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UMSTEAD, HODGES ET AL

%/0U WOULD never guess it from the head-

lines. but there are some important
offices at stake in Tuesday's election other
than the Presidency and the Vice-Presidency.
The voters of North Carolina will also be
asked to pgfly on Democratic and Republican
« or state and local offices, and in
these fields, the Democrats clearly offer the
better tickets.

This Is partly due to historical causes.
Republican Presidential voting strength in
North Carolina has never reached down to
state offices, because the party organization
has been kept small and compact at the grass
roots level.

Partly it is because the Democrats have
trotted out this year an unusually fine array
of candidates—men who would be good can-
didates no matter what their party affilia-
tion.

It is not often that voters of a state have
» chance to elect such outstanding men as
William Umstead and Luther W. Hodges.

Democratic candidates for Governor and _

Lieutenant-Governor respectively . . . or Thad
Eure (Secretary of State), Henry L. Bridges
(State Auditor), Brandon P. Hodges (State
Treasurer), - Harry McMullan  (Attorney-
General), Charles F. Carroll (Superintendent
of Public Instruction), L. Y. Ballentine
(Secretary of Agriculture), Waldo C. Cheek
(Insurance Commissioner), Forrest H. Shu-

ford (Commissioner of Labor). William A
Devin "(Chief Justice of the State Supreme
Court), R. Hunt Parker and Jeff D. Johnson
Jr. (Associate Justices of the Supreme Courd).

The Democratic candidates on the local
ticket merit the support of the voters of
Mecklenburg County, too. Fred H. Melntyre,
nominee for the State Senate, E. M. 0'Herron
Jr.. E. L. Hicks, Arthur Goodman and Charley
Gillette, nominees for the House of Represen-
tatives, Register of Deeds John R. Renfrow,
County Treasurer Jessie Caldwell Smith,
County Chairman Sid Y. McAden, and County
Commission nominees Carl McEwen, S. S.
McNinch, Craig Lawing, and Ernest K.
Brown are all strong candidates—so stronz.
in fact; that only the State Sematorship is
being contested by the Republicans

In rolling up a huge vote on next Tuesday,
then, the people of Mecklenburg County have
a great opportunity
majority for Democratic state and local can-
didates—a majority so big that when the
political affairs of North Carolina are dis-
cussed these next four years, that big bloc of
votes will be a constant reminder that Meck-
lenburg. at last, is swinging its weight in
e election of state officials,

We recommend—and urge—that Mecklen-
burgers vote the straight Democratic ticket
for state and local offices, no matter how
they mark the Presidential, Vice-Presidential,
and Congressional ballot.

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT—III

Or THE THREE proposed amendments to
the N. C. Constitution on the ballot Nov.
4, the third is of the least urgency, but it
merits

approval nonetheless.
The ballot will read as follows:

FOR amendment providing a uniform
method for filling vacancies in certain state

AGAINST amendment providing a uni-
form method for filling vacancies in cer-
tain state offices. >

The “certain state offices” covered by the
amendment are Supreme Court justice. Su-
perior Court ‘judge, and Superior Court
solicif

itor.

The pertinent section of the Constitution
now reads: “All vacancies occurring in the
offices provided for by this article of the
Constitution shall be filled by the appoint-
ment of the Governor, unless otherwise pro-
vided for, and the appointees shall hold their
places until the next regular election for
members of the General Assembly, when
elections shall be held to fill such offices”

The amendment will insert, after the words
#General Assembly”, this phrase: fhat is
held more than 30 days ofter such vacancy

occurs.

In other words, if a vacancy occurs 30 days
before a General Assembly election. ap-
pointees will hold office until the date of
the election only. If the vacancy occurs 30
days or less before a General Assembly elec-
tion, appointees will hold ,office until the
second General Assembly election, or two

years.

A case from recent history will better
fllustrate the proposal. OnOct.” 14, 1850,
Justice Seawell of the State Supreme Court
died. A General Assembly election was sched-
uled for Nov. 7, about three weeks later.
Governor Scott appointed Murray G. James
to fill the vacancy, and the Supreme Court,
in an advisory ruling, held that James could
hold office only until Nov. 7. That forced
the State Elections Board to rush the task
of getting mominations from the party
executive committees, printing and distribu-
ting ballots to all county boards, and holding
the election.

THIS HIGH-LEYEL CAMPAIGN oy

CAMPAIGN, said the man, shaking
his head, is about the dirtiest, roughest
ever. Nonsense. It's actually quite dignified,
historically speaking. It has not even_ been
Intimafed that either candidate believes in
free love and has fathered illegitimate chil-
dren, nor do the most violent partisans sug:
gest that either is a drunken old sot. Grandpa,
who waved flaming torches that would have
Torrified our fire department and sang most
te songs about the opposition, would
have thought this a disgustingly high-level
paign. .
MWe were reminded of all this when the
came to town. Mamie said she
heard a boo, and our Mayor Shaw made that
ul response
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The lazy man yoted.

ATk ) Daily Times.

The job was completed in time in 1850,
but had Justice Seawell died a week or ten
days later, it could not have been done

The change, then, will apply only in the
event the vacancy occurs within 30 days or
less of the next election. The change is not
of earth-shaking importance, but it will pro-
vide a more orderly procedure in the event
other vacancies like that caused by Justice
Seawell's death occur in future years.

Tue News recommends the approval of the
amendment.

A GENTLE REMINDER

R a good many weeks now. Tur NEwS

has been carrying Dr. George llup’'s
sampling of public opinion on the national
glection.

We have considered the Gallup poll as
news, and interesting news at that. Anyone
interested in the election is also interested
in the gradual trends and sectional differ-
ences as reflected in the Gallup poll.

1t is not, of course, a perfect measure of
public opinion. No poll, however scientific,
can possibly be accurate down to the last few
percentage points. Too many people are
reluctant to talk to polltakers. Others are
apt to tell the polister one thing and vote
another way. And in this campaign. espe-
cially, there are so many vast unknown
qual jes that anyone who attempts lo pre-
dict the outcome of the election on the basis
of the Gallup poll or any other is taking a
very great risk.

We mentign this because. in 1948, millions
of Americans whose hopes had been built up
by the polls had those hopes shattered. Many
of them blamed the polls for leading them
astray. But the fault really lay with those
who used the polls as crystal balls instead
of reading them as news.

And so, this gentle note of warning. We
have given you Dr. Gallup as information.
We make no prediction of the outcome of
the election on the basis of his analysis, and
we trust that you will use the same restraint.

The curreat issue of Space (a house organ,
not a comic book) does a little reminiscing
about previous campaigns, There was the
time the President of Yale, who probably
never even thought of merely questioning a
“Harvard accent”, said tory for
Thomas Jefferson would mean “our wives
and daughters the victims of lezal prostitu-
tion, soberly dishonored, speciously polluted:™

Jeffersonians were pictured”as :xn»u
and #mucderers”. Cleveland, who itted
dalliance witl the bibulous and rather care-
free Maria Halpin. was termed a “libertine™.
And Nan Britton, you'll recall, called Presi-
dent Harding “daddy”

In the old days, addiction to strong drink
appeared to be an asset. A wellintentioned

Democratic editor mentioned Henry Harri- 4

son's association with hard cider, whereupon
the Whigs rolled out the barrels and rode
them to victory. n

Shucks, youngéters, this campaign isn't
dirty. Downright respectable.

1 like what the Southern colonel said: “If
those dam' Yankees don't quit votin' the
way we do this whole country is going to be
in an awful mess* Best summary for the
two-party system that made this nation great.
—S8t. Louis Post-Dispatch.

7

Scandal as a political weapon is as dan-
geraus as a sword without a handle—Kings-
port (Tenn.) Times.

Man at, telephone: “How's that? Sorry. I
can’t understand you. To whom did you wish
to mumble” '—Asheville (N. C.) Cituzen.

He says it was easier
he didn't. 5

to pile up a historic. -

7/ Feel Al;ything Yet?’

People’s Platform

Letters should be brief.

ter's name and address must be given, but may be withheld
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CHARLOTTE

Follow Byrnes, Byrd

Editofs. Trr News:
seems now from the news that if 1 vote for
Stevenson I am not voting the Democratic
ticket but for some other kind of an ultra-smart
new Fair Deal ticket.

Now even Roosevelt's son, John, cannot vote
his father's Democratic ticket, When men like
the governor of South Carolina and the governor
of Texas. also Senator Byrd and many others, risk
their political lives to vote for a change. then peo-
ple who are oo busy to know all the (acts should
uphold them.

Can anyone now successfully deny that if 1
vote the misrepresented Democratic ticket, I am
voting against part of our fundamental Bill of
Rights and Constitution; voting for socialized med:-
cine, more class antagonism, more capital and labor
trouble?  Voting for less states rights, but for
more government ownership, more controls and
less freedom. More cepiralizd  dictatorial gov-
ernment, more government empiogees, more spend-
ing, more taxes, higher prices. cheaper money and
cheaper morals which go together. I will be vot-
ing for moré socialist prosperity at any cost which
must finally burst when our people will be so con-
fused that the Russians may take us over into

Communist slavery.
—JIM DOBETTER.

Careful, Republicans

Editors. Tur News:
I REALLY don't think General Eisenhower will
like this.

I read in a Baltimore paper, Oct. 25: “I hope
when General Eisenhower gets in the White House
he puts all you back in your place.
You guys have listened to Harry Truman and got
10q big for your britches." (Signed) “Sam Houston,
San Antonio, Texas."

Frankly speaking. 1 don’t think that is why
the Republicans of North Carolina are backing the
General. If that is why the Republicans are try-
ing to win may God have mercy on thelr souls

—JAMES K. ALEXANDER.

BELMONT

Likes The News

Editors, Tue News.
I HAVE read so much about people criticizing your
paper and saying they will never read it agan
because you decided to take a stand and back Gen-
eral Tke. A lot of these people were Charlotte
citizens whom the paper w to represent and it s
awful and disgusting to have your own people criti-
cize their paper.

ALBEMARLE

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

alleging that Harry S. Trumay
Ku Klux Klan in 1922, M

051 si

Harry S. Truman was running for Vice-President.

However. they were not published by Winchell at
1d have had an opportunity
n they could have influenced 2. Office Exi

that time. 1f so, the voters
to pass on their validity whe

In the future I think some of the citizens of
Charlotte, who so rudely criticized your paper,
should write in again. this time to thank you and
your paper for backing the general and what you
thought was best for them and the rest of the
people.

In my opinion, The. Charlotte News is one
of the finest, if not the finest, daily newspapers

published.
—BOB MORTON.

Still For Ike—And McCarthy?
CHARLOTTE

Editors, Tu News:

MECARTHY has protested too much and ope be-

<Y1 gins to wonder about his own affiliations.

One thing 1 know. He would condemn with-
out a trial. He would prosecute without competent
evidence, He would judge without facts. ~His
method is the method of Communism, which re-
verses the age old doctrine of the presumption of
one’s innocence until found guilty.

The Bill of Rights to McCarthy s but a use.
less appendage to our Constitution. The club that
he desired to beat Governor Stevenson with on his
campaign train is the hammer and sickle of Rus-
sian force.

Above all, it is a Republican conspiracy from
the high command all the way down to McCarthy
in the sewer. They all pray to their dols
that it will dethrone reason and supplant it with a
mirage of the truth, a phantom of their collective
passions of hatred and distrust.

isenhower voters, do vou still claim McCar-
thy to be your lawfully wedded ally, your very
qun fellow” traveler_on Nov. 4th?

—MERCER J. BLANKENSHIP.

Doesn’t Think It's Good

Editors. Tne News:
JCVERY day we hear “You've never had it so
RO

CHARLOTTE

od.”
Are the boys fighting in Korea having it so

Are any of us having it so good when every
man. woman and child owes over $4.000 on our
national debt?

Are we having it so good when it took our
government over 13 years to indict Alger Hiss?

Are we having it so good what with mink coats,
deep freezes. corruption?

Are we having it so good when the little man
from Missouri can fire a great fivestar general
when he dared make suggestions that would have
brought the Korean War to a quicker end? e

TNl take a truly great American on Nov. 4. [
like Ike.

—FAITH JOHNSTONE LESLIE.

While renegotiating the Erco contra
the fact that he wanted to go back to

expenses home.
from the government on its war work.

was not available for comment.

ixon let drop
fornia to run
for Congress and borrowed money from Erco to pay his
Later he repaid the money.
have been purely coincidental, but Erco received a retund

Erco officials confirm the above facts. Senator Nixon

ses—In making his radio report to

People’s Platform

\gg . Open-Minded Voters

" Editors, The New:

5

True Republicans may feel proud
of Mr. John W. Hester of the out-
raged soul for his submission of
Oct. 27. ed an all-too-
obvious fact, mamely,  that since
the GOP has mo meritorious past
record or substantial platform for
the future aggrandirement of
America, the best that the rock-
ribbed Republicans can do is reg-
Jster a protest vote.

Mr. Hester rose to the position
of mouthpiece for Republican, ad-
herents when he:admitted tiat it
was the best he could do. To the
Republicans, a_vote not for Ike,
but against Adlai, is as good as
any, however.

But let's remember that the qual-
jty of the government is better
indicated* by the votes of the
open-minded, rather than those of

the asinine.
—JOE E. BROWN

Tax Rate Hike 4

Editors, The News:

Regardless of the merits of an
issue which is placed before the
voters we feel that the voters are
entitled to be informed as to just
what they are voting for.

To that end we would appreciate
vour doing what you can to inform
the voters that the present N. C.
constitutional limit on the General
Fund tax rate is 13 per centum. In
voting FOR a limit of 20 per
centym on the General Fund tax
rate the voter will actually be
voting for an increase of 5 per
centum on the present limitation.

—G. A. HUTCHINSON, Pres.

Charlotte Property
Management Assoc.

HARLOTTE

Speak Up, Ham
LINCOLNTON
Editors, The News:

What is wrong with Ham Jones
that he doesn't appear on televi-
sion for himself> Why does he have
10 have Cam Morrison do his talk-
ing for him?

Apparently Mr, Jones is ashamed
even of his own record, so much
50 that he cannot face his constit-
uents. Let's put a man in Congress

_ that will serve all the people, alL
the time—Mr. Charles Raper J&
nas.

~CHARLES EUREY ~

Prayer Is Needed
CHARLOTTE
Editors, The News:

We are nearing the day when we
must all do our duty ‘and go vote
for a man to lead our nation. We
should all get on our knees in pray-
er and ask our Father for guidance
on that day. If we do that, I feel
sure the right one will wvin.

—MRS. MAYME BARGER.
What'll Youynve?
CHARLO'
Editors The News:

At this stage of the Presidential
campaign. General Eisenhower is
in much the samé position of King
Henry VII, in Shakespeare's
drama:

His promises were, as be then
was, mighty;

But his performance, as he is

TTE

- now, nothing.

What a burden Eisenhower has
accumulated in these weeks of
campaigning! His promises change
with the climate, the geographical
interests, as well as with ethnie;
racial, religious. and occupational
preferences. What a burden!

His theme has been the theme
of “Whatll you have?” Lower
taxes? Sure thing! Lower prices?
That's easy! Step right up folks
and name your own ticket. Some
of you love the Republic:
Earl Warren? 1 love him too. On
the other hand there are those
among you who adore the Repub-
lican Joe MECarthy? Why there
isn’t a nicer fellow around.

What'll you have? Peanuts. pop-
corn, and crackerjacks, and there’s
# prize in every package for the
kiddies. You want us to stop shilly-
shallying with Joe Stalin? Certain-
ly. You want us to cut our ex-
penditures in Europe? Why, that's

It” may

session. however,

o Veterans Record—The best v
ator’s record is by his work on committees. Ni:
to: the Laborhlnd Public “Welfare Committse, ey
portant group because it handles the Taft- 2
i, Dotk o oartey A,
t of 18 full commiltee meetings during the last
ur.

what T've been saying all alonzy
What'll you have? Just sname it.

You want us to bring the boys
home from Korea® A erying
shame, why sure, immediately.
You want us to get “the Korean

Social ty? Why is in
Texas 1 am talking, 1 would say
that if anyone is interested in So-

But in Detroit, why now, that's
different. 1 believe strongly in an
expanded Social Security program
Why the Democrals haven't done
half enough.

Amd- furthermore, I'm against
the Government sticking its nose
in any private business or private
affairs, except for public power,
that's where I'll increase it, and
maybe help pay at least part of
your doctor’s bills, but we must
have less government. What'll you
have? Less taxes? Sure. More
armaments? Nothing to it. Lower
prices? That's what I have been
fighting for. Just write out your
request. What'll you have?

- P INDSEY

lc Sl 2 o
aptive’ Objects

i P ! L'llARWﬂ'!
Editors, The News:

Charlotteans who attended the
Harding-West High Football game
Friday night got firsthand infor-
mation on what a political cam-
paign in a European satellite coun-
try must be like

Anyone attending the game and
paying the required admission had
10 listen to the speech by Vice-
President Barkley via public ad-
dress speakers in the stadium,
while the football game was de-
layed about 30 minutes. This is cer-
tainly an invasion of individual
rights.

The Demoeratic party officials
are not to blame, because we all
know both political parties are
staging all-out campaigns and will
do everything they can to reach the
public. That's polities. :
- However, the Park & Recreation
Commission, or whoever is respoh-
sible for granting permission to
install loud speakers in the stu-
ium and coerce attendants at the
game to listen

ap

because the same thing would hap-
pen again when the occasion arises
They should get an Army

reprimand of “That's an order,
stay out of politics and stop invad-
ing the individual rights of the tax-
payers who are payingstheir sal-
aries

— RICHARD E. EASON

Ike And The Draftees
WAXHAW

Editors, The,News:

Just for the record and of spe-
cial interest to those who still Nave
some time to serve in the Army
and for those who might be drafted
or called back into the Army, Gen-
eral Eisenhawet's views of less
than two years ago on the subject
of pay for men in uniform makes
interesting reading at this “time.

A United Press dispatch from

Washington on Jan. 4, 1951, reads
as follows:
“Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower

said today that men called to mili-
tary service involuntarily — under
the draft, for example — should
get little if affy pay because they
are fulfilling an obligation to the
state.

“He told a news conference that
men who undertake a military ca-
reer should be paid ‘along profes-
sional lines." But the Government's
only cdncern for those who are
simply discharging their citizenship
responsibilities should be to take
S o'f‘ dependents and disabilities,

N

You don’t pay a person to go
to school,’ Eisenhower said. ‘You
don't pay a person to work out his
poll taxes. As far asy] am con-
cerned, it is an obligation to the
state.” "

As of this date he has not re-
tracted this particular statement.
Just remember, a vote for Eisen-
hower is a vote to cut the pay of
the draftees in our armed forces.

MRS. ROBERT W. BALDWIN.

Nixon’s Loans, Letters, Deductions

WASHINGTON

WALTER WINCHELL has just made public_affidavits
was a member of the

icant thing about these
affidavits is that they were obtained in October. 1944, when

v to judge a Sen-

an im-
labor

ixon attended only fo

He is also 2 member of the subcommittee on veterans

investigated

the veterans'

an election, not eight years later when the question of
Truman’s early background is purely academic.

Various editors have complained since 1944 that the

press did not properly report on many other activities of
the man then running for Vice-President, now the Pres.
ident. They argued that the joh of Vice-President can be
just as important as that of P'resident, and that Veeps
are usually unknown men. pigked by a“handful of party
bosses during the hasty closin? days of a convention.
In view of this. and in view of the fact that Senator
xon was mot only handpicked but relatively unknown
either to Eisenhower or 1y the public, here are more
littleknown facts in the record of a man who could be
President.

First. let it be said that Senator Nixon has been ap-
proached for comment on these facts, but has not made
himself available. His pressrelations officer has stated
not only to this column but repeatedly to the press that
Nixon will nof answer further questions on his finances
nor publish his tax returns. He has refused to hold press

conferences.

.

War Contractor Loans

]ID“'EVER, here are some (urther facts on which the
public is entitled to clarification:

1. Loan from War Contractér—During the closing
dhys of the war, Nivon attorney in the Navy. was
given the job of ren 2 the contract of Erco. at
Riverdale. Maryland an ent which could
mean money saved for the taxpayers. The renegotiating
officer sat as virtual and jury, empowered to decide
on a rebate to the governmient of a rebate to the contractar.

the nation, Nixon stated that he had used his $18,000 ex-
pense fund to pay office and travel expenses, thus saving
the taxpayers’ money.

Despite-fhis, the Senator claified $1.284.05 in deduc.
tible office: expenses in 1951 beyond his $2.500 tax{ree
allowance. Part of this was a claim of $600 for taking
constituents to lunch.

In 1950 he also claimed a deduction of S1471 for
office expenses, part of which was $260° for constituents’
lunches.

Yet the Price. Waterhouse audit of his $18,000 ex-
pense fund for the same years listed “meetings and
lunches at California hotels, $410," also “meals, taxicab
fares and parking charges paid for ‘visitors; $382.52."

Obviously the Price, Waterhouse audit and the Sen-
ator’s own expense deductions which were charged to the
taxpayer conflict.

Veterans’ Board
emption—In March, 1851, Mrs. Nixon filed

3. Tax Ext
on behalf of herself and husband a sworn statement in .

California that their joint property did not exceed $10.000.
This was to enable them to take advantage of a California
tax exemption whereby a veteran in reduced circumstances
15 given a tax evemption of about $50.

In July of that same year, Nixon purchased his $41.000
house in Washington, making a down payment of $20.000.
Earlier that year he had acquired a smaller house in
Whittier. Calif

- If he lacked 10000 in March of 1851, where did he
get the $20000 in July” This is a question the public
has a right to ask of any candidate for office.

affairs, which
medi
program. found it bogged down and inadequate Theak
fo painstaking work by this comilce, the veterans'
j
\mlic::d.u" program was completely reorganized and re-
However, this was done with no tha i
S nks to Nixon.
Though a member of the American Legion and publicly
active at veterans' rallies, he had the worst attendance
record of any member of the subcommittee. i
work for seterans was being done s
ecord on Civil Rights—Nixon has bee
many recent speeches on civil rights, has urged. theeng

of segregation in the District of Columbia, Y
member of the Senate Labor Commitiee D one of
only three Senators who voted to keep the civilights bill

bumled u; in committee.
_In other words, he did not even w. vi

bill o go to the Senate floor for lm".':.um;p:: L
but to remain gathering dust instead, inside the commitiee.
Other Senators voted the bill out over his head j
6. Gambling Intervention—Nixon stated, in explaining
his $18.000 expense fund. that he had asked mo govern
ment favors for those contributing to it. However, he
wrote a letter to the American Ambassador in Cuba asking
aid for Dana Smith. the man who collected the $18,000
and who had reneged on a gambling debt in Cuba,

8 &r_mlh_ was/ playing the gaming tables at the Club
Sans Souct in Havana, lost $4.200 and paid with a check
hen stopped paymentyon the check. Norman Rothman,
1o \-.:nm the chx: ]v.n made out. then sued, ;

ixon meanwhile wrote a letter 1 .

Ambassader recompending Smith as X S
acter and it g for him regarding a m: that
no U. S. Ambassador should bave to concern himself with.




