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Taft Friends
More Trouble

Than Enemies

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON
motto at Taft eampaign
is said to be,

THURSDAY, JANUARY 31, 1952.

FOR THE 22ND TERM

VERY two years “Farmer Bob” Doughton
goes throughthe same routine. A few
months before the Spring primary, he drops
a hint to close friends and associates that
he's thinking about retiring from Congress
They, in turn, dutifully pass the word along

to waiting newspapermen, and the. story
breaks into_print.

‘Then thi rable Tar Heel begima to
hear from constituents. They urge him

not to retire. They tell him his 40-0dd years
of consecutive service are needed in these

parious times. They ask him to stick wulh o

the job as a favor to them.

Persuaded, Mr. Doughton calls a press con-
ference and tells reporters that he won't
retire after all, that his constituents have
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and go back to their regular activities, and

TWO-WAY STREET

DIDN'T TAKE long for the impact of
Britain's new austerity program to hit
North Carolina. Britain is reducing imports,

PPV

many of which from the U. S, by
$420 million . 'Tobacco s one of
those chief imports—North Carolina tobaceo.
Now the state tobacco industry sees a mar-
ket decline.

Thiis s brought home the fact of our
economic interdependence with countries
like Britain. Thus it is shown why the well:
being of foreign countries is of great con-
cern to all of us in this exporting country,
Trade works both ways, and while we are
more fortunate than most countries in hav-
ing many things to export and requiring
relatively few imports, unless the importing
nations have the money to buy we suffer
along with them.

editorial writers all over the state siy they
knew all the time the popular old fellow
wasn't planning to quit—just as we are
saying today.

The people In the Oth District. and by
and large all over the state, hold Mr. Dough-
ton in great esteem. and it makes them
angry when some of the less respectful
metropolitan editors suggest that he's getting
100 old to preside over the important Ways
& Means Committee in these days of top
heavy taxation

When all is said and done. Mr. Doughton’s
competency s purely an academic question.
S0 long as he is hale and hearty. and so long
as he is willing to serve again, the people
of the 9th District will elect him. and senior-
ity rules will give him the Ways & Means
chairmanship. To fret about it editorially.
as some papers have done, is to complain
about the weather.

A lot of “foreign-aid” money stays right
here in_America, paying for goods which
other nations buy from our business con-
cerns. 1f these havepot countries get old
markets back. or develop new markets, they
can use that income to pay for their needed
imports. If they get back their former
markets, many of which we now control, they
will_require less from us and we will have
less to give them. If new markets are cre-
ated, if more persons throughout the world
wear shoes and shirts and buy radios and
cars, then everyone can profit.

Maybe this is oversimplification, but that's
what the problem boils down to. Either way
you -look at it, what happens in Britain, or
Iran, Egypt, Indo-China and places like that
is important to the tobacco farmer, the tex-
tile man and other workers in North Carolina.

AN OPPORTUNITY MISSED

Senators are reluctant to censure
one of their cohorts. They abide by

cuwrrent opportunity to
D fast dwindling.
Benton introduced a

of which de-

other subcommittee. She has been replaced
by Senator Welker, an ideological bedfellow
of McCarthy whose ideas about smears were
suggested by his reaction to the phony com-
posite photos of Communist Earl Browder
and ex-Senator Millard Tydings used in the
Maryland election. Senator Welker thought
this phony smear idea “pretty clever”.

If any backroom shenani; were involved
in this subcommittee change, we've not heard
of them. But it is distressing to learn that
the jury, ‘so to speak, is ' being changed
during the Irill Mrs. Smith and her fellow

Senator McCarthy,
¢ Jatter's expulsion
subcommittee headed

pages of
w Senator McCarthy from its

!-r‘

But mow one of the Republican members
1 of the fiveman subcommittee, Sen. Margaret
1 Chase Smith, has been transferred to an-
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the Senator
Hendrickaon, have consistently placed states-
manship above partisanship, and we had
expected this subcommittee at least to
restore, in some measure, dignity and devo-
tion to truth and high principles in the
Senate, even if it did not go so far as to
recommend McCarthy's ouster. But with
Senator Welker's arrival on the scene the
hopes for any bipartisan standards of Sena-
torial responsibility are dim indeed.

:WE NEED A STRONG DELEGATION

THB indecision of several Mecklenburg

legislators about running for re-election
. 1s quite understandable. Honest and conscien-
tious service in the biennial N. C. General
Assembly poses a heavy drain on a man's
time and on his energies, and the rewards
are slender, if one does not count the solid
satisfaction of ‘doing a good job for one's

| state.

All of the five who

Representatives Robert Lassiter Jr., E. M.
O'Herron Jr, David Henderson, and James
B. Vogler acquitted themselves well. It tml‘

“We can take care of our enemies,
but heaven protect us from our
friends”. Nothing, it would appear.
can be dong about well-intentioned
friends who seem determined to
identify candidate Taft with the
old labels out of the past.

Former Rep. Hamilton Fish, the
symbol as well as one of the most

active leaders in the America First

movement Just prior to World War

1, is rlmplllnlng actively in his
ork

policy would be perhaps the chief
issue of the coming campaign,
Fish was quoted as saying that ~
General Eisenhower would be han-
dicapped “because he has received
50 many favors from Franklin
Hoosevelt, President Truman and
Acheson.”

“I do vot think he is any more
qualified to be President of the
United States,” Fish said, “than
Senator Taft is to be commander
of the armed forces in Europe.”

AN OLD LINE

In his pro-Taft speeches, Fish
takes the familiar line of accusing
the administration of
Communist in Asia.
thying Senator McCarthy,
said that between 1937 and '47
there werp “between 200 and 400
Communists'" in the Far Eastern
and other divisions of the State
Department. He also attacked
Governor Thomas E. Dewey for
trying to whip Republican dele-
gates into line for some candidate
other than Taft or General Mac-
Aﬂhur. who is Fish's second

.
« On one phase of the Taft candi-
dacy virtually nveryum
That is the extraordina) al
energy with which |he Senator is
prosecuting his own campaign.
Other Senators shake their heads
lldemnly and wonder how he does
it

a brief interval be is

During
muklu in and around New Editors, Tz Nrws:

‘When Are You G()ing To Plug It In?

People’s Platform

Letters should be brief, written on one side of the paper. The writer's name must be
be withheld from publication in the discretion of the Editor.

Army Red Tape

CONCORD

#e!‘\-ae-n-
O BILTE salyuirod Polr

signed, but may
ﬂonmlhrlnlhm“-.

in an effort to meet a situation that may never
develop? When we have reached the peak of prep-
aration and no aggression develops, what then? We

Truman Out
i Unless Events
Change Plans

a matter of weeks. 5
SUCCESSOR PROBLEM v

In the circumstances, the Presl-
dent has inevitably devoted much
time and thought to the problem
of his successor, who will have,
as he rightly conceives, the main
responsibility of the leadership of
the free world. He is det

torious Eisenhower will bring into
Congress too many Republicans of
the isolationist school, causing the
General's world views to be quick-
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unexpectedly, is said to have
Chief Justice Fred Vinson. But the
Chief Justice, as previously fore
cast in this space, has in_recent
months lost whatever inclination
he may once have had to descend
from the bench into the rough po

litical arena. When this dllmcllnl
tion was clearly signified, the
President is reported to have put
the other Democratic hopefuls
through a sort of elimination con-

test.
The first and immediate casualty
was Sen. Estes Kefauver of Ten-

and Washington. But on Feb, l I|e

Alum on a new cross-country tour,

starting with a -puhn; dnu at
Wisconsin Rapids, Wi

From there he goes to

Washington, where be speal

'eb. :

ay; and from there on ou

land, Oregon, Feb. 13, Boise, ‘(mo,

Feb. 14, Cheyenne, Wyomln(. Feb!
and Denver, Colorado, Feb, 16,

. From the moment of his

lrrlvll every minute of his time
is taken up with lppnnnm. in

lormnl talks and handshaking.

It is the kind of pace that makes
even the stoutest politicians think
twice before he commits himselt
to such a grind. While the Taft
schedule beyond this point is not
fixed, the Senator will almost
certainly do some equally streny-
ous campaigning on a return trip

isconsin before the primary

224 in THiiols, whese b s coneldy

ered the overwhelming favorite in

the Republican pre!treuﬂll con-
test.

‘The challenger in Illinois and
Wisconsin is Harold Stassen, who
is not rated by observers in the
latter state as likely to get more

one or two delegates at
most. leaders in Wis-

be most if the res- -
tige they enjoy from seniority and pomul
association should be lost.

Even though they all decide to run again,
their nomination in the Spring primary is
not assured. Other men of high caliber have

"

! Mecklenburg County in 1051 are busy men.
Because of situations in their businesses,

« which vary from individual to individual, it
will be a great sacrifice for several of them
to serve another term.

Even so, Tar News is most hopeful that
some of the Mecklenburgers will find it pos-
sible to offer for re-election. In contrast to
some years in the past, the year 1951 saw
Mecklenburg represented by a strong, co-
hesive fiveman team. It commanded the
respect of the whole General -Assembly,
and it exerted a strong influence for worth-
while legislation. Senator Harvey Morris and

shown ints like Charles Lowe,
Frank Snepp, Dr. MecChord Williams, and
Philip Van Every. We would encourage their
interest, since spirited contests between
good candidates are ys in the best in-

“terests of democracy.

What matters over the long pull is to elect
good men to public office, and keep them
there. In the case in point, a strong. alert
Mecklenburg delegation, made up of men
of ability and integrity, will not only repre-
sent this county well: it will also be of service
to the whole state. That. in the final analysis,
is the main responsibility. of each member of
the General Assembly,

UP THE RIVER ST. LAWRENCE

ROBABLY the money spent on the reams
of pyannd& brochures, pictures, sta-
tistics and” whatnot regarding the St. Law-
rence Seawsy would build a dozen seaways
and leave enough left over to pension for
life the protagonists on both sides of the
fence on both sides of the river.
The oft-praised, oft-condemned project

has been bandied about as a joint U. S-
. Canadian venture for 20 years, but Canadi

is now getting impatient with the U. S, and
may go it alone.

The Seaway would connect the eastern-
most lake, Ontario, witl the Atlantic by con-
struction of two dams and a seven-lock chan-
mel, and also construct the world's second
largest power plant. Official

idea of seaports of Duluth and Chicago,
which should mean five to ten cents per
bushel less freight charges for their grain.
Owners of our Great Lakes vessels, many
of them steel mill operators, long opposed
the Seaway, but now many of them are
changing their tune. Reason for the switch
is that' iron ore has been discovered and
is being developed in Labrador, and they
want it, as the Mesabi ore ranges are peter-
ing out. But rail transportation will cost
several times what sea transportation would,
if the latter were available. Another recent
convert is Defense Mobilizer Charles E.
Wilsdn. Two years ago, as president of Gen-
eral Electric. he opposed it. Now, charged
with defense production, he argues for it.
1f Congress continues to withhold approval
of the measure and Canada goes ahead with
the construction. that country can rightfully
expect to collect the revenue resulting from
tolls and sale of power. both of which
will undoubtédly be considerable. It appears
that Congress might be falking itself out of
an appropriation which would produce a good
return, cheap transportation and some much-

consin are behind Taft. And in his
tour of Wisconsin last week, Taft
in his turn gave approval to Mc-
Carthy and the McCarthy tactics
against Communism. McCarthy is
up for re-election in the Fall

As for Taft, he seems with ev-
ery day that goes by to embrace
more clusely the old-line Republi-
canism of those who believe that
you can't nything bad enough
about the administration and its
foreign policy. including the charge
of wholesale treason which is what
the ‘McCarthy®attack amounts to.
These Republicans may be able to
nominate the Senator from Ohio.
But whether they can elect him to

I FOR one know how badly servicemen's fami-
lies need more money. I have five grandchil-
dren. Their father has been in service ten years.
He returned from overseas and re-enlisted. Their
allotment was discontinued Sept. 29, 1951. All our
efforts g9 far bave failed to get any money.
Their ages are from two and a half to nine.
T should like to shout rrom the house tops and tell
the world how slow the Government has been about
these children's welfare. We have been in suspense
lour months.
ust how hungry and cold could they gnl in this
Ill'ne if others dign't provide for them'
—ANGRY GRANDMOTHER

Too ‘Prepared’
PITTSBORO

Editors, Txr Nrws:

HE ROAD To Security Budget” I wonder. even

cogitate (in the language of Bill Arp, i my
boyhood days). if it involves any sort ay?
How much of what we hear and read is propa.
ganda rather than news? I wish I knew where to
establish a cut-off between facts and politics. Could
1 do that, I might find some satisfaction myself and
be of help to others in what I say, as an unpaid
commentator.

Now, this huge $85' billion’ h\ldul is taking

something out of very heart of the American
economy. Moreover, $15 billion of it \\“l £o to swell
an already unsafe national debt. But our national
safety is in danger, we are told: hence the huge
budget.
Let's take time out and do a little thinking for
ourselves. For some two years now we have been
told by those presumably in the know that Russia
could march to the English Channel, without serious
opposition, if she wishes to, Why has she not done
it if her purpose is world domination via armed
force? Certainly, she is not the type of a sportsman
who would not strike a foe while he is down. At
least. I do not think so.

Now, can it be argued that she has not done so
because of our great atomic air power when she
knows that our air power, as well as land and sea
power, is daily on the increase, thereby making
it daily more difficult to obtain her objective by
armed might. That argument, to my way -
ing. does not make even the slightest sense.

course, 1 do not know the Russian mentality,
nor do I know what is going on behind the iron
curtain. She is not so obliging as we are, We tell
everything, from the housetops, as it were. But
what if Russia, as I believe, is employing a dif-

Il have over-extended ourselves in every direc-
Factories will close, unemployment will reach
unprecedented proportions, farmers will lose their
markets and. lters] chaos 04" confusion will be
our Then communism will take over from
within, without the loss of a Russian soldier.

HN W. HESTER.

Will Congress Assert Itself?
WASHINGTON, D. C.
Editors, Tz Nrws:
J DEEPLY appreciate your very finé’ editorial en-
titled, “An Apalling Display” appearing in your
paper on Monday, Jln 2|

1 also des d you on another edi-
torial entitled, “An O and’ Familiar Refrain'"
which was reprinted in The Cleveland Times, Fri-
day, Jan. 25. Frankly, it becomes most discourag-
ing at times and I am prone to wonder whether
Congress will ever assert itself and reduce this wild
spending.
—WOODROW W. JONES
Representative, 11th N: C. District

Ike Supporter Happy

Editors, Tre News
Three cheers for The News for supporting Eisen-

hower, our only hope for victory for orth

and the deep South. lke is the people’s choice over

all others. More power to you.

—G. EDWARD LIND

WAUKEGAN, ILL

Quote, Unquote

America is building bigger and faster cars. It
is also constructing new and more modern hos-
pitals. — Davenport (lowa) D

Do you remember re-dm| in the history books
about the staid old Congressman who arose from
his seat in the House long years ago and snorted
that if the Government kept on spending money
the first thing anybody knew Uncle Sam would
be almost $50.000 in debt?—Recky Mount (N.C.)
Telemll.
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The average man has 66 pounds of muscle
and 33 pounds of brain, according to a physician.
Maybe that explains a lot of things.—Fort Myers
(Fla.) News-Press.

High heels were invented by a girl who was once

nessee, whom the President both
dislikes and thinks not streng
enough for job he is now
secking. The runner.up, (o wbom
long consideration was given, was
the Prclid!ﬂl'l lriend, Sen, Rob-
ert S. Kerr of Oklahoma. Kerr had
his energy and the certainty that

be would be a fighting candidate
on_his side of the balance sheet.
But against him were the fact
that he is utterly unknown to the
mass of voters in the great indus-
trial states any Democrat must
carry to win, and the even morc
damaging fact of his record on
civil rights.

STEVENSON PREFERRED

The elimination contest thereforc ~
resulted in the long meeting at
the White House between the Presi
dent and Gov. Adlai Stevenson of
Illinois. Its purpose was, quite
frankly, for the President to look
the Governor over, and to review

with him the main problems that
would arise if he became the Demo-
cratic nominee. According to
same authoritative sources, the
meeting betwsen Truman and
Stevenson was eminently uunho
tory to both men.

some unforeseeable ﬂevdnpmen!
intervenes, the President can prob-
ably be expected not only to llkl
himself out of the race, but al
to throw the great weight of ms
influence behind Gov. Stevenson's
candidacy.

If the President does not change
his mind, moreover, the Republi-
can repercussions mum m be clue
to volcanic. The
corrup(hw complex ot me -

Republican profession-
I were confidently expecting to
beat Truman, can hardly be used
against Stevenson. The premium
on a winning candidate will in-
crease, wnd as a practical matter,
this should aid the cause of Gen.
Eisenhower and make very serious
trouble for Sen. Taft.

In any case, the President’s de-
cision, if adhered ‘o, will insure 2
campaign centéring around the
great issues, on a level worthy
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the Presidency is another matter.

Drew Pearson's
Merry-Go-Round
WASHINGTON

HE vehemence of the undercover “Trumanite” drive to
stop Kefauver ‘s illustrated by the way wires were
pulled backstage among Democratic leaders in Ohio. it

Ohio primary law requires delegates to be pled,
both to a first and second choice. &A Mn(n‘
Lincoln, statesman-like head of the Ohio Farm

reau, was offered the No. 2 spot on the Kefauver ticket.
B\l\ Lincoln declined when pressure was brought from
Washington. He was told he would have to resign his ad-
visory post on lhe State Department’s Point IV program;
so Lincoln said no.

Following this, anti-Kefauver strategists in Qhio con-
ceived the idea of volunteering a top Democrat for the Ke-
fauver ticket, then having him suddenly send a telegram
to the ~Secretary of State on Feb. 6, the filing day,
saying he was unable to go along with some of Ke-
huver del!nm and therefore pulling-his name off the

would have left the Senator from Tennessee high

. It would have invalidated all Kefauver petitions

and taken him out of the Ohio primary altogether. Also it
would have made him look like a rank amateur not lll a
(Chaes itk pety. profont
However, Tim Hogan, Kcfauver's Ohio manager, got
wind of this sly strategy, and after a hurried conference
with Congressman Wasyne Hays, it was decided to take no
chances. Instead of a_big shot as No. 2 on the Kefauver
ticket, the s of Marie Harrington Krim of Martins
ted.

Ferry
Dhbmalx when they ‘vote in the primary,
will cast their ballots for Kefauver and a Ilﬂy'ho while

ferent strategy, that of letting us “hang™ ourselves

Kefauver Outsmarts Politicos In Ohio

Actually the President has expressed friendly sentiments
toward the Tennessee Senator, even gave him suggestions
during their recent talk on how fa conduct his campaign.
Among other things, be suggested that not much was to be
gained by featuring K:fauver's victory over the Crump ma-
chine, also warned him to avoid early contacts with scaly
people, said that his geographical location, Tennessee,
meant that he should win the support of the South.

Stalin Gets Mad
lr we get discouraged over government waste and elfi-
clency Bere at bome, it "miEht pay o look at an official
port {rom Moscow that Marshal Stalin has secretly visited
Fssian shipyards in the Baltic to find out what's holding
up his plan to build a powerful fleet of super-battleships.
American observers report that Stalin was furious at
the excuses his. admirals have been giving for Russia’s
failure to furn out a gingle néw battleship since 130
ore, accom; 7 200 secret police, be per.
sonally inspected the naval msl:llllmu \vhm ree 50.
000-ton are un
and blunders be saw. eepocially st Gdgais: mfumu-d him
even more, and Stalin has now ordered a complete purge
of the Russian admicals responsible.

Truman’s Near Court-Martial
HE nation's commander-inchiel, Harry S. Truman, is just
a little proud of the littleknown fact that he was
once almost court-martialed. The story came out the other
day whey Congressman Dan Flood of Pennsylvania called
with other colleagues at the White House.
“Tell them about the time I came to the rescue of
an artillery unit from your home town of Wilkes-Barre
during the first World War,” Truman suggested to Flood

" said Flood. “I was too young to be
yets who fought in that action

kissed on the forehead.—Rogersville (Tenn.) Review.

of this republic.

till talk about it. [hey were pinned down by Germai
artillery after crossing a river in France and it Jooket
like they were dome for.”

e Pennsylvanian went on to relate how Truman
then . field artllery captain, swung his outlt over in the
nick of time and “knocked hell vut of the Germans.”

“You're still a hero in my home town,
“1 guess that's one battle you'll never forget.

“Indeed I won't 1orget it,” emphiasized the President
“I was almost court-martialed. My commanding officer was
furious at me for firing out of my sector without permis
sion. That was the worst bawlingout anybody ever gave
me.”

dded Flood

Washington Pipeline
forces are secretly putting out an imitation of the
Red, Whife and Blue “I llkt Tke™ elmpdu buttons.
However, instead of the words “I like Ike,” the bnollu
Taft buttons are worded “No Like.” u.x_
E. Lowe, the former Maine National Guardsman, )m com
plained to Jim Lucas, alert Scripps-Howard reporter, thai
ruman was never shown the cable he sent him just before
the Wake Island conference with MacArthur. If Trumar
had been shown the rable, says General Lowe, the Mac
Arthur-Truman conflict never would have happened. Rea
fact, however, is that Truman was shown the Lowe cable
However, it was so long and rambling that it didn't mzkl
much sense, and he probably didn't read it. . . . It looks
if Attorney General McGrath would finally move in on nu
Maryland Senate campaign of 1950 where the Senate Elec
(mm Committee unearthed all kinds of corruption. Mc.
mhubemnmnlmlhes«mleuwr(lwmerl
yean—so far doing nothing.
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