you,
list. Atheugh this bill passed on a veiee , and
this itself is significant because it indicates that
many who wanted it passed did not want a re-
corded vote, there_was™ an earlier vote on the
construction-subsidy section, on which I and others
voted for economy. I need not remind you of
many other not-so-hidden subsidies to American
shipoing, such as the law under which 50 per aent
of all Marshsll plan shipments must be carried in
bottoms. We taxpayers not only say to

jends abroad, “We'll give it to you."” We also
say, “We'll bring it to you; we won't even let you
come and carry it awa;

Or take Senator Wi ' amendment to the De-
fense Production Act, calling for ‘an énd"to farm
price supports, an amendment supported by only
four Senators, of whom I am" proud to be one.
Here again, with the inclusion of this bill, ‘the
percentages on many favored Senators would have
changed |

inged.

You will see that, though I congratulate you on
your basic alm, I point out to you thaf your yard-
stick is unfortunately. inadequate, Without the right
yardstick, your measurement very. easily can be-
come inaceurate t what is actually
a great and important idea.

HOOVER PRO! .

May 1 suggest that another way fo ecalculate
ing is the way Senafors have

or failed to support the Hoover reorgani.

? 1 commend this study to you. 1

think it will show you how casual and superficial is

an approach based on appropriation bills alone. In

the last session, only Senator Ferguson and I en-

dorsed all of the reorganization proposals of the

Hoover Commission, and as you doubtless know the

record passage was pathetically and tragically
inadequate.

You will see that I feel you should throw open
your procedures to most intensive review and re-
examination — but that you should not veer from
your basic oojective of factual- amalysis of the
records of the entire Congress, the members of
both parties, all judzed by the same standards.

jon, 1 should add that one veryim-
portant yardstick, which is missing from your own
analysis, is the question of whether the taxpayer
gets something for his money or whether he doesn't.
There is fabulous,waste in many Government de-
partments which leaders in both pargies refuse to
move in and clean up. 1 am referring to sheer
waste, in contrast to the expenditure of money for
which the taxpaydrs manifestly get some value,
and often & great deal of value, and often greater
value than the cost, as they do on many
measures which you list in your voting analysis.

This is a favorite subject of mine. I would be
most pleased if you would copies to members
of your board of trustees.

Armed Services Waste Millions

‘WASHINGTON

by law—$275 billion—
will plunge us at least
t* the taxpayers

‘waste,

waste. A

are built to
t. The following il-

are some things the

boot for $24.65. There is absolutely no difference. The
Marines offered to buy the Army's boots for them, but
the Army dillydallied, Jet prices go up, finally bought the
same boot for a higner price
shoe costs $7.19 The Navy's dreds shoe costs $6.08. They
sre almost identical except for some stitching on the heel.
The Air Foree bought 1.7 million dress shoes, thus could

ets medical services pay
Force $14.15, the Navy $10.57 {6 blankets aboard

Army

... The Air Force dress

3

ashore. While there's a legitimate

long diagnosis of
dieating that Traman might be snowed under by a
Sena .

ennessee.

Members of the White House staff immediately clipped|
the Lincoln story, took if to their boss.
caleulated to make him see red, also to goad him intd]
running again.

Engineers overseas pequisitions shows they over-

stated their needs 26 to 42 per cent.

Red-tape — The Aimy used five and one-half single-
spaced, typewritten pages to describe the kind of ping:
pong balls it wanted to .
tape surrounding Wocld War 1I benefits, that the Army]
mailed out $30 million in overpayments Arm;
gineers are building homes on military
per family unit, whereas FHA indicates the same home
can be built {or an sverage $9.400.

A few dollars here and there may not seem like much,.
but what some of the military- don't realize is that when’
you lump them together, they run into millions.

w Palace Guard Loves Lushness
E U. S. Government is now in the red to the tune of
staying in the New Hampshire primary,

. There was so much red

En

35 y
bases for $16.500.

, Gould Lincoln,
writer of the Washington Star, published a
Senator Kefauver’s campaign plan, in!
young

The story was

year the armed forces bought This is probably the greatest danger in the current
of coftee, thereby creating a jockeying for position inside the Democratic Party —
Army, Navy, Marine Corps in-  namely, that the President who gets mad easily and shoots
cotfee-roasting planis . . .  from the cuff, may decide to run not because of any con,_—

listed under different names  sidered thinking but his dander up. '
the Army may order several is what members of the palace guard
not cealizing that it has ample have in mind when they put exactly the right newspaper
gh under a different sum-  clippings on his desk. If he doesn't run, they are out of

Department js supposed to finish a  the most lush, glamorous jobs *hey have ever hiad in all their
this waste, but it won't be lives, and ever will have. Reople in that position dom’t
.. A fivemonth study of give up easily. Yl




