* THE CHARLOTTE NEWS

3B DOWD.ooooeoereeoerenmnnn Genegal Manaer

B - Executive Editor
C A ; Editor %
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1952

HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN

ANY thousands of you News readers
will take part of this weekend to

" eheck over your gift.lists and make sure

# Christmas cards for their original

you haven't overlooked any persons on it

Won't you take that opportunity to re-
member the poor and unfortunate residents
of the community, young and old, who are
dependent upon. the funds donated to the
Empty Stocking Fund for their Christmas
ifts?

Last year. a total of $606236 .had been
eontributed to the Empty Stocking Fund
o Dec. 20. Today the figure stands at
$681572, more than $150 below the 1951
total

In spite of the signs of prosperity, the
wolunteer workers at the Christmas Bureau,
who ‘administer the funds given to the
Empty Stocking Fupd, have found the need

SOMETHING?

greater, not less, than last year. One reason
is that the community is constantly grow-
ing. Another is that the very inflation that
has brought prosperity to some groups has
squeezed tighter the family budgets of the
poor. And there are the foster children,
and the very aged to remember.

News readers have been kind and gener-
ous this year. Some of the contributions
are small, some are large. But all of them
are needed if the community Empty Stock-
ing Fund is to fulfill its objective.

So in - chbcking your lists,
“Have 1 forgotten somethin,
something happens to be the Empty Stock-
ing Fund, won't you do your part to see
that no child in Charlotte or Mecklenburg
County will miss the thrill of Santa Clau«
next Thursday morning?

FOR A MORE REALISTIC OBJECTIVE - ’

RMAN Paul R. Younts of the Urban
Redevelopment Commission has made a
sensible suggestion to the Charlotte Planning
Board. We are confident that it will be acted

¢ stemmed from a
year's study of Charlotte's blighted areas by
the Urban Redevelopment Commission and
engineers. They found:

(1) That the 15 areas designated as
blighted contained a total of some 900 acres,
and that there was no possibility of rede
veloping all of them in any reasonable
period of time.

(2) Meanwhile, the fact that the areas had
been tabbed for redevelopment had incon-
venienced owners of property within the
areas by impeding normal buying and sell-
ing operations.

Hence, Chairman Younts asked the
Planning Board to cut down the number of
designaled sections to a more realistic and

more carefully defined redevelopment objec-
tive.

In this new study, it will be essential
for the Planning Board to follow closely the
wording of the Urban Redevelopment Act
as it may be amended in the forthcoming
session of the General Assembly. The act
spells out a very precise definition of a
blighted area, and it is this definition, rather
than the Planning Board's standards, which
must be adhered to if the Urban Redevelop-
ment Commission is to be on solid legal
ground in future projects.

Mr. Younts' progress report to the City
Council, a full account of which was pub-
lished in Wednesday's NEws, shows what can
be done with two relatively small areas at a
relatively low expenditure of public funds.
It opens up for Charlotte residents an
expanding herizon of municipsl - develop-
ment if they but continue their warm sup-
port of this worthwhile program

READY FOR THE TREATMENT

E NOW, what's this? Congressmen
}lln turning up information that reflects
unfavorably on other Congressmen, and. pub-
licly spanking the Army Corps of Engineers.
For legislators who might want dams in their
district some day, this takes considerable
courage.

For 15 months Rep. Robert E. Jones,
Alsbama Democrat, and his Public Works
subcommittee members quietly gathered
data on our public works program. Here are
some of their conclusions:

The Army Engineers exercised “flagrant
disregard of a law requiring them to keep
plans up to date”, and submitted deceptive
cost estimates.

The Engineers and the Bureau of Rec
lamation spent more than the amounts
authorized them.

Nearly $4 billion will be needed fo com-
plete partlyconstructed jobs, the costs of
which continue to rise because of inflation
and the old practice of underestimating
costs.

1t all started when Congress authorized
funds to plan various projects to have
ready in case of an economic slump after
World War IL. That was sensible enough.
But the slump didnt come. Some of the
projects were started anyway, even though

the executive branch. which is supposed to
control the Army Engineers, disapproved
many of them. The Army Engineers simply
curried favor with the legislative branch,
where enough logrollers could usually be
mustered to approve the projects

The subcommittee got to the heart of the
public works program deficiency when it
examined ways of determining need for con-
struction. One factor, it said, should be
“the willingness of the immediate benefici-
aries to participate in the work by the
contribution of furds p egortionate to the
local benefifs”.

We'll buy that idea. Public works pro-
grams are often financed practically in toto
by the Federal Government. In some cases,
a device for costsharing by local bene-
ficiarles is devised, but often the local share
is preposterously low.

When communities are forced to bear a
falr proportion of the cost of public works
from which they benefit, there won't be so
much pressure for unnecessary projects, and
Federal funds won't be tossed about so
freely.

We'll soon have’ in Washington an admin-
istration which prescribes, as the remedy
for many ills, more local government, fewer
Federal handouts. The public works program
is ripe for this treatment.

THE CHRISTMAS GREETINGS WE LIKE

JR HOUSE is now well.ornamented with

Chiristmas cards. They're very attrac-
tive when strung. with bright red ribbon,
along the wall where there should be, but
_ isn't, a picture. Theyll brighten up the room
wntil New Year's, \then be sorted. Those
without accompanying_notes will
carded: the Others will be answered later
(next Christmas, most likely.)

. \
Going through a whole stack of Christmas
eards gives one a warm, happy feeling. It's
nice to know you have so many friends,
and to know what some of them are doing.

But what do you find out about a friend
from the average card” Not a darn thing,
except that he can still spell his name, or
that the printers didn’t misspell it Some
persons, and they're in the minerity still use
urpose—
to exchange thoughts about Christ's birth-
day. This idea largely gave way to one of
eatching up on correspondence, renewing old
acquaintances. But now the conyentional

and fake precedence over
Millions

inside them a picture of a pine tree or
dog, an Olde Englishe or Biblical
scene, then rushing to the overburdened
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Post Office with these impersonal things
which mean little to the recipient.

With just a little imagination, and no
more expense, the Christmas greeting can
be transformed from a chore to a pleasant
reacquaintance. A few personal words writ-
ten on a printed card will work wonders,
or you might send along a picture of the
family. Or a newspaper clipping about you.
or @ mutual {riénd. rather than trite poetry.

Ex-Newsman Cam Shipp wrote a piece on
“How To Write A Letter” for the Christian
Spience Monitor a while back, and in it he
tells of some of the meaningful brief mes-
sages he's received. One fellow wrote, “We
are eating three times a day. How are you?*
That didnt say much, but it was written on
the back of the writer's bank statement,
which intrigued Cam and his family for an
entire evening. as the sender intended. An-
other time, Cam’s Aunt Margaret back here
in North Carolina sent him a receipted bill
for her new $28.75 hat. On the reverse side
she wrote: “Whee!” There, too, a moment's
effort by the sender afforded the recipient
a few chuckles and pleasant memories

We'll hang up all the colored cards, and
they'll look pretty. But we'll cherish more
highly those pictures and clippings and
meaningful if brief notes from old friends.

And even hat bills, i they're paid.”

MINIMUM
GOALS
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People’s Platform

PAA Denies Pearson C hdrge

NEW YORK

Editors. Tur News: .

WE are

informed your paper earried Drew Pear-
n column accusing Pan American of ob-

structing return of servicemen on Sabena Airlines

for Christmas. The charge is not true.

1t is not ordinarily the poliey of Pan Ameri-
can to complain 1o edicors about what they print.

In this case. the error

is so serlous and involves so

important a subject that we are taking the liberty of
bringing to your attention our answer to the Pearson

charges. People in our position are defenseless

ex-

cept for the protection affordéd by the traditional
fairness of the American editor, We shall be grate-
ful for your assistance in correcting the damaging

impression which the ‘Pearson article must have
made on many of your readers, Our statement fol-

lows:

More than a thousand servicemen and women

are being brought home for Christmas under Pan

American World

Airways special “Operation Way

Back Home,” Willis G, Lipscomb, vice president
traffic and sales, said today. The program is keyed
to the low-fare tourist<lass services which Pan
American fought for many years to secure. The
low fares now are making possible this mass move-

ment of troops on furlough.

‘ommenting on charges by Drew Pearson that
Pan American is obstructing the return of service-

Christmas, Mr.
charges were refuted by a letter {rom Sabena

* men from Europe on Sabena Belgian Airlines for
Lipscomb pointed out that the

to

Pan American and published in the press 12 days

before the Pearson column appeared.

“In cooperation with the aymed forces special

services in Europe, PAA

months ‘ago set up a

special program to help servicemen get home for

holidays.” Mr. Lipscomb said. “At that time, Pan

American considered operating the flights as char-

ters, at a lower rate even than the regular tourist

fare. but could not be certain that such charters
S.

would be permissible under U.
lations and under the intern;
which govern airline tariffs.

government regu-
agreements
Pan American did

not ‘at any time interfere with an arrangements
made by other airlines. Proof of this is the fact
that several charters have already been operated.
In the specific instance cited by Drew Pearson
charging that Pan American forced the cancella-
tion of a charter of the men of the 322nd Signal

Battalion of Darmstadt. Pan American has

following letter from John Kumps, Sabena rep-
resentative in Frankfurt: ‘With regard to the cancel-

lation of the charter arrangements that
made with the 322nd Signal Battalion we wish
advise that this was done the notification

a
our head office in Brussels which stated that it is

a violation of International Air Transport
ciation Resolution 045. W

was any misinterpretation on the part of the
that they obtained the im-
American may have imposed

chartering party and
pression that Pan

re sorry that there

bena

to
of

on the arrangements and we have notified the

group to that effect.

“The plain fact is that PAA is not responsible

for the

decisions of other carriers to run or not

to run charters. All we know is that our own pro-

gram is on an unassailable basis and is
servicemen dependably.” Mr. Lipscomb sai

—WILLIS PLAYER,
Director of Public Relations

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

Korea, he not onl

out a statement for the press.
1t

hat statement had been published it would have (o see so many
round world 1t would have made more headlines
than some of the President's own torrid letters and press

statements:

Roughly, here Is what Eisenhower wrote out in long-

u had gone to Korea it would have
been political demagoguery, since Mr. Truman is a poli-
tician and doesn't have the military background t

hand and planned to say:

such a situation.

ving the
id.

. in Congress. Very rarely are special, select or joint

Chicago
Mitchell, a

Favors Non-Segregated Schools
‘CHARLOTTE St

Fditors, Tuz News;

Y older son, age seven years, s a student in the

public school system. 1 regret the fact that in
patgonizing a segregated school, I theepry. cond
my own child toward undemoc attitudes
and bebavior. 1 am guilty of e against
manity.

America now lacks the ability to lead a free
world to lasting peace. Our moral stature is inade-
quate for such leadership. Unless we first show s
value here for all people, the world will reject de-
mocracy as a way ot life

Argumepts in five cases of race segregation
have been édmpleted in the United States Supreme
Court. If the court rules against segregation in our
elementary schools, we Thust accept the decision
in good faith. Any attempt to evade it would e
tragic.

1f we have the Christian spirit to practice broti-
erhood unlimited by color, we can establish peace.
Continuance of owt unholy caste system will make
a third world war certain.

*  —REV. ORA WILBERT EADS.
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manship.

Congressional Quiz
By CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY

Q—Has a former U. S. Senator hesn elec_led
to a seat in the House recently?

A—Yes. ExSen. Garrett L. Withers (D-Ky.),
unopposed this year in Kentucky’s d Con-
gressional District, will take a House seat when the
g3rd Congress convenes. He served in the Senate’
from 1949-1851. He will be addressed pmret[y as
“Senator” since former Senators are entitled to
use that title for life. Sen. Matthew M. Neely (D-
W.Va) also has served in the Semate, then the
House, now is a Senator again.

Q—How can the State of Maine elect its Sen-
ators and Representatives in September while the
rest of the states do ngt elect state officials until
candidates for national office are picked in No-
vember. \

There
2 man can

pine trees
1l

lacs.

A—Maine merely exercises its prerogative un-
der a section of the U. S. Constitution which says,
“The Times. Places and Manner of holding Elections
for Senators and Representatives shall be pre-
scribed in each State by the Legislature thereof...."

to
Q—T've heard of a “standing committee” of  place
Congress. What does this mean? Shcresstil

A—There are 15 “standing” committees of the

Bankrupt Democratic Party
Split Wide By Factionalism

\ ~

. WASHINGTON  Stevenson's loyalty to ' Mitéell
'lulmvmhi-hw says much for hs character and !
for the Democratic Party are integrity. But what it does for the |
not entirely in agreerent on how , Democratic party is open to ques-{
to get the machine back on the tion since Mitchell does not have,
‘road to solvency and the prospect, the allegiance of any of the reigw |
awm.mmhummm4mu¢mwn
height of understatement. appraisal of those who know the!
At least three separate and dis- nmyum|hemnu-otu::§‘
tinct factions are contending wil 1o call a meeting of the nal H
m.: of elfectiveness committee. A majority, and prob.;
t they say about each :bly a tery large majority. of com-y
other s not in the spirit of charity, mittee Miteh-
and good will usually ot out of office. i
with this seascn. There is also tbe little problem !

Pregident Truma - of the deficit incurred in the ca

se
refrained from expressing them
except to closest associates.
Truman had anticipated taking
un the question of a new national
chairman for the party. But Stev-
enson started
Stephen Mitchell would be
Kept In the office for the coming
year. After he was
Stevenson

top spot. He
Frank McKinney, the Indianapolis
banker, who had been Truman's
selection

Forestalling discussion of anoth-
er chairman, Stevenson did not

iscussi
note insofar as the President was

Truman has fumed over
what he believes to be Mitchell's
ion inadequacies. And they kicked out
best chairman we ever had,
an has said of McKinney, in
order to put Mitchell in. This, il

may be
Kinney shared by few who saw
him at close range in the chair-

Postwar Shabbiness Gone,
Italians Are Happy Again

ROME
T 1S possible for a man to fall
thoroughly in love with a land
or a city or a piece of ground, and
1 am not ashimed
took one look at Italy a long time
ago and yielded up my heart.
are a great many things

is, of course, the climate and the

he ruins and the
and the little, wetsmelling vici,
which were made for people and
burros to walk through, not for big
Lanza autos or imported Cadil

1 am not much of a sight-seer,
and will allow the ruins to come
naturally, and I am not impressed

feur. 1 can have more fun
Al with a fountain than with a cathe-
dral, more pleasure at a sidewalk
cafe or under a grape arbor than
on a conducted tour of some ego-
tist's monument to his own mem.
ory. I lump a huge Texas hotel
with a statue of an emperor or a
pyramid. All three were basically
founded on conceit.

Byt there is something perma-
nent*and gracious and a little slow

about the i
people who have been -

who have lived under dictato
and

5

-

“Rainn

my
paign. The committee kas put thif
at $500,000. Those in the know
lieve it is much higher —
$900.000.

In the palmy days of the party
son, dinners

seon on such occasions.
incentive exists today with
party out of power. .
Recently in an interview
he had talked with Governor
don Persons of Alabama, Mit
r

Stnate and,

o
lady from Nigeri
who went for a ride on a tiger,'
Mitchell may find_himself taken:
over by the South. That is the fear!
of Northern Democrats who read;
Mitchell's Alabama interview with
great uneasiness. If he does ac
tually stay in for the next 12
months, Mitchell will bave to
come up with some milracles, and!
Democratic miracles just now cal!!
for a high order of faith and ca-
pacity. e

In this, the Winter of their d!
content, the outlook for the Derfio-~
cratic party looks . unrelievedly!
black. But the political climate can
alter swiftly, While the various fac-
tions seem to be widely separated,!
a shift in the economic weather —|
a drop that would carry down the
prices of cotton and tobacco with,
the Republicans following. a high-;
tariif policy — could bring them
together again. They were, afteri
11, pretty closely united in the ad-!
versity of 20 years ago. '

saying that he

nominated at

Chicago lawyer, in the
reby replaced

ion on a happy

To many visitors since

ded, is a view of Mc-

By ROBERT C. RUARK

we gave Italy after the war. Tt
was a sad and shabby nation at.
war's end, and it seems neither
sad nor shabby now.

At one time in Bari, T saw the
whole .economy of a nation
wrecked by the arrival of one
American convoy, with its loose
dollars and its eagerness to spend
them recklessly and to bell with
the welfare of the people, Fifteen-
lire wine was suddenly 1,500 lire,
and food prices capered stagger-
ingly. There was suddenly nothing
for an Italian to buy even if he
had begged or stolen the money
to buy it

During the occupation and-aftet
it seemed that all of Haly was
living off the black market. Ev
erything was dollars and cigarettes
and tires and food and equipment.
Nice girls adopted prostitution te
feed G. L babies, because what
they made in the daytime as
clerks or stenos wasn't enough to
keep the pasta in little Pasquale's
mouth.

Shabby was the word for Htaly
after the war Shabby and hurt by
a double occupation, the Germans
first and the Americans later. 1
suspect that. as allies, the Tedes
at recent wars, people chi were kinder than the Amerk

rship cani. We came into this country as
under . and when we made

a§ that 1

love about Italy. There

and the blue sky and
broad avenues

people of this

Senate. 19 of the House. These are

committees of Congress, in contrast o the special

or select committees which may be created tem-

porarily or to handle a specific problem. There are

at present five House select and special commit-

tees. In addition, there are more than a score of
. . Ay

join! an
also devoted to more specific activities. The stand-
ing committees handle almost all the legislation

committees referred bills and rarely do they report
out bills.

Ike Suppressed Angry Retort To Truman

WASHINGTON

wllEN President-clect Eisenhower heard wha President
Truman said about demogaguery and his trip to

it the ceiling, but sat dows and wrote

particularly perturbed by the Korean visit, and there was
no specific reason why his game was off . . . Ike golfed
in red baseball cap, bright yellow shoes, and pink sports
shirt . . . Arriving at Pearl Harbor, General “Slick” Per-
wmlookddmw:’blhem'dlndmrked:

vote later.”
M tegy — announcement
that he had a plan to end the Korean was_relayed
i aboard the Helena, he was skeptical, but

-

er
necessary charity, and who
still come up proud and pretty
much unhurt by a great many cen-
turies of privation-
1 was here after the war and
the war, of course, and it is
wonderful to see a nation in proc-
ess of reclaiming itself. I was nev-
er much of
keeping his brother, but I think we
got a lot of bait back in the aid

have the peace and became co - bek
ligerent the attitude was still that
of the conqueror We were about
as painful as we could possibly be.
We betrayed considerable trust
and hurt a lot of feelings and
fouled up the economy beyond
recognition. 3

Italy is not shabby any more,
It has come vut of the ashes with
a loud bang. 1

a man to work bard at

self into a potent position with the President-clect. N
Most Navy men have been dubious about Eisenhower't
attitude toward the Navy, figured that as a lifelong Army
mnﬂhe would favor his own branch of the service.
owever, persuasive Admiral
- b al Radford, scheduled to

plane and asked the pilot:
“Can't we thake room for the Admiral?”




